
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION  
MINUTES 
Monday, November 21, 2011 
19th Police District  
61st & Thompson Streets, Philadelphia, PA 19151

 
 
Present: Bronson, Castillo-Perez, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Goldfein, Islam, 
James, Volz 
Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Michael, Chaffin 
Counsel: Chentis 
Absent (Excused): Burley, Crumlish, Garcia, Haynes, Kung 
Absent (Unexcused):  Branson, Meade  
 
 
Chair called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM 
 
REGULAR SESSION  

1. Review of Minutes of October 2011  – The minutes unanimously approved by voice vote. 
2. Sunshine Act Certifications --   

 Minutes from September 19, 2011, posted on website 10/20/11 
 Agenda for November 21, 2011, posted on website 11/21/11  

 
3. Chair’s Report – Chair Islam discussed the following: 1) the commission’s role in taking 

complaints, 2) providing policy direction for the PPD, and 3) a recent officer-involved 
shooting in the 18th Police District.  

 
4. Secretary’s Report – (1) Nominations for new officers will be considered at the December 

meeting, with a vote in January. The Commission voted by unanimous voice vote to hold 
open meeting nominations at the December meeting.  It was decided that no referral was 
necessary to the Personnel Committee. (2) Potential dates for the year-end dinner at 
Finnegan’s Wake are Wednesday Nov. 30th, Sunday Dec 4th, or Monday Dec 5th.  The 
Commission decided on Sunday, December 4.  (3) Dates for meetings in January and 
February, 2012. The third Mondays of each month are holidays, and the Commission has 
previously decided to move meetings to third Tuesday of those months.  Commissioner and 
Vice-Chair Kung is unable to meet on said Tuesdays.  The Commission voted to hold 
meetings on the dates as previous decided and that Commissioner Kung would be given 
excused absences.  

 
5. Report of Executive Director – 

Written report of Executive Director is attached. 
 The Commission has received 5 complaint filings thus far in November, bringing our 
number to 87 so far this year, still behind last years filings. (Active total 217, includes 171 
investigations and 46 audits) IRC did convene in November (16th) and closed 22 cases. 
Concerning our last contact with Complaints prior to closing a complaint, we do not regularly 
track these contacts, however, as matter of procedure we will initially speak with 
complainants at the initial filing. We will speak with them throughout the investigation as the 
need arises. Complainants are informed at the initial filing that they may contact the office at 



any time for updates as to the status of their investigation. Our Current Docket sheets are 
posted on the Wiggio site. PPD Complaint totals are 481 (Citizens complaints filed) We have 
received the Transcripts in the matter of Anthony Abrams and have posted them on the 
Wiggio site for review. Our next Commission meeting is scheduled in the 25th Police District 
for December 19, 2011 at the McVeigh Recreation Center, 400 E. Ontario Avenue. We have 
already begun inviting local community groups and politicians. The follow up meeting of 
organizers of a Public hearing into immigration issues took place today, November 21,2011. 
We are endeavoring to finalize the remaining topics for the hearing as well as follow up steps 
after the hearing. We have asked some of the community advocates to submit topics for 
inclusion at the hearing. We are giving time for input from the advocates before we finalize 
a hearing date. Any Commissioner that desires to attend these meetings can contact me, and I 
will send out the meeting details and the next date. The meetings are being organized by 
councilwoman Maria Quinones — Sanchez' office.      Kelvyn and I have met with the police 
department's GIs mapping group Grant Ervin to begin formulating crime statistics which we 
can distribute at our monthly meetings. We are now receiving these statistics and attempting 
to identify a researcher to assist in our correlation of the data. I attended the meeting with the 
14th District Captain on October 27, 2011. The meeting was sparsely attended and I have 
been asked to attend the follow up meeting scheduled for November 30, 2011, to give a 
presentation. I also attended a meeting for the 2012 Weekend of Peace Commemoration 
(October 26). I also attended the Internal Affairs information Meeting on October 21, 
Limekiln Pike and Haines Street and was able to discuss the mission of the Commission and 
its work. We are working to put together a year end celebration, and have dates for the event. 
Once a date is decided on we can move forward with the remaining preparation. Wednesday, 
November 2, 2011, I met with the family of Adolphus Pinckney who was shot and killed by 
Police in the 900 block of Pike Street (Oct. 24). We have taken a complaint from Ms. 
Pinkney-Morfiah about Police treatment of son's body after the shooting. I also attended a 
Community meeting, organized by Operation Town Watch on November 16th at the Lenfest 
Center, and community members were able to voice concerns directly to Police personnel. 
We also were able to identify and speak with additional witnesses in the incident. I met with 
a complainant, Ms. Iris Delgado, concerning the shooting of her son. She feels that Police did 
not act quickly enough to assist in saving her son's life. We are re-examining the police 
department's investigation in this matter. The previous complaint was investigated and closed 
by Internal Affairs. (Complaint alleges that not all witnesses to the incident were contacted. 
Although there may be other factors contributing to this complaint.) 
 
Commissioner Volz inquired whether or not any records were found as to whether or not the 
previously-constituted Commission had decided to deemphasize panel hearings as stated in 
the yearly reports.  No record had been found in ninety [90] days.  Commissioner Cavanaugh 
stated as Presiding Officer of the IRC Committee, he had not discovered any such decision.  
Commissioner Goldfein brought a motion to the floor that the currently-constituted 
Commission be recorded as rejecting the de-emphasis of panel hearings.  Said motion was 
approved unanimously.   
 

 
6. Report of Counsel – Counsel Chentis reported that the target officer in the Abrams matter 

has returned to work and will be available for the hearing.  It was also reported that the Nizah 
Morris records had not yet been received from the District Attorney’s Office. 
 
   



Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees: 
  

A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) – (waived) 

B. Public Relations Committee (Goldfein) – Revised brochures are 
ready and will be sent for printing.  Press release on the Bey Panel decision was 
being prepared.    

C. Investigatory Review Committee – Commissioner Cavanaugh 
discussed the procedures and progress of the IRC. The majority of cases being 
reviewed are now from 2009 and later.  Report attached.   

D. Personnel Committee - Report waived. 

E. Mediation Committee (James) – working with the police department 
to set up a program. 
 

7. The Secretary introduced the Presentation to the Black Clergy prepared by Commissioner 
Kung.  The meeting with the Black Clergy (11/17/11) was attended by Commissioners Crumlish, 
Goldfein, and Kung.    Presentation attached. 
 

7:13 PM  - The Commission meeting was adjourned 

 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
- A 19th District resident discussed an incident from several years ago involving police and her son. 
The resident was directed to speak with the 19th District Community Relations officer, who was 
present.  
- Another resident asked about the disappearance of crime statistics from the Trulia Web site. 
Commission staff referred the resident to two other websites which also provide Philadelphia crime 
statistics.  
- A female resident told the Commission about her concerns involving harassment by neighbors, and 
was also directed to discuss the matter with the 19th District Community Relations officer 
- Tim Cwiek from the Gay News asked for additional clarification of information held by the 
District Attorney in connection with the Nizah Morris case.  The matter was raised as to an apparent 
inconsistent written statement given to Tim Cwiek, reported for PGN, as to the Nizah Morris 
recorded transcript of the 911 call.  Counsel was directed by a motion from Commissioner Goldfein 
which was passed unanimously by the PAC to request such a clarification. 
 
 
  Adjournment – The Chair adjourned the public session at 8:25pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Police Advisory Commission 
990 Spring Garden Street, 7th Fl, Philadelphia, PA 19123 

November 16, 2011 6:00 p.m . 

IRC Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Participants: Bob Cavanaugh, Chair, Ed James, Rachel Branson, Ronda Goldfein,  

Inv. Chaffin, Inv. Michael 

 

NOTE: Commissioners Garcia, Burley, and Islam emailed to advise that they would not be able to 
attend. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 6:17 p.m at PAC headquarters.  

Minutes of August 8, 2011 – accepted as filed.   

 

1. Commissioners reviewed 23 investigations resulting in the following actions: 
  NAME        PAC #      ACTION 

  Brown        102554      IRC‐1 
  Dennis       102550      IRC‐1 
  Mitchell      102546      IRC‐1 
  Gibbs        112622      IRC‐1 
  Robinson      102541      IRC‐1 
  Siedman      082105      IRC‐1 
  Miller        071932      IRC‐3 
  Wright       082113      IRC‐1 
  Alston        082114      IRC‐1 
  Randolph      102457      IRC‐1 
  Brown        092368      IRC‐1 
  Brown        092375      IRC‐1 
  Stone        092349      IRC‐1 
  Upchurch      092344      IRC‐1 
  Wingard      092336      IRC‐1 
  Sanders      092397      IRC‐1 
  Faison, ibo Wagner    092409      IRC‐1 
  Johnson      092414      IRC‐1 
  Vilaphanh      092417      IRC‐1 
  Laroco       102449      IRC‐1 
  Marquez      102442      IRC‐1 
  Jones        092336      IRC‐1 



 

2. Age of cases recommended for closure follows: 
      2007      1 
      2008      4 
      2009      10 
      2010      7 
      2011      1     

      Total      23 

    Several of the above cases, although recommended for closure, prompted the 
attention of Commission members.  In each case, complainants accused arresting officers of 
stealing money from their person.  It appears that attention should be given to training/re‐training 
of officers where handling of money is involved.     Proper procedure would protect the officers 
from unfounded complaints as well as clarifying the results of the investigation for the 
complainant. Whenever property is taken from a citizen, a receipt should be signed by the officer 
and the complainant.  (Property Tag) 

    The Chair will prepare a letter to the Commissioner of Police with copy to 
Commander IAD concerning this issue.  A draft of the letter will be disseminated to the 
Commissioners for approval.   

3. Old Business 
    Time limited discussion of proposed agenda items. 

4. New Business 
a. As requested, an investigative flow chart was forwarded to Commissioner Votz 

for his preparation of the annual report. 
b. IRC Report writing comments: The following were suggested for the purpose of 

standardizing reports.   
1. Proof read each page for quotation marks, typos, and missing words. 
2. Number pages of each report. 
3. Standardize opening paragraph, e.g., (On such and such date, complainant 

filed a complaint with the PAC).  
4. On audit memorandum, place date immediately following the word 

“Opening.” 
5. On audit memorandum, place an “X” after each investigative step used. 

 

5. Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 8:23p.m.  Date of December meeting to be determined. 

 

 



                              
 

Report of the Executive Director 

 
The Commission has received 5 complaint filings thus far in November bringing our number to 87 so far this 
year, still behind last yrs. filings.  (Active total 217 ‐171 invest. and 46 audits) IRC did convene in November 
(16th) and closed the following cases: 22 

082113, 082114, 082105= 3,  

092368, 092375, 092349, 092344, 092336,  

092425, 092397, 092409,092414, 092417, = 10 

102554,102559,102550,102541,102457, 102449, 102442, 102457= 8 

112662 = 1 

 

Concerning our last contact with Complaints prior to closing a complaint, we do not regularly track these 
contacts, however, as matter of procedure we will initially speak with complainants at the initial filing. We 
will speak with them throughout the investigation as the need arises. (Conflicting facts or at the end of the 
investigation once the file is closed.)  Complainants are informed at the initial filing that they may contact 
the office at any time for updates as to the status of their investigation.  

Our Current Docket sheets are posted on the Wiggio site   

PPD Complaint totals are 481 (Citizens complaints filed)           

Two Outstanding opinions in the matter of K. Banks and Anthony Abrams. 

We have received the Transcripts in the matter of Anthony Abrams and have posted them on the Wiggio 
site for review.    

Our next Commission meeting is scheduled for December 19, 2011. McVeigh Recreation Center, 400 E. 
Ontario Avenue (“D”& Ontario Avenue.) We have already begun inviting local Community groups and 
politicians.   

OUR Flag is here.   

The follow up meeting of organizers of a Public hearing into immigration issues took place today, November 
21, 2011.  We are endeavoring to finalize the remaining topics for the hearing as well as follow up steps 
after the hearing.  We have asked some of the community advocates to submit topics for inclusion at the 
hearing. We are giving time for input from the advocates before we finalize a hearing date. Any 
Commissioner that desires to attend these meetings can contact me, and I will send out the meeting details 
and the next date. The meetings are being organized by  councilwoman Maria Quinones –Sanchez’ office.   

 



Kelvyn and I have met with the police department’s GIS mapping group / Grant Ervin to begin formulating 
crime statistics which we can distribute at our monthly meetings. We are now receiving these statistics and 
attempting to identify a researcher to assist in our correlation of the data.  

I attended the meeting for 14th district Captain on October 27, 2011. The meeting was sparsely attended 
and I have been asked to attend the follow up meeting scheduled for November 30, 2011, to give a 
presentation. 

I also attended a meeting for the 2012 Weekend of Peace Commemoration (October 26). The weekend 
includes a series of activities which take place at several Community centers around Philadelphia, and is 
designed to engage youth, while promoting peace in these communities. (First weekend in August) This year 
will feature a youth talent show.    

I also attended the Internal Affairs information Meeting October 21, Limekiln Pike and Haines Street and 
was able to discuss the mission of the Commission and it’s work.  

We are working to put together a year end celebration, and have dates for the event. Once a date is decided 
on we can move forward with the remaining preparation.  

Wednesday, November 2, 2011, I met with the family of Adolphus Pinckney who was shot and killed by 
Police in the 900 block of Pike Street (Oct. 24). We have taken a complaint from Ms. Pinkney‐Morfiah about 
Police treatment of son’s body after the shooting.  

I also attended a Community meeting, organized by Operation Town Watch on November 16, 2011 at the 
Lenfest Center. The meeting lasted from 6:30pm‐10Pm and community members were able to voice 
concerns directly to Police personnel. We also were able to identify and speak with additional witnesses in 
the incident. 

I met with a complainant, Ms. Iris Delgado, concerning the shooting of her son. She feels that Police did not 
act quickly enough to assist in saving her son’s life. We are re‐examining the police department’s 
investigation in this matter. The previous complaint was investigated and closed by Internal Affairs. 
(Complaint alleges that not all witnesses to the incident were contacted. Although there may be other 
factors contributing to this complaint.) 

 

Conclusion: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presentation to Black Clergy by Commissioner Kung. 

Commissioners Crumlish and Goldfein also attending. 

Thank you, Bishop Bronson and members of the Black Clergy, for giving us this opportunity to tell you about 

the Police Advisory Commission. I am Ed Kung, Vice Chair of the Commission. With me are Ronda Goldfein, 

Chair of our Public Relations Committee; Jim Crumlish, a member of our Executive Committee; and Bill 

Johnson, Executive Director of the Commission. Of course, Bishop Bronson is one of our Commissioners. 

Is the Baptist Church on Lombard and Van Pelt Streets one of your churches; and if so, is the minister for 

that church here this morning? I want to thank the minister and the church for their hospitality to my father. 

I used to live next door to that church. When my father visited me from California, he went to that church 

for Sunday services and he was always warmly welcomed. 

To make a long story short, the Police Advisory Commission was created by the Mayor by executive order. 

Fifteen Commissioners are appointed by the Mayor to serve two or four year terms. There is a staff of five 

headed by Bill, the Executive Director. We are here today by Bishop Bronson’s gracious invitation, not only 

to tell you about the Commission but also to get your advice and help on connecting the Commission with 

your constituents. 

The mission of the Commission is to improve the relationship between the police department and the 

community. The Commission carries out its mission in two ways. First, we hold our monthly meeting in a 

different neighborhood in the City every month, to provide a neutral forum for police, residents, and 

community leaders to address problems.  Second, individuals can come to the Commission to file complaints 

of police misconduct. The Commission carries out our own investigation of these complaints and forward 

our findings and recommendations to the Mayor and the Police Commissioner for their action. 

We believe that community organizations and leaders are very important for connecting the Police Advisory 

Commission to the neighborhoods. I am active in Chinatown. If individuals in Chinatown are mistreated by 

Police, they would talk to their community organization, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development 

Corporation, or to one of the three Chinatown churches. Only if PCDC and the churches advise them to do 

so, would they file complaints to the Police Advisory Commission. 

So far, we are comfortable that we have correctly identified the community organizations and leaders in the 

Asian, Latino, and LGBT communities and have built a bridge between the Police Advisory Commission and 

these organizations and leaders. The black community is so much larger. That’s why we are here to seek 

your help to identify the key organizations and leaders, including yourselves and your churches, serving each 

of the black neighborhoods. We would introduce the Commission to these organizations and leaders 



through the Commission’s monthly meetings or visits by Commissioners or staff. When a police shooting or 

beating is reported in a neighborhood, we would contact the organizations or leaders serving that 

neighborhood to discuss the best way of reminding people that the Police Advisory Commission is at their 

service. 

At this time, we would appreciate your comments. Also, each police district does have an advisory board. 

We would also appreciate your comments on how well these advisory boards are doing in improving 

relationship between the police department and the neighborhoods. 

Thank you very much. The floor is now open.  

 

  

   

 

 


