POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION
MINUTES
Monday, May 16, 2011

Asian Arts Initiative
1219 Vine St Philadelphia, PA 19107

Present: Branson, Bronson, Burley, Castillo-Perez, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, Crumlish, Islam,
James, Kung, Meade, Phillips, Salgado, Volz

Absent (Excused): Goldfein

Absent Unexcused: Spraggins, Burley
Counsel: Hayes

Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Chaffin

Chair Mu’min Islam called the meeting to order at 6:05 pm

REGULAR SESSION

1. Chair’s Report — Chair Islam greeted the public, and explained the role of the Commission
as the oversight agency for the Philadelphia Police Department. Chair Islam discussed the
mission and activities of the Commission to date, including the complaint process, our role in
policy issues, and two recent hearings on individual cases, and . The Nizah Morris case,
Spanish-speaking investigators. Possible hearings on racial profiling Stop-And-Frisk.

2. Review of Minutes of April 2011 meeting — Minutes were unanimously approved by voice
vote. Deputy Director Anderson verified that the April Minutes and May meeting agenda
were posted on the Commission website in advance of the meeting as required by the
Sunshine Act.

3. Secretary’s Report — The PAC Internal Operating Procedures note that three unexcused
absences is considered a de facto resignation. As a result, a letter accepting the resignation of
Commissioner Abdul-Aleem was mailed to him on May 6th, with copies to the Mayor and
Managing Director. Official Commission letterhead is now available from the Secretary.

4. Report of Executive Director - The Executive Director reported that the Commission has
received six complaints in May to date, which brings the 2011 total to 47 complaints to date,
2 more than we received to date in May 2010. There are currently 222 active investigations
(180 full investigations, 42 audits). Six cases were closed by the IRC committee at its May
meeting, (1 unfounded, 3 Not Sustained, 1 Exonerated, 1, Lack of Cooperation). The hearing
in the Matter of Anthony Abrams has been re-scheduled to June 15" & 16", We are
attempting to identify a location for the June meeting. Official Public Notices of Commission



meetings and hearings are published in the legal notices section of the Philadelphia Daily
News. A final copy of the mediation letter has been approved and we will be attempting to
establish a meeting with the FOP to discuss mediation. Executive Director Johnson noted
that he recently met with students at the De La Salle School to discuss the Commission’s role
in Police-Community Relations. The Executive Director is continuing to work with
Commissioner Phillips to identify candidates for Spanish-speaking interns and have them
interviewed by Commission members.

5. Bey Hearing Panel — Commissioner Branson gave a brief report on the Anthony Bey
hearing, which involves allegations of physical abuse and an illegal search. Testimony was
taken from three witnesses on April 27, and two police officers on April 28". The Panel in
working on a draft opinion in the case.

6. Banks Hearing Panel — Commissioner Crumlish gave a brief report on the Kemp Banks
hearing panel, which involves an Abuse of Authority allegation during an off-duty incident.
Testimony was taken from the complainant and a supporting witness on DAY, and. The
subject officer and other police testimony will be taken at a later date.

7. Report of Counsel — Counsel Michael Hayes briefed the Commission on the subpoena
issued to the District Attorney’s office in the Nizah Morris matter. The subpoena was served
on May 11™, and has a return date of June 1*'. Hayes also noted that he is prepared to discuss
the rights of immigrants and the obligations of police during an investigative stop.

Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees:

A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) No meeting held in May,
the committee passed addendum 4.3, a recommendation regarding the setup of
rooms and other requirements for commission meetings, including posting of the
agenda, minutes, etc. Secretary Volz proposed that Commissioners consider
eliminating the current rule prohibiting alternates from serving on committees and
hearing panels. Draft language regarding this will be offered by the committee at the
next meeting.

B. Public Relations Committee (Salgado) The committee did not meet
in May, but is continuing to work closely with staff to 1) review the websites of
other oversight agencies for design and content ideas, and 2) seek additional input
from other PAC committee chairs regarding content, direction and focus of our site.
There was additional discussion of money which may be available for website
development in the upcoming fiscal year.

C. Investigatory Review Committee (Cavanaugh) Commissioner
Cavanaugh discussed the IRC’s attempts to reduce the outstanding caseload by
systematically looking at the 10 oldest cases each month, in addition to reviewing
new cases, and assigning cases to panels.

D. Personnel Committee - (Kung) Report waived.



E. Mediation Committee (James) Commissioner James reported that the
Committee has reviewed and sent the mediation proposal letter prepared by staff to
the FOP, and is attempting to schedule a meeting.

F. Annual Report Committee — (Islam) reported that the committee has

received a draft report from 2009 and 2010, and will send a final version to the full
Commission within a week.

PUBLIC SESSION

- Tim Cwiek Phila Gay News — Briefly discussed the Nizah Morris case.

- Mayors Commission on Asian American Affairs — Several members of the commission,
including Chair Nina Ahmad, attended and discussed their role in working with the Asian
community.

- Varughese Murder Case — Responding to questions from PAC and members of the
Commission on Asian-American affairs, Deputy Commissioner Stephen Johnson
noted that homicide detectives have issued an arrest warrant in the case of Mohan
Varughese, and were confident he will be apprehended shortly.

- Sgt. Melendez, 6™ Police District — responded to a series of questions regarding parking,
noise complaints, and trash citations, and promised to follow up with several citizens after
the meeting.

- Mrs. Chen — discussed her experience reporting noise problems in the 3" District. A staff
member of the Commission on Asian-American Affairs has been helping Ms. Chen, and she
was also referred to the DA’s Nuisance Task Force and 3™ District Capt. Mike Ryan.

- John from PCEC - asked about training officers receive to handle those who have limited
English skills.

- Phillip Concetti — asked about the protocol for officers identifying themselves by badge
number. Dept. Commissioner Johnson noted that police are required to do so by directive.

Adjournment — The Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:22pm.



