
Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
charles arnao [clarnao@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 14, 2014 4:50 PM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: howard@friendsoftheboyd.org 
Attachments: BAM Documentation.docx (1 MB)

Dear Dr. 
Farnham 

We are 
writing to 
let you
know that 
we OPPOSE 
iPic's 
application 
to demolish 
most of the
Boyd 
Theatre to 
construct a 
new 
multiplex.
We are 
residents of 
West 
Chester, 
Pennsylvania 
and own a 
cooperative 
apartment 
at 1919 
Chestnut 
Street, 
Philadelphia
PA zip code 
19103, that 
we use 
when 
visiting the 
city to
attend a 
variety of 
cultural and 
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historical
activities.

This past 
weekend 
highlighted 
the
difference 
between 
other city’s 
approaches 
to 
preservation 
and what 
we now face 
in 
Philadelphia.

Friday 
evening we 
were 
subjected to
the 
cramped 
and 
incredibly 
poor 
sightlines of 
the Merriam
Theatre, 
while 
attending a 
performance 
of 
Pennsylvania
Ballet’s 
latest 
production.
We juggled
vantage 
points with 
people in 
front of us 
to try and 
glimpse the 
entirety of 
Balanchine’s 
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exquisite 
choreography 
in
“Serenade.”
Experiencing 
Jiří Kylián’s
extensive 
floor work 
in “Petit 
Mort” was
impossible.
People were 
moving 
nearly as
much as the 
dancers to 
view 
something
on the
stage.
Patrons with 
small 
children 
were
switching 
seats 
wherever 
possible.

On Sunday, 
however, 
we were 
held in rapt
attention by 
Frank 
Langella in a 
production 
of King Lear 
at the 
Brooklyn 
Academy of 
Music’s 
Harvey 
theatre.
The 
amphitheater
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-like rake 
seating 
creates a 
clear and
unobstructed 
view for the 
majority of 
the seats in 
the house.
This has 
been done 
in a setting 
that 
captures the 
spirit of this 
theatre’s
history, 
including 
the period 
of disuse 
(see
attached).
We were 
struck by 
the stark
contrast.
World class 
performances 
- one venue 
treating 
patrons as a 
necessary 
evil; the 
other 
engaging
and 
enveloping 
the 
audience so 
that they 
become an 
integral part 
of the 
performance. 

The 
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weekend 
made us 
realize what
the Boyd 
could be, 
how it 
would be a 
start 
towards the
revitalization 
of the area 
around 19th

and 
Chestnut 
Street, with
a view to 
making the 
Boyd a 
showcase 
theatre 
similar to 
the Harvey 
theatre in 
New York.
Please do 
not allow 
the 
destruction 
of such a 
beautiful, 
irreplaceable
building 
with so 
much 
potential.

Sincerely, 

Charles L. 
Arnao , PMP
President 
MicroScope 
Systems Inc.

Rosemary A. 
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Watt, PhD 
Vice 
President 
MicroScope 
Systems Inc.
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One of two major performance spaces for the Brooklyn Academy of Music's 
ambitious contemporary dance, opera, theater, and music programs, the 
BAM Harvey Theater has a quirky history that's visible in the building's 
grand, decaying interior. Originally known as the Majestic, the theater 
opened in 1904 with a production of The Wizard of Oz, then went on to 
house Shakespearean revivals, vaudeville revues, and musical theater. It 
was converted into a movie house in 1942 but had been abandoned by 
1968. Nearly twenty years later, visionary Harvey Lichtenstein became 
interested in the venue while scouting out spaces for the 1987 Next Wave 
Festival because director Peter Brook, excited by the theater's 
resemblance to the Les Bouffes du Nord in Paris, wanted to stage his 
landmark nine-hour production of The Mahabharata there. Architect Hugh 
Hardy's renovation of the 874-seat theater retained much of the interior's 
crumbling columns and water-stained ceilings which today evoke a Greco-
Roman ruin. Since Brook's show, the Harvey (as it's affectionately called) 
has repeatedly presented avant-garde mainstays like minimalist composer 
Steve Reich and choreographer John Jasperse as well as the occasional 
mainstream celeb like Cate Blanchett. Smaller and less polished than 
BAM's Howard Gillman Opera house, the Harvey may seem dingy to some, 
but its intimate, otherworldly feel has made it the site of choice for artists 

attracted to the aesthetics of fading grandeur. — Lori Cole 
http://nymag.com/listings/attraction/BAM-Theater/ 

 

 
http://www.h3hc.com/&flashid=1124 
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Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
David Bankes [bankd1@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

David Bankes
2424 Tulip Street
Philadelphia, PA 19125

Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 12:09 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Jesse Braxton [jbrax1@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Jesse Braxton
433 S 45th St
Philadelphia, PA 19104

Sent: Sunday, February 16, 2014 10:36 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Sue Byer [sue.byer@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

I have lived in Philadelphia my entire 60+ years. As a teenager, I saw movies at the 
Boyd. I have toured the Boyd in the last 10 years. We need to save the Boyd. I'm a 
Friend of the Boyd. The City of Philadelphia needs to be a Friend of the Boyd. 

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Sue Byer
1129 Allengrove Street
Philadelphia, PA 19124

Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 2:24 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street













Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
kathy cimino [kathycimino@comast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

kathy cimino
2840 walnut hill street
philadelphia, PA 19152

Sent: Saturday, February 08, 2014 10:18 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Ellen Clark [pastadolce@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Ellen Clark
1520 spruce st
Philadelphia, PA 19102

Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 1:51 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Lori Cook [cook313pa@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total 
destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help preserve and restore 
the Boyd as a historical treasure. I worked at the Boyd(SamEric) in the 1980's when 
I attended art school in Philadelphia. I always dreamed that someday someone would 
save this beautiful and historic building

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Lori Cook
313 E. Mt. Kirk Ave
Norristown, PA 19403

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 11:13 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Marie Dooley [dooleymarie@hotmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Marie Dooley
809 Addison Street
Unit B
Philadelphia, PA 19147

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 4:40 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
ANGELA FLOYD [ANGELA@ADIEMRP.COM] 

Below is the "canned" text that definitely expresses how I feel.  But, I would like 
to add that Philadelphia's value is intrinsically linked to the character provided 
by the architecture.   A restored historical theater with original architecture 
would be a big draw for tourist and a feather in our city's cap! 

Please vote NO to the prosed demolishing of the interior.

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

ANGELA FLOYD
P.O. BOX21765
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19146

Sent: Thursday, February 13, 2014 10:00 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Boyd Theatre 1910 Chestnut St 
HowardBHaas@aol.com 

Jon Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission

Dear Dr. Farnham:

As you know, Friends of the Boyd, Inc have opposed the hardship application filed by Live 
Nation and iPIC and I testified there are alternatives to the proposed demolition. Friends of the 
Boyd, Inc. have recently received a letter from a Philadelphia foundation approving a grant to 
Friends of the Boyd, Inc in the amount of four and a half million dollars, the sale price, for the 
purchase of the Boyd Theatre. The letter states the grant is Anonymous. Caroline Boyce, 
Executive Director of the Preservation Alliance, has seen the letter and will testify as to its 
authenticity. If we are allowed to acquire the Boyd Theatre, Friends of the Boyd, Inc. will not 
demolish the building. Friends of the Boyd, Inc. and the Preservation Alliance for Greater 
Philadelphia request that the Philadelphia Historical Commission deny the hardship 
application. 

Howard B. Haas, Esq.
(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
215 546 8946 direct
cc: Caroline Boyce, Ben Leach, Preservation Alliance

Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 1:31 PM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: caroline@preservationalliance.com; ben@preservationalliance.com 

Boyd Theatre 1910 Chestnut St



Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut, re Live Nation 
HowardBHaas@aol.com 

Jon Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission

Dear Dr. Farnham:

Attached please find Feb 19, 2014 fax of email to Live Nation informing James Tucker, Vice 
President of Legal Affairs, who has long been in charge regarding the Boyd, of the grant to 
Friends of the Boyd and that we'd like to acquire the Boyd Theatre.

We want the Philadelphia Historical Commission to have proof not only that we have the fund 
authorization but also that we expressed interest to the property owner in so acquiring it.

Thank you.

Howard B. Haas
(volunteer) President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
direct 215 546 8946

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2014 12:16 PM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: ben@preservationalliance.com 
Attachments: to Live Nation.pdf (1 MB)

Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut, re Live Nation







Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Nelda Horwitz [nelda.d.horwitz@verizon.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Nelda Horwitz
319 South Smedley Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 4:45 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



support Boyd Theater Multiplex Plan 
Paul Kettl [paulkettl@yahoo.com] 

Mr. Farnham,
No one has a more sentimental view of the Boyd Theater on Chestnut St. than I do.  Thirty 
Five years ago, my wife and I had our first date there, and now we live directly across the 
street in an apartment at the William Penn House.
So, I urge you to save the theater - not by hoping to someday get tens of millions of dollars of 
public money, but to go along with the plan to turn an old movie theater into a new movie 
theater. The theater has lingered lifeless on Chestnut Street for years, and the current plan to 
save the facade and make it into a modern movie multiplex and entertainment center not only 
will help to bolster my neighborhood, but also will save the theater.
The alternative - - to hope that someday, tens of millions of tax dollars will be spent on a movie 
theater instead of education, fighting crime, or public programs is ludicrous.  If the renovation 
plan is not accepted, the theater will continue to rot across the street from where I live.  And, 
the site of the first date with my wife will be lifeless.
So please support the plan to renovate the theater - to turn an old movie theater into a new 
movie theater - - at NO COST to the taxpayer.
Thanks
Paul Kettl

Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2014 12:00 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

support Boyd Theater Multiplex Plan



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Todd Kimmell [kpict@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

From a pure tourism angle, consider Atlanta, Georgia.  Their 1920s full atmospheric 
Eqyptian Theater is the main reason I will go out of my way to return to Atlanta. 
The memories of my experience there are memories to cherish forever.  Philadelphia 
can certainly find a way to step to the plate for this cultural landmark.

Todd Kimmell
6365 Sherwood Rd
Philadelphia, PA 19151

Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 6:02 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
William Kinder [wmkinder@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

William Kinder
1446 Fitzwatertown Rd
Willow Grove, PA 19090

Sent: Saturday, February 08, 2014 4:20 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
David Kurtz [d1k@psu.edu] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As a friend of the restoration of priceless theatres, I request the City work for 
the survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total destruction. I urge you to 
oppose iPiC's application and help preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical 
treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Up here in Bellefonte, we unfortunately found that for-profit industrial forces held 
sway and the Garman Theatre, an historical structure in an historical district was 
demolished a feds weeks ago. The structure was slightly damaged a couple years ago  
but could have been restored when the Bellefonte Historic and Cultural Association 
found out about it and desperately tried to save the structure. I believe local 
forces up here went against the historic laws in order to allow and promote the 
destruction. Now it is only a pile of bricks. The folks trying to save the Boyd 
Theatre should contact BHCA to get a whole bunch of ideas and maybe it can be saved. 
Your folks better have some powerful folks willing to help because that will be what 
is needed against those that now hold sway with the Boyd. 

David Kurtz
118 E.South Hills Ave.
State College, PA 16801

Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 7:08 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
james magurn [jimmagurn@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

james magurn
2002 faunce  street
philadelphia, PA 19152

Sent: Wednesday, February 12, 2014 6:49 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Carole Maher [Carolemaher@verion.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.  
I have been going to the restored Ambler and Highway theaters for years.  The 
restoration of these theaters have brought new life to their communities and support 
numerous restaurants. I would live to take the train in to see a movie at the Boyd -
but not if it's a multiplex. Restoring the facade is important but so is the
interior. 
Pleas don't let the Boyd become another tacki multiplex

Carole Maher
774 Church Rd
Elkins Park, PA 19027

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:27 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Mike Martinelli [Oaklndparkmike@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Mike Martinelli
64 Park Ave
Asheville, NC 28803

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:24 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
wayne meyer [scrubbie@thevillages.net] 

My Dad managed the Boyd through its hard ticket days of Cinerama, Ben-Hur, Exodus, 
etc. PLEASE do not let is be destroyed!!!!

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

wayne meyer
7311 se 172nd legacy lane
the villages, FL 32162

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 12:21 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Addendum to my Nov. 18, 2013 email to save the Boyd 
Michael Miller [michamille@comcast.net] 

Dear Dr. Farnham: 

Why would we want to allow the demolition of such an architectural and cultural icon as the Boyd 
Theater?  Its interior houses a jewel that represented our ornate and lavish tribute to the motion picture 
industry in one of the many Movie Palaces built in Philly at that time.  We’ve lost all of them, the 
Mastbaum, Earle, Fox,  Erlanger and many more.  Not only memories, but our history of that time 
period resides in these buildings. 

Smaller cities than Philly have preserved their remaining old theaters including San Antonio, Oakland, 
Cleveland, and elsewhere.  Many of them were vacant longer or in worse condition than the Boyd.  

We need a group of investors to step up and raise the funds needed to restore the Boyd.  Live Nation 
started the process and uncovered paintings and art work thought lost.  We need Comcast, or some other 
corporation, to join the effort to halt the destruction and turn it into a multi-use venue.  And, yes we’ll 
need tax breaks and credits and subsides to keep it going as the costs to restore the theater will 
overwhelm the income it could earn.  As with the development of Penn’s Landing, we lack the political 
will and leadership to save our last remaining Art Deco theater.  At one time, City Hall was also under 
consideration for demolition.  Fortunately, smarter minds prevailed.

iPic can build anywhere.  Across the street; on Walnut where the Eric 3 shoe boxes of a theater used to 
be; or any other vacant lot.  And there are plenty of spaces available.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have a richly ornate, eye popping Movie Palace to hold world premiers of 
Philly centric movies and other events?

Sincerely,

Michael Miller Jr.
1512 Spruce St., Apt 809
Phila 19102
267-639-6743

Sent: Sunday, February 09, 2014 8:40 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Addendum to my Nov. 18, 2013 email to save the Boyd



Why doesn't iPic rehab the already gutted Royal Theater instead? 
Michael Miller [michamille@comcast.net] 

That would be a great location!  It’s on the edge of center city, near the western expansion of South St 
and the old Graduate Hospital area, and the growing Naval Square development. 

Why sacrifice the Boyd when there are so many vacant and probably cheaper lots that iPic can build?

Sincerely,

Michael Miller Jr.
1512 Spruce St., Apt 809
Phila 19102
267-639-6743

Sent: Monday, February 17, 2014 12:13 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Why doesn't iPic rehab the already gutted Royal Theater instead?



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Diane Montgomery [Diane.montgomery@comcast.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Diane Montgomery
2527 pine st
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

Sent: Tuesday, January 28, 2014 10:52 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street









Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Hayes Russock [Hsrussock@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Hayes Russock
703 W. Oakmeade Drive
Wilmington, DE 19810

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 8:20 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Encouragement to decide in favor of the Boyd Theater 
josh silver [silverianempire@yahoo.com] 

Dr. Farnham:

I strongly encourage your support of the Boyd Theater's 
complete preservation as you consider iPic's application.

While I appreciate the claims of iPic, I feel that they are 
strongly outweighed by the significant status of the Boyd as 
the only "Golden Age" downtown movie palace in this city, 
and what can be part of a proven reality of this genre's
adaptive reuse in so many cities, as contrasted with what 
may well be a passing trend in terms of the 
current multiplex proposal. 

The primary weakness of iPic's Sept. 30 application may 
be its denial that the Boyd's heart and soul - its 
auditorium - is "character-defining", but it also falls
short in not acknowledging the misfortunes so far in the 
pursuit of the theater's total preservation, perhaps 
most notably the death of Hal Wheeler as he worked towards 
that goal.

In closing, I wish iPic well, if at another Philadelphia 
location.

Josh Silver
802 S. 9th St., #3F
Philadelphia, PA., 19147

cc (by e-mail and hard copy):

Mayor Michael Nutter
City Council President Darrell Clarke
Howard Haas
Caroline Boyce

Sent: Monday, January 27, 2014 4:01 PM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: Michael Nutter; Darrell Clarke; caroline@preservationalliance.com; Friends of the Boyd [howard@friendsoftheboyd.org]

Encouragement to decide in favor of the Boyd Theater







Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Michael Sullivan [sullivan.michael.r@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Michael Sullivan
2443 S. Rosewood St.
Philadelphia, PA 19145

Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2014 1:18 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Edmund Weisberg [edmundweisberg@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure. As a longtime employee of 
the Forrest Theatre, I have an abiding appreciation for some of the wonderful 
theatres built in 1928 and the awe with which many theatregoers still see the 
Forrest. The Boyd can be restored to such splendor.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Edmund Weisberg
1720 Spruce St.
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 8:03 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Randy Zauhar [r.zauhar@usciences.edu] 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to iPic's application to demolish most 
of the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

The Boyd theater is a historical treasure. Even in the last days it was open as a 
functioning theater, it provided beauty and a sense of history missing from any 
other movie venue in Philadelphia, this despite the deterioration its owners 
presided over.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. The Friends of the Boyd have provided detailed proposals for 
how the theater could be used after its restoration and revitalization. Please 
support these efforts to preserve, not destroy, a priceless treasure of our city.

Sincerely, 

Randy Zauhar
4624 Chester Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Randy Zauhar
4624 Chester Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19143

Sent: Friday, February 07, 2014 9:33 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street


