
POLICE ADVISORY COMMISSION  
MINUTES 
Monday, April 16, 2012 
8th Police District   
James J. Ramp Recreation Center, 3300-40 Solly Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19136

 
 
Present: Bronson, Crumlish, Garcia, Goldfein, Haynes, James, Volz  
 
Staff: Johnson, Anderson, Chaffin, Michael 
 
Counsel: Chentis 
 
Absent (Excused): Branson, Cavanaugh, Chaudhary, James 
 
Absent (Unexcused):   
 
Chair Goldfein called the meeting to order at 7:40 PM.  
 
PUBLIC SESSION 
 

- In reference to remarks made at the March Commission meeting, Tim Cwiek asked that the 
minutes be amended, and noted that he “wasn’t stating that you didn’t have the document,” 
but simply meant the Commission did not have a complete, un-redacted copy of the 
document. 

          

-    Margaret L. Recupido, Adm. Aide to Councilman Brian J. O'Neill, 10th Council District 
thanked the Commission for holding its meeting in the district, and urged members to return in 
the future. 

 
REGULAR SESSION  

1. Review of Minutes – February and March 2012 Minutes were reviewed and approved. 
 
2. Sunshine Act Certifications – Minutes from the March 19, 2012 Meeting were posted on 

the Commission website on April 5, 2012. The Agenda for the April 16th meeting was not 
posted on the website in time for the April meeting. 

 
3. Secretary’s Report – There are 12 sitting Commissioners, 7 are needed for quorum 

purposes. Our Chair will report on pending appointments/re-appointments. A copy of 
Recommendation 2012-2 attached. Motion to approve the Recommendation carried 
unanimously, Deputy Executive Director will circulate and post on the Commission website. 
It was not possible for the Secretary to redact and compile charts of closed cases from I.R.C. 
meeting.  They will be provided to Commissioners via email. February meeting minutes 
which were not available for action at the March meeting were approved. 

 
 
4. Chair’s Report – Chair Goldfein reported that there are three pending new appointments to 



the Commission, which will likely be completed by the end of April. All sitting 
commissioners with two year terms have been re-appointed to new terms. There will be four 
new commissioners and two new alternates.   

 
5. Report of Counsel – Counsel Chentis noted that counsel is recommending that the 

Commission not file an amicus brief in support of the Pittsburgh Citizen Police Review 
Board’s case before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. A detailed memo explaining the 
recommendation will be circulated.   

 
Report of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees: 

  
A. Operating Procedures Committee (Volz) – Waived. 

B. Public Relations Committee (Haynes) – Committee Chair asked that 
any Commissioners who have ideas regarding the website should contact her. 
Deputy Director is interviewing three interns provided by the Dept. of Technology. 
The Intern will work closely with staff on GIS/Mapping projects and improvements 
to the website.     

C. Investigatory Review Committee – Chair Goldfein chaired the April 
11 IRC meeting. She discussed the status of cases older than one year, and the 
recent procedures (Article 11) adopted by the Commission, which automatically 
closes these cases, unless the Executive Director formally requests for them to 
remain open and cites appropriate reasons. After reviewing these cases for 6 or 8 
weeks, the IRC members who attended the April meeting voted not to stop the 
automatic closure of the cases, that there was no indication that the cases would be 
resolved this year. Commissioner Islam asked how many cases were in this status. 
Secretary Volz noted that there were 51 from 2009, and 45 from 2010). Chair 
Goldfein noted that the IRC only received two justifications for keeping cases on 
the docket, 1 – the officer interviews hadn’t been scheduled, and 2 – Final reports 
had not been received. Commissioner Islam suggested that 1- it was a disservice to 
complainants to summarily close their files in this fashion, and 2 – without some 
sort of retroactivity clause, the Commissioners can’t simply close cases before they 
(Commissioners) were appointed in 2010. Commissioner Crumlish noted that 1- 
some of the cases in the group are audited cases, where the Commission waits for 
the Internal Affairs Bureau to finish its work, or 2 – procedures in which the 
Commission staff waits for Internal Affairs to schedule interviews. Addressing the 
resulting backlog of cases required time limits, noted both Goldfein and Crumlish. 
Commissioner Islam insisted that cases should be closed based on outcomes rather 
than convenience. Executive Director Johnson asked if all of the members of IRC 
voted to close the cases as described by the Chair; and noted that several members 
of the panel felt the information provided by staff was adequate to allow the cases to 
remain open. There was additional discussion of joint investigations by PAC & 
Internal Affairs investigators, specifically the practice of waiting for IA to take the 
lead in scheduling officer interviews, and the effect of the police contract. There 
was discussion of Commissioner Cavanaugh’s motion to revise Article 11. The 
motion died after a 3-3 vote, explained Goldfein. Executive Director Johnson asked 
if Commissioner Branson, the 7th member of the IRC voted, Commissioner Volz 
said she can’t be forced to cast a vote. The IRC also asked staff to provide a draft 



protocol for videotaping and details on how the interviews will be conducted. It was 
also voted that transcripts of all hearings be automatically ordered.    

 
D. Personnel Committee - Report waived. 

E. Mediation Committee – Report waived.  

F. Annual Report Committee – Commissioner Volz noted that the 
report is completed, and will be circulated shortly. 

 
 
6. Report of the Executive Director - Executive Director William Johnson reported that there 

are 138 open, active complaints. There are two outstanding opinions (Banks & Abrams). The 
May Commission meeting will be held at 6:30 PM in the 25th Police District at the Antonia 
Pantoja Charter School, 4101 N. Front St, Philadelphia, PA 19140 

 
 

8:45PM – Business Meeting adjourned.  
 
 


