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ISSUE: 

A project brought to the attention of the department that a loophole exists in Section A-902.2.2 of the 
Philadelphia Administrative Code related to building permit fees.  This section waives the demolition fee 
for building demolition included on the same building permit that is issued for construction of a new 
structure on the same site.  This provision of the code was not intended to waive the fee for demolition of 
a major structure when replaced by a minor structure. 

An example of this inequity would be the demolition of a high-rise building included on the same permit 
application with erection of a booth to operate a parking lot on the vacant site.  Clearly, the intent is not to 
offer such a discount.  The intent is to address the case where one structure is being demolished to 
make way for a replacement structure on the site. 

 

DIRECTION: 

When demolition of a structure and erection of a new "replacement" structure are presented on the same 
building permit application, the building permit fee charged shall be the larger of the demolition fee 
pursuant to Section A-902.2.2 or the new construction fee pursuant to Section A-902.2.1. 


