YOUTH
COUNT

PHILADELPHIA 2015

Each year, Philadelphia performs a Point-in-Time Count of all homeless individuals living on the
streets, unsheltered, or in temporary shelter housing. The purpose is to estimate the size of the
population in need of housing and critical life supports, and the Point-in-Time Count is the only
statistical estimate of street homelessness currently being conducted.

Given that homelessness can look much different for a young person than an adult, the Youth
Count was created to help accurately capture the population. Led by Valley Youth House, a
Coalition including Covenant House PA, YSI Youth Emergency Services, and other local youth
service providers works to promote the Youth Count in the community and facilitate the event.
The Youth Count seeks to count homeless young people in Philadelphia on a quarterly basis,
with the next event scheduled for June 24-26, 2015.

It is estimated that there are over 3,000 young people experiencing homelessness in
Philadelphia each year, but less than 150 were counted during the January 2015 quarterly
count. In order to properly advocate for funding and services, the support of the community is
needed to ensure a more accurate representation of the need during the June count.

Volunteers are needed to:
e Contact businesses to donate hygiene kit incentives (ongoing)
e Promote the Youth Count to local agencies and community (ongoing)
o Share the flyer and connect to Valley Youth House website and Facebook page
Promote the Youth Count at the Hip Hop for Philly kick-off event (June 12th, 3pm-7pm)
Create hygiene kit bags for distribution (June 22nd, 4pm-6pm; June 23rd, 12pm-2pm)
Conduct surveys (June 24-26)

Each volunteer must register for a mandatory 1-hour training prior to the June 24-26 event.
Trainings are held June 9 (12 pm), June 11 (1 pm), June 16 (4 pm) and June 19 (3 pm). There
is no training necessary to volunteer with pre-event tasks. Thank you for your support!

Volunteer Inquiries: Promotional Events: General Inquiries:
Lisa Bollwage Michael O’Bryan Sarah Morrison

Achieving Independence Center Village of Arts & Humanities Valley Youth House
[bollwage@aicenter.us obryan.m.e@gmail.com smorrison@vyhphila.org

215-574-9194 215-834-3853 215-925-3180 x305
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