
Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Tobin Seletsky [Tseletsky@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Tobin Seletsky
726E Passyunk Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2014 7:09 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Walter Santucci [info@detroitillharmonic.org] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Walter Santucci
4822 Farquhar Street
Los Angeles, CA 90032

Sent: Sunday, February 23, 2014 2:27 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Connor Kerns [spasticbee@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Connor Kerns
2116 Chestnut St
Philadellphia, PA 19103

Sent: Sunday, February 23, 2014 2:57 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Michael Kerns [michael.m.kerns@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Michael Kerns
2116 Chestnut St
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Sunday, February 23, 2014 2:58 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street





Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Henry Hauptfuhrer [henryhiv@verizon.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Henry Hauptfuhrer
313 Gaskill Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 2:32 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Boyd Theatre
Erin Hammerstedt [ehammerstedt@preservationpa.org] 

Good afternoon, Dr. Farnham. 

Attached, please find a letter from Preservation Pennsylvania Executive Director Mindy Crawford regarding the
proposed demolition of much of the Boyd Theatre.    
Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thank you,
Erin

Erin Hammerstedt
Preservation Pennsylvania
Field Representative
(814) 571-2444

Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 3:13 PM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: caroline@preservationalliance.com; HowardBHaas@aol.com
Attachments: Boyd Theatre Letter 2-24-14.pdf (271 KB)

Boyd Theatre



 
 

February 24, 2014 
 
Dr. Jonathan Farnham 
Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
City Hall, Room 576 
Philadelphia, PA  19106 
 
RE:  Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia 
 
Dear Dr. Farnham: 
 
I am writing to you regarding the proposed demolition of all but the façade of the Boyd Theatre in order to 
accommodate a new multiplex theater on the same site.  Preservation Pennsylvania feels strongly that retaining only the 
façade is not an acceptable compromise for the preservation of the Boyd Theatre.   
 
The Boyd Theatre is Philadelphia’s sole surviving movie palace from Hollywood’s Golden Era.  Its Art Deco interior, with 
its grand lobby and auditorium, is an important part of the building’s historic and architectural significance.  Movie 
palaces with architectural design of this quality are rare in the United States today, and are worthy of preservation.   
 
Preservation Pennsylvania has been advocating for the preservation of the Boyd Theatre for more than ten years.  In 
2002, we placed the Boyd Theatre on Pennsylvania At Risk, a list of the most important and most endangered historic 
places in the state.  In 2008, the National Trust of Historic Preservation included it on America’s 11 Most Endangered 
Historic Places.  These organizations and others are willing to advocate for the preservation of this historic theater 
because it has tremendous cultural value, but also because its rehabilitation has the potential to provide economic 
benefits to the community.  The financial hardship application being considered mentions several prior attempts to 
rehabilitate the Boyd Theatre, and implies that because those attempts were not successful, rehabilitation is not 
feasible.  Several successful theater rehabilitations elsewhere in the greater Philadelphia area and beyond demonstrate 
not only that rehabilitation is possible, but also that it can be pivotal in the revitalization of the neighborhood or 
community.  
 
Preservation Pennsylvania objects to the demolition of the Boyd Theatre, and is prepared to support efforts to preserve 
and rehabilitate more than just the building façade.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
Mindy G. Crawford 
Executive Director 
 
copy:   Caroline Boyce, Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
  Howard Haas, Friends of the Boyd 



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
tom shannon [tjs4809@verizon.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

tom shannon
4809 kingsessing
philadelphia, PA 19143

Sent: Monday, February 24, 2014 7:38 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Steve Waxler [swax1@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

P.S. Back in 2002, I attended the Boyd Theater to watch the last motion picture to 
be ever shown there "The Time Machine".when I was there,the atmosphere of the 
theater was very awing.to see such great artistic architecture and murals on a 
structure in a modern era like this was mind blowing.when I heard a couple months 
later that it shutdown, I became very upset because one..it was the closest movie 
theater location in my area and two, it was one of the best movie theaters in the 
city of Philadelphia.to whom that is reading this e-mail, I kindly request that the
Boyd Theater be protected by the city from any demolishing of any kind and for it to 
be fully restored and operational again.thank you for your time.

Steve Waxler
2836 south 64th street
Philadelphia, PA 19142

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 2:48 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Christopher Hatfield [rednightowl@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Also if iPic wants to build a new theater in Philadelphia let them use the vacant 
lot on Rittenhouse Square that used to house the beautiful Rittenhouse Eric 3 
Theaters.  That space has been empty for far too long and deserves to be a movie 
theater again.

Please save and preserve the Boyd, or as I knew it the Sam Eric 3. My Mom took me 
for years down to Chestnut street to go to all those now long gone movie theaters 
with the Sam Eric being the best of the lot.  I still remember as a child watching 
"Close Encounters of the Third Kind" from the balcony with my Mom.  It is one of my 
best childhood memories.  I want other children to experience that kind of joy in 
their lives by enjoying films from the balcony seats at the Boyd with their friends 
and family.

The Oscars will take place on Sunday to honor this year's best in acting and film.  
Please honor this time by preserving the best that Philadelphia has to offer the 
area by saving the Boyd Theater, the last of Philadelphia's grand old movie 
theaters.

Christopher Hatfield
4935 Catharine Street
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 9:16 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Nancy Hatfield [nanhat1@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Philadelphia never seems to have the foresight of other major cities when it comes 
to Historic Preservation. It is always a fight to save our history. We had to fight 
for the Lit's Building, we lost the fight for the Fox Theater, we only have one 
major department store left and that is only a shell of its former self. Please SAVE
THE BOYD.

Nancy Hatfield
2110S. Shields Street
Philadelphia, PA 19142

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 11:57 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Joan Daniels [phalae@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Joan Daniels
3417 Baring Street
Philadelphia, PA 19104

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 8:46 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Steve Zettler [stevezettler@earthlink.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Steve Zettler
514 Pine Street
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 5:39 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Daniel Campo [bkwaterfront@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Daniel Campo
296 Garfield Place
Apt 3R
Brooklyn, NY 11215

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 2:48 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Louis Skypala [louis.skypala@verizon.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Louis Skypala
213 East Cliveden Street
Philadelphia, PA 19119

Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2014 1:49 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Michael Bencik [mikebencik@hotmaill.com] 

We have worked many years to save the Boyd theater, and the city has done little to 
help. But we fought on, because as a citizen of this city, I feel it is my duty to 
save the historic heritage  that we are lucky enough to still have. But still, the 
city has not helped. 
Big developers are ripping through here, destroying anything of historic merit, and
building hideous glass boxes all over the place. Churches, convention centers,
theaters, all victims of the wrecking ball. We, the people, have staged protest,
signed petitions, and emailed over and over, to no avail. 
Now we have some one who is incredibly generous willing to buy the theater, and put 
in money to rehab it. Yet the city is still debating its demolition. The theater is
designated historic, but, does that matter. Rodin has deep pockets, and a lot of
connections in the city, and he says that the theater is not viable unless it is
destroyed, then 8 mini theaters put in its place. But countless other cities have 
proved that you can restore and reuse the original theaters. Detroit, PIttsburgh, 
and Cleveland to start. But still the city might demo the theater, because its not 
possible to stop the ball from dropping. Or is it because they have already been 
paid to let it go. 
IPic can build on any vacant lot, if Rodin is so keen on having over priced movies, 
give them a cheap spot to build on one of your other vacant lots. Or do you not 
really care about the theaters at all, are you just waiting for the Boyd to be gone, 
then IPic fails because who can afford 24 dollar movie ticket in this economy, then 
you can build a massive condo building on top of the remains of the Boyd. Who will 
fight you, after all, the theater will be gone. Its a clever plan, but sorry, we 
don't plan on going down with out a fight. 
We are all tired of fighting about it. Instead lets work together to save the 
theater.

Michael Bencik
4739 Cedar Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2014 11:35 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
albert miklosovic [albert.miklosovic@courts.phila.gov] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

albert miklosovic
william penn house  #1022
1919 chestnut street
philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2014 1:13 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Michael OREILLY [mikefilmguy@hotmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

I saw LAWRENCE OF ARABIA here in the late 80's when the 25th anniversary release of 
LOA toured historic movie theaters and that visit to the city was one of the things 
that spurred me to move here !

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Michael OREILLY
1553 E. Montgomery ave
Phila, PA 19125

Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2014 5:17 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Karen greenberg [kgreenberg@wardgreenberg.com] 

Last February I moved from Fort Washington to 19th & Fitzwater.  The transition has 
not always been easy, but has been marked by watching the significant progress the 
city has made in just one year's time.  

One of the things my husband and I find missing is a movie theater within walking 
distance.  Having had the beautifully restored Ambler movie theater close to our old 
home, we do not understand the hesitation to restore the Boyd theater.  Why demolish 
landmarks?  The restored building will add a great deal of character to the 1900 
block of Chestnut Street and will draw a more sophisticated patron.

Therefore, I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of the Boyd Theatre to 
construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Karen greenberg
1841 Fitzwater St
Philadelphia, PA 19146

Sent: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 10:38 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Todd Tuckey [tntquality@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Todd Tuckey
1044 Balmoral Way
Maple Glen, PA 19002

Sent: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 9:59 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Michael McGettigan [mcget@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

MY NOTE:
1) iPic's proposal is sort of stupid. They are hoping that people will pay $25 or 
more for an experience that is nearly identical to sitting at home--watching movies 
on a smallish screen while someone eats and drinks alcohol near you--except that 
that someone is a stranger--not much of a business model.
2) The late Hal Wheeler showed the way -- put a high-rise next to/on top of the 
Boyd, and use a small portion of the profits to preserve it forever.
3) Please don't buy the "no public subsidies" line. Nearly every significant 
development in the blocks around the Boyd depended on some public subsidy. 
4) The arts--including film and great architecture--are something that really set 
Philadelphia apart from the shapeless suburbs, and from newer, bland sunbelt cities. 
The Boyd can be part of this. 
5) Consider all the subsidies that pro sports gets from the City of Philadelphia. 
Then think about all the ups and downs that inevitably come with sports.  Then think 
-- when has the Philly Orchestra or the Wilma had a stinker season? The arts are 
always giving us peak experiences. We don't see our local actors refusing to make it 
to training camp. The arts, the Boy, the city -- they are all of a piece and need to 
be preserved when possible. And, yes, it's possible with the Boyd. Let iPic take 
their flawed business model to any number of available sites.

-- sincerely,
-- Michael McGettigan / Philadelphia

Michael McGettigan
627 S. 27th St.
Philadelphia, PA 19146

Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 8:51 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



The Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
SusanG [streamliner@earthlink.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As a historic restorationist, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's 
application and help preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Syracuse has saved, restored and reopened our Landmark Theater palace downtown, and it's wildly successful and profitable as a theater and small 
concert hall, bringing in national artists and Broadway shows.

Rome NY also has a beautifully maintained classic vaudeville theater showing classic film and locally staged shows - an asset for it's citizens .

Closer Phoenixville PA is another community that has successfully kept their theater, the Colonial, which also adds to the fabric of the community.

Theaters like this offer great gathering places for your citizens, bringing all ages to enjoy and appreciate the artistry of the past. Marblehead 
Massachusetts recently allowed this type of "rebuilding" to it's only downtown theater, and because they did not conform to the theater's original intent, 
is a disaster both financially and it's sustainability.

Allowing any firm to "gut" your theater on the pretense of creating another bland  multiplex is short sighted and should not be allowed by any 
government agency, most of all a Historical Commission. These buildings were built in an elaborate way for a reason. Don't your constituents deserve 
it?

I urge you all to take a look outside your own area to see what works and what fails before you allow anything irreversible to be done to 
your last remaining area "picture palace". Restoration costs diminish over the long run and give you a unique and memorable gathering 
place rather than another bland box that is easily forgotten. 

Red Hot Restoration
http://home.earthlink.net/~streamliner/

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 6:06 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

The Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Robert Bauer [hivoltage98@netzero.net] 

As A former Philadelphia resident I come back to Philly to see these treasures.
I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Robert Bauer
31 Hillbrook dr
Honey Brook, PA 19344

Sent: Friday, March 07, 2014 8:45 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
James Lynch [Destinforglory@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.  A couple months ago I was just outside of Nashville in the small town of 
Lincoln. Their theatre has been restored and is a great example of the mixed use 
concept we ought to do at the Boyd. 

James Lynch
2019 elsworth st
Philadelphia, PA 19146

Sent: Saturday, March 08, 2014 9:58 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Please preserve this historical treasure! 
Sarah Lewis [sanatalew@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Sarah Lewis
4517 Regent St.
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Sent: Tuesday, March 04, 2014 6:38 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Please preserve this historical treasure!



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
John DiSciascio [discflick@verizon.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

John DiSciascio
1716 South 28th Street
Phila, PA 19145

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 10:39 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
russell kaller [russellkip@russellroofing.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

russell kaller
1200 Pennsyvania avenue
oreland, PA 19075

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:12 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Patricia Thompson [trishthomp@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex. I believe it would be a tragedy to 
destroy the last theater of its kind in our city especially since smaller cities 
were able to save theirs and we had so many that have been demolished.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure. Please do the right thing 
for our city and future generations.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Patricia Thompson
Lambert Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:14 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Lawrence Bass [Lorenzo1810@hotmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Lawrence Bass
1810 Rittenhouse Square
Apt. 1710
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:17 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Henry Hauptfuhrer [henryhiv@verizon.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Henry Hauptfuhrer
313 Gaskill Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:22 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
David Litofsky [Litofsky@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

David Litofsky
3432 Bleigh Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19136

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:34 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Philippa Campbell [pipcamp@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

Many people feel that this demolition is OK because it will still be a movie theater 
or because the front facade is being maintained.  Others just want the street 
cleaned up.  Historic preservation is not easy and does not occur in a short time 
period.  Who is winning here is iPic who is getting an incredible price 4.5 M for a 
huge piece of land which without the Boyd (and the right to demolish) would cost 
many millions more.  How could they not be winners?? 

At the VERY LEAST, if the permit is issued, stipulations should be placed on what 
can happen to the interior and how it should be reused.  It is true that the 
interior is not protected by ordinance but it is incredibly worthwhile and beautiful 
and should be preserved for that reason alone.  

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Philippa Campbell
2018 Delancey St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:40 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Sylvia Litofsky [Litofsky@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Sylvia Litofsky
2201 Bryn Mawr Ave #709
Philadelphia, PA 19131

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:41 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Linda Yaffe [lyaffe@workingmatters.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Linda Yaffe
237 S. 18th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 4:40 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Lynn Miller [lynnm3@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Lynn Miller
604 S. Washington Square
#2616
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 5:25 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
suzanna barucco [suzannabarucco@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.  Now that an anonymous donor has come 
forward to purchase the building, there is a real opportunity to preserve the Boyd, 
and one that the city should support.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd.  Hal Wheeler showed that this could be done.  We 
should not settle for less than the preservation of this Philadelphia landmark.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened a former downtown movie 
palace, and so should Philadelphia.  The lobbies and auditorium of the Boyd should 
be preserved, not just the façade. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, 
cultural supporters and historic architecture fans from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

suzanna barucco
805 clifford avenue
ardmore, PA 19003

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 6:00 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Gabriel Gottlieb [gottliebgabriel@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Gabriel Gottlieb
3600 Spring Garden Street
C5
Philadelphia, PA 19104

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 7:07 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Philip Falkowitz [bpfalkowitz@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Philip Falkowitz
705 Bridgeview rd
Langhorne, PA 19053

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 7:26 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Leah Snyder Batchis [leahsnyder@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Leah Snyder Batchis
7211 Cresheim Rd
Philadelphia, PA 19119

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 7:56 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Ingrid Hyder [izhyder@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Ingrid Hyder
3444 W Penn Street
Philadelphia, PA 19129

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 8:49 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
David Guleke [dguleke@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

David Guleke
2320 Chestnut St.
Chester, PA 19013

Sent: Monday, March 10, 2014 10:18 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Joseph D'Antonio [jcdmd@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As a soon-to-be resident of Philadelphia, I request the City work for the survival 
of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's 
application and help preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Joseph D'Antonio
231 Avon Rd
Narberth, PA 19072

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 1:30 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Nancy Williams [Stmartinsln@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Nancy Williams
8329 Germantown ave
Philadelphia, PA 19118

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 5:04 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Sean Null [snull37@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Sean Null
4516 Benner St.
Phila., PA 19135

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 6:25 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Janet Grace [imjanetgrace@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Janet Grace
3421 W School House Lane
Philadelphia, PA 19129

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 9:01 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Richard Gallo [rdtfreak@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Richard Gallo
528 Country club Lane
Havertown, PA 19083

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 9:13 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Nancy Colman [nkcolman@gmail.com] 

If this so-called Historical Commission had been in the driver's seat 30 years ago, City 
Hall would be a pile of rubble and a distant memory.  Is this REALLY what we want for the 
Boyd?

I am appalled at the idea that our city government would so easily cave in to pressure from 
moneyed developers--whose ONLY interest is lining their own pockets--and blithely shrug its 
shoulders, look away, and swing the wrecking ball on this once-splendid edifice.  Does 
anyone really believe that these people have the genuine interests of the neighborhood at 
heart?

The argument has been put forth that CCWest NEEDS a first-run movie theater.  Agreed.  
There are tons of available lots for just such development.  Why does it have to be on the 
site of the only surviving movie palace in the city.  What are we?  Savages?  Do we eat our 
young? I am reminded of the infamous quote from the Vietnam War, when the soldier reports 
to his superior officer, "We had to destroy the village in order to save it."

Will our children look back on us and mock us with those same words, when every other 
world-class city can run stunning hi-def films on massive screens for stadium-sized crowds? 
(Especially when the iPic is boarded up, or running third-run action/exploitation flicks 
for rowdy, stoned teens?  Just think what THAT will do to property values.) We might 
actually be able to have WORLD premieres of Philly-shot films right here at home.  But we 
lack imagination. 

I am a film scholar/historian by training (married to an architect with a strong 
preservation bent), who has spent countless hours in the dark enthralled by the  
transformative power of the big screen, a large part of that time in grand movie palaces 
much like the Boyd.  (In film school, I even had the extraordinary experience of watching 
restored 70mm silver nitrate prints that literally sparkled on the screen, making me 
finally understand how the term "silver screen" came to be.)  

So I have a really hard time with the birthplace of our country deciding to obliterate its
only remaining monument to a film industry that in large part got its start here.  

I know there are compelling arguments for both sides, but I also despair that the Friends 
of the Boyd are not being given a fair hearing over the din of the well-financed, well-
oiled and politically connected machine operated by the developers (whose plans for the 
space are half-baked at best).  

The only real objection the immediate neighbors have is the eyesore presented by the 
building in its current state--BUT THIS WILL BE ADDRESSED BY THE FRIENDS' OF THE BOYD'S 
anonymous bidder!!  If he can fix/clean up the facade and roof, and preserve the interior 
details until a viable development plan can be devised that does not DESTROY the last 
monument to our film history, then it is a NO-BRAINER.  

If Philadelphia is serious about shedding its image as a second-rate backwater, then it 
MUST stop committing such self-inflicted damage to its own cultural heritage.  This is a 
travesty and an embarrassment, and the people who have jumped ship ESPECIALLY should hang 
their heads in shame.  DO NOT DO THIS.

Nancy Colman
Pine St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 4:04 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
BJ SULIK [TYLER1111111@VERIZON.NET] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

BJ SULIK
3837 TERRACE ST
PHILA, PA 19128

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 6:27 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Vickie Feldman [Feldman.Vickie@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex. Philadelphia should be better than 
this.  There are many multiplexes in this country, but not many lovely, Art Deco 
movie palaces.  

As your constituent and as a lifelong Philadelphian, I request the City work for the
survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total destruction. As a writer the
Rittenhouse Square Revue, the Weekly Press, and the University City Review, I have 
always sought to highlight the positive side of Philadelphia.  I have taken tours of 
the Boyd since its closure, and I have seen the great potential for this theater.  
It could be a sparkling gem that would enliven the area and be the envy of other 
cities.  Therefore, I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help preserve and 
restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Since the full Historical Commission is meeting at the end of this week, it is 
urgent that you show your support for this cause.  Please help to save the Boyd for 
the enjoyment of generations to come.

Sincerely, 

Vickie M. Feldman

Vickie Feldman
2616 Swain Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130

Sent: Tuesday, March 11, 2014 7:20 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
eleanor cernansky [cernansky@hotmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

eleanor cernansky
930 S. 48th St.
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:35 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



re: the Boyd
Michael McGettigan [michaelmcgettigan@mac.com] 

To whom it <must> concern:

The current campaign to destroy the Boyd for a multiplex with a burger menu is 
wrong, and here is why:

 iPic's business model is dubious on the surface, more so on detailed examination.  
About 95% of the region's population can access a huge choice of movies, which they 
can watch on a largish screen at home, with their favorite foods close at hand.  
iPic proposes these people will travel into Center City, pay $25 and more to eat 
Applebee's-level food, watch movies on a smallish screen, and do this with strangers 
chomping and chugging next to them. The people who care about film will not care to 
do this, and those who might enjoy this will simply do it at home. Thus iPic's lousy 
business model will fail, but not before they cry for subsidies or other bailouts. 
It will then be too late for the Boyd, and us.

Why are public subsidies okay when it comes to the Phillies, the Eagles, Dranoff 
Properties, Toll Brothers, the Comcast Center, etc. etc., but wrong when it comes to 
historic preservation? Of course some public money should be invested when the Boyd 
is concerned. That money will come back manyfold if the air rights are properly 
developed. iPic's single-level, single-use plan is actually the unrealistic one. The 
sensible way to save our tax dollars is to preserve the Boyd and use air rights to 
build a high rise over it, as Hal Wheeler had planned before his untimely death. The
Inquirer's Inga Saffron has pointed this out more than once.

To remain competitive Philadelphia must preserve and foster the elements that set us 
apart from King of Prussia, Cherry Hill and Atlanta. The Boyd is a big part of those
things. It is the the last and grandest survivor of our historic theater heritage. 
We owe it to our children's children to preserve this resource, rather than 
surrendering it to a developer and his lobbyists. 

There is another less concrete but stil vital element to be preserved here as well: 
the reputation of the Historical Commission. Years of losing important buildings to
neglect and phony hardship claims has left the Commission's image looking as rundown 
as the Boyd's marquee.  A win here would help boost the Historical Commission's--and 
the city's--local and national standing. And if the Boyd is demolished? Imagine 
squeezing down a narrow multiplex hallway, passing a couple showcases of historic 
theater artifacts, placed there to remind Philadelphians, "We once possessed this, 
and foolishly destroyed it."

It is a myth that the Boyd is dragging down its block, or the cause of a sudden 
crisis that needs to be addressed to save Chestnut Street. There are nearby blocks 
with higher vacancy rates--the Boyd's block is home to many thriving businesses (The 
Gap, Breakaway Bikes, PhotoLounge, etc.). The biggest nearby issues are the Phila.
Housing Authority's abandoned, graffitti-smeared former headquarters and a surface 
parking lot. The only crisis for the Boyd is the one ginned up by the iPic 
organization.

Finally, if iPic's business plan is sound, it will be equally so on a vacant lot (or 
a surface parking lot) in Center City--of which we have many. When you put even a 
conservative value on the historic loss to the city--iPic's numbers don't work. Let 
them try out their entertainment experiment somewhere, but not on the site of a 
priceless architectural movie palace.

Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:21 AM 
To: Jon Farnham; Darrell Clarke 
Cc: Michael Nutter; Sharon@film.org; James Kenney 

re: the Boyd



On Friday, the Historical Commission can and must do the right thing--and save the 
Boyd Theater.

respectfully submitted,

Michael McGettigan
director, Trophy Bikes Northern Liberties
mcget@aol.com

(cell not for publication 215.990.9275)

PS: Sharon -- remember that great scene at the climax of first Star Wars, where Han 
comes back to help Luke? 
That's you, re-joining the Friends of the Boyd on Friday morning, saying, "Let's 
save this thing, kid, so we can all go to the movies!" 
-- And you totally have better hair than Harrison Ford.

re: the Boyd



Boyd Theater
Patrick Shannon [whyaduck717@comcast.net] 

Save the Boyd theater!!
Don't let IPIC tear it down. Their multiplex can be built on any vacant lot in the city, which there are many. 
Philadelphia needs this grand movie palace. I don't understand when other cities want to save these historic 
buildings Philadelphia wants to raze the Boyd; their last one. I routinely drive two hours to the Loews Jersey in
Jersey City for a real movie palace experience because Philadelphia can't offer that.  If the Boyd were restored I 
would have another venue close to home to attend. Personally I will never set foot into an Ipic theater. Please do 
the right thing and decline their hardship application.
Regards
Patrick Shannon

Sent: Wednesday, March 12, 2014 10:48 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Boyd Theater


