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Hope for the Boyd Theater?

Philadelphia’s {ast movie “palace” - the historic 1927 Boyd
Theater - may <till have life as a Wve performance venue.
The building’s current pwner, the Goldenberg Group, has
indicated to the Preservation Alliance that it is serdous
about exploring redevelopment options for the 2400-seat

r'"“""" Pabie ::'.‘ mp.nl Art Deco theater at 1910 Chestnut Street, Philadelphiz,
Several months ago, the theater shut its doors and ceased
operations as an movie house. Known as the “Sameric”,
the movie house was leased to United Artists which showed
first-run movies until recentlyy_mﬂ%sw
2013 Endangered bankru and has cited building inefficiencies and higl
Properties List CoSts Tor aos ng the Samenrc. ———
The (Goldenberg Group -~ which has owned the propert
SIhce 19UB - Ras mvestgateg other uses Tor the space, including live theater, music performances and art
ms, but the group reports that so far no one has expressed serlous interest. Gokdenberg has conferred
Witk the Neaesla?der Compan Ear Channe
ntertainment toperatars ol the Merrjam and Tower theaters, the Electric Factory, and the Tweeter Lenter
Piease Help Presarve and the Philadelphia Theater Lornpany. Al ultimatedy dechined Interest In the Boyd, citing Dulldiig
the Assets that Make neMciencies, costs, or lack-of demand Tor additional performance vénues In Lenter Ll
Philadeiphla So Special -
Nonetheless, Goldenberg has publicly and privately indicated that it continues to seek ways ta reuse the
THEATar, and cONtnuES %iscussians wiWBWe'r' Tential tReater Operators. Epmsenﬁm
erva e win as a & property owners on the many
possible preservation incentives that could help the redevelopment of the Boyd, Including rehabilitation tax
credits, transfer of development rights, easement charitable gift deductions, and tax-increment financing.
mmm of The Preserv;tlon All_lance _subrpittgd nominatiur! tq designate the Boyd, built in I
Historic P 1927, as a city-certified historic site. The submission was based on the theater's
“gignificance as the last motion picture palace in Philadelphia, as a fine example of
the work of the significant Philadelphia architecture firm of Hoffran and Henon,
and a3 a unigue remaining example in Philadelphia of the Art Dac motion picture
palace, popular durtng the first quarter of the twentieth century, but constructed
only once in Center City Philadelphia, at the Boyd Theater.”
Visit our Online ) ,
Resource Center The owners opposed the designation, however, and In spring 2002, the

Philadeiphia Historic Comemnission, in 8 split vote, declined to designate the property
as a local landmark, despite the recommendation of its own Designation
Committee and many other supporters. Apparently, at least some of the
Commissioners based their “no” decision, not on the historic and architectural
significance of the property, bul rather on the purperted deteriorated condition and bieak ecanomic future of
the property.

Immediately after the historic designation denial, the Goldenberg Group obtained a demolition permit for the

Name:

Prasarvation Boyd. Goldenberg has publicly stated that it has no actual plans to demolish the theater, but that the permit
Alliance for simply allows it another option.

Graater

Philadeiphia

Pubiic concern has resuited in the formation of the Committee to Save the Boyd Theater which is actively
advocating for the theater’s preservation through rallies, petitions, fundraising, public meetings, and
discussions with the Gotdenberg Group. (Check the group’s web site at www.savethesameric.com)
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Endangered History

National Trust for Historic Preservation Hails Historic Landmark Designation

for Boyd Theatre in Philadelphia
Contributed By: National Trust for Historic Preservation

Emall The Author: pridnthp.ora \
website: hitp://www PreservationNation.org

Today, the National Trust for Historic Preservation halled the Philadelphia Historical Commission’s unanimous decision to
add Boyd Theatre to the Philadelphia Register of Historlc Places, designating the theatre an historic landmark. The
dacision prevents demolition of the Art Deco masterpiece, which on May 20, 2008, was named to the National Trust for
Historic Preservation's 2008 list of America's 11 Most Endangered Historic Places.

The Boyd Theatre, downtown ("Center City”) Philadelphia's last surviving major motion picture palace opened Christmas
Day in 1928 and operated untll 2002. In 2005, Clear Channel, Inc. purchased the Boyd and planned to embark on a
$31 milllon restoration of the theatre as a live performance art venue, After Clear Channel underwent a re-
organization, however, the Boyd was transferred to Live Nation. Restoration plans were halted in early 2006 when Live
Nation decided to refocus itself as a concert presentation company. Subsequently, the Boyd was placed on the market
and today remains vacant.

"Today's designation of Boyd Theatre as an historic landmark Is a signlficant victory for the theatre and all of the people
who have rallied to save it," says Richard Moe, president of the Natlonal Trust for Historic Preservation. "Finding a
buyer who will restore the Boyd to its original grandeur will breathe new life into the Philadelphia community, while
serving as a catalyst for economic revitalization."

urrently, there is no sales agreement in place for the Boyd Theatre, The National Trust for Historic Preservation is

orking with Live Nation and %e Freserva;f'ron Alance Tor Greater Philadelphia to attract purchasers wio will restore

nd use the historic theater. e Boyd Is eligible for use of Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits by developers. The
me%wation works nationally with the League of Historic American Theatres to promote the
restorations of movie palaces and the National Trust Community Investment Corporation has provided equity

investments for restoration of a number of historic theaters. In 2001, the National Trust for Historic Preservation listed
"Historic American Movie Theaters” among the 11 Most Endangered Historic Places In the country.

The Boyd Theatre was considered the most elegant theater in Philadelphia’s premier shopping area, Chesthut Street,
Designed by the architectural firm Hoffman-Henon, the Boyd was the only first-run Art Deco movie theatre ever erected
in Center City Philadelphia. The rich beauty of its interior was characterized by luxurfous ornamentation such as an
exquisite, etched glass-mirrored labby, an enormous auditorium with a seating capacity edipsing 2,500 and stunning
chandellers. The Art Deco decorative motlf was carried out in full force with stained glass insets, a huge murai by
acclaimed artist Alfred Tulk and gold and black metal silhouettes celebrating the progress of women throughout the
history of the world. The decoration inside the Boyd Theatre has survived and should be preserved.

Following the theatre's closing in 2002, a local group, Friends of the Boyd, Inc., a nonprofit organization of community
volunteers, was formed. Since then, it has waged a highly visible citywide advocacy campaign to prevent the
demolition of the theatre, including letters to city government, public testimony, rallies, editorials to key media outlets,
and petition drives. Friends of the Boyd, Inc. has a website, and uses other tools in collaboration with local advocates,
including the Preservation Aliiance for Greater Philadeiphia, which this year included the Boyd on its most endangered
places list. The National Trust for Historic Preservation has had a longstanding interest in preserving the Boyd; in 1993,
the National Trust was involved in litigation to grant landmark status to the Boyd, and Adrian Fine, the Director of the
National Trust's Northeast Field Office, serves on the board of Friends of the Boyd, Inc.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation Is a non-profit membership organization bringing people together to protect,
enhance and enjoy the places that matter to them. By saving the places where great moments from history - and the
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important mements of everyday life - took place, the National Trust for Historic Preservation helps revitalize
neighborhoods and communities, spark economic development and promote environmental sustainability. With
headquarters in Washington, DC, 9 regional and field offices, 29 historic sites, and partner organizations in all 50 states,
the National Trust for Historic Preservation provides leadership, education, advocacy and resources to a national
network of people, organizations and local communities committed to saving places, connecting us to our history and
collectively shaping the future of America's stories. For more information, visit www, PreservationNation.org.

Keywords: National Trust for Historic Preservation, Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia Register of Historic Places
Posted: August 20, 2008

Unfess noted, the thoughts and opinions expressed in the article are solely that of the
author and not necessarily the opinion of the editors of PreservationDirectory.com.
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11 Most Endangered Historic Places
The Boyd Theatre

Yo Listed: 2008
Location: Phiadeiphia, Pennsyivania
Thteat: Davaiopmant, Neglacl

Significence

Downtown ("Cenlar City”} Philadeiphia’s 1as! sutvivitg major motion pigtura patace openad Christmas Day in 1828 and operated untl
2002. This maslersxecs of Art Deco design now sits vacant, hag no preservation in place, lacks ignation g an histonc
landmark and {4 thinkatened with demoiltion.

Tha Boyd Thaakre was considered Lhe most elagani theater in Philadslphia's premier shopping ared, Chestrut Steet. Deained by the
architeciursl flm Hottrman-Henan, the Boyd was the oy first-run Art Deco movie thaatre 6ver grecied in Philadaiphia. The rich beauty !
Its Irdenor was ct it by (Lunious such as an axguisiie, siched glass-riroced bbby, an anornous audinium with &
seating capacity eclipsing 2,500 and stunhing chandaligrs. The At Doco decorative moil was carmied oul in ful 1ovce with stainad giass
ingats, & huge mural by acclaimed artiel Altred Ttk and gokd and black maetat siibousitas calebrating the prograss of warmen thraughout the
hiatory of te wortd, The cecoration inside the Bayd Thealre his survived and shoukl be preserved,

Following ws Leatre’s closing in 2002, & local group, Friemds of the Boyd, Inc., 8 nonprofil organization of communily voknteers, was
farimed, Since then, it has waged a highly visibk cltywida advasacy campaligh 15 pravent the: demolilion of tha thaatra, including letars 1s
clty govermiment, public Wstimony, rallies, edhonals to key medka oulefs. and petition drives. Frsndé of the Boyd, inc. has a websila, and
ukes other tooks In with iocal including the Presarvation Afilance for Greater Philadeiphia, which this year included
the Boyd on s most endangared places list. The National Trust for Historie Preservation has had & longslanding interest in presarving the
Boyd: in 1992, the National Trust was involved in lltigation to grant mndmask status 0 the Beyd, snd Advan Fina, the Diractor of the
National Trugts Northeast Fisld Office, serves on the beard of Friends of the Boyd, Inc.

In 2005. Cisar Channal, Inc. purchased the Boyd and plafned to embark ¢n 8 $31 million restoration of e theaire as a lve perfonmance
art venue. Atter Clear Chanhel undarwent a re-organization, . the Boyd was tamed to Live Natioh. Rasiorabon plans ware
halted in sarly 2006 whan Live Natoh dackied 1o refocus itsalt as a concert prasentation company. Subsoquenty. the Boyd was placed on
the market.

Currently, there 15 no sakes agreemani in place for the Boyd Thieatre. The Natienal Trust for Histork: Preservation is working with Live
and ha far Pliladeiphla 10 aivact purchasers who will rastore and use tha historic theatar. The Boyd
o oe use ax by devalopers. The Natlonal T rusl ot Histork: Praserval Hy with the
Lasgue of Historic Amarican Thealres to promots tha restorations of movie psiacas and tha Naticnal Trust Community tnvestment
Corporation has provided squity invastmeants for restoration of a nimber of historc theatars. In 2001, the National Trust for Histeric
Presoervation kuted "Hestoric Amaerican Movie Theaters™ amon the 11 Most Endangerad Histone Places in the country.
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Old movie theaters find new life | vid

By Adam Sylvain, USA TODAY ‘Q Updated 2/16/2012 7:53 PM
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If you go to a movie this weekend, there's an increasing chance you might make your
. ; : . Vid
way to a classic old theater instead of a modern multi-screen complex. E:
‘Pr
Elegant old theaters from New York to Indiana to Te
California are getting a new lease because they still strike Ph
o
a chord in anyone who loves the classic movie . or
experience, says John Bell, head of the 1920s-era Tampa Un
Theatre in Tampa. Ed
"These theaters are imbued with a sense of history and _—
collective memory that you just don't get at a cineplex,” Mo
Beil says. "The romance and nostalgia captures people's Sic
By Cheryl Gerber imagination.” Top
The Joy Theater reopens after a $5 million b .and
renavation in New Orleans on Deg. 29. STORY: New Orleans' Joy Theater leads way for other
restorations Mox
S — o HF
| Sponsored Links ) § Numbers aren't kept on how many theaters are getting a

second life across the USA, but examples are plentiful:

«In Fowler Ind., interior renovations of the downtown
Fowler Theatre are underway. The theater closed Jan. 25
after weekend showings of Mission Impossible: Ghost
Protocof and will reopen this summer. The Fowler is run
by an all-volunteer staff. No one involved with operations
— from the projection booth to the concession counter —
eams a salary. |
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Map Your Flood Risk «The Hollywood Theatre in Portland, Ore., remains open
Find Floodplan Maps, Facts, FAQs, Your

Fiood Risk Profiie and More! during its renovations, which include the replacement of N
o loada AL a0y nerica 70-year-old seats In three auditoriums, Bulltin 1926, the g

Free WIFI, Suites w/ full kilchens. Best rates art deco theater recently hosted a combined film and live
guaranteed. Book hete.

www extendedstavamerica.com music production of a film known as Turkish Star Wars. Reprin
Boost Free Testosterone Index |«

Ls ]
FUTICT

www. nugenix.com as a largely performing arts venue. During Hurricane Home | N
Buy 2 ink here Katrina, the theater's roof was ripped off, and the
et e e - oo DESEGMENE filled- with-water.. When the building-was. ...
surveyed for renovation, there was so much water, a boat
was needed to measure the back wall.

While studying at Keene State College in New Hampshire, Morgan Little works part-time
at the Colonial Theatre and says college students appreciate seeing familiar faces when
they visit the venue. : -

"When they go to the Coionial," Little says, "they get a sense of community."
Some theaters are still waiting for a second chance.

Howard Haas, president of Friends of the Boyd, says the historic Boyd Theatre in
Phadelphia 1s Tor sale and In need of vestors and money fo bring I back 10 e, +
.

"We need an angel of some sort," Haas says.

For more information about reprints & permissions, visit our FAQY's, To repor corrections and clarifications, contact Standards
Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the newspaper, send comments o lefters @usatoday.com. include name,
phone number, city and state for verification. To view our cormections, go to corrections. usatoday.com.
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USA TODAY is now using Facebook Comments on our stories and blog posts to provide an enhanced user experience. To post
a comment, log into Facebook and then "Add" your comment. To report spam or abuse, ciick the "X”" in the upper right corner of
the comment box. To find out more, read the FAQ and Conversalion Guidelines.

us | Advertise | Pressroom | Jobs | FAQ | Reprints/Permissions | Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights | Ac

httrefhicatadayyIN neatadars cominasue/natinnlotars N0 Almeavrio_thoatar_eavisral /821 1171170172




