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June 2, 2015 

 

Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Philadelphia Historical Commission  

City Hall -- Room 576 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

 

Re: 1910 Chestnut Street (Boyd Theatre)  

 

Dear Dr. Farnham and Philadelphia Historical Commission members: 

 

Friends of the Boyd, Inc. oppose part of the application of Pearl Properties to the Philadelphia Historical 

Commission, and comment on the rest. Organized in 2002, the year the Boyd Theatre closed as a first 

run movie theater, the Friends of the Boyd is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization and has been the primary 

advocacy organization for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, which opened in 1928. We do not oppose 

Pearl Properties from reusing the surviving portions of the Boyd. We are asking the Historical 

Commission to consider the details that are proposed.  

 

KEY POINTS: 

 

 The proposed site plan shows a loading dock and trash storage in place of the existing Foyer. 

Rather than alter the Sansom Street facade and demolish what remains of the auditorium (the 

Foyer) for a loading dock, effort should be made to place the loading dock elsewhere. New 

window cuts in East, South and West elevations would also threaten the integrity of the Foyer.  

 

 The Chestnut Street facade should be restored, including the Art Deco glass, Art Deco 

metalwork, marquee and the Terrazzo floor. 

 

SANSOM STREET ALTERATIONS AND NEW WINDOWS OPPOSED: 

 

Moviegoers exited the Boyd from the Sansom Street doors, which are depicted in a photo in the 

application. Friends of the Boyd oppose the application of Pearl to replace the doors with a loading 

dock entry and insert windows because that would alter the architecture of the longstanding exit 

doors and create a streetscape unfriendly to pedestrians, particularly as it sits directly across from the 

Rittenhouse Coffee Shop at 1904 Sansom Street, a historically certified Terra Cotta building that will be 

restored. 

 

A loading dock at the Boyd's Sansom Street entry would also obliterate the Boyd's Foyer that is between 

Sansom Street and the Grand Lobby. We realize the Historical Commission lacks jurisdiction over the 

Boyd's interior, but for reference, Foyer and Foyer Mezzanine photos are available at 

http://FriendsOfTheBoyd.org. The Foyer's two or three story Art Deco mirrors are magnificent, and 

there's also an Art Deco fountain and the Foyer Mezzanine's Art Deco metal railing. As the Foyer's  

http://friendsoftheboyd.org/
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exterior walls survive with Pearl's plan, it would be a sad loss if, as the plan states, a “loading dock and 

trash” replaces the Foyer rather than keeping these features. The loading dock should be relocated 

elsewhere.  

 

Pearl plans new windows to be inserted on the East, West, and North sides of the surviving Boyd. Rather 

than insert windows in the Foyer, we request the Loading Dock be moved elsewhere. 

 

CHESTNUT STREET FACADE SHOULD BE PROPERLY RESTORED: 

 

Though Friends of the Boyd agreed with prior developers' plans to replicate the original 1928 Art Deco 

marquee, the current 1953 Cinerama marquee is historically very significant. The Boyd was the only 

Cinerama movie theater in the region so people traveled to it from as far as Harrisburg and Lancaster 

during the 1950s and 1960s heyday of Cinerama films. Friends of the Boyd agree with the Historical 

Commission staff recommendation that the Cinerama marquee should be restored.  The neon 

should be restored, as a character defining feature. See Exhibit A, 1956 photo. 

 

Friends of the Boyd agree with the staff recommendation that “all surviving historic art glass at the 

Boyd facade is retained and restored, any missing art glass is replicated, and the new window 

frames match the historic window frames in configuration and appearance. Exhibit B1 shows the 2013 

plan to restore or replicate windows. Exhibits B2 and B3 show the windows in 1928. Photos at Exhibits 

B4 thru B7 show that some of the original glass survives in the main window and the two small windows 

towards the East (19th Street) and West (20th Street). The original Art Deco glass was the most unique 

feature of the Boyd's facade and should not be replaced by plain glass as Pearl plans. 

 

Friends of the Boyd agree with the staff recommendation that the “open vestibule of the Boyd is restored 

to its full depth without the new storefront window and door system” proposed by Pearl as the 

outdoor vestibule was always outside without any barriers, and is a character defining feature of 

the Boyd's exterior and typical of movie palaces. Exhibit C1 shows the 2013 plan to restore the vestibule 

including Art Deco glass. Exhibits C2 and C3 show the vestibule, including the original Terrazzo floor, 

which should also be kept, as a character defining feature of a historic movie theater. Exhibits C4 thru 

C6 show the original Art Deco metalwork and glass which is throughout the vestibule, and should 

be retained. Exhibit C7 shows the 2013 plan to restore the Art Deco glass of the entry. We ask you to 

specify that the Art Deco metalwork be retained and that the staff work with the owner to ensure 

the survival of the Art Deco Terrazzo floor. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Howard B. Haas, Esq. 

President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.     
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Exhibit A: 

1956 Cinerama Marquee (© Friends of the Boyd, Inc.) 
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Exhibit B-1: 

iPic Drawing 1 
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Exhibit B-2: 

1928 Main Window (© Irving R. Glazer Collection, Athenaeum of Philadelphia) 

 

 
 

 

Exhibit B-3: 

1928 East Window (© Irving R. Glazer Collection, Athenaeum of Philadelphia) 
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Exhibit B-4: 

Main Window, West pane. 5-3-2015 photo by Howard B. Haas 

 

 
 

 

Exhibit B-5: 

Small Window, East  (towards 19th St.) 5-3-2015 photo by Howard B. Haas 
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Exhibit B-6: 

Small Window, West (towards 20th St.) 2003 photo by Friends of the Boyd 

 

 
 

 

Exhibit B-7: 

Small Window, West (towards 20th St.) 5-3-2015 photo by Howard B. Haas 
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Exhibit C-1: 

iPic Drawing 2 
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Exhibit C-2: 

Retail Arcade, East side 1-13-2002 photo by Jennifer Kelly 

 

 
 

 

Exhibit C-3: 

Retail Arcade, West side 1-13-2002 photo by Jennifer Kelly 
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Exhibit C-4: 

Retail Arcade metalwork 5-21-2003 photo by Shawn Evans 

 

 
 

 

Exhibit C-5: 

Retail Arcade, Art Deco glass, upper 10-13-2003 photo by Rob Bender 
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Exhibit C-6: 

Retail Arcade, Art Deco glass, lower 10-13-2003 photo by Rob Bender 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit C-7: 
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iPic Drawing 3 

 

 

 
 


