
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION  

MINUTES 
Monday, June 20, 2011   

PAC Office  

990 Spring Garden St Philadelphia, PA 19123 

 

 

Present: Islam, Branson, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Goldfein, Haynes, 

James, Kung, Salgado, Volz  

 

Absent (Excused): Bronson, Meade, Phillips, Spraggins 

 

Absent Unexcused: Burley, Castillo-Perez, Garcia 

 

Counsel: Hayes, Chentis 

 

Staff: Johnson, Anderson 

 

Chair Mu’min Islam called the meeting to order at 6:10 pm 

 

REGULAR SESSION  

1. Chair’s Report – Chair Islam greeted the public, and explained the role of the Commission 

as the oversight agency for the Philadelphia Police Department. The Chairman 1) reminded 

commission members of the absence policy which is spelled out in the I.O.P.’s and which were 

unanimously approved at the January meeting and 2) discussed the Angel Cruz investigation and the 

need for permanency 

 

2. Review/Correction of Minutes of May 2011 meeting – Minutes were unanimously 

approved by voice vote, with the following corrections: 1- insert correct date for Kemp Banks 

hearing, 2) correct attendance to Absent for Burley 3) correct name to PCDC in public session, 4) 

correct spelling of guest Philip “Cochetti.” Deputy Director Anderson verified that the May Minutes 

and June meeting agenda were posted on the Commission website on June 14, 2011. 

 

3. Secretary’s Report – There has been no response from the Mayor or Deputy Mayor 

regarding the May 6
th
 letter accepting the resignation of Commissioner Abdul-Aleem. The Civilian 

Police Academy will begin on September 7, 2011 at 7 pm at the Police Academy. The contact is Lt. 

Mary Jo Brady, whose phone number is on the meeting agenda. Applications and Waiver forms are 

available, please contact Deputy Director Anderson. 

 

4. Report of Executive Director - The Executive Director reported that the Commission has 

received five complaints in May to date, which brings the 2011 total to 50 complaints to date which 

is 3 less than we received to date in May 2010.  There are currently 221 active investigations (178 

full investigations, 43 audits), and the IRC closed seven cases at the June meeting. The Executive 

Director noted there has been an increase in the number of officer-involved shootings and the staff 

has been contacted by several family members who have not received information from police 

regarding these incidents. The Matter of Anthony Abrams has been re-scheduled to June 29
th
 & 30

th
. 

We have contacted a new city vendor for transcription services. Several locations in the 15
th
 District 

are being considered for the July Commission meeting.  Officials from the Fraternal Order of Police 



have contacted commission staff, and indicated they have no interest in a mediation program. 250 

Language Access Cards have been ordered from the Managing Directors Office. Chair Islam asked 

where Commission public hearings have been held in the past. Johnson noted that previous hearings 

have been held in City Council Chambers. Requests for use of City Council Chambers should be 

directed to Councilwoman Anna Verna’s office. There was additional discussion regarding the 

outstanding 2009 and 2010 Annual Reports. Chairman Islam noted that, along with Secretary Volz, 

will work with staff to 1) Compile data and complete the reports and 2) use the information to create 

a template for more timely future reports. Commissioner Kung suggested a deadline of April 1
st
 for 

future reports.    

 

5. Banks Hearing Panel – Commissioner Crumlish noted that testimony in the Matter of 

Kemp Banks has been completed, and the panel is now working on a final draft report, which should 

be circulated for review in a week or two. 

 

6. Bey Panel – Commissioner Branson noted that the panel members are putting together a 

final report for review by the full commission. 

 

7. Abrams Panel – Commissioner Goldfein noted that the panel hearing has been rescheduled 

for 6/29 and 6/30. 

 

8. Report of Counsel – Counsel Michael Hayes briefed the Commissioners in Executive 

Session regarding discussions with the District Attorney’s office and issues in the Nizah Morris case 

for approximately 20 minutes. After the session Chairman Islam noted that the commission has 

entered discussions with the District Attorney’s Office regarding the possibility of IRC members 

reviewing information in the DA’s file. Counsel Hayes will continue these discussions with Todd 

Moser of the DA’s office. The date for the meeting will be reported in the July meeting.  

      

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees: 

  

A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) The proposed change to 

Article IX of the IOP would allow more participation by alternate members. The 

only limitations remaining would be that Alternates couldn’t vote for officers nor 

could they preside over a committee. Commissioner Kung noted that Article IX is 

silent on the matter of whether or not Alternates can vote at full commission 

meetings. Secretary Volz suggested more affirmative language that would clarify 

the voting rights of alternate members on all commission matters except the election 

of officers. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  

B. Public Relations Committee (Goldfein) Commissioner Goldfein 

noted that the committee is working on updating the history of the agency for the 

brochures which were redesigned by Commissioner Haynes. There was general 

discussion of the photo ID requirement for complaint filing, and the difference 

between a sworn lawsuit and the requirements of the PA Notary Act.  The 

Committee is also waiting to find out about funds that might be available for 

website design.   

C. Investigatory Review Committee (Cavanaugh) Commissioner 



Cavanaugh discussed the IRC's efforts to continue moving older cases from 2008 

out of the system, which simultaneously considering the new filings each month. 

Cavanaugh noted that Internal Affairs 75-day window for action on a case causes 

some issues for PAC’s procedures, but we have sent out more than 100 letters 

requesting status updates, and notifications to complainants regarding these older 

cases. He also noted that we might want to 1) create a formal job description, and 2) 

expand our search for a Spanish-speaking intern volunteer and/or full-time 

investigator to other educational institutions.   

D. Personnel Committee - (Kung) Report waived.  

        E.  Mediation Committee (James) Commissioner James noted that the 

Fraternal Order of Police rejected participating in the Commission’s efforts to 

establish a mediation program. Chair Islam asked Deputy Director Anderson to 

report on the efforts of other civilian oversight agencies at bringing police unions to 

participate similar in mediation programs to the table at the July meeting. 

        F. Annual Report Committee – (Islam) report waived in lieu of earlier 

discussion of the reports.  

  

 

New Business – There was extensive discussion of the Angel Cruz matter. Deputy Mayor Everett 

Gillison contacted the Executive Director and asked him to look into allegations by Cruz that he was 

stopped by a First Judicial District [Phila. Court of Common Pleas] warrant unit, although Cruz had 

not filed a formal complaint with the Commission. The case first came to the attention of the IRC 

after the fact, and the Executive Committee asked for a detailed memo from the Executive Director 

describing events and the actions taken by Commission Staff. The memo was given to the IRC and 

Executive Committee.  At the request of the Executive Committee as provided in the IOPs, and after 

consultation with counsel, Parliamentarian James Crumlish who wrote an opinion for the Executive 

Committee which was thereafter circulated to the Commission as a whole.   The Parliamentarian’s 

Opinion  was based upon the report provided by the Executive Director, his response to questions 

posed by Commissioners.  The opinion then examined the facts in light of the Executive Order and 

the IOP, and which found that this investigation exceeded the authority of the PAC as defined in the 

I.O.P.’s as no Philadelphia Police conduct was suspected or involved.  Additionally, the 

Commission was not asked by the Deputy Mayor to conduct such an investigation but rather was 

done outside the established processes, authority and supervision of the Commission.   The 

Executive Committee prepared a letter to send to Mayor Nutter and Deputy Mayor Gillison which 

asked that, in the future, similar requests be sent through publicly established written procedures and 

safeguards of the Commission.  The letter, attached to the Agenda, was unanimously approved by 

those present Commissioners. 

 

PUBLIC SESSION 

 

- Tim Cwiek Phila Gay News – Said Roslyn Wilkins, the mother of Nizah Morris, sent her 

thanks to the Commission for continuing to pursue the case, and she remains unhappy with 

the District Attorney’s handling of the case. Mr. Cwiek also suggested that any additional 

opinions or recommendations regarding the Morris matter consider the following policy 



enhancement for redacted police records: no invisible redactions, with is consistent with the 

Federal Freedom of Information Act. Document redactions should be clearly indicated, and 

accompanied by a citation which points to the language in the act justifying the exemption. 

Cwiek provided transparencies of the incident report as an example of why the policy is 

needed.  

 

  Adjournment – The Chair adjourned the meeting at 7:48 pm. 


