Statement of Significance, Overbrook Farms Historic District

MY INDIAN POLICY

LIVE in a most peaceful home,
Upon a quiet street;
Yet when within my door 1 come
I'm very apt to meet
Two savage braves in porgeous suits,
And moccasins instead of boots.

Now who is safe from tomahawks
When such as these appear
They utter awful yells and squawks
That pierce their victim's ear,
“Tis best to go down on my knees,
And grant them anything they please.

For these fierce chieftains will not take
My scalp, if T will give
A slice of that especial cake
On which they love to live;
And if I offer cambric tea

They'll ¢ friendly Indians be.
ey’ll very friendly Indians be #}Oll\m

Emily Sargent Lewis, @AMy | 5310rexel Road, iewiyHodse 1910

AMy I ndian Policy, 06 a poem published by Emily
Drexel Road, presents an idyllic image of suburban domesticity at turn-of-the-century Overbrook
Farms, a place where most peaceful homes lined quiet streets and complex problems were

solved with especial cakes and cambric tea, amildc h i | ddrink bréaed with milk and sugar.*
However, although peaceful and quiet, Overbrook Farms was not disconnected from the

modern, urban, industrial City of Philadelphia. It was, in fact, explicitly developed as an essential
component of the emerging modern metropolis, engineered with great precision to provide a
stable, safe, sanitary, orderly, attractive, and efficient environment for well-heeled residents of

the modern city. And its inhabitants were likewise quintessentially modern. Poet Emily Sargent
Lewis was also a suffragette and president of the Equal Franchise Society of Philadelphia, who
aut hored plays advoc &Hdrmsband, dMlfrediewss wad an enginegrh t s
president of the Tabor Manufacturing Company, and close friend and colleague of Frederick
Winslow Taylor, the world-renowned creator of scientific management, the efficiency system

that revolutionized industrial production at the turn of the century.® Their neighbors were families
headed by manufacturers, merchants, attorneys, bankers, stockbrokers, educators, artists,
architects, and other professionals.

Overbrook Farms is a suburban residential development of approximately 500 properties
located on the western edge of the City of Philadelphia and centered on the Main Line of the
former Pennsylvania Railroad. Laid out in the early 1890s and populated with large detached
and semi-detached houses designed by prominent architects in various revival styles between
the 1890s and the 1920s, Overbrook Farms retains a high degree of integrity and clearly
documentsacr i t i cal mo me nt evblutionPwhenltha citgreaphied ita Zesith as an
industrial, commercial, and financial center. Developed by bankers and designed by architects
and engineers, Overbrook Farms was a complex machine intended to rationally, efficiently, and

Sar



scientifically satisfy the physical and psychological needs of its upper-middle and upper class
residents, who had created the dirty, chaotic city but did not want to live in it. Like the
enterprises that neighborhoodd engineers, industrialists, attorneys, bankers, and stockbrokers
designed, ran, represented, financed, and bought and sold, the development was a well-oiled,
for-profit venture intent on producing a highly desirable commodity, the ideal domestic
environment. With stylish spacious houses set on large landscaped lots, clean water, plentiful
steam heat, reliable electricity, well-maintained roads and sidewalks, and sanitary sewerage
and drainage, Overbrook Farms was radically disconnected from the urban, commercial, and
industrial sections of the city, yet remained inextricably linked to them, most tangibly by the
Pennsylvania Railroad line. As the advertisements for the development exclaimed, Overbrook

Farms was AA Desirable Home Pl ace, S uwdtes,’5Sban Li vin
miles, 10 cents fr odhiglylegbtk anf extreamely edifyingebtickseamd: 0

mortar documentofaveryi mport ant moment i n ORenbrobkdamasl phi ads hi
warrants the Phil adel p héesgnatibn, protection, and pres&@vatomi s si oné s

The Overbrook Farms Historic District satisfies seven Criteria for Designation (a, c, d, e, f, h,
and j) as delineated in Section 14-2007(5) ofthe Phil adel phi a Code, the Cityds
preservation ordinance. Paraphrasing the criteria, the Overbrook Farms Historic District:

(a) Has significant character, interest and value as part of the development, heritage and
cultural characteristics of the City, Commonwealth and Nation and is associated with the
lives of persons significant in the past;

(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterized by distinctive architectural styles;
(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of architectural styles and engineering
specimens;

(e) Is the work of architects, landscape architects, and engineers whose production has
significantly influenced the historical, architectural, economic, social, and cultural
development of the City, Commonwealth and Nation;

(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials and craftsmanship which represent
significant innovations;

(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an
established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community or City;

(j) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social and historical heritage of the
community.

The period of significance of the Overbrook Farms Historic District spans from 1850, when the
trains first ran through the district, to 1929, when the last of the original buildings of the
development was constructed and the first of the original buildings demolished. During this
period, the men and women who lived and worked in Overbrook Farms created a vibrant
community that had broad-ranging and significant effects beyond the bounds of the suburban
development.

Philadel phi a6s Early Suburbs

When its developers first imagined Overbrook Farms in 1892, Philadelphia had been the home
to garden railroad suburbs for nearly 50 years. For example, during the decades after the
opening of the Philadelphia, Germantown & Norristown Railroad to Germantown in 1832, the
Johnson and Haines farmsteads west of Germantown Avenue, in what was then an
independent township, were developed as the fashionable Tulpehocken residential
neighborhood, with large Victorian houses set on green lots. However, unlike the later
development that would occur at Overbrook Farms, the development at Tulpehocken was the



result of small-scale developers worked individually, erecting houses of various sizes, styles,

and values in a piecemeal fashion over a long period of time without the benefits of economies

of scale or a private, integrated infrastructure system. After the same railroad was extended to

Chestnut Hill in 1854, Samuel Austin constructed several grand Italianate villas on large green

lawns along Summit Street, the highest point in the newly-consolidated city. Others including

Charles Taylor erected suburban villas for commuters on Norwood Avenue and the other streets

around Summit Avenue and the railroad station in Chestnut Hill in the mid nineteenth century,

creating a pleasant suburban community, but, again, these were relatively small-scale ventures.

At about the same time, in the early 1850s, suburban development began in West Philadelphia,

which had been linked to the city center by a growing street car system. Samuel Harrison and

Nathaniel B. Browne developed a tract of farmland as Hamilton Terrace. There, architect

Samuel Sloan erected picturesque Gothic Revival and Italianate villas in the romantic manner

advocated by landscape theorist Andrew Jackson Downing in the 1840s. Nearby, around 40"

and Pine Streets, developer Jacob Knorr platted the land and sold lots for houses on the

condition that the buyers erect "substantial stone or brick buildings." To the southeasto f Knor r 6s
subdivision, real estate developer Charles M.S. Leslie constructed Woodland Terrace, a larger
development of 22 Italianate twins crafted to appear as large single houses. To protect his

development in this pre-zoning era, Leslie incorporated a restrictive clause into the Woodland

Terrace deeds that prohibited the erection of a "slaughterhouse, skin dressing house or engine

house, blacksmith shop or carpenter shop, glue, soap, candle or starch manufactory or any

ot her of f en s i®teerpcturesgye aubuirbamdev@lopments grew along the rail and

street car lines in and around Philadelphia during the decades before and after the Civil War, for

example at Powelton Village, Jenkintown, and Ridley Park, but none was like those established

in the late nineteenth century by the Drexel Syndicate and Wendell & Smith, the developers of

Over brook Farms as wel | as Wd@verbrook Fatms, fuBledbyi d 6 s |, an
t he Drexel Syndicateds acces Wendal & Snmitboworkedats amount s
entirely novel scales and intensities, creating a unique, suburban community that maintains its

beauty and significance more than a century later.

Drexel & Co.

On 28 October 1892, Anthony J. Drexel, the senior partner of Drexel & Co., one of the most

powerful investment banks in the world, completed the negotiations for the purchase of the John

M. George Estate, 171 acres of open land on the western edge of Philadelphia that would be

developed as Overbrook Farms.® The proceeds of the sale would endow the George School, a

Quaker boarding school in Newtown, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. A contemporary report on

the purchase agreemente x pl ai ned t hat #Athe tract wild.l be open
purchaser. It is one of the highest pieces of ground within the city limits, being at its highest

point, about 250 feet above city datum. The ground is covered with fine old trees, and slopes on

all sides t owa FAh1888 reap of the asda sheves that thé George Estate tract

was largely open, undeveloped land. The Pennsylvania Rai | roadés MaitnactLi ne bi
The Overbrook Railroad Station stood as it stands today at the intersection of the tracks with

City Avenue. Two roads crossed the tract, Lancaster Pike, an ancient turnpike on its current

bed, and Merion Road, which ran parallel to and northeast of the railroad line, but was later

removed. A handful of buildings, all related to the George Estate, most of which were later

removed, stood on the tract near City Avenue to the northeast and southwest of the railroad

line. The tract was crossed by streams and dotted by ponds. Excepting a few large estates

including those of David Scull and Wistar Morris, the surrounding land was likewise

undeveloped. The linear village of Haddington, which stood along Haverford Avenue about one-

half mile to the south, marked the edges of urban growth at the time.
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The George Tract, bounded by City Avenue at the northwest and bisected by Lancaster Pike
and the Pennsylvania Railroad, 1877

Drexel negotiated the purchase of the George Tract on behalf of himself and the other members

of the so-called Drexel Syndicate, a group of investors associated with Drexel & Co., one of the

wor |l dds most .pQhereneribars inclidec Gesrge W. Childs, a life-long Drexel

friend and the publisher of the Public Ledger, a major Philadelphia daily newspaper, and

Edward T. Stotesbury and James W. Paul Jr., partners at Drexel & Co . Paul was-Drexel 6
in-law, married to his daughter Frances Katherine Drexel, who died in 1892.8

Before Drexel could complete the purchase of the George Tract, he died suddenly on 30 June

1893 while in Karlsbad, Bohemia°’Despi t e Drexel 6s sudden death, the
headed by Stotesbury, completed the purchase on 5 July 1893, paying $425,000 for the land.

The Drexel Syndicate did not purchase the property directly from the George Estate, but instead

purchased through its agent, Wendell & Smith, which took title to the property before passing it

to the Syndicate.™ Although the Drexel Syndicate did not formally complete the sale until July

1893, preliminary work on the Overbrook Farms development had begun earlier that year, on 20

February 1893."" Stone, a building materials trade magazine, not ed i n March 1893 th
Childs and Drexel, large land owners at Wayne, Pa., and other places along the lines of

railways, have just started quite an operation of country homes at Overbrook near

Phi | ad & Wpndéll & Sniith opened a real estate sales office, a handsome stone building

designed by architect Horace Trumbauer, at 6092 Drexel Road, adjacent to the railroad station,

on 6 June 1893. It appears that George H. Freedley took title to the first lot, 5918 Drexel Road,

on 13 August 1893.*Fr eedl ey was trained as an architect anc
marble business, J.K. Freedley & Son, whichhads uppl| i ed marble for® Chil dsé

and Walnut Streets and the Drexel Building on Wall Street in Manhattan.™



ANTHONY J, DREXEL, FOR YEARS THE LEADING PHILADELPILIA BANKER~-IN IN71
MR. DREXEL TOOK J. PIERPONT MORGAN INTO PARTNERSMIP, TUEREBY
SETTING HIM IN THE PATH OF FINANCIAL SUPREMACY

Anthony Drexel

GEORGE W. CHILDS, FOR THIRTY YEARS OWNER
OF THE PUBLIC LEDGER, FAMOUS BOTH AS A
PUBLISHER AND AS A PHILANTHROPIST

George W. Childs

EDWARD T. STOTESBURY, WHO, BEGINNING AS A CLERK, HAS RISEN TO BE HEAD OF THE
DREXEL HOUSE-~HR 15 PHILADELPHIA'S LEADING FINANCIER AND
A GENEROUS PATRON OF THE ARTS

Edward T. Stotesbury

JAMES W, PAUL, JR.

James W. Paul Jr.
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84th Ward, Philadelphia. WENDELL:* SMITH, - i Sﬁﬁot\
Pure Water. Steam for Heating from a Central Plant, MARSIERIS Q\)Q,Fb ,“Qﬂé (}?O j
Complete Sewers. Electric Light by Metre.
== 7 ‘ ?;////>/)//////«,}//k/ April 5rd,1804. 7
Jonn Wilso:
’ Real Dstate Agent, P.R.R., Phila

is at present on the plan 50 feet wide,

edicates the ground to a line 80 feet

not dedicated. Ve

think the matter concerns us particularly, and merely mention it

1e intention of both parties to have 63rd Street opened

soon as the question of Judgments against the P.R.R., of

Nearly Two Million Dollars
Expended on Land and Permanent Improvements.

Yours very truly,

Over Half a Million Dollars’ Worth of /)
Land and Houses Sold. ! Managers.

( enclosure) Deed of Dedication, Pe R.Re. t0 City of Philae

\ WENDELL & SMITH, Managers,
OVERBROOK, PHILADELPHIA.

Advertise}hentf Public Ledger Almanac, 1895 Overbrook Farms letterhead, 1894

Overbrook Farms was not the first real estate development undertaken by the Drexel Syndicate.

In 1880, the Syndicate, headed at the time by Drexel and Childs, had purchased 600 acres of

farm land 15 miles west of Philadelphia straddlingt he Pennsyl vani aineRvoérd r oad o0 s
it developed the suburban communities of Wayne and St. David&. There, the Syndicate

established the business model that it would replicate in the 1890s at Overbrook Farms and

alsoPelham, a suburban subdivision in Philadelphiads V

The Paoli Local

Essential to the Drexel Syndicate business model of suburban development was comfortable,

convenient, and inexpensive access to Philadelphi a 6 s d ocare, had omly for the

businessman but also the shopper and theater-goer.i The st ores and office bui
theatres are at twelve minutes6 distanceodo by trai
proclaimed."® Overbrook Farms, Wayne, and St . D aake ialdo&ated within easy walking

distance of passenger stations on whatwasPennsyl vani a Railroadés Main Li
frequently, the Paoli Local connected suburbaniteswi t h Br oad Street Station i
financial, commercial, and governmental center, which had shifted westward from Old City to

Broad Street with the opening of the new City Hall.'® A newspaper advertisement for Overbrook

Farmsrealestateobser ved t hat AdAthe Philadel phia street ca
passengers. No wonder you were crowded in your uncomfortable and tedious home-going.

When you I|live in Overbrook Farms, you enjoy rapid
Line Pennsylvania R.R., 14 mi fhetansinellonedtheBoar d St r
residents of Overbrook Farms to enjoy the comforts of suburban living without sacrificing the

economic, social, and cultural benefits of the city.#n Over br ook Farms é is neare
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the city, in point of time, thani st tseesidential geétion,0the developers announced.*® In
1920, famed essayist Christopher Morley waxed poetic
Arcadia, 0 on which fAone gets oneds first glimpse

Along that green embowered track
My heart throws off its pedlards pack
In memory commuting back
Now swiftly and now sl owly"
Ah! lucky people you, in sooth
Who ride that caravan of youth
The Local to Paoli!*®

Trains first rolled west out of Philadelphia in 1834, but not on the current bed of the Main Line.

Until 1850, the west-bound trains travelled through West Philadelphia on the Philadelphia &

Columbia line, which crossed the Schuylkill north of the city center, ran up an inclined plane to

the Belmont Plateau, across City Avenue about one and one-half miles northeast of Overbrook

Farms, and along what is now Montgomery Avenue in Lower Merion, before connecting with the

current Main Line train bed at Ardmore, then called Athensville. The West Philadelphia Railroad

was chartered in 1835 to circumvent the inclined plane and provide a more direct route between

Philadelphia and the West. A section was constructed along the current bed of the Main Line

from 52" Street in West Philadelphia, through what would become Overbrook Farms, across

City Avenue, and on to Athensville. However, before the line was completed east of 52" Street

to the Schuylkilland linkedt o t he citybés railroad network, the W
The partially complete line sat unused for several years. Eventually, the Commonwealth of

Pennsylvania took control of the failed railroad and track was laid between 52™ Street and the

city center in 1850. The first trains ran on the line on 15 October 1850, rendering the inclined

plane obsolete. In 1857, the Pennsylvania Railroad, which had operated in western part of the

state, purchased the Main Line from the Commonwealth and began upgrading it. The following

year, W.H. Wilson, the resident engineermionpf the P
noted that: AAs much inconvenience is experienced
West Philadelphia, City Avenue, and West Chester intersection, | would recommend the
construction of frame buil di AWisonas thggeudlbabdnt 5o
station at City Avenue, now called Overbrook, was promptly heeded. The following year, in

1859, the Pennsylvania Railroad reported to its s
accommodation of passengers have been erected at West Philadelphia, City Avenue, and

Coatesville, and one is now in preparation for Athensville. *dAlthough it has been altered and

open-ai r passenger shelters have bebeibinlB%Bdredly t he fsn
1859, where the Main Line crosses City Avenue, still stands and is probably the oldest surviving

station building on the line. The Pennsylvania Railroad continued to refer to the stop as the City

Avenue Station during the Civil War, but had renamed it the Overbrook Station by 1869.%



Overbrook Station, c.9b - T Herman Wendell, c. 1898

Wendell & Smith, the Developers

AtOver brook Farms as wel dndRelhamWaeDrexe| SynBitate ergagedi d 6 s
the firm of Wendell & Smith, headed by Herman Wendell and Walter Bassett Smith, to direct all

of the aspects of the development. Unlike other local suburban developers, Wendell & Smith

undertook very large projects in which they controlled every aspect of the development from the

platting of land and the installation and maintenance of private infrastructure systems to the

financing, design, construction, sales, and rentals of lots and homes. Constructing large

developments, Wendell & Smith took advantage of economies of scale, providing high quality
construction at reasonable prices. Touting its clout in the building materials marketplace,

Wendell & Smith challenged thatitwoul d #Al i ke to see an owner put in
No. We buy our pine in Florida. Everything else the same way. We buy and work by
whol e&8hei ke smaller devel oper s, the firm constru

or mor e hous?/s manyas800 toi4d8 enendworked on the initial construction at

Overbrook Farms in 1893 and 1894.%° In summer of 1896, as the infrastructure neared

completion and house construction ramped up in Overbrook, We ndel | & Seportech wer e 0
aspreparing plans for 50 houses,® work on which wil

About 1882, Herman Wendell and Walter Bassett Smith, who had been classmates at the

Franklin Institute Drawing School, partnered to form Wendell & Smith, a real estate

development company that became one of the most important and prolific in turn-of-the-century

Phil adel phia. That year, the new firm beglan deve
Syndicate. The company was admitted to the Roster of t
Philadelphia on 4 June 1887.%” Wendell & Smith not only constructed suburban communities

like Overbrook Farms and Pelham, it also undertook other development projects. For example,

in the mid 1890s, it designed and constructed Willow Grove Park, a large amusement park

outside Philadelphia, for the Union Traction Company, owned by the Widener-Elkins transit

syndicate.” Wendell & Smith operated until about World War I, when the two founders would

have been in their mid 60s and ready for retirement.

I
h

Herman Wendell was a direct descendent of Evert Jansen Wendell, an early Dutch settler, who
immigrated to New Amsterdam in 1642 and Fort Orange (Albany) in 1651. The Wendells
established themselves as one of the most prominent Dutch families in the Hudson Valley. A



branch of the family moved east to Boston in the early eighteenth century, where it produced

many | uminaries including OIliver Weherdlsahcl Hol mes.
Wendell, was a Quaker and part of the Boston branch of the family. He moved north to Dover,

New Hampshire in 1806, where he established important textile mills on the Piscataqua River as

well as a cut nail factory and an iron foundry. Afterlsaac Wendel | 6 s business fail
of the late 1820s, sending several members of his prominent family into bankruptcy, he fled to

Philadelphia, where he was received at the Frankford Monthly Meeting from the Dover, New

Hampshire Monthly Meeting in 1833.% In Philadelphia, Wendell and his older son, Isaac P.

Wendell, established a textile factory.*® Evert Jansen Wendell (1827-1908), Her manés fathe
was born in 1827, during this tumultuous period, as the family fled New Hampshire for

Philadelphia.® Evert |, He r ma nnéasied fAlEigaihHepper Smith in 1849 and was

subsequently disowned by the Philadelphia Monthly Meetin g f or fAmarri ¥ge out of
Herman Wendell was born to Evert and Abigail in Philadelphia about 1852.%° He attended the

Franklin Institute Drawing School in the first quarter of the 1869-1870 term and then appeared in

city directories in 1875 as a carpenter with a residence in the Frankford section of

Philadelphia.* In 1877, he partnered in a carpentry business with Frank Price, brother of

architects William and Walter Price. Wendell married Lilla A. Stewart on 17 May 1877 in Clay

County, Florida.®® The Wendells had two sons, both of whom were born in Frankford and later

worked for their father. Robert Stewart Wendell was born on 6 October 1878, attended

Haverford College, and became civil engineer. Evert Jansen Wendell II, named for his

grandfather and the early settler, was born on 17 May 1884, attended Harvard College, became

a landscape architect, and designed several buildings for Overbrook Farms.* In 1880, Herman

Wendell maintained an office at 14 S. 32" Street in West Philadelphia and was living on

Powdermill Lane in Frankford.®” Frank and William Price designed a house for Wendell on the

Powdermill Lane site in 1883; the house was demolished many years ago.*® In 1888, Wendell

moved to Wayne on the Main Line, where he and his partner were overseeing suburban

development for the Drexel Syndicate.*® About this time, Wendell remarried and he and his new

wife, Mary Scott Wendell, had a son, Douglas Cary Wendell, about 1895.% Wendell was an avid

and accomplished golfer who competed nationally. In 1897, he and other local golfers
established the St. Davidés Golf Club. Wendell su
opened in 1898, and was its first champion.* Wendell went on to become a renowned golfer,

winning major senior tournaments throughout the northeast.*> Wendell was also involved in

numerous ventures outside the Wendell & Smith real estate development company. He was a

director of the Wayne Title & Trust Company, incorporated on 10 February 1890.* In 1898,

while still involved with Wendell & Smith, he founded a second real estate development

company with Frederick Howard Treat (1851-1917). Wendell & Treat maintained an office at 15

Cortland Streetin New York Cityand undert ook devel opment projects
Devon Village, and Wynnewood around Philadelphia; Essex Falls in New Jersey; and Bradley

Hills, outside Washington D.C. Frederick H. Treat alone developed Rosemont, also outside
WashingtonD.C*1 n 1909, Wendell was an inc@&Cgbrator of E
Company in Welch, West Virginia.* In the teens, Wendell partnered with Henry Wright as

Wendell & Wright to develop real estate including the Wistar Morris Estate, which is adjacent to

Overbrook Farms and within the historic district. After 1917, Wendell was listed in directories as

a real estate agent.*® For example, Wendell, with an office at 120 Commercial Trust Building in
Philadel phia, adwnésties¢edtaondgent lsam@ on Chesapeak
1920 The date and circumstances of Her man Wendell 6s

Surprisingly little is known aboutHe r ma n  We n d e Wal@rdBaspe#t Entith. eike,
Wendell, Smith attended the Franklin Institute Drawing School. He married a woman named
Elizabeth whose maiden name may have been Gatchel. Smith had at least one son, Walter
Gordon Smith, who was born about 1880, was an amateur ornithologist, graduated with a



degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Pennsylvania in 1902, and eventually
joined his father in the real estate business. In 1887, the Smith family moved to a Wendell &
Smith house in Haverford. In 1894, they purchased the large property at 5870 Drexel Road in
Overbrook Farms and constructed a grand Horace Trumbauer-designed house, which has
subsequently been demolished (and will be discussed later).*® After many years on Drexel
Road, they sold the property in 1907 and moved to a new Trumbauer-designed house at the
southeast corner of Overbrook Farms at 6490 Woodbine Avenue.*® Walter Bassett Smith was
an early and avid automobile enthusiast. He reported a Cleveland motor car stolen in 1897. In
1902, he purchased an Autocar from the Autocar Company of Ardmore. In 1903, he purchased
two more Autocars, a standard and a tonneau.”® In the early days of automobile touring, he and
his wife terrorized the good people of Lancaster as they sped about the countryside in one of
fit hos e cdoenrtmreadd tike tVerslell,Smith undertook real estate and development
projects outside Wendell & Smith. For example, Smith developed the suburban community of
Wynnewood Manor in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania in the early twentieth century.>® In the
late teens, after the demise of Wendell & Smith, Smith and his son Walter Gordon Smith
maintained a real estate office at 2135 N. 63 Street in Overbrook Farms and specialized in
fifine residence propert i e®lon i1n9 10~,e rdmiotokk aadhwle retl issee
Houses for Sal e Philadglphfaaawsp&ern*tindl92p, son ®Walter Gordon Smith
was listed in a University of Pennsylvania alumni directory as a real estate broker.> The date
and circumstances of Walter Bassett Smithodés death
in 1932,5g/vhen he was listed as a subscriber to the Regional Plan of the Philadelphia Tri-State
District.

Wendel | dink$rthe Drbaxél Syndicate is probably explained by Frank Smith, who may

have beenWal t er B a s Dmther or &meii ctode oekmtive. Fr ank 6 s f at her | Franl
Davenport Smith, was a contractor and builder in Woodbury, New Jersey. During the Civil War,

he enlisted in the Union Army and was killed in action in June 1864. After the loss of her

husband, Fr ankdés mot her, A 1Bsmith, mdledtlide fafnMy &olthie Socitbwark

section of Philadelphia. Sheisl i st ed in city directories as a fger
S. Front Street in 1866 and 1641 S. Front Street in 1867. Frank apprenticed with architect John

MacArthur Jr. during the 1860s. In 1867, he is listed in the city directory as ffFrank Smith, Jr.,

architect, 1641 S. Front Street,0the same address as his mother.®” After his apprenticeship to

MacArthur, Frank Smith served from 1868 to 1887 as the private secretary to George W. Childs,

one of the partners of the Drexel Syndicate and the publisher of the Public Ledger, a leading

Philadelphia daily newspaper. He was appointed as the manager of
Wayne development on 1 January 1887, five years after Wendell & Smith began to construct

the suburban enclave.®® Frank Smith likely provided Walter Bassett Smith and his development

firm with the connection to the Drexel Syndicate.

From Pasture to Parcels

Through its absolute control of development on a grand scale at Overbrook Farms, Wendell &

Smith was able to provide a stable, safe, sanitary, orderly, attractive, and efficient suburban

environment for its upper middle and upper class clientele, who increasingly experienced the

city as unstable, unsafe, unsanitary, disorderly, unattractive, and inefficient. The developers
proclaimed that iits communities Awill be apprecia
crowded residence and °UWehdelb8 Smithywassrank aboutits cbitrolg s . 0

of the development and the benefits that that control would bestow. Advertising the Pelham

subdivisioni n 1898, the developers explained that dAwhen
charming home you get the best kind of investment. The same surroundings and conditions that

make Pelham delightful to you also make it delightful to others; and those conditions must

10



always be maintained by the management in order to make THEIR immense investment
profitable. What guarantee could you have like that of a stronger power always working for your
interest in order to advance itso wn™ 0

At Overbrook Far ms, Wayne, St . Davi dos, aandd Pel ha
Bradley Hills outside Washington D.C., where Herman Wendell and partner Frederick Treat
created similar suburban communities, Wendell & Smith provided utilities of a quality that small
developers could not offer and municipalities, even large cities like Philadelphia, could or would
not provide. In a newspaper advertisement, Wendell & Smith proclaimed tha tbefdre a lot was
offered [Wendell & Smith] took the place of a Board of Public Works, and did at their own
expense what a city does at the public cost after long years of waiting.&* At Overbrook Farms,
Wendell & Smith built roads and sidewalks, a plant that distributed steam for heating to all
houses, a system that distributed pure water, a drainage system that disposed of sewage and
storm water, and a network that distributed electricity generated at the development. At
Overbrook Farms, all utilities were provided directly by the developers, not the government,
which many considered corrupt and incompetent.

According to an incomplete company ledger, Wendel | & Smith dividetdd t he A
Overbrook Farms into several categories includingit Sur we Y4 dnsa,na ClheGernilng, 0

Gr adifinDy,ad rivavgee[, nouistdam and electricall Pl ant s, 0 A WaitCeprt, oWk Of f i c
[ Car pent rayn dWoirQif]ahededger lists only one full-time Wendell & Smith employee

at Overbrook Farms, George W.B. Hicks, a young real estate man who later served in the state

|l egislature and as the executive director of Phil

predecessor to the City Planning Commission.®®

Initial survey work was undertaken by George B. Mifflin of Wayne, who had surveyed the
Wayne and Subdivisbres for Wdeddell & Smith a few years earlier. Bridge engineer
H.S. Righter was retained for survey and plan work. R.H. Johnson & Company of Wayne, a
construction engineering company with expertise in roads and sewers, was also retained.
Although not recorded in the surviving ledger, other design work was undertaken by civil
engineer Chester E. Albright of Albright & Mebus, who lived in the Pelham development and
clai med fAdevel opmremp e rotfspesialighsidiahnaP. Lathrop, a civil
engineer educated at Cornell, who lived at 6359 Woodbine Avenue in 1898, was also involved
in the early design work at Overbrook Farms.® Wendell & Smith awarded the contract for the
street work to Charles F. Stauffer of Wayne, a large municipal contracting firm, in early 1893.%°

Significant draining, cutting, filling, and grading was undertaken to transform the pasture land for

suburban development. The main and east branches of Merion Creek, where 63" Street and

Upland Way respectively were laid, and Indian Run, where 66" Street was laid, were diverted to

sewers, freeing the land for construction. A swamp along the east side of Upland Way was

drained. On 23 March 1893, Mayor Stuart signed an ordinance appropriating $50,000 and

directing the Department of Public Works to build
a point near Lancaster avenue on the westerly side of the Pennsylvania railroad to City line,

also along the easterly branch of Merion creek from its intersection with the main stream west of

the Pennsylvania railroad at Woodbine avenue, under the Pennsylvania railroad and across

private pr oper tYOn15@Octabér 1894, thevmayousigned an ordinance

approving a contract for the Merion Creek sewer with contractor B.E. Malone that set the total

cost at $33,000.%® Although that sewer was quickly constructed, the Indian Run sewer at the

southwest edge of the development was not undertaken for several years. On 19 July 1902,

Mayor Ashbridge signed an ordinance appropriating $50,000 and directing the Department of

Public Works to buil d a-sixthfstteat fameity aRua sostrevaréto i n Si X
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