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1. Aooness or HtsroRtc ResouRce (must comply with an Office of Property Assessment address)

Street address: 6769 Ridge Avenue

Postal code: 19128-24'14 Councilmanic District: 4

2. Nerrae or HtsroRtc RESoURcE

Historic Name: Ghurch of Saint Alban's Rectory.

Common Name: "The Rectory."

3. TYpe or HrsroRrc ResouRce

Building [X] Structure Site Object

4. Pnopenrv lruroRuartor't

Condition: excellent [X] good fair poor ruins

Occupancy: occupied [X] vacant under construction unknown

Current use: Church rectory.

5. Bouruoanv DescRtprtor.t

P' e a s e 
"-" : :, :';: : ::"H:l j :il ::T :.'ff ,T"i:: r p, . n

6. Descntprtoru

Please attach a description of the historic resource and supplement with current photographs.

rPlease see attached architectural description.

7. Srcnrrrcaruce

Please attach the Statement of Significance. [SEE: Attached Sheetl

Period of Significance (from year to year): from 1879 to Present.

Date(s) of construction and/or alteration: October, 1879.

Architect, engineer, and/or designer: Architectural Pattern Book Design.

Builder, contractor, and/or artisan: [unknown carpenters]

Odginal owner: Rev. Erasmus Owen Simpson, D.D.

Other significant persons: Susan Gorgas (Benefactress)

r Please see attached Statement of Significance.



GRtrente ron DestcttATtoN:

The historic resource satisfies the following criteria for designation (check all that apply):
(a) Has significant character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, Commonwealth or Nation or is associated with the life of a person
significant in the past; or,
(b) ls associated with an event of importance to the history of the City, Commonwealth or Nation;
or,
(c) Reflects the environment in an era characterised by a distinctive architectural style; or,
r(d) Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an arihitectural style or engineering specimen; or,
(e) ls the work of a designer, architect, landscape architect or designer, or engineer whose work
has significantly influenced the historical, architectural, econornic, sooial, or cultural development of
the City, Commonwealth or Nation; or,
(f) Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship wfrich represent a significant
innovation; or,
r(g) ls part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area wlrich should be preserved
according to an historic, cultural or architectural motif; or,
+(h) Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established ano
familiar visual feature of the neighbourhood, community or City; or,
r(i) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in pre-history or history; or
fi) Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social or historical heritage of the community.

8. Meron BrelrocRapHtcnl RrreRENcEs

r Please refer to attached bibliography.

9. Nonlrruaron

Name with Title: John Charles Manton

Organization: Research-Historian2lstWard.

jcmanton@verizon.net

June 22,2015 [St. Alban's Day]

Telephone: (21 51 482-6047

Email:

Date:

StreetAddress: 8612 Lykens Lane

City, State, and Postal Code: Philadelphia, PA 19128-1108

Nominator is is not [Xl the property owner.

PHG Use Orurv

Incorrett-lncomplete Date:

Date of Notice lssuance: '5\ Tr^\r, aor-Jr

Property Owner at Time of Notice

Name: ,ctlt ^ &tL""a^
Address:

City:

Date(s) Reviewed by the

Date(s) Reviewed by the

Date of FinalAction:

Committee on Historic Designation:

Historical Commission:

Designated Rejected 4t11t13



Section No. 5 - Sounclary Description-

AII That Centoin Lot or Pieee of Sround situsted on the Northsasterly sitle of
Ridge Turnpike Roatl and on ths Nortliwester$ sitle of gffi thirty-f€et wide called
Faifihome Avenue in the Twenty-first Ward of said Crty, tugether wifh all the
Buildings and lmprovemEnts thereon. Beginniirg &t a scrner the inter.rection of the
said Sairthorne Ave'nue, the said Ridge l\:nrpike Road and extencling along the saiel
Northeast sitle of the said Roaql Nmlir Thirty-ons degress Sixl.een ndnutes West
one hundred and. fort"y-tbur tbet ten and a holf ierches ta o comer tf lancl fcrmerly
belunging to Jo,hn High, then'Je ext*nding the same North $ixty-tive degrees East
Two hundrpd and twenty feet tluee i:nphes tu csmer of ground conveyed by
Fredericlc liairthorne to the l{e*tor, Chr.rchr,vardenr" *ncf Vestryxnen of the Churqh
of Sit. Alban, thence lry said ground Soulh Twenty-{ive lJegrees Hast one hundred
ond {hty-four" tbet to a point in the afarcsaid Northwes'tedy side nf said Fairthorne
Avenus, thenoe extending alo,ng tht; sniql side of said avenue $nuth $ixty-fle
deg:ees West two hunch.ed fow: ftet three and a half inches ttl the place of
Beginning, Contoinins on$ lilrndred and eigkt perchos and seven tenths of a perch
of lanc{ Being the srun* pop*rty whioh Hugh Hdlowell by Indenture doteil 26 N4ay

1879 and Recorclecl 16 June 1879 in th* er$fice of the ldscorder of Deeds in and for
the City ancl County of Philadelphia in Deed Sr:ok^ I-;W 43 page 74 & 9, grwntecl

ancl conveyed unto the snl<lRev. H. Owen Simpson, D. D. in fee"

s. From tke 1884 Deed **- JOD:204;352, vthictt ix the /cnr deed of record on tki.s

property.

x- "z{/so be advised thpt thi,y parcel on whieh tlte reilayy i* situatad and the
adiacent chwrih, a.re twa :tepurule parcels uudet seplffdt* .Deeds thst qre

independent oJ. each athen
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Section No . 6 - Description.

Saint Alban's Rectory stands upon a Iarge tract of lancl on the Northeast
corner of Ridge & Fairthorne Avenues. Its Carpenter Gothic style of architecture
is very rare in the Roxborough-Manayunk region of Philadelphia. Carpenter
Gothic is an architectural style that is uniquely American in origin and normally
found in rural areas. This part of Roxborough was primarlly' agrarian in 1879
when the rectory was built. Carpenter Gothic's foremost architectural feature is the
formation of the window tops that match a gabled-roof with a 45 degree-cut of a
carpenter's miter-box, intended to match as near as possible the lancet arch of
Mediaeval Gothic windows. (See photo figure "i")

The rectory is constructed entirely of wood on a stone foundation and rises
to a height of two and one half stories. Renovations carried out in 1953 resulted in
the original siding of all four facades, presumed to have been of weatherboard,
being covered over with a more modern white flat-style siding. In 1981 the
gabled-roof's original grey-slate shingles were replaced with black asphalt and
with the presently existing aluminium siding that resembles weatherboard. (See:
photo figure "c")

Front or Western Facade:

On the rectory's front facade, having a width of three bays, is a porch
extending in height one story. Its four posts, festooned wirth ornate brackets,
support a flat tin-covered roof. An original wooden floor on this porch has been
replaced with concrete. The main entrance of this rectory is 'via a set of double
panelled oak doors having a transom-light above. (See: photo figure "j"). A11

windows are double-hung with two-over-two sashes. There is a variation between
the window tops of the second floor and those of the first. Those of the first are
slightly rounded (See: photo figure "k") while those of the second exhibit the
pointed tops for which this architectural style is noted. The gatrled-roof includes a

centrally-situated gabled dormer with a projecting cornice berreath. (See: photo
figure "b")

South & North Side-Facades:

Both North & South side-facades consist of four bays in length. The South-
side facade includes a polygonal bay projection rising in height to the sill of the
second floor window above. Its roof is formed with three Carpenter Gothic arches.
A side entrance on the same South side-facade has a gabled overdoor. Two smaller
Carpenter Gothic windows at each gable end of the main roof admit light to an
attic. The second floor roof is flat. There is one small chimney atop the South



Section No . 6 - Description.

gable that serves a central heating system. Formal fireplaces were not included as

part of the original design of the rectory. (See: photofigures "c & g")

Rear or Eastern Facade:

The rear facade is three bays in width and contains a porch one story in
height, which was enclosed with removable sash in 1913.1 The windows of the
second story and those of the enclosed porch are not arched. (See: photo figures
"d & e")

The Garage:

A one-car garage constructed of cinderblock with a flat roof was added in
1949 on the Northeast section of the rectory parcel but unattached to it. A
driveway leading to the aforementioned garuge was laid out and paved from
Fairthorne Avenue at the same time.2' This same structure was enlarged again in
1969 to make a two-car garage which is considered non-contributing for the
purpose of this nomination.3 (See photo figures "m & n")

1 Building Permit No. 4102 (1913).

2 City of Philadelphia. Building Permir No. 4244 (August 29,1949)

3 City of Philadelphia. Building Permit No. 95674H (January 21,1969)



Section No . 7 - Significance.

The construction date of this rectory has been narrowed down to September-
October 1879 according to letters written by the first owner-occupant, the
Reverend E. Owen Simpson, D. D. and later used as exhibits in a legal document
arising from a dispute of ownership between the church and the Widow Simpson in
1884. Simpson's letters also mention .three unnamed carpenters were
commissioned to design and erect the rectory.l An architectural pattern book was
likely used as a blueprint by the carpenters then engaged to builld it. Pattern books
provided examples of architectural designs, with how-to illustrations of cottages,
villas, and most known architectural styles from Classical to Renaissance. Many of
these publications descended from English pattem books, and included carpenter's
manuals, plan books, and catalogs for building products that continued to flood the
American colonies and states from the l8th century through the end of the 19th
century.

In addition to available high style reference material, practical publications
in the form of builder's companions or carpenter's manuals were published in the
19th century by American builders and architects. Iixamples include Asher
Benjamin's American Builder's Companion (1806); Owen Biddle's The Young
Carpenter's Assistant (1805); Minard Lafever's The Modern Builder's Guide
(1833); A. J. Bicknell's Wllage Builder Elevations & Plans (1872), or Detail,
Cottage, and Constructive Architecture (1873). For builders and their clients
unable to afford the services of a professional architect, these books provided
badly-needed guidelines for all construction.

Carpenter Gothic houses and small churches became common in North
America in the late nineteenth century. These structures adapted Gothic elements
such as pointed arches, steep gables, and towers to traditional American light-
frame construction. The invention of the scroll saw and mass-produced wood
mouldings allowed a few of these structures to mimic the floricl fenestration of the
High Gothic. But in most cases, Carpenter Gothic buildings were relatively
unadorned, retaining only the basic elements of pointed-arch windows and steep
gables.

Carpenter Gothic is largely confined to small domestic buildings and
outbuildings and small churches. It is characterised by its profusion of jig-sawn
details, whose craftsmen-designers were freed to experiment with elaborate forms
by the invention of the steam-powered scroll saw. A commorr but not necessary
feature is board and batten siding. A less common feature is buttressing, especially
on churches and larser houses.

lCour1 of Common Pleas No. 4 (September Term 1883) No. 605 - "Exhibits."



Section No . 7 - Significance.

The rectory was a dream fulfilled by the determination of an Episcopalian
clergyman newly arrived in the parish of Saint Alban, Roxborough, having a small
stone church erectedl eighteen years before (1861) wit]hout etny adjacent living
quarters for its clergy. The Reverend E. Owen Simpson, D. D. used his own
personal assets in 1879 to secure the land on which the rectory is sifuated.2
Assisting him in his determination to build a rectory near his church was Susan
Gorgas of Roxborough. Her contribution of $3,560.00 paid for the building of the
rectory.3 Miss Gorgas was the last surviving member of a very wealthy family that
left its mark on the historical fabric of Roxborough's history. Her family once held
Iarge land tracts and through their munificence, established in this regton The
Roxborough Home For Indigent Women (1887) and Gorgas Park (1893).4 "Gorgas
Lane" once led to the family mill along the Wissahickon Creek.

The primary importance of Saint Alban's Rectory lies in its unique
architectural style. Under criterion "d'l The rectory embodies distinguishing
characteristics of the Carpenter Gothic style, which is rare, if not extant in the city
of Philadelphia. The "Carpenter Gothic" style of architectural design was popular
in the construction of one-room schoolhouses, small churches, and parsonages in
the mid-l9th century employed primarily in rural areas.s Characteristics of the
Carpenter Gothic style which are found on Saint Alban's Rectory include a
steeply-pitched root pointed-arch windows, a one-story veranda porch, and
clapboard siding. Under criteron uh,' it is also a familiar landmark to many local
residents of Roxborough, being situated beside a major road laid out during the
early 18th century and previously being a Native American trail that extends from
the Montgomery/Philadelphia county line above to the where the Wissahickon
Creek joins the Schuylkill River below.

This parcel of land under uiterion (i) may be likely to yield information
important in pre-history or history because it has remained untouched by farm
ploughing or any other disturbances, and may therefore contain archeological
evidence of Native American occupation. Although a privy and wellhead were an
undoubted certainty at some point in the history of this parcel, their exact locations
are presently unknown.

2 Deed (1879) LW:43;74 Flugh Hallowelt TO E. Owen Simpson.

3 Court of Common Pleas No, 4 (September Term 1883) No. 605 - "Exhibits."

a Will of Samuel Gorgas probated at Philadelphia, 1868. I Journal of the Common Council of the City of
Philadelphiafrom April 3, 1893 to September 28, 1893, Vol. I, p. 106, Appendix 89.

5 NB: At the time of construction in1879, Roxborough was an agrarranregion of the city of Philadelphia
with many farms still in operation.



Section No . 7 - Significance.

Under criteria (S & h) the rectory amid its many large trees, situated at the
centre of a large lot comprising one quarter of a city block, creates a park-like oasis
bordered by the bleak brick facade of an apartment building on the opposite side of
Fairthorne Avenue and several commercial buildings that line the opposite side of
Ridge Avenue. A certain tranquil ambience still prevails, the result of very old and
Iarge maple trees, planted on the lot during the rectory's construction in 1879.6
One is presented with a feeling of a bygone era in which such houses built on large
parcels were commonplace in this region. This dwelling is a familiar landmark to
those traveling by it on Ridge Avenue. The rectory marks the midpoint of the 21st
ward, one of the largest wards still remaining unaltered by political subdivision in
the city of Philadelphia since 1854.

6 Court of Common Pleas No. 4 (September Term 1883) No. 605 - "Exhibits,"



8. MAJoR BrnrrocRApHrcAr, RETERENCES

Deeds:

1879 LW:43;74 Hallowell TO Simpson

1884 JoD:204;352 Simpson, et al. To church of St. Alban. et al.

Deed Abstractfor Map 96-I\t-15 / Lot #2.

Maps:

Bromley, George W. Atlqs of the City of philadelphia, Volume 12, 2lst Ward.
Philadelphia : G.W. & W.S. Bromley, lB9Z.

Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the City of Philadelphia, 2lst & 28th Wards. philadelphia
: G. M. Hopkins, 1884.

Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the City of philadelphia, volume 2, (2Ist ward).
Philadelphia : G. M. Hopkins, 1875.

Insurance Maps of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Vol. 20. Philadelphia : Sanborn
Map Company,1923.

Public Records:

Applicationfor zoning Permit (1949) with drawing of premises.

Applicationfor Zoning Permit (1969) with drawing of premises.

Building Permits: No. 4102 (May 21,l9I3) & No. 4244 (August 29,Ig4g).

Court of common.Pleas No. 4 september Term, IBg3 - No. 605. philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, 1883.

Death certificate: - Pennsylvania, philadelphia co., E. owen simpson(August 6,
1 882).



8. MAJoR BrnrrocRApHrcAr RETERENCES

Death Notice: Philadelphia Inquirer (August 9, 1882) - E. owen Simpson.

Public Records: (Continued)

W-0884- 1883 [Pennsylvania / Philadelphia Co.] - Last Witt & kstament of E.
Owen Simpson.

Published Works:

Davidson,Linda Simpson, Biography of the Reverend Erasmus Owen Simpson,
D. D. Baltimore, MD : L. S. Davidson, Z0lZ.

Manton, John C., Wctorian Roxborough: an Architectural History. Philadelphia :

J. C. Manton, Historical Research, 1983.

Manton, John Charles, Bygones: a Guide to Historic Roxborough-Manayunh.
Philadelphia : J. C. Manton, Historical Research, 1990.

Census of the United States of Americ4 Pemsylvania, Philadelphia County, 1880,
1900, 1910, 1920,1930, and 1940.
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6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory, 1E79.

The rectory's front facade viewed from the West, ZOI5.

Ft3*rr<- B

Photo Courtesy of Oscar Beisert.



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory, 1879.

The rectory viewed from the Northwest, 20115.

Fl3.^. c- C

Phctlo Courlesy of Oscar Beisert.



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory 1879.

,,w#-.ilr,@P

Pholo Courtesy of Oscar Beisert.

The rectory viewed from the Northeast, 2015.

Fi 3,.^rc- !



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Albanb Rectory, 1879.

The rectory's rear facade viewed from the East. 2015.

FtSuce- E

Pho,to Courtesy of Oscar Beisert.



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Albanb Rectory, 1879.

The rectory viewed from the Southeast, 2015.

Photo Courtesy of Oscar Biist.
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6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Albanb Rectoru. 1879.

Phot:o Courtesy oJ'Oscar Beisert.

Fi Xvre- GT'he rectory's South facacle, 2015.



67 69 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory l87g.

Photo Courtesy of Oscar Beisert.

The rectory viewed from the Southwest,2015. Fr3r.r.rc- H



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory, 1879.
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I'hoto Courtesl,of Oscar Beiserl.

FiXurc- LDetail of a window. 201 5.



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Albanb Rectory 1879.

Photo Courteqt of Oscar Beisert.

The rectory's main entrance, 20t5. RSvrc- T



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory, 1879.

Photo Courtesy of Oscar Beisert.

closeup of the parlour's twin windows on the western facade . z}ls.
Filure- K



6769 Ridge Avenue
Saint Alban's Rectory 1879.

photo Courtesy of Oscar Beisert,

closeup of a porch post's brackets on the western facade, 2015.

RXvre. L
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(http://www'phila'gov) Topics ftttp://www.phila.gov/ropics) Businese ffip://www.phila.gov/Business)

visitors (http://www.phila.gov/visitors) Govemment (http://www-phila.gov/agencies)

Residents (http://www.phila. gov/residents)

6769 RIDGE AVE AccouNr #Trszlsooo
Assessment TaxLOOF

Account Infomation

owNER(S)

CHURCH OF STALBAN

MAIUNG ADDRESS

676S RIDGEAVE
Philadelphia PA

19]282444

Cerritled Valuatlon History

YEAR MARKETVALTE ASSE9SCDI-AXDFAXA6!.E}

2016 $288,700 tz+,os+

2015 $288,700 $24,054

2014 $288,700 $24,054

2013 $95,000 $3,,f56

2012 $95,0m $s,lso

2011 $95,0m $s,45A

2010 $s5,000 $3,456

Werre making this site befter. Preview the new version and tell us what you ttrink. (http//alpha.phila.gov/prcperty)

PR@ERTYUIIIT

SALE PRICE

$1

HOilESTEAI)

Yes"

48ffi SCD rilPFOyEffi fl T (IAXABI9

$5s,906

$59,s06

$s9,906

$5,360

$5,360

$5,360

$5,360

Prcperty Characteiisties

I.ANDAFEA

27,s69.17 SqFt

IMPROVEIIENT ABEA

3,3fl) SqFt

EEGINNING FOINT

NEC FAIRTHORNE

E)fiEBlOR CONDITION

Average

zoNu{c

RSA3

Residential/Residential
Mixed-Use

DETWD.GAR2.5 STY FRAME

ASSS@lAlD(EGnpr, ASSESSE ilpnoTEilEl{rFxEttFl)

$60,238

$60,238

$60,238

$8,6s5

$8,6s5

$8,655

$8,655

$144,502

$144,502

$144,502

$12,929

$12,92e

$12,929

$12,s29

TOTALASSE9SMENT

$288,700

$288,700

$288,700

$30,400

$30,400

$30,400

$3o,4oo

il:ffff Ti,."XffiT.T ffffif ti#H,H*T::|,,fiTf.:1f' Pr€ase visit the Department or Revenue websfe (http://www.phira.gov/revenue) ror inrormarion resadin(

;f?:T::1"J,tfi,::IffJi:3#tl:"H;ffi;:::*t* in the 'Exempt' corumn. rr vou have an abatement or are enrcrr€d in the Lonstime owner occupants prosram (LooF

IT :iTl Vlw Tax Balances (http://www.phila.gov/revenue/RealEstateTax/Defautt.aspx?txtBRTNo=z752g3ggo,

sublil an Inqurrytttp://opa.phira-gov/opa.apps/Herp/citizenMain.aspx?sch=ctrr2&s=1&urr=search&id=6g2800676g)
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*';yj ancestry'

Name:

Age:

Birth Year:

Birthpiace:

Home in rSBo:

R-ace:

Gender:

Relation to Head of
House:

Marital Status:

Spouse's Name:

Father's Birthplace:

Mother's Birthplace:

Occupation:

Household Members:

18Bo United States

Elizabeth M. Simpson

45

abt 1835

Pennsylvania

Federal Census

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, pennsylvania

White

FemaIe

Wife

Married

Erasmus O. Simpson

Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania

Keeping House

It[ame

Erasmus O. Simpson
Elizabeth M. Simpson
Belle F. Simpson

Age

48 b, lgbz
45 b, 177 5
10 b, Lg70

FIJ

;\-I
(c
l-i
/Y

crq
(-D

cD
H
(-
rD

source citation: Year: l88o; census Prace: Philadelphia, Phitadelpltia, pennsgluania;Roll: rrBo; Farnily History Film:tz55t8o;Paget t74C; Enumeration Djstrict: 4Sz; rntagei oTSs

Ancestry'com and The ch qch of Jesus christ of Latter-day saints , tBSo thtited states Federal censrrs
[0q$ta99 on-line]. Provo, [JlI, USa. a"..rirrr.com Operations Inc. 2o1o. ] ggn TT S canc,,o Tnzt._ *-^,;ldatabase onlinel. Provo, rJlr, usa. a"..'i"1'..o* op.'aii'oilr"q ;;;;. is&;tr:dlb1l",llti#ri J'.Tf;a.u
9l*:"9olll*":{{::-l: "111.i,"i1;ii9;.,ii/q?'"t. oc"piGt'Gry r*eirectuar Reserve, r*c. Arr-r.ishtsiJ.H:5TT:i:11:*tgll':ltj*lfL,q:*?r:i:.'.e'rii;"h.,;;"'""i"iffi;iil:ffJ:,i,Tff,''.ilft:
f'i:il"j#lJ1j-i"li--*l^"tue,timitea uJe hc'"'.:^"J[1i''5'"t:ffi#d .'?ffiillonuliti;ft'.i;t*."Ji
"o.:'"r,',*R:T:T:,*t".i.^:::.:llr: 

y"\,f-'+"#"8#:oilii,i";ililf;,",.fi1fiii:TfllT;:?f.'?"','i:;."..-Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record c.""p 
"s.-N"ti";;iL'""h#;:rffi:tt"j^o"n'jil:dl

@ zor5Ancestry

Description:

Federal Census. Census takers
the head ofhousehold, race, sex,
Irames of those lisl.ed on the





Name:

Age:

Birthplace:

Home in rgoo:

R.ace:

Gender;

Relation to Flead of
House:

Marital Stahrs:

Spouse's Name;

Marriage Year:

Years Married:
Father's Birthplace:

Mother's Birthplace:

Household iVlembers:

Married
Laura Lyons

rBBB

72

Pennsylvania

.Pennsylvania

Name

Charles S Lyons
Laura Lyons
Frank D Lyons

1g0o United States Federal Census

Charles S Lyons

40
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia Ward zr, philadelphia, pennsynvania

White

Male

Head

Age

40
37
10

l+{'L)

^t\-I

l+{r
Crq

F.*
P

H

fifffi:;^?i"'fr8?s;,)'ii];'f.?$iff li,:i""riffi',"# xx::ro* 
r4rard et, pttiLadetphia, pertnsvr,ania; Ror: 1463; page: 6.8;

T, USA: Ancestry.com

of tlrc Lh.Lited Sfares, l9oo.
rB54 rolls.

@ zor5 Ancestry

DescriXrtion:





"S{ancestry-

Name:

Age in 1910:

Birth Year:

Birthplace:

Home in rgro:

Race:

Gender:

Relation to Head of
House:

Marital Status; Married
Spouse's l{ame: Laura Lyons

Father'sBirthplace: Pennsylvania

Mother'sBirthplace: Pennsylvania

Household Members: Name

1910 United States Federal

Charles S Lyons

5O

abt 186o

Pennsylvania

Philadelphia Ward er, philadelphia,

I{hite
Male

Head

@ zor5Ancestry

Census

Pennsylvania

Age

Charles S Lyons So
Lauralyons 4T
FrankDlyons 20

Source Citation: Year: tgto; Census Place'. PhiLadelpltia I|rard et, Philadelpltia, pennsylua nta; Roll : T6z4_tg95; page:
7B; Enumeration District: o389; FI-IL microfilm: nZi+oS
Source Informationl

Ancestry.conr ' ryto united States Federal Census [database on-line]. provo, UT, USA: Ancest$,.ssrn
Operations Inc, 2{ro6.
Original Data: Thirteenth Census of the Uuited S o nT624, L,L7Brolls). Recolds of the Burreau of the Census, Reco ington, D.C. Fordetails on the contents of the fihn numbers, visit

This database is an index to the head ofhouseholds enumerated in the rgro united states lrederal census, the ThirteenthCenstts of the United States. In acldition, eacl.r indexed name is linked io actual inrages of the rgto Federal Ce1s1s, Theinformation recorded in the census iuclucles: oum., ..tuiiof qt-iil_" t*i; ;i d"iityj;; ;i tu,:t ffihd;;;;*, ;i;;;;;.,whether single, matried, widowed, or divorced, birthplace, bilfipl;;;iratle" and riother. uoJ*or".

FIJ

\̂-I

)+rr
c/q

cD

P





-.ff ancestry

Name:

Age:

Birth Year:

Birthplace:

Home in rgzo:

Charles S Lyons

6o

abt 186o

Pennsylvania

Street: RidgeAve
F{ouse Number: 6Z6g

Race: White
Gender: Male

Relation to Flead of Head
House:

Marital Status: Married
Spouse's Name: laura Lyons

Father'sBirthplace: pennsylvania

Mother'sBir[hplace: Pennsylvania

Able to Speak yes
English:

Occupation: Minister
Employment Field: Wage or Salary

Home Owned or Rent
Rented:

Able to read: yes

Able to Write; yes

Household Members: Name

Charles S Lyons
Laura Lyons

Source Citation; Year; l92o; Census place; phitadelphict
44; Enumeration District: 5z5;Intaget ntg

Age

6o

51

Ward et, Philadelphia, Pennsyluania; Roli; I6e5_r 6ry; page:

L92o United States Federal Census

Philadelphia Ward er, Philadelphia, perursynvania

^.
-._I

l+'t,r
a-

oq
o
F*J>

o
H

*llliil*..:*::r"r:!:r::!!!!!":-l'"d*11ceasus.{d^atabase on-linel. provo, ur, usA: Alcestry corn
Qnetatioqs rnc, 2o1o, Inr.ages reproduced by Famiiysearch. 

llrLLorrr'Lu

3j13"x]j::l::?l*":'_:fg:Ty: "1!1" 
u.,:.d a.?';./d;;. (NARAmicrommpubricatiour6e5, zo76

original Data: Fourteenth bensu^s ortt 
" 

i:olt.a i,S9., r9eo. (NARA microfilm publicatio' T62B, 2,,76
5""fii,"i"-':i::,:ll*i:::t'^ X{I:_c:-l-'* n:Tlg ...eif*n't-',tjooaf ,ii'er''.'-" r^r--Lington, D.c. For
,d::1t[":,.*^.^"ll-"ll::lll: {rm "u",ue,., 

viiiiir," r"l"IG nAiq,ffi;;; ii?lii,.i,i;ii^1,",Districts 8rg-Bgq are on roll 323 (Chicago Cig,),

Description:

nth Census ofthe
Puerto Rico,
and families
addition, the

@ zor5 Ancestry



".pl ancestry-

Name:

Age in 1930:

Birth Year:

Gender:

Race:

Birthplace:

Marital Status:

R.elation to Head of
House:

Home in r93o:

StreetAddress:

Ward of City:

Block:

House Number in
Cities orTowns:

Dwelling Number:

Family Number:

Home Owned or
Rented:

Radio Set:

Lives on Farm;

Age at First Marriage:

Attended School:

Able to Read and
Write:

Father's Birthplace:

Mother's Birthplace:

Language Spoken:

Immigration Year:

Naturaiization:

Able to Speak
English:

Occupation:

Industry:

Class of Worker:

Empioyment:

Household Members:

1930 United States Federal Census
Aa.Uwf

N He*frrd Caley

39

abt r89r
Male

White

England

Widowed

Head

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

FaisthorneAve.

zt st

101

616g

5

b

Rented

No

No

23

No

Yes

England

England

English

rBgr

Naturalized

Yes

Clergrman

E. Church

Wage or salaryworker
Yes

Name fue

H
I
CD
N
O)(o
tl

o-
c/q
.D

\-z,
cD
H

>Jp



bfer\c€idf
Nile*fe*d{aley
Marcia Reardon

b , l(11
HouseKae+*,

Source citation: Year: tggo; census Place: Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylucnia; Roll: ztoz;page:eA; EnumeratiopDistrict : tt 6 g ; lmage t g t 4, o; IIHL microfilm : e g 4t g g 6

Source Inforrnation:
]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com

enth Census of the United States,lg1o,
93o. T626, 2,667 rolls.

Description:
records f9r appq e census gives us a glimpse into the lives ofntains informari ers and oZcupants iucluhins Uirttrpi;.;;.-^

.citizenship, 
aud tisted in tt * i"orui ar" fii.?d t;*^;#i",

@ zorsAncestry
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*$lancestry"

Name:

R.espondent:

Age:

Estimated Birth Year:

Gender:

Race:

Birthplace:

Marital Status:

Relation to Head of
House:

Home in r94o:

Street:

House Number:

Farm:

Inferred R.esidence in
1935:

Residence in 1935:

Citizenship:

Sheet Number:

Number of
Household in Order

of Visitation:

Occupation:

House Owned or
Rented:

Value of Flome or
Monthly Rental if

Rented:

Attended School or
College:

Highest Grade
Completed:

Hours Worked Week
Prior to Census:

Class of Worker:

Weeks Worked in
1939:

Income:

Income Other
Sources;

Lg4o United States Federal Census

N Herbert Caley

Yes

49

abt r8gr

Male

White

England

Married

IIead

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
RidgeAvenue

6z6g

No

Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Same House

Naturalized

roB

191

Minister
Rented

25

No

E

;
{

CO
tFr'r
o.

clq
\l',

^r>i1
ar\
H
--
o+ fqwtlh awne"( ttre Ree#rwy.

College, 5th or subsequentyear

8+

Wage or salary worker in private work
52

2100

Yes



ijousehold Members: Name

N Herbert Caley

Marion Caley

FrankVanloon

Age

49

+8
22

b,rcq'l
b,t*XL

Sfep-sovt b , n,l{
Source Citation: Year: ry4o; Census Place: PhiladeLplia, Pliladelphia, Pennsyluania; Roll: T6z7_3699; Paget toB;
Enunreration District: Sr-4o4

Source Xnforrnation:
deral Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, U$A; Alcestry,com

ica, Burearr of the Censrrs. Sirteenth Census of tl'Le lJnited States, tg4o.
aud Records Administration, Lg4o.lSc7, 4,649 ro7\s.

Description:
The r94o United States Federal Census is the largest census leleased to date and the most recent census available for public
accgsq. Tire census gives us a gliurpse into the lives of Americans in r94o, with details about a househoid's occupants that
include birthplaces, occrrpations, education, citizenship, and income, \

@ zor5 Ancestry
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SOURCE: Tlte Phikdelphia Inquirer (August 9, lBB2), p, 5

Death, lBB2

916,dV"V"" @"/r %lCr/"".

Lr-rE nta r vr y trr. -ra r .-.t.u.
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EnB A Ennvr

Begin New Search

Reflne Last Search

Cemeterv LookuB

Add Burial Records

Help wlth Find A Grave

Find all Simpsons In;
o Loudon Park Cemetery

r Baltimore

r Baltimore Cltv_

o MarVland

o Find A Grave

rop-es.oldbutaE
Success Stories
Discusslon Forums
Find A Grave Store

1832
Brookeville
Montgomery County
Maryland, USA
Aug. 6, 1882
Roxb,orough
Philadelphia County
Pennsylvania, USA

Memorial

Rev Erasmus Owen Simpson
Florsers

radrnglhisi€xnadaL
Birth:

Death:

Pickaway (Ohio) euarterl% Spring 1965, pg.
19: "One of the most appealing personalities of
the early days of St. philips was the Rev. E.
Owen Simpson, rLrctor when the new church
was built. A bachelor when he came to
Circleville in [18615], he became engaged to
Miss Belle Florence, daughter of Col. Elias
Florence, a prominent citizen of pickaway
County. On Novennber 4, 1867, he wrote an
exuberant lertter tro the Vestry: 'Gentlemen: I
expect, d.v. to be
21st inst. and ma,
Parish for a few w
in this matter ma1
prosperity of our parish! With very kindest
personal regards fbr the members of the
lestry, I am yours; Very affectionately, E. Owen
Simpson.'Tfre Ves;try granted his request. The
young couple were married and took up
resldence in Circlerville. Let the old parish
register continue the story: On April ZZt Ig6gl
Mrs. Belle Sirnpsot.l was confirmed with the
first class presented to Bishop Bedell in the
new church. Then we skip to the Burials:

In a leaflet edited by Mr. Simpson for the
parishioners of St. philips called The Little
Episcopalian, a long poem by Lilly Darst
recalled the sorrovu of the members of St.
Philips over the death of the young woman and
described how she was buried in her weddino
dress. In 1870, Mr:, Simpson submitted his
resignation effectilre after Easter Sunday and
departed for a church in Baltimore_ Xe died tn
1882, "suddenly ol heart disease" in
Philadelphia, where he had been rector of St.
Albans Church, Roxboro.,'

preparatory course in Theology was pursued at
Gambieq and he wils admitted to orders by

by : Linda .SimLspn D.ayldsor I
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Bishop Mcllvaine rin 1863. In Battimore he was
assistant to the Rev. Mr. Schenck, of
Emmanuel Church, His first charge was in
Circleville, Ohio, where he was successful in
building a church. He went to philadelphia
about twelve years ago, where he became
rector of St- Philipr's Church, and was
successively in charge of the Church of the
Advocate, the Mission of the prince of peace
(under the auspic,es of the City Mission), St.
John's, Frankford Road- He was afterward in

erected

Erasmus Owen Sirnpson married a second
time; the name ol'his wife in the 1gg0 census
was Elizabeth M. Iiimpson, born about 1835 in
PA,

The only daughter of Rev. Erasmus Owen
Simpson, Belle Florence Simpson (by his first
wife Belle Florence), married William White
Buckley on 10 June 1BB9 in Kansas. William W.
Buckley and Betle F. (Simpson) Buckley had
eight sons.

Written and docunlented by Linda Simpson
Davidson from years of research.

Family links:
Parentsl
Achilles Simpson (1792 - 1BB2)
Sarah Jane Dorsey, Slmpson (1797 - tBTg)

Spouse:
Belle Florence Simpson (1842 - 1g69)

Chlldren:
Belle Florence Simpson Buckley (1869 - Lg42)*

Siblings:
Lfoyd Dorsey Slmpson Ge27 - 1899)'r.
Sarah Jane Simpson (1S29 - 1g5O)*
William A. Simpson (1S31 - 1901)x
Erasmus Owen Simpson (1832 - 1BB2)
Camilla A Simpson (1834 - 1916)x
Alice Simpson (1839 - 1921)'r.

xQlcllEtec_r4,lEgelshlp

Burial;
Loudon Park Cemelgg1l_
Baltimore
Baltimore City
Maryland, USA
Plot: Lot 87, Sec D, site 11

Created by: Llnda Simpson Davidson
Record added: Jun LT, ZOtz
Flnd A Grave Memorlal# 92091399
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To lU. MABSIIALL TAYL0R, Esq., fregister of Wilts and ex-officio

Clerk of the 0rphan's Gourt for the City and County of Philadetphh:
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City and Csunty offhitadelphja, ss.
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In the Corrrt of Common P1eas No, 4, SepLo .ferm, t-66.t - No. bU).

The Rector, Chr:rch Warclens and Vestrymen of the Chr:rch of Saintr

Alban in the City of Philadelphia

Vs.

Elizaberth M. Simpson and Bella Simpson.

l"Ieeting prirsuant Lo not"ice, Satr:rday, Jrr*e 7 , 1884

present: W. ilerbert Washington, E"qr, Lfaster; C. Stuart P6,ttersoo, Esq,

for the plaintiff; Geo" W" Reed, Esq., Guardian ad llitem for Miss

Bell-a Simpson; Rev" J.i[.J. Moore, Rector of the corporaEion plaintiff 
"

l{r. PaEEerson offers in. evidence Charter of the Chur:ch of St. AJ_ban

recorded in the Office for recording deeds, &co for the City and

County of Phil-adelphia in Miss. Book A.D.B" No.3, p" 400, &c. Charter

recorded 9th September, 1861.

Also deed - Hugh llhl-lowe11 to Rev. E.0wen Simpson, I).D., ackgd.

and delivered 26 },Iey, L87g r €rrd recorded 16 Jr:ne , Lg79 in tshe office
of the Recorder of Deeds in and for the City and County of Phila-

delphia in D'8., L'w.43, po 74, conveying to the grantee the prop-

erty described in the second paragraph of the bi1l"

George w. Reed,.Esq. witness called for plff., being duly sworn

say:

Q" - l4r" Reed' eJere you acquaintred with tshe Rev. E" Owen Simpson?

A, - I was for several years,

Q" - Letters dated Lyce'nm Avenue, Roxborough, 2s Jun.e, 1829, sto

Albanrs Reclory L4 November, 1881, and st. A1ban's Rectory 23 Feb.

L882r Errrd marked Exhibi'cs 1r2 and 3 shown to witness.

q. - hre you able to identify these letters as being in the hand-

writing of E" Owen Simpson?

A. - Thev are aLL in his trandvrriting. rt is very peculiarr.and r
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could not mistake it.

Q' - Did you ever trave any conversation with MR. sli-rapson with regard
to this rectory lot?

A' r Ehink r had. r had a converbation with him once and r think
he told me at the time th.at it was.-ia his name buts only for the
cht':geh; thac i"s *het E tir:*ni< he to1d ee= r was sue there oee tirne
and he took me over Lhe rectory and shor,led me what improv'ements he

had made in it, and my recollection is very strong tshat he told
me at the time that th'e deed was only in his name for the church;
he did tel' me that the i-ot beJ-onged to the church.
This rectory lot was purchased for the church during his l-ifetime
from money received, It:. simpson told me, from MLss Gorgasr and she had

l-oaned the money for that purpose.

I'Ir. PaLtserson crfferrs in evidence cerEified copy of will of
Rev. E' oraren simpson, xl.D. with leLters of administr:ation c,t.e.
of George W. Reed, Esq.

Statement by lfr. Reed:

trfrs. Simpson request@d me that I should act as adrninistralor.
The brother of lft. Simpson and she herself and all the other members

of the family with whom I trave had 6ny conversati-on told me that they
trad no claim whatever against the rectory; that they considered it be-
l0nged to the church' end acting upo* what they said, and from
what I uryself lcnew of ttre matter, and having received eertain
moneys due }fo' simpson, r handed o?er to I\e. patterson as counsel_ for
the church all deeds anct title pepers relating to thils reetoryn
staLing to him that r was auxhorized by the family to say rhat any
steps that would be necesaary to obtain possession of the rectorv
rhey dould eglee trr.



Bv the bbster"

a. - IIas this Estate been seEtled in Orphansf Court?

A. - Yes"

Q. - Wtren ?

A" Januasy 3, 1884.

Q. - Did any creditors, eppeer, and if so, B?ere they saEisfied?

A, - No creditors" The estsate would have been setEled in October

of last year buE a cred;itor appeared, who hel-d a judgmeat note

agiinst }fr. Simpson, buE as the chursh owed I&. Simpson on.e thousand

dol-l-ars for moneys expended on the rectory, and lft. Simpson owed the

church one thousand dol,lars on a judgment note, the church agreed to

pay the judgnent note, and I settl_ed without the note at al-Lr so

that no debts whatever rcutside of personaL debts came against l4r 
"

Simpson: - no clain aga:inst the rectory"

Q. - Were all the credi'cors against the estate satisfied?

A. - All- satisfiedr and there is no claim that can come against the

rectory that r knor^r of. They urere satisfied with 94 per cent"

None of thera made any cllaim against the rectoryr - Sone spoke of it
buE all- agreed that it belonged to the church,

Q. - Do you mean thaE the estate only pernittsed of a distribution of

94 per cent ?

Ao - Yes.

Q. - Was the properfy in question here standing in Simpson's name,

a subject of discussion among the creditors?

A" - Jsobody made any claim againsL thet property except this judg-

ment credit,or "

Q. - l.Ias j-ts existance jin his nane known to the cred:i.tors ?

A. - That I cannot say. I do not know that I spoke irf it Lo Ehem.



about it, and I told them that the rectory belonged to the church,

and not to l\fu. Simpson" The crediEors told me that were satisfied
very well with !f,haE they recelved. only one ereditor r,,ras paid in
full. Ft. Simpsonrs b:rother had a claim of $2S0" and he withdrew

his clai-u simpl5- to pe:rmit the other creditors to be paid as nearLy

in fuL1 as possible, Fb" Sixipsonrs brsther toi.d me tshal he had no

claim upon the rectory.

a- - Did le" Simpson d:Le seized of title of any other real estate?
A" - None that I know {)f. I came across no other papers buE those

of this recEory.

Q" - Ttren I may assume that in the 0rphans t Courts proceedings noth-
ing was doae or said fr:om which an inference might arise that this
property wes regarded ers Mr. Simpsonts?

A. - It !f,as nor even merntioned. I never noEiced it" This judgmenL

appeared against the perrsonal estate of l'fr. Simpson,, and I hed the
case postponed for settlemenE until sr-leh Eime as the church assumed

the judgment.

Ifu" Patterson offers in eviderr." *o"dlg" of 26 lhy,
Rev. E. Giyen Simpson and Hugh l{allometr_l, for $:,000"
premises referred to in the Bill. The said mortgage

be satisf ied of record ron 12 November, lg8l .

1879 Lretween

incumbering

appeared to

aru-#r.L ye,4 d* y{C*/



EXiIIBIT 1.

Lyceum Avenue

Roxborough, June 23, '79.
G4

Miss Susan Gorgas

Ffy dear friend.

Perrnit me to say that I have, in my own nane

and at my risk purchaserl from lfu, Hallowell the Lot of Ground adja-

cent ro St. Albants Chu:rch, for the purpose of, erecting a Parsonage

upon iC. The cost tuas :$3000.

The Vestry were unwillirrg to put such a Debt upon our Ghurch, My

plan is to erect a Parsrcnage upon a DaTt of this Lot-next to Lhe:

Church-say l;Qp feet front on the Church Avenue: ernd when the par-

sonage is paid for, in rconnection with the part of the lot upon which

it starrds-Lo convey the House and lot to the Church- I can have

erecf,ed a good House forr $2400.00. .Tlrrge buillers want the worl:.

and sre_now ready t nmence, and finish the house so that f can

occupv it this Fa1l. Tlhey-either of them-are wiJ-1ing to take one-

half-say $1200"00 cash upon compl-etion, and wait, 6 and 1,2 and 18

monEhe for Balance-in three payrnents. My purpose in Lhus writing

is to ask your permission to use the $SOO (X) kindly sent me in this

+ray, In addition to th:Ls $SOO. I have the promise of $150 and cash

from, a "Tableauxr! ente:rEainment of $116-making in all $266.00

(with your $SOO) tot+ard the payment of the $1200-upon completiora of

house say in November. I have hopes of collecting the bal-ance-

say $4S0-Uy Novemberr-i:E I carmot then I will pay it myself.

With yow permission to use the $SOO I will send you e receipt

X. - now LN tfanyunk Bank.



far iE- or give iE to the vestry. I am arurious to get nearer to my

church r, ds well as to secure a Parsonage for St. Al-bants. With your

kind permission to use the $SOO-f f,rust to aceomplish the former

tshis Fall-and Lhe l-atter in two years hence, That the Church

may incur no debt I am willing to assume all responsibility. Our re-
cent festival netted us $8/+.O0. YesEerdey I baptised 2 infants &

4 adults" We have confirmation on Friday evening nexE 27xh. Per'-

miE me Eo hear at once, :Lf convenienE, from you. Am anxious to

commence building.

Yours very truly

E. Owen Simpson"

EXHIBIT Z.

St. Alban rs Rectory.

Roxborough, Phila,

Nowm . 'L4-, l8E-I.

I4y dear Friend Mlss Gorgas.

Permit me the pleasure to inform you

that on Tuesday lst irrst., I paid the mort+a+e on the Rectsory lot
with all- the interest, conveyancing, &c, vLz;

Cost of Lot- $3000.0t1

Interest to 1st inst . - 362 . Otl

Bonus-l per eent- 50.99

Conveyancing- 50.75

Taxes &c.- 57.90

$3szt.s{
Tttis amount is the total- cost of the 1oL from the date of purchase

May 26th, LB79 to November l, 1881.

of this sum you have very kindly conrributed $:sgo.0o bur of rhe



or re-l found it necessary to pay trff- ilellowell $50.99 as a bonus f

i"a"ing the mortgage, whi-c.h had 2 years & 7 mos. to ruo.

G

Thus by your kindness I have paid for the lot as well as all nec-

essary, expenses. And now I intend to convey the mortgage to you.

I heve borrowed noney T,tith which fio pey off every cents of debE

against the rectory-and now there is no debt against the recEory-

except that which is owing myself.

Please find a bill of th.e amount paid for Trees. theiy are aLL

planted and are very fin.e Erees -insured to grow. I have ordered

from Rochester a few fin.e roses for next spring. Tlris bill- in eon-

nection vqiEh sum paid for planting trees-(2 men) vtilll consume bal-

ance of the $50. whic.h y'ou gave me"

Since you lefc, w€ have received from St. Davidrs Chrrch, Manayunk,

as a present-the two fin.e large chancel chairs saved from their

chureh burned last tr{interr. I had them nicely cleaned and varnished

and put in the chencel o,f St. Al-ban's on Supday wegk th9 Q!h. inpt.

The Bill for cleanLng Eh.em-$5.75-was kindly collectecl by our

S.S. Schol-ars on Last Sr:Lnday. Ttrus St. Alban's has what it has need-

ed for 2A years-a pair crf nice chancel chairs. Our Srrnday school

is fast filli-ng up-"Chri.stmas is comingtt-

Prompted by yor:r kindness Eo myself and this chr:rch I have thus

written a long letter. Appreciating your lcxzing kindness L have

tried to expend every dollar kindly contributed by you-carefully

and economically. If you can continue to assisE us, Day I ask thaE

you continue to the Church expenses-and not to Lhe RecEory-as

that is now safe. IL req.uires coastant eff ort to carry on a Fbee

Church.
lilqry
*--{, .Fimaa Fnr rznrrr. r.,nn-qtant kindneSSJernif h^e te *:^S Y-\.,^:Y--'
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and f.iberality" sc, Albanrs coul-d not get along wiLhouts you. yuur

sympathy and support have been a great comforg to me personall-y"

lby God bless, keep an<l reward you.

Yours truly,
. E. Owen Si.mpson,

EXHIBIT 3.

St. Albants Rectory

Roxborough, Feby. 23, 1882.

My dear tr?iend Miss Gorgas:

Bishop Stevens informed me of Che inter
view he had with yorr in reference to the Rectory. I am pLeased to

knols that Ehe Bishop had an interview with you concerning the matter

Permit me to say fio you what I have said to the Bishop vLz.

that to raise money enough to pay all the ind^ebtedness on the
E-,...fuF.-. Rectory I gave my judgnient note for }ne thousand $1000-for one

year" This note is not; due until nexE November lst and cannot be

paid until LhaE daEe. Hence there is no necessity to give fi:nds

for this purpo€e until that date. Iuy present purpose, D.v., is to
remain here and occu.py the Rec tory until next l{ovemher, and then if
ProPer and convenien.t to trransfer (with your consent) the properEy

to the tDioeesan Boardtt as the Bishop suggests,

(,qa-n)


