
Boyd Theatre
Linda Karp [lrkarp@aol.com] 

I, Linda Karp, am a resident of Philadelphia, zip code 19107  and OPPOSE iPic's application to 
demolish most of the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex. I request the City work for the 
survival of the Boyd Theatre, not its near total destruction. Almost every US city has saved, 
restored and reopened a ex-movie palace downtown, and so should Philadelphia preserve not 
only the facade, but also the lobbies and auditorium of the Boyd so a real "movie palace 
experience" can be had for live entertainment and a film series.

At the very least safe the art deco artwork!!

Professor Linda Karp
President
Karp Marketing
Certified Woman-Owned Business
www.karpmarketing.com

Please consider the environment before printing.

Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 4:18 PM 
To: Michael Nutter; Jon Farnham 

Boyd Theatre



Boyd 
Marilyn Conway [marilynconway@yahoo.com] 

I am strongly in favor of the current offer/plan for the Boyd. Let's get that derelect eyesore demolished and create a new venue!

Sent: Thursday, January 02, 2014 4:25 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Boyd



Boyd Theater
sv7608@gmail.com on behalf of Stephen Vineberg [StephenVineberg@gmail.com] 

We strongly support the plan to convert the Boyd Theater into a cinema multiplex.  The external 
restoration coupled with the cultural attraction will greatly improve the quality of life and economic 
vibrancy of center city west. 

Stephen and Susan Vineberg
The Residences at Two Liberty

Sent: Friday, January 03, 2014 9:40 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Boyd Theater



Boyd Theater
Helaine Greenberg [helainesho@gmail.com] 

Dear Dr. Farnham: 

The revitalization of the Boyd Theater as a movie multiplex would enormously enhance Center City. As 
more citizens move to apartments in the area, this would add entertainment, financials and joy to a 
marvelous city already. Please help us with this request.

Your truly, 
Helaine Greenberg DSW

Sent: Saturday, January 04, 2014 10:46 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Boyd Theater













Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission 
Room 576 City Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

1901 Walnut Street, Apt. 2E 
Rittenshouse Plaza 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
January 9, 2014 

RE: iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Financial 
Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut Street (The Boyd Theater) 

Dear Dr. Farnham: 

I am writing to express my and my neighbors' excitement over the announced plans for 
the new iPic at the Boyd Theater. 

Our community represents a magnificent blend of the old and new and historical and 
modem structures interspersed to create one of the most picturesque and livable areas of the city. 
The plan for the Boyd combines the best of both the old and new in one spot. The historically 
restored head house will be a beautiful addition to the 1900 block of Chestnut Street and the 
interior will provide a place, to very comfortably, enjoy motion pictures. 

At the same time, it is unconscionable to allow the building to remain in its current state 
of disrepair when a viable, privately-funded alterative is at hand. We have had to endure the 
sight of this derelict building for far too long. 

We appreciate the responsibility the Historical Commission has to protect Philadelphia's 
marvelous historic buildings but, at this point, the Boyd is certainly not marvelous and the 
portion of the building that is truly historic, the front, is going to be completely restored. 

I ask that the Commission approve the iPic application and begin the process of 
rejuvenating the Boyd and its adjoining properties. 

Thank you. 

cc: Clare Kahn Mozes-Rittenhouse Plaza Board 



iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut 
Street (Boyd Theater)
The Padova Firm [Iva@thepadovafirm.com] 

Dear Dr. Farnham,

Attached please find my letter regarding iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment 
Financial Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut Street (The Boyd Theater).

Thank you.

JOHN R. PADOVA, JR., ESQUIRE

THE PADOVA FIRM P.C.
123 South 22nd Street
Philadelphia,  PA  19103
Telephone:  215-893-0700
Fax:  215-893-1796

Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2014 10:12 AM 
To: Jon Farnham
Attachments: 1-9-14 Ltr J Farnham PhD.pdf (20 KB)

iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut Street (Boyd Theater)



iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC (The Boyd Theatre) 
Donna Gregor [Donna.Gregor@KornFerry.com] 

Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission
Room 576 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA  19107

Re:  iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Financial Hardship Application for 1910 
Chestnut Street (The Boyd Theatre)

Dear Dr. Farnham:

I am writing to express my excitement over the announced plans for the new iPic at the Boyd Theatre.

Our community represents a magnificent blend of the old and new, historical and modern structures 
interspersed to create one of the most picturesque and livable areas of the city.  The plan for the Boyd combines
the best of both the old and new in one spot.  The historically restored head house will be a beautiful addition to 
the 1900 block of Chestnut Street and the interior will provide a place to very comfortably enjoy motion
pictures.  This building has been an eye sore for far too long.  It is unconscionable to allow the building to remain 
in its current state of disrepair when a viable, privately-funded alterative is at hand.  We have had to endure the 
sight of this derelict building for far too long.

I appreciate the responsibility the Historical Commission has to protect Philadelphia’s marvelous historical
buildings but at the point the Boyd is certainly not marvelous and the portion of the building that is truly 
historic, the front, is going to be completely restored.  

I ask that the commission approve the iPic application and begin the process of rejuvenation of the Boyd and its 
adjoining properties.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Donna Gregor
Rittenhouse Plaza
1901 Walnut Street, Apartment #15C
Philadelphia, PA  19103

Sent: Thursday, January 09, 2014 12:30 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC (The Boyd Theatre)



The Boyd Theater 
Richard Panati [rpanati@verizon.net] 

Richard Panati
Ed Sciamanna
1901 Walnut Street
Apt. 17-E
Philadelphia PA 19103

January 10, 2014

Jonathan E. Farnham Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission
Room 576 City Hall
Philadelphia PA 19107

Re: iPic-Gold Class Entertainment LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Financial Hardship 
Application for 1910 Chestnut Street (The Boyd Theater)

Dear Dr. Farnham:

We are residents of the Rittenhouse Plaza in Center City and are writing to express our 
support for the announced plans for the new iPic at the Boyd Theater on Chestnut Street. The 
iPic plan sounds like a very promising and welcome addition to our neighborhood. 

While we fully appreciate and support the Historical Commission's mandate to protect 
Philadelphia's great historic buildings, we also believe that it is unconscionable to allow the 
Boyd building to continue to remain in its current state of disrepair. The Boyd in its present 
incarnation has been for too long a blight upon our neighborhood. It is also a major deterrent to 
further development of highly desirable Center City real estate.

We ask that the Commission approve the iPic application and begin the process of 
rejuvenation that the Boyd and its adjoining properties, as well as our neighborhood, sorely 
need.

Thank you.

Richard Panati
Ed Sciamanna

Sent: Friday, January 10, 2014 1:29 PM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: Ed Sciamanna [esciamanna@verizon.net]

The Boyd Theater



Boyd Theatre
Gloria Einbender [lspaj5@gmail.com] 

As a long time resident of The Rittenhouse Apartments, I would be thrilled to have the Boyd Theatre 
restored. Since the fire leveled the lot next store I have missed the small movie that was next door.Good 
luck to you and iPic-Gold Class. 

                 Sincerely, Gloria Einbender

Sent: Sunday, January 12, 2014 3:28 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Boyd Theatre



IiPic-Gold Class Entertainment,LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Finan 
cial Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut Street 
cetemin@netzero.net 

Dear Dr. Farnham:

I write in support of the application of the above-named entities to refurbish the 
BOYD theater. I am a life-long resident of Philadelphia who grew up in center city 
and now reside at the Rittenhouse Plaza Apartments just around the corner from the 
theater. I was very excited to learn that there is a possibility that the theater, 
which has lain dormant and boarded up for so many years will once again be a  
vibrant part of the community.

I am old enough to remember the BOYD when it was an operating movie theater in a 
neighborhood that included , at least , five other such theaters. Over the years, 
those theaters have been put to other uses, among other things , as a CVS drug 
store, a sporting goods store and a restaurant. But the premises that was the BOYD 
has remained as an eyesore on an otherwise busy and active area.. 

I understand  the responsibility of the Historical Commission to protect those 
buildings that are part of Philadelphia's great architectural and cultural heritage. 
It is my understanding that this project will protect that important aspect of the 
present building and, there can be no doubt, that it will enhance and add a valuable 
asset to the life of the neighborhood as well as providing a much-needed venue for 
the enjoyment of motion pictures.

I add my voice to the voice of many who request that the Commission approve the iPic 
application so that the process of rejuvenation can begin.

Sincerely yours,

Judge Carolyn Engel Temin

Sent: Sunday, January 12, 2014 10:19 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

IiPic-Gold Class Entertainment,LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Finan cial Hardship Application ...



Iris and Igal Hami 
1830 Rittenhouse Square 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 

January 13, 2014 

 
Jonathan E. Farnham Ph. D. 

Executive Director 

Philadelphia Historical Commission 

Room 576 City Hall 

Philadelphia, PA 19107 

 

RE:  iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Financial 

Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut Street (The Boyd Theatre) 

 

Dear Dr. Farnham: 

 

As a resident who lives near the Boyd Theater and CEO of a development company constantly 

working to improve the quality of life and economic vibrancy of Philadelphia, I wholeheartedly 

support approval of the financial hardship application submitted by iPic-Gold Class 

Entertainment.  

 

I have watched the theater deteriorate as it has sat vacant over the years. I have seen proposals 

for its restoration come and go as none proved financially viable.  In the meantime, the property 

continues to inflict a deleterious impact on our community that cascades far beyond just the 

property itself. Other businesses are reluctant to locate on the 1900 block of Chestnut when it 

should be a prime block, located so close to Rittenhouse Square.  

 

The proposal from iPic offers the exciting prospect that I and my neighbors can walk to a first-

class movie theater. Even more important, the minute construction begins on the project I am 

confident other businesses on the block will invest in dramatic improvements to their properties 

and this section of Chestnut Street will experience a renaissance. That translates into higher 

property values and sales tax revenues for the city.   

 

I have seen the plans. They are first class and they pay exquisite attention to historical detail on 

the Chestnut Street entrance. The design resurrects the theater’s original look, a view not seen 

there in decades. It is also noteworthy that despite the obvious substantial investment required to 

develop the site there is no public money involved.  

 

I have researched the company and its ownership. They are solid and the theaters iPic currently 

operates are all thriving, indicating they will become the kind of solid corporate entity we need 

to attract and retain in Philadelphia.  Their proposal will result in an ideal fit for the location. I 

urge the commission to approve the application as soon as possible.  

 

Please feel free to contact me at 610-517-8887 if you would like to discuss the matter further. 

Thank you for your attention.  

 



 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Iris and Igal Hami 
 



re:iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment 
Financial Hardship Application for 1910 Chestnut Street (The Boyd 
Theatre) 
Melanie Colon [melaniec@giltravel.com] 

Mr. Farnham,

Good Morning.  Attached please find letter of support on behalf of Iris and Igal Hami for the Boyd 
Theatre project.

Thank you,

Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 10:59 AM 
To: Jon Farnham
Cc: Iris Hami [irish@giltravel.com]
Attachments: IPIC - Igal Iris Hami.doc (24 KB)

Melanie Colon | Executive Assistant to Iris Hami | GIL TRAVEL
1511 Walnut Street, 2nd FL    Philadelphia, PA 19102    USA
T: 215.568.6655 x262 OR 800.223.3855 x262 | F: 215.568.0013 

E: melaniecolon@giltravel.com | W: www.giltravel.com

re:iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Financial Hardship Applicatio...



 

 

152 N. York St., 2nd Fl., Elmhurst, IL 60126 | historictheatres.org  

 
 

October 10, 2013 
 

For the past forty-four years Theatre Historical Society of America (THS) has documented America’s theatre buildings.  In 

that time we have come to know that historic buildings do not exist in a vacuum.   These structures must be considered 

within their social context, their impact upon the people who attended them for movies, music or live shows, and their 

contribution to the life and vitality of the streets in the neighborhoods where they were found. 

 

It has come to our attention that Philadelphia’s Boyd Theatre may be at risk of partial or complete demolition.  THS joins 

with the community, expressing our concern for the future of the entire building as we believe it to be a significant 

architectural and cultural resource, worthy of historic preservation.  

 

In recent years we have seen countless examples of theatres- both cinema and live theatres- positively impacting 

neighborhood economic development.  Prime examples here in the Chicago area are the York Theatre in Elmhurst and 

the Lake Theatre in Oak Park.  Both of these venues, owned by Classic Cinemas, generate pedestrian traffic and revenue, 

not only for the theatre but the surrounding businesses.  There are many other examples across the country to reinforce 

this point, particularly the work of the Adirondack Theatre Festival and Charles R. Wood Theatre in Glens Falls, NY.  The 

opening of a theatre in this small, upstate New York town completely transformed a widely-vacant downtown shopping 

district and now nearly every storefront is occupied with office, retail and restaurants.  Theatres are a vital part of every 

community. 

 

Furthermore, we have witnessed countless examples of theatres, in some cases completely abandoned and neglected 

far longer than the Boyd, restored to life.  For example, the Loews Kings in Brooklyn, NY was abandoned for decades and 

will reopen next year.  The Senator in Baltimore reopened just last night.  In New Orleans, the Saenger Theatre was 

nearly destroyed by hurricane Katrina and has been restored and reopened just last month. 

 

A city steeped in history as Philadelphia deserves a first class restored theatre gem; with some strategic vision and 

dedication the Boyd could regain its former glory.   

 

 
Richard L. Fosbrink, Executive Director 

 

 

 



The Boyd Theatre 
Richard Fosbrink [richard.fosbrink@historictheatres.org] 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Please find the attached letter concerning the Boyd Theatre. 

Thank you for your time and attention,

--
Richard L. Fosbrink

Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 11:57 AM 
To: Darrell Clarke; Mark Squilla; Michael Decker; Jannie L. Blackwell; Curtis Jones.Jr; Bobby Henon; Maria Q Sanchez; 

Cindy Bass; Marian Tasco; Brian O'Neill; Wilson Goode; Bill Greenlee; Bill Green; Phil Innamorato; James Kenney; 
Blondell Reynolds Brown; Kenyatta Johnson; Jon Farnham; Michael Nutter

Cc: Howard B Haas [howardbhaas@aol.com]; Janine M. Pixley [janine.pixley@historictheatres.org]
Attachments: 2013-BoydAdvocacyLetterTHSA.pdf (184 KB)

Executive Director
Theatre Historical Society of America
152 N York, 2nd Floor
Elmhurst, IL 6010
630-782-1800 x301
Historictheatres.org

Join or email list :Click Here

The Boyd Theatre









Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Michael Garden [mg@michaelgarden.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

I GREW UP IN DETROIT AND THE RESTORATION OF THE FOX THEATER REMAINS ONE OF THE 
SAVING GRACES OF THAT DOWNTOWN AREA.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Michael Garden
PO Box 2275
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 9:44 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
David Brownlee [dbrownle@sas.upenn.edu] 

I strongly oppose iPic's application to demolish most of the Boyd Theatre in order 
to construct a new multiplex.

I am an architectural historian, and I can confirm what you have already heard: this 
is an exceptionally important architectural monument.  As much as the Rodin Museum 
and PSFS, it is a beautiful product of Philadelphia's artistic vitality in the years 
between the world wars.

Like almost every major US city, Philadelphia should preserve its movie palace--not 
only the facade, but also the lobbies and auditorium.

Please add city support to a real preservation plan for the Boyd, as advocated for 
and planned by the Friends of the Boyd Theatre.

David Brownlee
1901 Walnut Street
Apt 4B
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 9:34 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street





Friends of the Boyd, Inc. 
P.O. Box 30629 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 

 
www.FriendsOfTheBoyd.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

          
January 21, 2014 
 
Jonathan E. Farnham, PhD 
Executive Director 
Philadelphia Historical Commission  
City Hall Room 576 
Philadelphia, PA 19197 
 
Re: 1910 Chestnut Street (Boyd Theatre) Hardship Committee and Architectural Committee  
 
STATEMENT AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS OPPOSING THE APPLICATION OF 
LIVE NATION WORLDWIDE, INC. AND iPIC GOLD CLASS ENTERTAINMENT, LLC 
 
KEY POINTS: 
 

 Demolishing the Boyd's auditorium and grand lobby buildings to construct a new 
multiplex with the Boyd's facade in front is not historic preservation. 

 Almost every US city has found a way to restore and reopen at least one downtown 
movie palace, often when theaters were closed far longer than the Boyd. 

 The Boyd can succeed by hosting touring Broadway musicals. The application's 
conclusions are faulty because no study has been done comparing similar sized cities to 
Philadelphia as to the engagement length and number of seats sold for touring Broadway 
musicals.  

 Live Nation created the economic hardship by insisting, while attempting to sell the 
Boyd, that after a sale the Boyd could not be used for popular concerts. Concerts are one 
of the most frequent uses of movie palaces nationwide.  

 Friends of the Boyd are submitting diagrams to show how the Boyd can be reused for 
movies without destroying the buildings.  

 
 
Dear Philadelphia Historical Commission members & Committee members: 
 
Friends of the Boyd, Inc. opposes the application of Live Nation and iPic. Organized in 2002, 
the year the Boyd Theatre closed as a first-run movie theater, Friends of the Boyd is a nonprofit 
organization. We have publicly advocated for the full restoration of the Boyd, conducted tours 
of the Boyd, worked with successive developers, and for several years paid for overnight 
security outside to safeguard the Boyd. We have led a campaign that resulted in hundreds of 
emails being sent to the Philadelphia Historical Commission in opposition to iPic's plans.



Friends of the Boyd, Inc. 
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The Boyd Theatre, opened in 1928 and, over time, has hosted many movie premieres and 
appearances by Hollywood stars. The Boyd is Philadelphia’s last surviving premiere movie 
palace. National and regional organizations such as the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
The League of Historic American Theatres, Preservation Pennsylvania, the Preservation 
Alliance for Greater Philadelphia, and AIA Philadelphia have all highlighted the local and 
national significance of the building both as a spectacular individual historic resource and as an 
example of how preservation law should be structured and enforced. 
 
iPic has applied for permission to demolish the building that houses the Boyd's grand lobby, 
except for the facade and the outside lobby. iPic also seeks to destroy the building that houses 
the auditorium with its foyers and the lower lounge. The Boyd's historic auditorium IS the 
theater where movie premieres were held, where Hollywood stars were on stage. It could host 
great events in the future, and its loss would be forever! The Boyd's grand lobby was also an 
important space. From outside, the public can see the Boyd's lobby and auditorium wings. 
Demolishing them would be more than an “alteration.” 
 
Replacing the lobby and auditorium buildings of the Boyd with new movie theaters is not 
historic preservation. In the 1970s, after Legionnaire's Disease, the Bellevue Stratford Hotel 
was threatened with demolition. Imagine if a new hotel had been built within the exterior walls 
of the Bellevue and the ornate lobby and grand ballroom had been lost. Or, imagine if only 
some of the exterior walls of Eastern State Penitentiary had survived and fronted a new prison. 
Almost every major US city has a restored downtown movie palace (see list at Exhibit A). 
Those cities have found ways to save their movie palaces, not just the facades.  
 
There are assertions that since the Boyd has not been reopened after having closed 12 years ago, 
that it would never reopen. Two saviors did come forth during that time, Clear Channel 
until they divested their theaters and Hal Wheeler until he died. Equally important is that 
many movie palaces nationwide were not in good shape and were closed longer than the 
Boyd, but were eventually saved such as Baltimore's Hippodrome Theatre, which closed in 
1990 but was restored and reopened 14 years later, in 2004. I have listed other examples. 
 
PARTIAL LIST OF MOVIE PALACES REOPENED AFTER BEING CLOSED MORE 
THAN 10 YEARS: 
 

 Loews Kings in Brooklyn, NY closed 1977, now being restored  
 Opera House (its 1970s name) in Boston closed 1990, reopened in 2004 
 Hippodrome in Baltimore closed 1990, reopened 2004 
 Loews Paradise in Bronx, NY closed 1994, reopened 2005 
 Fox in Tucson AZ closed 1974, reopened 2005 
 Fox in Oakland CA closed 1984, reopened 2009 
 California in San Jose closed 1973, reopened 2004 
 Balboa in San Diego closed 1985, reopened 2008 

 
There are assertions the Boyd Theatre is not viable because supposedly all movie palaces 
require public subsidy for renovations. However, there are former movie palaces nationwide 
that did not require public subsidy for their reuse. We have listed some of them. 
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PARTIAL LIST OF MOVIE PALACES WHOSE RESTORATION DID NOT REQUIRE 
PUBLIC SUBSIDY: 
 

 The Wiltern in Los Angele was restored by a developer, and now operated by Live 
Nation for concerts. 

 The Orpheum in downtown Los Angeles, restored by its owner and used primarily for 
live shows. 

 The United Artists in downtown Los Angeles, restored and reopened for various events 
this year in conjunction with the opening of a new hotel, the Ace, in the building that 
houses the theater. 

 The Pantages in Hollywood, CA restored by Nederlanders Organization and used for 
touring Broadway musicals. 

 The Warner in downtown Washington DC, restored by a developer and used for live 
shows, and now also operated by Live Nation.  

 
As to the Boyd, for its impressive history see, Attachment B. The Boyd can be fully restored. 
Photos attached at Exhibits C1, C2, and C3 show that though the Boyd's interior needs some 
work, it still looks impressive and could be economically restored in stages like other historic 
theaters such as the Loews Jersey in Jersey City and the Colonial in Phoenixville, PA. The 
hardship application does not address the possibility that the Boyd could be restored in stages. 
 
THE BOYD COULD HOST TOURING BROADWAY MUSICALS. 
 
Many former movie palaces nationwide have been reused for touring Broadway musicals. Clear 
Channel purchased the Boyd in 2005 with plans to fully fund a complete restoration so the 
theater could host touring Broadway musicals. One advantage of the Boyd was that it was built 
with 2450 seats. Clear Channel expected to reopen the Boyd with about 2350 seats. Expensive 
touring Broadway productions like “The Lion King” need more than 2000 seats to make a 
profit, but only one other Philadelphia theater has that many seats, the Academy of Music, but it 
cannot host very long runs of musicals because the Opera and the Ballet also must be 
accommodated. Other Center City Philadelphia theaters that are often “dark” such as the Forrest 
Theatre and the Merriam Theatre do not have 2000 seats. 
 
Clear Channel proceeded with the Boyd's purchase and preliminary renovation work because 
that company expected to make a profit, without public subsidy. Unfortunately, in 2006, Clear 
Channel decided to exit the theater business. Clear Channel created the new independent 
company, Live Nation, to own the theaters including the Boyd. The independent consultants' 
report states the Boyd project became too expensive for Live Nation, but Live Nation put many 
theaters for sale, including the Boyd, because Live Nation chose to become a “live music” 
company rather than specializing in touring Broadway musicals.  
 
Despite conclusions made by the applicant and/or independent consultant, there has never 
been a study that compared the length of the run (the number of seats sold over so many 
weeks) of expensive touring Broadway musicals in similar sized cities to Philadelphia. 
Many US cities have more than one movie palace with more than 2000 seats to host touring 
Broadway musicals yet Philadelphia, the fifth largest US city only has just one (the Academy of 
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Music). In Boston, where the Wang Center, the nonprofit organization operating one former 
movie palace, was upset with the prospect that another movie palace might reopen and compete 
for touring Broadway musicals. In 2004, Clear Channel restored and reopened the other movie 
palace, called the Opera House after its 1970s use. Instead of resulting in disaster, the additional 
theater space means Boston has way more shows! 
  
So, why are there assumptions that Philadelphia would not keep busy with both the Boyd and 
the Academy of Music thriving with touring Broadway musicals and other productions? 
Perhaps some in the Philadelphia community have been too pessimistic. After all, the naysayers 
have often been proven wrong. For example, the Walnut Street Theatre's 1970s reopening has 
since been nationally acclaimed. More recently, the Academy of Music invested in raising its 
roof to accommodate musicals and has subsequently found that musicals make a profit there. 
 
The applicant's Affidavit at Section 35 lists entities the Boyd was marketed to in 2008. 
However, the marketing effort was insufficient because the list did not include major theater 
operators like the Shubert Organization.  
 
THE BOYD COULD HOST POPULAR CONCERTS. 
 
The co-applicant Live Nation precluded the Boyd from being reused for popular concerts 
aka “live music,” one of the common uses of former movie palaces nationwide including the 
Wiltern in Los Angeles, the Beacon in New York City, the Orpheum in Boston. Exhibit F of the 
hardship application is the owner's Invitation to Bid for the Boyd, with a “Seven year restriction 
that no portion of the Property may be used for the holding or presenting live entertainment 
music concerts.” Live Nation's restriction prevents competitors from bidding on the Boyd and, 
therefore, created any economic hardship that might exist. Furthermore, the application does not 
explain why Live Nation itself chose not to reopen the Boyd for live music. 
  
THE BOYD COULD BE COMBINED WITH A HOTEL. 
 
Philadelphia developer Hal Wheeler announced plans to purchase the Boyd, build an adjoining 
hotel, and use the Boyd for hotel functions and mixed use entertainment but he suddenly died in 
January 2010 while still pursuing his plans. There is an historic theater in Manhattan that has 
been combined with a hotel. In downtown Los Angeles, the United Artists Theatre reopened 
this month with its upper stories converted to the Ace Hotel that will use that movie palace. 
 
THE BOYD COULD BE REUSED FOR MOVIES, NOT DESTROYED. 
 
In 1953, quite a few movie theaters closed after television arrived in most people's homes. 
However, the Boyd survived because, with an enormous new movie screen, new projection 
booths and reconfigured floor, it became a venue to show Cinerama movies. Cinerama was a 
“big screen” experience like IMAX is now. Friends of the Boyd explanation and diagrams 
(Exhibit D) ) show how the existing Boyd could be reused for movies. The auditorium could 
have an IMAX screen, two auditoriums can be placed in the balcony, and two more auditoriums 
placed where the stagehouse expansion had been planned. This possibility was not addressed by 
the applicants. 
 



Friends of the Boyd, Inc. 
Page 5 

 
 
 

 

Having entertained millions of people since 1928, the Boyd is timeless. People will never be 
able to experience a real Philadelphia movie palace if all beyond the Boyd's front is knocked 
down to build a new multiplex. iPic can build a new multiplex elsewhere on a vacant lot. 
 
Respectfully, 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
Restored, Reopened Historic Movie Palaces in US Downtowns (incomplete list) 
Links will take you to the theatre website  
 
 
NORTHEAST  
Boston:  

 Wang (Metropolitan) - http://www.citicenter.org/theatres/wang / 
 Majestic (Saxon) - https://cutlermajestic.org/  
 Opera House (BF Keith) - http://www.bostonoperahouseonline.com/  
 Paramount Theatre - https://paramountboston.org/Online/default.asp  

 
Worcester: 

 Hanover Theatre for the Performing Arts - http://thehanovertheatre.org/  
 

Providence: 
 Ocean State (Providence) - http://www.ppacri.org/  

 
Albany:  

 Palace – http://palacealbany.com/  
 
Schenectady: 

 Proctor’s - http://www.proctors.org/  
 
Syracuse:  

 Landmark (Loew's State) - http://www.landmarktheatre.org/  
 
Buffalo: 

 Shea's Buffalo - http://www.sheas.org/  
 

Jersey City:  
 Loew's Jersey http://www.loewsjersey.org/  
 Stanley (church)  

 
Rahway: 

 Union County Performing Arts Center – http://ucpac.org/  
 
Utica: 

 Stanley - http://www.thestanley.org/  
 
Red Bank: 

 Count Basie – http://www.countbasietheatre.org/  
 
Erie: 

 Warner - http://www.erieevents.com/about/warner_theatre.htm  
 
Pittsburgh: 

 Heinz Hall (Loew's Penn) - http://www.pittsburghsymphony.org/venues/heinz-hall  
 Benedum (Stanley) - http://www.trustarts.org/  
 Byham (Gayety) - http://www.trustarts.org/  
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York: 

 Strand-Capitol – http://www.mystrandcapitol.org/  
 
Baltimore:  

 Hippodrome - http://www.france-merrickpac.com/home.html  
 
Washington DC:  

 Warner - http://warnertheatredc.com/  
  
SOUTH 
Durham: 

 Carolina - http://www.carolinatheatre.org/  
 
Greensboro: 

 Carolina - http://www.carolinatheatre.com/  
 
Charlottesville: 

 Paramount - http://www.theparamount.net/  
 
Richmond: 

 Carpenter (Loew's) - http://www.richmondcenterstage.com/  
 
Louisville:  

 Palace - http://louisvillepalace.com/  
 
Knoxville: 

 Tennessee - http://www.tennesseetheatre.com/  
 
Memphis:  

 Orpheum - http://www.orpheum-memphis.com/  
 
Abilene: 

 Paramount - http://www.paramount-abilene.org/  
 
Austin: 

 Paramount - http://www.austintheatre.org/  
 
Dallas:  

 Majestic - http://www.dallasculture.org/majestictheatre/index.asp  
 
San Antonio:  

 Majestic  - http://www.majesticempire.com/  
 Empire - http://www.majesticempire.com/  
 Aztec - http://www.theaztectheatre.com/  

 
Texarkana: 

 Perot - http://www.trahc.org/  
 
New Orleans:  

 Saenger - http://www.saengernola.com/  
 Loew's State (unrestored) 
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Shreveport: 
 Strand - http://www.thestrandtheatre.com/  

 
Atlanta: 

 Fox - http://www.foxtheatre.org/  
 
Jacksonville:  

 Florida - http://www.floridatheatre.com/  
 
Tampa:  

 Tampa - http://www.tampatheatre.org/  
 
Miami:  

 Gusman (Olympia) - http://www.gusmancenter.org/  
 
Birmingham: 

 Alabama - http://www.alabamatheatre.com/  
  
MIDWEST  
Akron: 

 Civic - http://www.akroncivic.com/site/page.php?id=420  
 
Cleveland:  

 Palace - 
http://www.playhousesquare.org/default.asp?playhousesquare=62&urlkeyword=theaters%20&objId=5  

 Hanna - http://www.playhousesquare.org/default.asp?playhousesquare=62&urlkeyword=theaters&objId=2  
 State - http://www.playhousesquare.org/default.asp?playhousesquare=62&urlkeyword=theaters&objId=4   
 Allen - http://www.playhousesquare.org/default.asp?playhousesquare=62&urlkeyword=theaters&objId=1   
 Ohio - http://www.playhousesquare.org/default.asp?playhousesquare=62&urlkeyword=theaters&objId=3  

 
Columbus:  

 Ohio - http://www.capa.com/venues/ohio-theatre  
 Palace – http://www.capa.com/venues/palace-theatre  
 Southern - http://www.capa.com/venues/southern-theatre  

 
Indianapolis:  

 Indiana - http://www.irtlive.com/  
 Circle - http://www.hilbertcircletheatreindy.org/  

 
Fort Wayne: 

 Embassy - http://www.fwembassytheatre.org/  
 
St. Louis:  

 Fox - http://www.fabulousfox.com/  
 Powell (St.Louis) - http://www.stlsymphony.org/  

 
Kansas City:  

 Midland - http://www.midlandkc.com/  
 
Omaha: 

 Orpheum - http://www.omahaperformingarts.org/orpheum/default.aspx  
 Rose (Paramount) - http://www.rosetheater.org/  
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Minneapolis:  
 Orpheum - http://www.hennepintheatretrust.org/our-theatres/orpheum-theatre  
 State - http://www.hennepintheatretrust.org/our-theatres/state-theatre  
 Pantages - http://www.hennepintheatretrust.org/our-theatres/pantages-theatre  

 
Chicago:  

 Chicago - http://www.thechicagotheatre.com/  
 Oriental - http://www.broadwayinchicago.com/specialevents_ford.php  
 Palace - http://www.broadwayinchicago.com/theatreinfo_history.php#cadillac  

 
Rockford: 

 Coronado - http://www.coronadopac.org/  
 
Wichita: 

 Orpheum – http://www.wichitaorpheum.com/  
 
Ann Arbor: 

 Michigan - http://www.michtheater.org/  
 
Detroit:  

 Fox - http://www.olympiaentertainment.com/  
 State - http://thefillmoredetroit.com/venue-information    
 Opera House (Capitol) - http://www.michiganopera.org/  

 
Milwaukee: 

 Pabst - http://www.pabsttheater.org/  
 
WEST    
Seattle:  

 Paramount - http://www.stgpresents.org/paramount  
 Fifth Ave - https://www.5thavenue.org/  

 
Portland:  

 Arlene Schnitzer (Paramount) - http://www.portland5.com/arlene-schnitzer-concert-hall  
 
Salem: 

 Elsinore - http://www.elsinoretheatre.com/  
 
Spokane: 
 

 Fox – http://www.foxtheaterspokane.com/  
 
Santa Barbara: 

 Granada - http://www.granadasb.org/  
 
San Francisco: 
 Orpheum - https://www.shnsf.com/Online/shnorpheum  

 Geary - http://www.act-sf.org/home.html  
 Warfield - http://www.thewarfieldtheatre.com/  
 Golden Gate - https://www.shnsf.com/Online/shngoldengate  
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Oakland:  
 Paramount - http://www.paramounttheatre.com/  
 Fox Oakland - http://www.thefoxoakland.com/  

 
Riverside: 

 Fox Riverside - http://www.riversidefoxfoundation.org/  
 
San Jose:  

 California - http://sanjosetheaters.org/theaters/california-theatre/  
 
Hollywood:  

 Chinese - http://www.tclchinesetheatres.com/  
 El Capitan - http://elcapitan.go.com/  
 Pantages - http://www.broadwayla.org/index.asp  
 Egyptian - http://www.americancinematheque.com/indexegyptian.html  

 
Los Angeles:  

 Orpheum - http://www.laorpheum.com/  
 United Artists - http://lahtf.org/theatres-united-artists.html  

 
San Diego:  

 Fox (Copley) - http://www.sandiegosymphony.org/copleysymphonyhall/  
 Balboa - http://www.sandiegotheatres.org/   
 Spreckels - http://www.spreckels.net/  

 
Visalia: 

 Fox - http://www.foxvisalia.org/  
 
Phoenix:  

 Orpheum - http://www.phoenixconventioncenter.com/  
Denver: 

 Paramount - http://www.paramountdenver.com/  
 
Salt Lake:  

 Capitol - http://saltlakecity.broadway.com/venues/theaters/capitol-theatre/  
 
Albuquerque:  

 Kimo - http://www.cabq.gov/culturalservices/kimo  
 
Tucson:  

 Fox  - http://www.foxtucsontheatre.org/  
 Rialto - http://www.rialtotheatre.com/  

 
Honolulu: 

 Hawaii - http://www.hawaiitheatre.com/  
 



EXHIBIT B 
 
BOYD THEATRE HISTORY 
 
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/1209 
(Boyd at cinematreasures.org) 
 
Opened on Christmas Day, 1928, the Boyd Theatre, recently known as the Sameric 
Theatre, was the last operating movie palace in downtown Philadelphia until it closed in 
2002. 

 

The Boyd Theatre was built for Alexander R. Boyd and designed by Philadelphia theatre 
architects Hoffman-Henon. Since acclaimed as an ‘Art Deco masterpiece’, the Boyd 
Theatre had a towering vertical sign that advertised the theatre a mile away, an outdoor 
retail promenade, an ornate ticket booth, and a huge colorful window with Art Deco style 
motifs. The grand lobby is lined with huge etched glass mirrors and had a floor area 
carpeted, which was imported from Czechoslovakia. The three level foyer has dazzling 
colorful mirrors two stories high. Equipped with an orchestra pit, a pipe organ, and a 
stage house, the auditorium had 2,450 seats (including one balcony) and perfect 
sightlines. The Opening Day program dedicated the Boyd Theatre to the theme of ‘The 
Triumph of the modern woman’ which was depicted in the proscenium mural by famed 
artist Alfred Tulk of the Rambusch Company. 

 

Shortly after opening, Boyd sold the theatre to Warner Bros., which also purchased the 
Stanley Co. Most of downtown Philadelphia’s movie theatres were then operated under 
the Stanley Warner banner. 

 

Although the theatre has clearly seen better days, the Art Deco style movie palace stands 
as a reminder of what once was. Warner Brothers musicals shown included in 1929, “On 
With the Show” and “Show of Shows” and in 1931, “Hold Everything”. Many classic 
films had their exclusive first runs here, including in 1937, “The Life of Emile Zola” and 
“The Good Earth”, in 1939 “The Wizard of Oz” and in 1940 “Gone with the Wind”. The 
world premiere of “Kitty Foyle” was hosted on December 27, 1940. “The Philadelphia 
Story” was shown in 1941 at the same time that the stage play, also starring Katherine 
Hepburn, was at the Forrest Theatre, less than a mile away. “Mildred Pierce” was 
presented in 1945. With his co-star Kathryn Grayson, Philadelphia opera singer Mario 
Lanza appeared on stage at the world premiere of his first movie, “That Midnight Kiss” 
on August 29, 1949. “The Great Caruso”, “Alice in Wonderland”, “A Place in the Sun” 
and “A Streetcar Named Desire” were among the movies shown in 1951. “The Greatest 
Show on Earth” and “High Noon” (with Grace Kelly appearing in person on opening 
night) were featured in 1952. “Walt Disney’s "Peter Pan” was on the big screen in early-
1953. 



 

In 1953, due to antitrust laws, Stanley Warner Theatres were relinquished by the 
Hollywood studio and became RKO Stanley Warner Theatres, and that year local 
architect William Howard Lee oversaw renovations at the Boyd Theatre that included a 
new curved marquee, new ticket booth, and a huge movie screen. The Boyd Theatre had 
hugely successful sold out in advance runs as Philadelphia’s only venue for all the 3-strip 
Cinerama movies, starting October 6, 1953 with “This is Cinerama” (which was shown 
for more than one year, to an estimated three quarters of a million people) and concluding 
with a 39 week run of “How the West Was Won” in 1963. The Boyd Theatre hosted 
many of Philadelphia’s first run 70mm Roadshows including “Ben Hur” (with Charlton 
Heston appearing in person to promote the film, 1959), “Judgment at Nuremburg”(1961), 
“Becket”(1964) and “Doctor Zhivago”(1965). With stars Fred MacMurray, John 
Davidson, Hermione Baddeley, and Joyce Bulifant appearing in person, the Philadelphia 
premiere of “The Happiest Millionaire” was held on October 20, 1967 at the Boyd 
Theatre. 

 

In 1971, the Boyd Theatre was sold to the Sameric Corporation, which renamed the 
theatre the Sam Eric Theatre, refurbished and reopened with “Fiddler on the Roof”. ‘Sam 
Eric’ became combined as SamEric. At midnight on May 23, 1973, the SamEric Theatre 
hosted the world premiere of “Battle For the Planet of the Apes”, the fifth movie of the 
franchise. In the 1980’s, the Sameric Corporation added three smaller auditoriums to land 
west of the theatre (as of 2007, those auditoriums were converted to retail space) and the 
theatre became known as the Sameric 4. The world premiere of “Rocky III” was held at 
the Sameric on May 24, 1982. In 1988, the Sameric Corporation sold the Boyd Theatre 
along with their other theaters to the United Artists Circuit. In 1998, local developers, the 
Goldenberg Group, purchased the Boyd Theatre from United Artists. 

 

The world premiere of the Academy Award winning movie “Philadelphia” was hosted at 
the movie palace in 1993 with Tom Hanks, Denzel Washington, and director Jonathan 
Demme appearing in person. 

 

First run films continued until United Artists' departed from the theater on May 2, 2002, 
which was followed by the owner Goldenberg obtaining a demolition permit. In June, 
2002, concerned citizens organised the Committee to Save the Sameric, and later that 
year, incorporated the nonprofit organization, Friends of the Boyd, Inc. 

 

In 2005, Clear Channel, Inc. purchased the Boyd Theatre and began preliminary work 
towards restoration for use as a legit theatre with a film program. Clear Channel’s 
theatre’s became an independent company called Live Nation, and in 2006, work ceased. 
In 2008, Philadelphia developer Hall Wheeler announced plans to acquire, restore and 
reopen the Boyd, but before he could do so, he died in 2010. The Friends of the Boyd is 
currently trying to raise money and public awareness to save the last remaining movie 
palace in downtown Philadelphia. 



 

The Boyd Theatre is pictured in books including ‘Philadelphia Theaters, A Pictorial 
Architectural History’ (author Irvin R. Glazer, publisher Dover, 1994), ‘Popcorn Palaces, 
the Art Deco Movie Theatre Paintings of Davis Cone’ (authors Dennis D. Kinerk & 
Dennis W. Wilhelm, publisher Harry N. Abrams, Inc. 2001), ‘The History of Japanese 
Photography’ (publisher The Museum of Fine Arts 2003, with 1978 black and white 
photo by Sugimoto Hiroshi of the auditorium), ‘Philadelphia Architecture’ (author Tom 
Nickels, publisher Arcadia, 2005, with a photo of the 1952 Boyd exterior), ‘Silent 
Movies: The Birth of Film and the Triumph of Movie Culture’ (author Peter Kobel, 
publisher, The Library of Congress, 2007, with a pre-construction watercolor rendering 
of the Boyd auditorium), ‘Philadelphia’s Rittenhouse Square’ (authors Robert Morris 
Skaler and Thomas Keels, publisher Arcadia, 2008, with a photo of the 1928 Boyd 
exterior) and “Movie Roadshows, A History and Filmography of Reserved-Seat Limited 
Showings 1911-1973” (author Kim R. Holston, publisher McFarland & Company, Inc. 
2013, with the book’s front cover being a photograph of 1959 Boyd exterior). 

 

In July 2002, a statewide organization, Preservation Pennsylvania designated the Boyd 
Theatre as one of Pennsylvania’s ten most endangered historic properties. In March, 
2008, the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia listed the Boyd Theatre in its 
Fifth Annual Endangered Properties List. 

 

In May, 2008, the National Trust for Historic Preservation named the Boyd Theatre to its 
2008 List of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. In August 2008, the Boyd 
Theatre was included on the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.



EXHIBIT C 
 
 

2011 After the Final Curtain online article with photos 
 
 

 

    



The Boyd Theatre 
November 29, 2011 

from afterthefinalcurtain.net/2011/11/29/the-boyd-theatre/ 
 

 
View of the Boyd auditorium from the balcony. 

 
The Boyd Theatre, downtown Philadelphia’s 
only art deco movie palace, opened on 
Christmas Day in 1928 (the same day as the 
RKO Keith’s Theater in Queens, NY). Located 
in Philadelphia’s Center City, the 2,450-seat 
theater was commissioned by Alexander Boyd 
and built by Hoffman-Henon, a Philadelphia 

architecture firm also known for the nearby 
Prince Music Theatre. One of the companies 
commissioned for the Boyd’s interior 
decoration was the Rambusch Company, who 
later decorated the Loew’s Kings Theatre in 
Brooklyn.

 

 
View of the lobby from the mezzanine. 



Unlike many theaters built in the 1920’s, the 
Boyd was originally intended to be a movie 
theater and, although there were backstage 
dressing rooms, did not feature vaudeville 
shows. The opening-day brochure said that the 
Boyd was dedicated to women’s progress 

throughout history. This appreciation for 
women is referenced throughout the theater, 
especially in several murals, one of which 
shows an Amazonian queen fighting African 
and Asian armies.

 

 
The murals in the auditorium were painted by Alfred Tulk of the Rambusch Company. 

 
Alexander Boyd sold the theater to the Stanley 
Warner company, which ran many of 
downtown Philadelphia’s theaters, after the 
construction was completed. Shortly after the 
Boyd changed hands a Kimberly theater organ 

was installed. It remained in the theater until 
1969, when it was the last theater organ played 
in a Philadelphia theater. Movie premieres held 
at the theater included The Happiest 
Millionaire, Rocky III and Philadelphia. 



 
All of the seats have been removed from the theater. 

 
After being sold in 1971, the Boyd was 
renamed the SamEric by its new owners, the 
SamEric Corporation. They renovated the 
theater and eventually added three additional 
auditoriums next to the original, which was 
renamed SamEric 4. The theater closed and 
was slated for demolition in 2002, before a 

group of concerned citizens formed the 
Committee to Save the SamEric, which later 
became Friends of the Boyd, to save the theater 
from demolition. In the past 10 years, several 
attempts were made to restore the theater, 
without success. The theater remains unused.

  



 

 
The ceiling of the Boyd Theatre. 

 

 
Many of the theater's ornate decorations are in offsite storage awaiting restoration. 



 
The lobby of the Boyd Theatre. 

 

 
Another view of the auditorium from the balcony. 

 



EXHIBIT C2 
 

2012 Hidden City online article with photos 
 

 

    







EXHIBIT C3 
 

 
2013 Boyd Theatre photos from a flickr gallery 

Taken March 2, 2013 (browser on linked photos reveals the date) 
 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/theneighborhoodwatch/sets/721576329857717
90/with/8554037582/ 
 
1st & 2nd PHOTOS 
The auditorium is shown with the Fire Curtain with its original colors. To the right of the 
Side Exit (repainted in 1993 in peachy orange colors for the world premiere of the movie 
Philadelphia) is the 2006 Paint Mock Up where a section was repainted to its original 
colors. 
 
3rd PHOTO 
The photo shows the center part of the Mural that is over the stage's Proscenium and was 
painted by Alfred Tulk of The Rambusch Company, in 1928. Tulk later became a 
distinguished painter in his own right.  His papers are in the Library of Congress. 
 
"The proscenium arch is 50 feet wide and 30 feet high. Above it is a beautiful ultra-
modern mural, which dedicates the theatre to the progress made by women in the history 
of the world. It depicts the defense of the Amazon Queen of Grecian legend against the 
forces of Asia on one side, with elephants, men, bows and arrows, and Africa on the 
other, with Egyptian scenes of warfare.” Opening Day Program, p.25 

 
 









EXHIBIT D 
 
Friends of the Boyd / Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia 
Diagrams of Alternate Possibilities for Reuse of the Boyd Theatre 
1/16/2014 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
The Friends of the Boyd believes that the Boyd Theatre has a vibrant future – a future in which not just the exterior 
reminds the public about the history of entertainment.  We believe that the grand interior has a vibrant future as 
well.  This belief is not based on a romantic attachment to the building, but it is based on extensive case study 
research of movie palaces across the country which have been renovated creatively to retain the aspects of the 
past we hold dearly, while adjusting to contemporary entertainment needs.   
 
The attached diagrams illustrate an achievable future that preserves much of the Boyd while making compromises 
in order to ensure its feasible use as an entertainment venue.  The basis of this proposal is one which preserves 
most of the auditorium and equipping it for IMAX projection.  This proposal is based on the successful conversion 
of the famous Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in Los Angeles, which reopened in September 2013, following 
renovations which provided the largest IMAX theatre in the world.  We have spoken with the management and the 
architects for the theatre and are confident that a similar, although scaled‐down, approach would work at the 
Boyd.   Additionally, there is sufficient space for two stacked theatres to the west of the existing main auditorium.  
These theatres are similar in size to the larger theatres shown in the IPIC plans. The balcony of the auditorium 
could be subdivided into two smaller theatres, utilizing either the existing stepped floor, or adjusted to provide for 
the IPIC concept.  This proposal thus provides for five theaters on the current property and the adjacent parking lot 
to the west that is already optioned. 
 
Diagram 1 – Proposed Plans: Street Level and Lower Level (Basement) 

Street Level 

 The existing lobby sequence would be preserved. 

 A new projection booth would be built at the rear of the orchestra level, where the previous booth, 
constructed for Cinerama, was located. 

 A new elevator is situated near the intersection of the lobby building and the auditorium, to provide 
access to all levels. 

 A new IPIC style theatre is provided west of the auditorium.  It would be accessed through a corridor 
constructed between the Boyd and the Gap.  The corridor would contain historical displays of the Boyd 
Theatre and Philadelphia’s cinematic history. 

 
Lower Level (Basement) 

 The basement level will be expanded through excavation to provide a steeper floor for improved 
sightlines in the main auditorium.  This provides additional space for other program elements. 

 The lower level lobby, lounges, and restrooms will be restored. 

 A new restaurant will be located off the existing lower level lobby 
 
Diagram 2 – Proposed Plans: Mezzanine Level and Balcony Level  
  Mezzanine Level 

 The existing offices at the second floor of the lobby building will be renovated as offices or a café. 

 The grand staircase leading up to the mezzanine will be restored. 

 The Mezzanine Promenade and its lounges and restrooms will be restored. 

 Access is provided to a preserved section of the balcony (no seating), as well as access to the bottom of 
the subdivided balcony theatres. 



 
Balcony Level 

 A second IPIC style theatre is located at this level, stacked above the one at Street Level. 

 A café is located at the west end of the new corridor. 

 Much of the balcony is subdivided into two smaller theatres, accessed from the Mezzanine and Balcony 
levels. 

 
Diagram 3 – Longitudinal Section through the Boyd (looking north) 
This section is taken from the 2005 proposal by Clear Channel to renovate the Boyd Theatre for traveling Broadway 
style productions.  This proposal also involved changing the rake of the orchestra level floor.  We are not 
advocating for the stagehouse expansion in this proposal, although it does demonstrate an alternate use for the 
Boyd. 
 
Diagram 4 – Longitudinal Section through the TCL Chinese Theatre  
This section is the same scale as the section through the Boyd shown on Diagram 3.  The Chinese Theatre is of 
comparable width to the Boyd, but has a much smaller balcony.  The orchestra floor was demolished and 
reconstructed with a steeper profile to provide the viewing angles appropriate to IMAX projection systems.  The 
IMAX projection booth in this case was constructed on the balcony.  This installation has been noted as the world’s 
largest.  Interestingly, it actually exceeds the desirable projection throws and projection booth heights.   

 The minimum height of an IMAX screen is 26’ and the Chinese provides a 40’ screen.  The Boyd is 
currently 30’, and could be increased in height as the floor is dropped. 

 The ideal throw (projection length) for IMAX is between 60’ and 80’– the Chinese is a 105’ throw. 
 
Diagram 5 – Longitudinal Section through the Boyd (looking north) with Chinese Comparison 
This section shows the Chinese IMAX section overlaid onto the Boyd, with the top of the orchestra levels aligned.  
This shows that the IMAX projection booth could be installed at the bottom of the Boyd balcony.  Unlike the 
Chinese Theatre, however, the Boyd has a massive balcony.  Construction of a projection room at this level would 
detract from the interior character of the Boyd.  We have spoken with the architects who designed and oversaw 
the reconfiguration of the Chinese for IMAX and they tell us that the projection booth at the Chinese is higher than 
the ideal location. 

 The Boyd should be able to accommodate a 35’ tall IMAX screen, provided the stage and floor are 
lowered as shown. 

 The IMAX throw in the Boyd would be approximately 85’. 
 
Diagram 6 ‐ Longitudinal Section through the Boyd (looking north) – IMAX Proposal 
This section shows the location of the former Cinerama projection booth (in blue) that was built underneath the 
balcony in the 1950s.  It was removed during Clear Channel’s ownership of the Boyd.  This location is ideal for 
IMAX projection.  As indicated in the diagram, the floor of the Boyd would be demolished and reconfigured to 
provide better sightlines. 
 
Diagram 7 ‐ Longitudinal Section through the Boyd (looking north) – IMAX Proposal with subdivided balcony 
This section shows a proposal to install IMAX in the main auditorium and to subdivide the balcony as discussed 
above.  We propose that a section of the balcony and seating be preserved, with the wall enclosing the smaller 
screens pushed back from the balcony edge.  This will help preserve the feeling of the double height theatre.  The 
original projection booth at the rear of the theatre can be used (we assume modifications will be needed) to 
project films for these smaller rooms.  The section shows the existing stepped floor of the balcony, which would 
provide for quite a few more seats than the IPIC concept.  Alternatively, the floor of the balcony could be modified 
for the IPIC seating concept.  Further study is required (of course) to determine how to connect the mezzanine 
level with the top level access. 
 
 

















FW: iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC (The Boyd Theatre) 
Ellen S. Varenhorst [evarenhorst@comcast.net] 

Jonathan E. Farnham, Ph.D.
Executive Director
Philadelphia Historical Commission
Room 576 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA  19107

Re:  iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC and Live Nation Entertainment Financial Hardship Application for 1910 
Chestnut Street (The Boyd Theatre)

Dear Dr. Farnham:

I am writing to express my excitement over the announced plans for the new iPic at the Boyd Theatre.

Our community represents a magnificent blend of the old and new, historical and modern structures 
interspersed to create one of the most picturesque and livable areas of the city. As an architect , I can appreciate 
what the Boyd must have been in its day.  The proposed  plan for the Boyd combines the best of both the old 
and new.  The historically restored front facade will be a beautiful addition to the 1900 block of Chestnut Street, 
while the interior will provide a state of the art environment  to enjoy movies.  This building has been an eye 
sore for far too long.  It is unconscionable to allow the building to remain in its current state of disrepair when a 
viable, privately-funded alterative is at hand.  We have had to endure the sight of this derelict building for far
too long.

I appreciate the responsibility of the Historical Commission.  But at this point the Boyd is certainly not 
marvelous. The portion of the building that is truly historic, the front, is going to be completely restored, that is 
what is most important for the streetscape.  

I ask that the commission approve the iPic application and begin the process of renovation of the Boyd and its 
adjoining properties.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Ellen Varenhorst
2018 Locust Street
Philadelphia, PA  19103

Sent: Friday, January 17, 2014 1:55 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

This email is free from viruses and malware because avast! Antivirus protection is active.

FW: iPic-Gold Class Entertainment, LLC (The Boyd Theatre)



Save the Boyd Theater 
Mikhail Zorich [manager@mosaicafestival.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theater to construct a new multiplex.

As nonprofit organization operating in your district, I request the City work for 
the survival of the Boyd Theater, not its near total destruction. I urge you to 
oppose iPiC's application and help preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical 
treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. 

Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural supporters and historic 
architecture appreciators from around the world the opportunity to enjoy a real 
movie palace experience with live entertainment and a film series at the Boyd, as 
advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd Theater.

Mikhail Zorich
1315 Walnut Street
suit 320
Philadlephia, PA 19107

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 5:47 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Save the Boyd Theater



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Frank Richardson [hondo59@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.
I saw "It's a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World" here in 1964 when the Boyd showed Cinerama.  
We have saved so little in the way of playhouses in our city.  Unfortunately, the 
Prince Theater was not architecturally important to save and that's all we have on 
Chesnut Street.

As a former resident, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Frank Richardson
150 Back Brook Road
Ringoes, NJ 08551

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 9:02 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Robert Hermann [robbiesreels@juno.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Robert Hermann
5847 N. Fairhill Street
Philadelphia, PA 19120

Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 3:55 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Karen Benham [karen.benham@yahoo.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Karen Benham
6507 White Rock Rd
Sykesville, MD 21784

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:02 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Faith Patane [faith.brody@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Faith Patane
20 Annes Court
Sewell, NJ 08080

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:27 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Amanda Briggs [bksabba@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Amanda Briggs
11 Reid St
Apt 2
Elizabeth, NJ 07201

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 12:13 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Ren Manley [atermisl@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Ren Manley
404 Fountain St
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 8:57 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Crystal Nardone [nardonecrystal@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Crystal Nardone
420 Tasker Street
Philadelphia, PA 19148

Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 8:02 AM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Laurence Walker [Tweedles718@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Laurence Walker
800 Avondale Rd
# 7-B
Wallingford, PA 19086

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 10:26 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Roberta Perlis [robperlis@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Roberta Perlis
7124 springfield dr
albuquerque nm 87109, NM 87109

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 8:03 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Robert Blackiston [crocetti46@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Robert Blackiston
2656 memphis street
Philadelphia, PA 19125

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 4:38 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Ronald Rubin [rrubin@boomerradio.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish the 
majority of the Boyd Theatre.

Many of my family members are your constituents, and my wife and I are contemplating 
a move back to Philadelphia, along with the business that I own. All of us believe 
that the Boyd Theater has been a tremendous asset to the Philadelphia community.

What iPic is seeking is the demolition of an historic landmark for a restaurant that 
just happens to play movies while people are dining. Truthfully, iPic can do this at 
numerous other locations in Center City.

The question needs to be asked about the length of the lease that iPic is entering 
into. Are they making a commitment for 50 years? I would bet that 3 to 5 years is 
more likely. And if iPic’s idea doesn’t prove to be successful, they will leave.
Then, you are left with nothing, an empty shell. The Art Deco theater will be long 
gone, and it can never be made whole again. 

The owners of iPic are not Philadelphians, and you are. The Boyd Theater is a part 
of the fabric of the city, and your vision should be to create an institution that 
will survive into the next century.

Every major city in America has a restored movie palace that serves as a multi-
purpose performing arts venue. It surprises me that the City of Philadelphia has not 
done more to foster an opportunity for a business or non-profit organization to 
finance such a project. That is a mission that stands to provide a greater-good 
usage than iPic's proposed movie-restaurant.

The Boyd Theater, when restored and operated as a performing arts venue can be a 
destination location for the downtown area. It benefits the City by having people 
stick around after their day at the office, or causing others to drive into Center 
City, because the Boyd is offering something unique. That means long-term revenue 
and jobs.

I am hopeful that you and the City will work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre. I 
urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help preserve and restore the Boyd as a 
unique historical treasure.

Ronald Rubin
4191 Eagle Hill Cove
Lakeland, TN 38002

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:25 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
fred fall [fred08034@whale-mail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.I have visited the Boyd Theater many times over the years and hope to do so 
again someday.

fred fall
106 uxbridge
cherry hill, NJ 08034

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 12:48 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Stephen Stoltz [stevesss@earthlink.net] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Stephen Stoltz
2200 Arch St.
Unit 904
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 12:50 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Nerissa Sam-Esposito [nerissaloren@gmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

Nerissa Sam-Esposito
2005 e dauphin st
philadelphia, PA 19125

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:00 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
G. DeAnnuntis [gdeannuntis57@gmail.com] 

Please do whatever you can to save the Boyd Theater from destruction by iPiC!

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

G. DeAnnuntis
5502 Houghton Street
Philadelphia, PA 19128

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 1:18 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
Glenn Rogers [glenndeco@hotmail.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As a board member of the Chicago Art Deco Society, I realize the difficulty with 
this decision. However, there is only one clear answer for Philadelphia. You must 
save this important part of your history. It would be a disgrace to the city to lose 
this artistic treasure! 

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd
Theatre.

Glenn Rogers
175 N Canyon Drive
Bolingbrook, IL 60490

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:42 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street



Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street 
william longen [blfogcitycinemas@aol.com] 

I am writing to let you know that I OPPOSE iPic's application to demolish most of 
the Boyd Theatre to construct a new multiplex.

As your constituent, I request the City work for the survival of the Boyd Theatre, 
not its near total destruction. I urge you to oppose iPiC's application and help 
preserve and restore the Boyd as a historical treasure.

Almost every US city has saved, restored and reopened an ex-movie palace downtown, 
and so should Philadelphia preserve not only the facade, but also the lobbies and 
auditorium of the Boyd. Please allow Philadelphia residents, tourists, cultural 
supporters and historic architecture appreciators from around the world the 
opportunity to enjoy a real movie palace experience with live entertainment and a 
film series at the Boyd, as advocated for and planned by the Friends of the Boyd 
Theatre.

william longen
37 states street ste26
san francisco, CA 94114

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:35 PM 
To: Jon Farnham

Re: Boyd Theatre, 1910 Chestnut Street
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