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QUESTIONS: 
 
There is a conflict between the Property Maintenance Code and the Plumbing Code regarding 
the number of plumbing fixtures required in dormitories.  Section PM-405.1.2 of the Property 
Maintenance Code requires dormitories to have a minimum of one water closet, lavatory and 
bathtub or shower for each six occupants or fraction thereof.  Table P-701 of the Plumbing 
Code requires fewer fixtures of each type for dormitories.  Which set of requirements should be 
used for dormitories?  In addition, neither code specifically addresses how to classify homeless 
shelters.  How should homeless shelters be classified for purposes of determining the required 
plumbing fixture count? 
 
 
INTERPRETATION: 
 
The Plumbing Code applies to new construction and changes in Use Group classification.  The 
Property Maintenance Code is intended as a minimum standard for existing buildings and uses.  
The standards for existing uses should not exceed the standards for new uses. 
 
In terms of living arrangements, homeless shelters function in a manner similar to dormitories 
and the fixture requirements for dormitories are appropriate for homeless shelters.  For  
dormitories and homeless shelters, the fixture requirements of Table P-701 of the Plumbing 
Code shall be used in place of the requirements of Section PM-405.1.2 of the Property 
Maintenance Code. 
 
The fixture requirements (a) of Table P-701 are: 

Water Closets (men) .............. 1 for every 10 men 
Water Closets (women).......... 1 for every 8 women 
Urinals .................................... 1 for every 25 men; 1 for every 50 men over 150 
Lavatories............................... 1 for every 12 persons 
Bathtubs or Showers.............. 1 for every 20 persons 

Note (a):  The fixture numbers apply to the number of persons indicated or fraction thereof. 


