
    
           
 

 
Room 216 - City Hall 

Philadelphia, PA  19107 
Phone: 215. 686.6210 or 6211 

Fax: 215.686.2170 
www.phila.gov  

 
 

MAYOR NUTTER AND FIRE COMMISSIONER AYERS ANNOUNCE 
NEW INVESTMENT IN EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES 

 
 
Philadelphia, February 12 – Mayor Michael A. Nutter announced this morning that his upcoming budget will 
contain $3.8m in additional funding for Philadelphia’s Emergency Medical Services.  These funds will be 
directed towards additional response vehicles, increased levels of personnel and new supplies and equipment, 
all aimed at the goal of reducing emergency response times. 
 
“These additional resources underline our commitment to increasing our investment in Philadelphia’s 
emergency response services,” said Mayor Nutter.  “The money that will be contained within the Budget for the 
coming fiscal year will build upon the improvements that the Fire Department has already initiated.” 
 
At a press conference at the Philadelphia Fire Department’s Emergency Operations Center the Mayor and Fire 
Commissioner outlined plans to invest the additional resources in: 
 

 Two additional Emergency Medical Service Units in FY09 (with a further three vehicles in FY10) 
 Funding for 40 new EMS medics and overtime for existing medics 
 Supplies and equipment 
 Continued expansion of units to 24/7 operation as needed  

 
The five-year strategic plan which will be published on Thursday in conjunction with the Budget builds on 
critical improvements that are already underway including: 
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 Increasing medic units from 28 full time units to 33 full time units 
 Increasing PEAK time units from 45 peak units to 50 peak units (Monday – Friday, 8am – 6pm) 

 
These improvements, combined with other initiatives, such as the creation of a 311 call center and increased 
public education regarding 911, will further help to reduce the burden on 911 and EMS medics.  
 
Also present at the press conference were Councilwoman Krajewski, Councilwoman Miller, Councilman 
Kenney, Councilman Kelly, City Controller Alan Butkovitz and Brian McBride, President of the IAFF Local 
#22. 
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