Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street
charles arnao [clarnao@gmail.com]

Sent: Friday, February 14, 2014 4:50 PM
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: howard@friendsoftheboyd.org

Attachments: BAM Documentation.docx (1 MB)

Dear Dr.
Farnham

We are
writing to
let you
know that
we OPPOSE
iPic's
application
to demolish
most of the
Boyd
Theatre to
construct a
new
multiplex.
We are
residents of
West
Chester,
Pennsylvania
and own a
cooperative
apartment
at 1919
Chestnut
Street,
Philadelphia
PA zip code
19103, that
we use
when
visiting the
city to
attend a
variety of
cultural and



Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

historical
activities.

This past
weekend
highlighted
the
difference
between
other city’s
approaches
to
preservation
and what
we now face
in
Philadelphia.
Friday
evening we
were
subjected to
the
cramped
and
incredibly
poor
sightlines of
the Merriam
Theatre,
while
attending a
performance
of
Pennsylvania
Ballet’s
latest
production.
We juggled
vantage
points with
people in
front of us
to try and
glimpse the
entirety of
Balanchine’s
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exquisite
choreography
in
“Serenade.”
Experiencing
Jiri Kylidn’s
extensive
floor work
in “Petit
Mort” was
impossible.
People were
moving
nearly as
much as the
dancers to
view
something
on the
stage.
Patrons with
small
children
were
switching
seats
wherever
possible.

On Sunday,
however,
we were
held in rapt
attention by
Frank
Langellain a
production
of King Lear
at the
Brooklyn
Academy of
Music’s
Harvey
theatre.

The
amphitheater
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-like rake
seating
creates a
clear and
unobstructed
view for the
majority of
the seats in
the house.
This has
been done
in a setting
that
captures the
spirit of this
theatre’s
history,
including
the period
of disuse
(see
attached).
We were
struck by
the stark
contrast.
World class
performances
- one venue
treating
patrons as a
necessary
evil; the
other
engaging
and
enveloping
the
audience so
that they
become an
integral part
of the
performance.

The
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weekend
made us
realize what
the Boyd
could be,
how it
would be a
start
towards the
revitalization
of the area

around 19t
and
Chestnut
Street, with
aview to
making the
Boyd a
showcase
theatre
similar to
the Harvey
theatre in
New York.
Please do
not allow
the
destruction
of such a
beautiful,
irreplaceable
building
with so
much
potential.

Sincerely,

Charles L.
Arnao , PMP
President
MicroScope
Systems Inc.

Rosemary A.
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Watt, PhD
Vice
President
MicroScope
Systems Inc.



One of two major performance spaces for the Brooklyn Academy of Music's
ambitious contemporary dance, opera, theater, and music programs, the
BAM Harvey Theater has a quirky history that's visible in the building's
grand, decaying interior. Originally known as the Majestic, the theater
opened in 1904 with a production of The Wizard of Oz, then went on to
house Shakespearean revivals, vaudeville revues, and musical theater. It
was converted into a movie house in 1942 but had been abandoned by
1968. Nearly twenty years later, visionary Harvey Lichtenstein became
interested in the venue while scouting out spaces for the 1987 Next Wave
Festival because director Peter Brook, excited by the theater's
resemblance to the Les Bouffes du Nord in Paris, wanted to stage his
landmark nine-hour production of The Mahabharata there. Architect Hugh
Hardy's renovation of the 874-seat theater retained much of the interior's
crumbling columns and water-stained ceilings which today evoke a Greco-
Roman ruin. Since Brook's show, the Harvey (as it's affectionately called)
has repeatedly presented avant-garde mainstays like minimalist composer
Steve Reich and choreographer John Jasperse as well as the occasional
mainstream celeb like Cate Blanchett. Smaller and less polished than
BAM's Howard Gillman Opera house, the Harvey may seem dingy to some,
but its intimate, otherworldly feel has made it the site of choice for artists

attracted to the aesthetics of fading grandeur. — Lori Cole
http://nymag.com/listings/attraction/BAM-Theater/

BAM Harvey Theater
New York, NY

Built in 1903 as a neighborhood theater, the 1700-seat Harvey Theater (formerly called the Majestic)
had an active early life, at one point housing Broadway tryouts for Gershwin musicals. The story of
the building's construction, its use for movies and religious services, and its subsequent
abandonment, is traceable through its vividly hued layers of finishes.

In restoring the theater, H3 took advanta?e of what nature had accomplished. Rainwater had reached
its interior surfaces, creating a rich tapestry of color and texture, which became a major element of
the auditorium’s design. To create a dramatic arena that suggests a Greek amphitheater, the
performance area was raised five feet and thrust 21 feet forward of the proscenium. The first balcony
was extended toward the stage, and the second balcony was reduced to ensure good sightlines from
all areas. The result is 874 seats that provide an intimate relationship between audience and
performer--both are now actually in the same room.

Erosion of the Harvey's interior now contributes to its performance environment. It taunts the senses
with random juxtapositions brought about through the layering of time.

http://www.h3hc.com/&flashid=1124
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Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

David Bankes [bankd1l@comcast.net]

Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 12:09 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

David Bankes
2424 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19125



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Jesse Braxton [jbrax1@aol.com]
Sent: Sunday, February 16, 2014 10:36 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Jesse Braxton
433 S 45th St
Philadelphia, PA 19104



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Sue Byer [sue.byer@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 2:24 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

I have lived in Philadelphia my entire 60+ years. As a teenager, | saw movies at the
Boyd. 1 have toured the Boyd in the last 10 years. We need to save the Boyd. I"m a
Friend of the Boyd. The City of Philadelphia needs to be a Friend of the Boyd.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Sue Byer
1129 Allengrove Street
Philadelphia, PA 19124
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January 27, 2014

The Philadelphia Historical Commission
Room 756

Philadelphia Pa 19107

Attn: Sam Sherman, Chair

Re: Demolition Permit Regarding the Boyd Theater 1910
Chestnut St.

Dear Mr. Sherman:

At a January 22, 2014 special meeting, the Center City
Residents' Association Board voted not to oppose

the demolition of the interior of the Boyd Theater or the
demolition of the exterior of Sansom Street building at the
Boyd Theater. CCRA’s non-opposition is subject to the
execution of a memorandum of understanding that has been
agreed between and among the CCRA, iPic and William Penn
House Cooperative providing for restrictions on the operation
of the movie theater to be placed at the Boyd site. A copy of
that memorandum signed by CCRA and iPic is attached.

Center City Residents Association

,f‘\_

///L/a‘u 1/ L\/\v

Magg|e Munc{ JE)(ecutwe V|ce President

1600 Market Street, Ste 2500, Philadelphia, PA 19103 | 215.546.6719 | www.CenterCityResidents.org




MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Whereas iPic wishes to renovate the Boyd Theaters and present movies there and to operate a bar and
restaurant on that location,

Whereas the CCRA is a registered community organization,
Whereas William Penn House Cooperative is a cooperative housing facility directly across the street,

Now, therefore, the parties will enter into one or more Community Benefits Agreements as well as (to the
extent to which the Pennsylvania Liquor Commission) and Conditional Licensing Agreement as follows:

° Patron Activities/Noise
© No dance hall license, cabaret license or special assembly occupancy permit.

No live entertainment, except for closed-door Private Events.

No disc jockey, except for closed-door Private Events.

No dancing, no advertising dancing, except for closed-door Private Events.

No outside promoters using facility to host events, except for closed-door

Private Events.

No music or other amplified entertainment can be heard outside, except for

mood music on exterior balcony only to the extent that it is inaudible to

neighboring residents.

* Precise standard to be formulated to insure that balcony and restaurant
activities are inaudible off premises, including without limitation, from a
window at neighboring residences

o Amplified music through an internal speaker system.

No video games, pool tables, or other amusement devices.

© No lines outside relating to ticket sales— no “velvet rope” during operational
hours.

© No patrons loitering outside in a loud or disruptive manner — iPic to take
reasonable steps within its control to disperse crowd
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o]

o

. Operational Limitations

© Minimum restaurant seating of 70 seats — or such other provision to be
determined between the parties as to limit the extent to which patrons may
drink alcoholic beverages while standing.
Maximum restaurant seating of 200 seats.
Maximum bar seating of 50 seats.
Seating for viewing movies for 600 to 950 people in eight auditoriums.
No take-out beer sales.
Management staff and all services employees involved in providing alcoholic
beverages to patrons will become RAMP certified.
Other than as described here, iPic may only host or hold Private Events
(events where admission is not available to the general public) as follows:
* (1) the number of tickets to any Private Event shall not exceed the number

of people who may be accommodated inside at the time;

* (2) iPic shall maintain control over the bar/liquor; and
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* {3)1Pic shall maintain control of the door.

Outside operations

G

O

Balcony will be for restaurant use only. Drinks will only be served in
conjunction with dining.

Dining will be limited to number of seats permitted by applicable codes in
light of square footage, to be specified by the parties.

Exterior Dining/drinking, Sunday-Wednesday from 11AM - to last seating at
11 PM (or last service @ 11:20PM).

Windows will be kept closed.

Other than for entry and exit, all exterior doors will be kept closed during
hours when the windows are to be closed.

Door to balcony may be kept open if and only if it is demonstrated that
interior noise and/or noise from balcony is inaudible to neighboring residents.

General Operation

© Ventilation to roof for restaurant exhaust fans.

o No take out/delivery service from restaurant.

© No valet parking along Chestnut Street.

o Sidewalks will be maintained in clean condition 24 hours/day.

© Trash to be stored internally and picked up from the loading dock, as
coordinated with Kate’s Place to ensure hours of pick-up do not impact
residents.

© Trash shall be picked up from inside; interior loading of trash trucks.

Construction.

o Construction will begin promptly after demolition and subject to force
majeure will continue without substantial interruption until completed.

o Construction deliveries, etc. to take place between the hours of, 7 a.m. and
7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Trucks shall not idle before or after these
times.

o No construction work on major holidays (e.g., Thanksgiving).

o Construction necessary for the development of the project, including
demolition activities, shall occur between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 5:00
p-m,, Monday through Friday, and between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00
p-m. on weekends in compliance with the Philadelphia Code.

o iPic shall not permit constructions workers to assemble at the site prior to or
after the above times in any way that disturbs the quiet of the area.

o iPic shall not permit the “idling” of equipment at times when construction is
not allowed.

Aesthetics

¢ Prompt graffiti removal

o No spot-lights

o No “search” lights - except true special occasions with notice.

o Uplights directed to Boyd building




o Downlight directed to sidewalk on same side.

¢ Signage will be discussed.

o 1Pic will preserve and restore the Chestnut Street facade, including the
recessed area between the sidewalk and the entry doors.

. Community

o Continued discussion of sidewalk landscaping

© Appointment of liaison with William Penn House to handle complaints

© Appointment of liaison with Greenfield School to organize activities
involving students from Greenfield.

© iPic shall maintain a dedicated “complaints hotline” that shall be attended and
operational when the theater is open and operating and for 1/2 hour after
closing.

o CCRA/William Penn House Cooperative Non-Opposition

o CCRA/William Penn House Cooperative shall not oppose the approval of the
iPic project as currently proposed and described in its September 30, 2013
application to the Philadelphia Historical Commission in any proceedings
before any governmental forum, board or commission.

If the parties are unable to embody the above provisions in final CBAs and CLAs, the parties
agree to submit the formulation of final terms to arbitration before a 3-arbitrator arbitration
panel, with each “side” to select one arbitrator, of the American Arbitration Association, which
shall mediate between and among the parties and shall (if the parties are unable to agree)
formulate precise terms of agreement.

The undersigned represent that they have the full authority of their respective principals to accept this
agreement.

This document may be executed in counterparts.

For iPic

Uamid Upshami

Vanier member [e€o
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For William Penn House:




Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

kathy cimino [kathycimino@comast.net]
Sent: Saturday, February 08, 2014 10:18 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

kathy cimino
2840 walnut hill street
philadelphia, PA 19152



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Ellen Clark [pastadolce@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 1:51 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Ellen Clark
1520 spruce st
Philadelphia, PA 19102



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Lori Cook [cook313pa@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 11:13 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total

destruction. 1 urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help preserve and restore
the Boyd as a historical treasure. 1 worked at the Boyd(SamEric) in the 1980°s when
I attended art school in Philadelphia. 1 always dreamed that someday someone would

save this beautiful and historic building

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Lori Cook
313 E. Mt. Kirk Ave
Norristown, PA 19403



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Marie Dooley [dooleymarie@hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 4:40 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Marie Dooley

809 Addison Street
unit B

Philadelphia, PA 19147



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

ANGELA FLOYD [ANGELA@ADIEMRP.COM]

Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2014 10:00 PM
To: Jon Farnham

Below is the "canned” text that definitely expresses how I feel. But, 1 would like
to add that Philadelphia®s value is intrinsically linked to the character provided
by the architecture. A restored historical theater with original architecture

would be a big draw for tourist and a feather in our city"s cap!
Please vote NO to the prosed demolishing of the interior.

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1 urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

ANGELA FLOYD
P.0. BOX21765
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19146
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Boyd Theatre 1910 Chestnut St

HowardBHaas@aol.com

Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 1:31 PM

To: Jon Farnham

Cc: caroline@preservationalliance.com; ben@preservationalliance.com

Jon Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission

Dear Dr. Farnham:

As you know, Friends of the Boyd, Inc have opposed the hardship application filed by Live
Nation and iPIC and | testified there are alternatives to the proposed demolition. Friends of the
Boyd, Inc. have recently received a letter from a Philadelphia foundation approving a grant to
Friends of the Boyd, Inc in the amount of four and a half million dollars, the sale price, for the
purchase of the Boyd Theatre. The letter states the grant is Anonymous. Caroline Boyce,
Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance, has seen the letter and will testify as to its
authenticity. If we are allowed to acquire the Boyd Theatre, Friends of the Boyd, Inc. will not
demolish the building. Friends of the Boyd, Inc. and the Preservation Alliance for Greater
Philadelphia request that the Philadelphia Historical Commission deny the hardship
application.

Howard B. Haas, Esq.

(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.

215 546 8946 direct

cc: Caroline Boyce, Ben Leach, Preservation Alliance



Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut, re Live Nation

Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut, re Live Nation
HowardBHaas@aol.com

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2014 12:16 PM
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: ben@preservationalliance.com

Attachments: to Live Nation.pdf (1 MB)

Jon Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission

Dear Dr. Farnham:

Attached please find Feb 19, 2014 fax of email to Live Nation informing James Tucker, Vice
President of Legal Affairs, who has long been in charge regarding the Boyd, of the grant to
Friends of the Boyd and that we'd like to acquire the Boyd Theatre.

We want the Philadelphia Historical Commission to have proof not only that we have the fund
authorization but also that we expressed interest to the property owner in so acquiring it.

Thank you.
Howard B. Haas

(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
direct 215 546 8946
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Sub;j: Boyd Theatre

Date: 2/19/2014 1:33:15 P.M. Eastern Standard Time
From: HowardBHaas@aol.com

To: JamesTuc lLiveNation.com

CC: carolina@preservationalliance com, ben@preservaticnalliance.com

James Tucker g g Z/ Zg ; = 7) 61

Vice President of Legal Affairs

Live Nati - .
"By Email & Fax N 3-69%- 5695

Dear Mr. Tucker:

As the email to Dr. Farnham at the Philadelphia Historical Commission states, Friends of the
Boyd, Inc. have received a grant for four and a million dollars to purchase the Boyd Theatre. In
order to fulfil our mission of saving the Boyd Theatre, we have asked the Historical Commission
to deny the hardship application, and we are informing you that Friends of the Boyd, Inc. would
like to acquire the Boyd Theatre. As we understand that Neal Rodin or his company has a
contract to buy the Boyd, we are contacting him also, asking him to waive his interest in
acquiring the property. In the same spirit in which your predecessor company, Clear Channel,
acquired the Boyd Theatre to restore it, Friends of the Boyd ask for the cooperation of all parties
so that the Boyd Theatre will not face near total demolition.

Sincerely,
Howard B. Haas, Esq.

(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
215 546 8946

In a message dated 2/18/2014 1:43:41 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, HowardBHaas@aol.com
writes:

As you know, Friends of the Boyd, Inc have opposed the hardship application filed by
Live Nation and iPIC and | testified there are alternatives to the probosed demalitinn




Page 1 of 1

Subj: Boyd Theatre

Date: 2/19/2014 1:33:15 P.M. Eastern Standard Time

From: HowardBHaas@aol.com

To: JamesTucker@LiveNation.com

CC: caroline@preservationalliance.com, ben@preservationalliance.com

James Tucker <g %L/ Zg ;/ 7} (7’

Vice President of Legal Affairs

Live Nati z .
Ngy!;rrgi]l&Fax 7) S/é 724 Xé (Zf

Dear Mr. Tucker:

As the email to Dr. Farnham at the Philadelphia Historical Commission states, Friends of the
Boyd, Inc. have received a grant for four and a million dollars to purchase the Boyd Theatre. In
order to fulfil our mission of saving the Boyd Theatre, we have asked the Historical Commission
to deny the hardship application, and we are informing you that Friends of the Boyd, Inc. would
like to acquire the Boyd Theatre. As we understand that Neal Rodin or his company has a
contract to buy the Boyd, we are contacting him also, asking him to waive his interest in
acquiring the property. In the same spirit in which your predecessor company, Clear Channel,
acquired the Boyd Theatre to restore it, Friends of the Boyd ask for the cooperation of all parties
so that the Boyd Theatre will not face near total demolition.

Sincerely,

Howard B. Haas, Esq.
(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
215 546 8946

In a message dated 2/18/2014 1:43:41 P.M. Eastern Standard Time, HowardBHaas@aol.com
writes:

As you know, Friends of the Boyd, Inc have opposed the hardship application filed by
Live Nation and iPIC and | testified there are alternatives to the proposed demolition.
Friends of the Boyd, Inc. have recently received a letter from a Philadelphia foundation
approving a grant to Friends of the Boyd, Inc in the amount of four and a half million
dollars, the sale price, for the purchase of the Boyd Theatre. The letter states the grant is
Anonymous. Caroline Boyce, Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance, has seen
the letter and will testify as to its authenticity. If we are allowed to acquire the Boyd
Theatre, Friends of the Boyd, Inc. will not demolish the building. Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
and the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia request that the Philadelphia
Historical Commission deny the hardship application.

Howard B. Haas, Esq.

(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.

215 546 8946 direct

cc: Caroline Boyce, Ben Leach, Preservation Alliance

Wednesday, February 19, 2014 AOL: HowardBHaas




Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Nelda Horwitz [nelda.d.horwitz@verizon.net]

Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 4:45 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Nelda Horwitz
319 South Smedley Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103



support Boyd Theater Multiplex Plan

support Boyd Theater Multiplex Plan

Paul Kettl [paulkettl@yahoo.com]

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2014 12:00 AM
To: Jon Farnham

Mr. Farnham,

No one has a more sentimental view of the Boyd Theater on Chestnut St. than | do. Thirty
Five years ago, my wife and | had our first date there, and now we live directly across the
street in an apartment at the William Penn House.

So, | urge you to save the theater - not by hoping to someday get tens of millions of dollars of
public money, but to go along with the plan to turn an old movie theater into a new movie
theater. The theater has lingered lifeless on Chestnut Street for years, and the current plan to
save the facade and make it into a modern movie multiplex and entertainment center not only
will help to bolster my neighborhood, but also will save the theater.

The alternative - - to hope that someday, tens of millions of tax dollars will be spent on a movie
theater instead of education, fighting crime, or public programs is ludicrous. If the renovation
plan is not accepted, the theater will continue to rot across the street from where | live. And,
the site of the first date with my wife will be lifeless.

So please support the plan to renovate the theater - to turn an old movie theater into a new
movie theater - - at NO COST to the taxpayer.

Thanks

Paul Kettl



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Todd Kimmell [kpict@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 6:02 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

From a pure tourism angle, consider Atlanta, Georgia. Their 1920s full atmospheric
Eqyptian Theater is the main reason 1 will go out of my way to return to Atlanta.
The memories of my experience there are memories to cherish forever. Philadelphia
can certainly find a way to step to the plate for this cultural landmark.

Todd Kimmell
6365 Sherwood Rd
Philadelphia, PA 19151



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

William Kinder [wmkinder@aol.com]
Sent: Saturday, February 08, 2014 4:20 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd

Theatre.

William Kinder
1446 Fitzwatertown Rd
Willow Grove, PA 19090



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

David Kurtz [d1k@psu.edu]
Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 7:08 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As a friend of the restoration of priceless theatres, | request the City work for
the survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total destruction. 1 urge you to
oppose iPIC"s application and help preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical
treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Up here in Bellefonte, we unfortunately found that for-profit industrial forces held
sway and the Garman Theatre, an historical structure in an historical district was
demolished a feds weeks ago. The structure was slightly damaged a couple years ago
but could have been restored when the Bellefonte Historic and Cultural Association
found out about It and desperately tried to save the structure. 1 believe local
forces up here went against the historic laws in order to allow and promote the
destruction. Now it is only a pile of bricks. The folks trying to save the Boyd
Theatre should contact BHCA to get a whole bunch of ideas and maybe it can be saved.
Your folks better have some powerful folks willing to help because that will be what
is needed against those that now hold sway with the Boyd.

David Kurtz
118 E.South Hills Ave.
State College, PA 16801



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

james magurn [jimmagurn@comcast.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2014 6:49 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

jJames magurn
2002 faunce street
philadelphia, PA 19152



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Carole Maher [Carolemaher@verion.net]
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:27 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

I have been going to the restored Ambler and Highway theaters for years. The
restoration of these theaters have brought new life to their communities and support
numerous restaurants. 1 would live to take the train in to see a movie at the Boyd -
but not if it"s a multiplex. Restoring the facade is important but so is the
interior.

Pleas don"t let the Boyd become another tacki multiplex

Carole Maher
774 Church Rd
Elkins Park, PA 19027



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Mike Martinelli [Oakindparkmike@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:24 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Mike Martinelli
64 Park Ave
Asheville, NC 28803



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

wayne meyer [scrubbie@thevillages.net]
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 12:21 PM
To: Jon Farnham

My Dad managed the Boyd through its hard ticket days of Cinerama, Ben-Hur, Exodus,
etc. PLEASE do not let is be destroyed!!!!

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1 urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

wayne meyer
7311 se 172nd legacy lane
the villages, FL 32162



Addendum to my Nov. 18, 2013 email to save the Boyd

Addendum to my Nov. 18, 2013 email to save the Boyd

Michael Miller [michamille@comcast.net]
Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 8:40 PM
To: Jon Farnham

Dear Dr. Farnham:

Why would we want to allow the demolition of such an architectural and cultural icon as the Boyd
Theater? Its interior houses a jewel that represented our ornate and lavish tribute to the motion picture
industry in one of the many Movie Palaces built in Philly at that time. We’ve lost all of them, the
Mastbaum, Earle, Fox, Erlanger and many more. Not only memories, but our history of that time
period resides in these buildings.

Smaller cities than Philly have preserved their remaining old theaters including San Antonio, Oakland,
Cleveland, and elsewhere. Many of them were vacant longer or in worse condition than the Boyd.

We need a group of investors to step up and raise the funds needed to restore the Boyd. Live Nation
started the process and uncovered paintings and art work thought lost. We need Comcast, or some other
corporation, to join the effort to halt the destruction and turn it into a multi-use venue. And, yes we’ll
need tax breaks and credits and subsides to keep it going as the costs to restore the theater will
overwhelm the income it could earn. As with the development of Penn’s Landing, we lack the political
will and leadership to save our last remaining Art Deco theater. At one time, City Hall was also under
consideration for demolition. Fortunately, smarter minds prevailed.

iPic can build anywhere. Across the street; on Walnut where the Eric 3 shoe boxes of a theater used to
be; or any other vacant lot. And there are plenty of spaces available.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a richly ornate, eye popping Movie Palace to hold world premiers of
Philly centric movies and other events?

Sincerely,

Michael Miller Jr.

1512 Spruce St., Apt 809
Phila 19102
267-639-6743



Why doesn't iPic rehab the already gutted Royal Theater instead?

Why doesn't iPic rehab the already gutted Royal Theater instead?

Michael Miller [michamille@comcast.net]
Sent: Monday, February 17, 2014 12:13 PM
To: Jon Farnham

That would be a great location! It’s on the edge of center city, near the western expansion of South St
and the old Graduate Hospital area, and the growing Naval Square development.

Why sacrifice the Boyd when there are so many vacant and probably cheaper lots that iPic can build?
Sincerely,

Michael Miller Jr.

1512 Spruce St., Apt 809
Phila 19102
267-639-6743



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Diane Montgomery [Diane.montgomery@comcast.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 10:52 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Diane Montgomery
2527 pine st
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077
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January 28, 2014

Jonathan Farnham

Philadelphia Historical Commission
City Hall Room 576

Philadelphia PA 19107

RE: BOYD THEATRE FINANCIAL HARDSHIP APPLICATION

The Preservation Alliance has carefully reviewed the Boyd Theatre hardship application
submitted by iPic Gold-Class Entertainment, its supplementary materials, and the report
produced by Real Estate Strategies. The hardship application is fundamentally
incomplete, and we do not believe the burden of proof has been met to justify the
irrevocable demolition of Center City’s last movie palace. We strongly urge you to
recommend denial of the application as submitted.

It is important to remember that Live Nation, the building’s current owner, is the true
applicant before you today, and that it is ultimately Live Nation’s responsibility to prove
its case of financial hardship. The application by iPic makes many claims on Live
Nation’s behalf, but provides little concrete evidence to support these claims. For
example, the iPic application claims that Live Nation in 2010 explored conversion of the
Boyd into a live music venue, but provides no supporting documentation of their
analysis. This is exactly the kind of information the hardship process is designed to
review, yet it is totally absent from this application. Likewise, iPic’s application claims
that Live Nation has continuously marketed the theater for sale, yet provides limited
details about this marketing effort. Was a broker retained? How many inquiries were
generated? What was the theater’s asking price? Were there conditions placed on the
sale? The application provides incomplete answers to these very relevant questions. We
emphasize that, according to iPic’s affidavit, the last time the theater was broadly and
publicly advertised for sale was in 2008. This was nearly six years ago, when the
economic climate was very different, the asking price was $7 million, and the terms of
sale prohibited a live music venue for seven years.

The applicant might claim that these holes in the application are inconsequential, given
the conclusion of the accompanying Econsult report that no reuse of the Boyd Theatre
would justify the cost of its rehabilitation. However, our analysis finds serious flaws in
this conclusion. Econsult’s conclusions are based on INTECH cost estimates first
developed in 2005 for an undefined scope of work. Their estimated development costs
far exceed the most relevant comparable project, the renovation of the Queen Theater in
Wilmington, Delaware, completed in 2012. The Queen was originally a 2,000-seat,
45,000-square-foot theater that sat vacant for fifty vears. Its rehabilitation included

1608 Walnut Sueet Suite 1300, Philadelphia, PA 19103

phone: 215.546.1146 fax: 215.546.1180 www.PreservationAlliance.com




substantial structural and mechanical interventions. Its total cost was $25 million, or
$550 per square foot. INTECHs estimate for a similar program at the Boyd is $35
million or $1200 a square foot, more than double the real world Queen example. The
Boyd is structurally sound; the Queen was not. Also, the INTECH estimates appear to be
based on a 51,000-square-foot project, yet the Boyd is only 29,000 square feet. This
major discrepancy is not explained in the application.

Econsult’s analysis also consistently undervalues or misrepresents the potential of
fiederal Historic Tax Credits in each of the development scenarios, in some cases by $2
million or more. For example, their Broadway theater scenario designates only 72% of
development costs as eligible expenses, and their live entertainment and movie theater
scenarios designate only 68%. Our experience finds that real-world projects often reach
upwards of 90% eligibility, both in hard and soft costs. Without an exact breakdown of
what costs were considered eligible, these numbers are highly suspect, as is their flawed
application of tax credits in the supplemental retail scenario. Here, they wrongly contend
that tax credits could be applied to only the exterior scope of work, which displays a
fundamental misinterpretation of the tax credit program and undermines the credibility of
their overall analysis.

The RES report rightly highlights other discrepancies and omissions in the Econsult
development scenarios, including the inflated acquisition cost of $8 million versus the
current $4.5 million asking price and the lack of New Market Tax Credit analysis, which
would realistically provide almost $3 million in additional funds. But neither report
acknowledges that the Boyd remains eligible for $2 million in state Redevelopment
Assistance Capital Program funds, as affirmed in Governor Corbett’s 2010 program
review. While the RES report tests some Econsult assumptions by discounting the
INTECH numbers by 20%, this represents only a fraction of the possible cost savings if
all of these variables are considered. To reiterate, no analysis accounts for the combined
potential cost savings of $3.5 million in acquisition cost savings, $2 million in additional
historic tax credits, $2.7 million in New Market tax credits, $2 million in RACP funds,
plus development costs more in line with recent completed projects. It is highly likely
that this analysis could lower total project costs by at least $15 million and eliminate the
negative Net Present Values that support the application’s claims that the theater presents
a financial hardship.

Finally, the hardship application is insufficient in its consideration of possible alternative
uses. The original application and its supplement together proposed five uses--
Broadway theater, live entertainment venue, single-screen movie theater,
theater/restaurant, and retail. Notwithstanding our concerns about the analysis of these
scenarios, we are also concerned that this analysis leaves out perhaps the most relevant
alternative use: a multiscreen rehabilitation that would preserve the historic structure.
This is relevant for two reasons: first, because it is a reuse strategy with a track record of
success, and second, it is a reuse that is closest in program (o the current iPic proposal.
The application provides no cvidence that a multiscreen adaptation is technically or
financially infeasible for the Boyd. An equivalent movie palace in San Francisco, the
New Mission Theater, is currently being renovated into a five-screen multiplex within the




historic theater volume. Initial schematic renderings commissioned by Friends of the
Boyd suggest that the theater could be sympathetically divided into three screens, one of
which could be an IMAX configuration. Two additional screens might also be
accommodated in an addition that matches the footprint of the current iPic proposal. The
hardship application contends that a one-screen theater is infeasible, and infers that an 8-
screen theater is feasible, but provides no supporting documentation that fewer than eight
screens was considered. The fact that eight screens is iPic’s preferred business model is
irrelevant to the question of whether five, four, or three screens is financially feasible.
On this question, the application is completely silent, except for the specious observation
that the Boyd had four screens when it closed. Again, this is exactly the kind of
information the hardship process is designed to review, yet it is totally absent from this
application. Indeed, there is nothing in the application to even support the claim that an
8-screen theater is more financially feasible than any of the other development scenarios
presented, and the only thing that approval of this application would guarantec is the
near-total demolition of one of Philadelphia’s most significant art deco buildings and
Center City’s last grand movie palace.

To summarize, the application lacks transparent Live Nation data, contains flawed
development estimates, misrepresents the availability of tax credits and other incentives,
and lacks significant analysis of a major reuse program. For these reasons, the
Preservation Alliance contends that the approval of this hardship application as presented
would be an error, and we strongly encourage you to recommend denial.

Sincerely,

/

Caroline E. Boyce
Executive Director
Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia




Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Hayes Russock [Hsrussock@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 8:20 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Hayes Russock
703 W. Oakmeade Drive
Wilmington, DE 19810



Encouragement to decide in favor of the Boyd Theater

Encouragement to decide in favor of the Boyd Theater

josh silver [silverianempire@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 4:01 PM
To: Jon Farnham

Cc:  Michael Nutter; Darrell Clarke; caroline@preservationalliance.com; Friends of the Boyd [howard@friendsoftheboyd.org]
Dr. Farnham:

I strongly encourage your support of the Boyd Theater®s
complete preservation as you consider iPic"s application.

While I appreciate the claims of 1Pic, | feel that they are
strongly outweighed by the significant status of the Boyd as
the only "Golden Age" downtown movie palace in this city,
and what can be part of a proven reality of this genre®s
adaptive reuse In so many cities, as contrasted with what
may well be a passing trend In terms of the

current multiplex proposal.

The primary weakness of i1Pic"s Sept. 30 application may

be 1ts denial that the Boyd®"s heart and soul - its
auditorium - is "character-defining', but i1t also falls
short 1n not acknowledging the misfortunes so far iIn the
pursuit of the theater®s total preservation, perhaps

most notably the death of Hal Wheeler as he worked towards
that goal.

In closing, 1 wish iPic well, i1f at another Philadelphia
location.

Josh Silver
802 S. 9th St., #3F
Philadelphia, PA., 19147

cc (by e-mail and hard copy):

Mayor Michael Nutter

City Council President Darrell Clarke
Howard Haas

Caroline Boyce



January 27, 2014

Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Philadelphia Historical Commission
Room 576, City Hall

Philadelphia, PA 19107

Dr. Farnham:

I strongly encourage your support of the Boyd Theater's complete preservation as
you consider iPic's application.

While I appreciate the claims of iPic, I feel that they are strongly outweighed by
the significant status of the Boyd as the only "Golden Age" downtown movie
palace in this city, and what can be part of a proven reality of this genre's adaptive
reuse in so many cities, as contrasted with what may well be a passing trend in
terms of the current multiplex proposal.

The primary weakness of iPic's Sept. 30 application may be its denial that the
Boyd's heart and soul - its auditorium - is "character-defining", but it also falls
short in not acknowledging the misfortunes so far in the pursuit of the theater's
total preservation, perhaps most notably the death of Hal Wheeler as he worked
towards that goal.

In closing, I wish iPic well, if at another Philadelphia location.

%

802 S. 9th St., #3F
Philadelphia, PA., 19147

cc (by e-mail and hard copy):

Mayor Michael Nutter

City Council President Darrell Clarke
Howard Haas

Caroline Boyce
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Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Michael Sullivan [sullivan.michael.r@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 1:18 PM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Michael Sullivan
2443 S. Rosewood St.
Philadelphia, PA 19145



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Edmund Weisberg [edmundweisberg@yahoo.com]

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:03 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to let you know that 1 OPPOSE iPic"s application to demolish most of
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, 1 request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre,
not its near total destruction. 1| urge you to oppose iPiC"s application and help
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure. As a longtime employee of
the Forrest Theatre, | have an abiding appreciation for some of the wonderful
theatres built in 1928 and the awe with which many theatregoers still see the
Forrest. The Boyd can be restored to such splendor.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Edmund Weisberg
1720 Spruce St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street

Randy Zauhar [r.zauhar@usciences.edu]
Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 9:33 AM
To: Jon Farnham

I am writing to express my strong opposition to iPic"s application to demolish most
of the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

The Boyd theater is a historical treasure. Even in the last days it was open as a
functioning theater, it provided beauty and a sense of history missing from any
other movie venue in Philadelphia, this despite the deterioration its owners
presided over.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown,
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and
auditorium of the Boyd. The Friends of the Boyd have provided detailed proposals for
how the theater could be used after its restoration and revitalization. Please
support these efforts to preserve, not destroy, a priceless treasure of our city.

Sincerely,

Randy Zauhar
4624 Chester Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Randy Zauhar
4624 Chester Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19143



