
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION  
MINUTES 
Monday, October 17, 2011 
Gambrell Recreation Center 
1900 Wakeling St, Philadelphia, PA 19124

 
 
Present: Branson, Bronson, Burley, Castillo-Perez, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, 
Garcia, Goldfein, Haynes, Islam, Meade, Volz, 
 
Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Chaffin, Michael 
 
Counsel: Hayes 
 
Absent (Excused): Crumlish, James, Kung 
 
Secretary Volz called the meeting to order at 6:25 PM 
 
REGULAR SESSION  

1. Review of Minutes of September 2011 – Minutes unanimously approved by voice vote. 
 
2. Chair’s Report – Chair Islam reported on the meeting with Gillison/Biemiller. They will be 

invited to attend one of our next scheduled meetings. Concerns regarding autonomy, etc. 
were discussed.  The PAC executive committee received explicit directions that it is to make 
its own decisions. The PAC issupposed to be liaison between citizens and the police.  If there 
are concerns with staff, etc.,  the commissioners have the power to direct staff and establish 
directions. Chair and Deputy Mayor will meet quarterly. Discussed appointment terms.  Also 
discussed attendance issues --3 unexcused absences in any 12 month period constitutes an 
automatic resignation. 
 

3. Secretary’s Report – Secretary Volz  discussedseveral changes to the Commission. 
Resignations from Natalia Salgado, Nicole Phillips, Joi Spraggins were accepted. Letters 
were mailed but two were returned and the Commissioners were notified via email.  
Commissioners are to inform the Executive Director or the executive committee of any 
change of addresses. Jamira Burley because a full-time commissioner to fill the term of Joi 
Spraggins.  Distributed copies of individual commissioner terms of two or four years. 

 
4. Report of Executive Director – We received two complaints filings to date in October, 

which brings our total to 82 so far this year, which less than the number received at this time 
last year (116).  We have a total 215 active complaints, including 170 investigations and 45 
audits. The IRC did not convene in October and will review all pending case closures in 
November. Our Current Docket sheets are posted on the Wiggio site.  The Police Department 
has received 481 citizen complaints to date in 2011.  There are two outstanding opinions in 
the matter of A. Bey and K. Banks. We have not received the transcripts in the matter of 
Anthony Abrams, but are told they are being prepared.  Our next Commission meeting is 
scheduled for November 21, 2011, at the Sayre Morris Recreation Center, 59th & Spruce 
Streets, and we have already began inviting local community groups and politicians  The first 
meeting of organizers of Public hearing into the immigration issues took place on Friday 



October 14.  I have distributed to each of you a copy of the format and topic of the hearing. 
Community advocates have been invited to submit topics for inclusion at the hearing, and we 
will convene another meeting this month to finalize the hearing date. Any Commissioner 
who wishes to attend that meeting can notify me and I will send out the meeting details. The 
meetings are being organized the Councilwoman Maris Quinones –Sanchez’s office. We 
have been in contact with the police department’s GIS (Graphic Info Services) mapping 
group to begin formulating crime statistics which we can distribute at our monthly meetings. 
We will also be coordinating information concerning complaint’s resulting from the Stop and 
Frisk initiative.  I attended a forum on immigration policy held at the Colleges of Physicians, 
19 S. 22nd Street on Oct. 12, 2011, and was able to make some valuable contacts to assist in 
holding our hearing. I also attended the 14th district Captain’s meeting and we will be giving 
a presentation at the upcoming Captain’s meeting on October 28, 2011. Kelvyn attended a 
meeting with local members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community last week, where he was 
able to disseminate valuable information about the Commission. 
Secretarial Notation:  Future Executive Director reports are to be in writing and distributed 
to individual commissioners at the time of the meeting.  Said writing will become a part of 
the minutes. 
 

 
5. Bey Panel – Presiding Officer Rachel Branson summarized the draft opinion, which found 

that 1) MBey was physically abused, but the officer could not be identified, 2) Police did not 
did not enter residence properly, and had no arrest or search warrant. 3) Two officers should 
review standards for warrantless searches, 4) Police should review long response times,5) 
Beys should be compensated for broken door. Commissioners Castillo-Perez and Volz 
commented on the importance of panel hearings, given that the police investigation of the 
Bey matter found nothing wrong. Commissioners voted unanimously to accept the panel's 
conclusions. 

 
6. Nizah Morris Record Review– Commissioner Goldfein summarized the October 5th 

meeting: Commissioners Volz, Goldfein, and Islam reviewed the Nizah Morris file at the 
District Attorneys Office with Executive Director William Johnson, Commission Counsel 
Virginia Chentis and Todd Moser of the District Attorney’s Office. All documents were 
placed on the privilege log. There were no internal memos of DA staff, which were 
privileged.  The Medical Examiners report was also designated as privileged, although it is 
already in the possession of the PAC.  Commissioners were permitted to review the file, and 
are waiting for requested copies of some material. Moser made a clear statement that the file 
doesn’t include videos, recordings or transcripts. The requested copies were not to be further 
disclosed, though the Commission is permitted to cite/reference them in an opinion. 

  
7. Report of Counsel – Counsel Michael Hayes responded to previous questions regarding to 

the need for sign language/translator assistance at Commission meetings and hearings. The 
Americans for Disability Act and similar laws require the Commission to provide reasonable 
accommodation. David Torres in MDO says these services can be provided on an as-needed 
basis. It was generally agreed that any commission meeting or hearing advertisements should 
note the availability of these services, and encourage citizens in need of them to contact us 
prior to the meeting. Regarding the Nizah Morris record review, Counsel Hayes 
acknowledged that copies of the requested documents will be provided. The DA’s office 
asked that the documents not be distributed to public, but can be cited/quoted, and will ask 
for written acknowledgement. Counsel cited section 5-B of the Executive Order, which 



prohibits the Commission from releasing documents without permission.   
      

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees: 
  

A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) – Presented new article 5D 
which changes the bylaws to require 3 month notice for meetings. Moved to accept,  
Approved by 11 - 1 voice vote. Commissioner Burley questioned the wisdom of a 
90-day lead time for meetings.  

B. Public Relations Committee (Goldfein) – Brochure in final review. 
Updating changes of Commissioners.    

C. Investigatory Review Committee – Meeting cancelled, setting up for 
early next month. Will meet on the Wednesday before the next meeting(16th of 
November)   

D. Personnel Committee - Report waived. Performance goals presented, 
and forwarded to Mayor’s chief of staff. 

              E.  Mediation Committee – Report waived 

7:13 pm – Chair Islam adjourned the meeting and opened the public session. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 
A 15th District resident noted that she has been trying to have police presence at meetings. She was 
directed to speak with Lt Best (PSA #2), who was present for additional information. 
 
Tim Cwiek (Gay News) – Regarding the Commission’s recent examination of documents at the 
District Attorney’s Office, Cwiek expressed hope for a “definitive statement on the availability of 
the 911 recordings,” and insisted that “everything they gathered was not put into one file. Cwiek 
noted that the lack of 911 recordings is at odds with information presented to the judge in his 
ongoing civil case. 
 
Ron Smalls – complained about problems reporting an illegal ATV on Morris/Ditman streets, and a 
series of Lack of Service issues. He was also directed to speak with Lt. Best following the meeting. 
 
Robert Gonzalez – Block Capt of E Carver St, told the Commissioners about issues of police 
response to drugs and other problems on his street. Lt Best explained that some plainclothes officers 
are operating in the area, and followed up after the meeting.  
 
Another resident (black male) discussed what he described as racially-motivated problems joining 
the Police District Advisory Council, and gave a recent example of being kicked out of a PSA #2 
meeting. Executive Director Bill Johnson and Lt. Best followed up with him after the meeting. 
 
A Representative of Councilwoman Sanchez's office noted there have been two shootings at the 
recreation center, and also touched on issues involving minorities and the 15th District PDAC  
 
 Adjournment – The Chair adjourned the public meeting session at 8:25pm


