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April 7, 2009
The Honorable Edward G, Rendsll

Governor
Commonweslth of Pemmsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building

. Hamisburg, PA 17120

Re: RACP Punding for the Boyd Theatre Rehabilitation and Hotel Development Project
Dear Governor Rendell: -

As Pennsylvania’s First Congressional District Repremtauveandasmngmppo:taofecmmc initiatives that
create jobs in cur region, I proudly support ARCWheeler's grant request for RACP ﬂmdmgoftthoydThcam

rehabilitation and Kimpton Hotel development project.

mmmmcaidswmcmmﬂyﬁcmgwﬂwmﬁmwehawmmdermDepreum Mﬁl;onsof
jobs have been lost and thousands of Peansylvanians bave lost their homes, The tightened credit markets have made
ntneulynmpomibkmgetﬁnmmgformuchneededdmbpmempmecuﬂutwﬂlhelpsumulawthusmm
eoonomy. It is sbsolutely imperative that we act inmmediately to confront this crisis to ensure that it does not get

steadily worse.

ARCWheeler's plans for the Boyd Theatre represent a new “shovel ready” project that will create imadreds of
immediate constructions jobs and generate millions of dollars in: tax revenues for the region. Once completed, the
rohabilitated Boyd Theatre and Kimpton, Hote! will create hundreds more permanent jobs in the retail, hospitality,
dmmgmdentermnmmtmdumu ‘The project promises 1o spur further economic development and encourage
other cultural, entertainment, dining and retail institutions to develop along the 1900 block of Chestnnt Street in

Philadelphia,

”___'I'heConvmnonmeexpmonwdlmm:mtewdevdopnmtpmjmlikeﬂwBoydThmundepm
THobel to absorb the inHux of visttors. Hospitalifty experts aiid tourisim officidls have projected Wwe will need 2,500 3
new hotel rooms to support the Spring 2011 rollout of the expanded Convention Center. As you are aware, many of :
the proposed hotel projects have been stalied dus to the economic crisis. ARCWheeler’s development will add
another 250 hote! rooms, create jobs and alleviate pressure to accommodate these new visitors.

This project needs RACP fimding from the Commonwealth to move forward. Turge you to support ARCWheeler's
proposal and approve RACP financing for the Boyd Theatre rehabilitation and Kimpton Hotel development project.
" Singerely,

4724

Robert A. Brady, M.C.
1* Congressional District, PA
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March 17, 2009

State Representative Dwight Evans
512-E Main Capitol Building

PO Box 202203

Harrisburg, PA 17120
Dear Representative Evans,

I understand you are considering support from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital
Program for the rehabilitation and reopening of the Boyd Theatre. .

As you know, the Film Office has had much success in persuading Hollywood studios to
film movies in Philadelphia and has recently, with your assistance, enabled the construction
of sound stages. After they finish filmmaking, movie directors are eager to have Hollywood
style “red carpet” premieres here. Directors will be even more eager to film here if they
know they ¢an premiere their movies at the Boyd. Earlier in my leadership of the Film
Office, there were premieres and screenings at the Boyd, known as the Sameric. The
spotlight was on Philadelphia when Tom Hanks and Denzel Washington attended the 1993
world premiere of “Philadelphia” at the theater, and Hanks blurted out “Oh, wow, a real
movie palace!” Other Philadelphia theaters do not have enough seating capacity and they
lack the “wow” factor that the Boyd possesses with its Art Deco glamour. Movie premieres
glow with the excitement of the klieg lights, red carpet and crowds on the sidewalk, the
buzz of press interviews in the theater’s grand lobby, and the stars appearing on stage. In
addition to wonderful “press” for Philadelphia, movie premieres fill hotels and restaurants.
Philadelphia’s economy will be stronger with our own equivalent of Radio City Music Hall,
GmmansChmeselheate,andotherglamomusﬂmatersthathostmowepmemm

' almost every other US ¢ify.”

: I know that Ray Murray has also long been enthusiastic-about using the Boyd for
film festivals. Both Ray and I have been delighted with the advocacy of Friends of the
Boyd, Inc. for the survival and reopening of the Boyd. I have met with Hal Wheeler and am
impressed with how interested he is in purchasing and reopening the Boyd. I would like to
expressmysmpoﬁforOommonwealmﬁmdmgassxsmnoemthattheBoydcanbe

Moo Bbaan

Sharon Pinkenson,
Executive Director
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March 17, 2009

The Honorable Edward G. Rendell
Govemor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building

Harrisburg PA 17120

Dear Governor Rendell,

1 understand you are considering support from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital
Program for the rehabilitation and reopening of the Boyd Theatre.

As you know, theFﬂmOﬂ’ioehashadmuohsmeessmpersuamngHouywoodswdmsto
film movies in Philadelphia and have recently, with your assistance, enabled the -
construction of sound stages. Afiter they finish filmmaking, movie directors are eager to
have Hollywood style “red carpet” premieres here. Dirsctors will be even more eager to
film here if they know they can premiere their movies at the Boyd. Earlier in my leadership
of the Film Office, you attendéd premieres and screenings at the Boyd, known as the
Sameric. You will recall that the spotlight was on Philadelphia when Tom Hanks and
Denze] Washington attended the 1993 world premiere of “Philadelphia” at the theater, and
Hanks blurted out “Oh, wow, a real movie palace!” Other Philadelphia theaters do not have
enough seating capacity and they lack the “wow” factor that the Boyd possesses with its At
Deco glamoar, Movie premieres glow with the excitement of the klieg lights, red carpet and
crowds on the sidewalk, the buzz of press interviews in the theater’s grand lobby, and the
stars appearing on stage. In addition to wondetful “press” for Philadelphis, movie premieres

. fill hotels and restavrants, Philadelphia’s economy will be stronger with our own equivalent

of Radie City Music Hall, Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, and other glamofous thegters that
host movie premieres in almost_ every other US city.

I know thet Ray Mutray has also long been enthusiastic about using the Boyd for film
festivals, Both Ray and 1 have been delighted with the advocacy of Friends of the Boyd,
Inc. for the survival and reopening of the Boyd. Ihave met with Hal Wheeler and am
impressed with how interested he is in purchasing and reopening the Boyd. I would like to
express my support for Commonwealth funding assistance 5o that the Boyd czn be
rehabilitated and reopened.

Executive Director
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March 24, 2009

The Honorable Edward G. Rendell
Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsyivania
225 Main Capito! Building

Harrisburg PA 17120

Dear Governor Rendel:

| am writing to ask for your help in preserving the historic Boyd Theatre in Phil'adelphia. | urge you fo
commit funds from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program funding that is vital to the
successful rehabilitation of this landmark.

The Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia’s sole surviving movie palace from Hollywood’s Golden Era, has
experienced a long struggle for survival. -its challenges are well documented and | am sure you are
aware of the dire sltuation. Preservation Pennsylvania has been advocating for this important
building for several years. In 2002, we placed the Boyd Theatre on Pennsylvania At Risk, a fist of the
most important and most endangered historic places in the state. In 2008, the Nationai Trust for
Historic Preservation included it on America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places.

The Boyd is significant not only for its importance as the last remaining theatre of its kind In
Philadelphia but for the part it plays as one of the many Important historic theatres that are currently
endangered or have been iost already all over Pennsylvania and the country. Historic downtown
theatres are an imporiant part of our heritage and those that have been saved and are being used ara
valuable assets in our many urban centers. Saving the Boyd Theatre will notonly be a presewanon

.suceess for Philadeiphia but for Pennsyivania as well.

Without your support, this project will not be possible. | urge you to act now to save this ‘Philadelpr;ia
landmark.

Sincerely,
Aatieds. 8. ConoeS

Melinda G. Crawford
Executive Director




- March 25, 2009
Honorable Edward G. Rendell

Gov of Pennsylvani
225 Main Capito) Buliding PROPRI ETORS

Harrisburg, PA 17120
Dear Governor Rendell:

The Center City Proprietors Association {CCPA), a non-profit, Philadeiphia-based
member supported organization dedicated to serving the needs of Philadelphia’s
small businessas, respectfully exprasses its support for ARCWheeler's grant
request for RACP funding of the Boyd Theatre rehabilitation and Kimpton Monaco
Hotel development project.

As you are aware, the Boyd Theatre, once considered the crown jewet of art deco
movie houses in the United States, has endured a steady dediine ovar the past
twenty years. Today the vacant theatre Is a symbo! of the block’s decline as many
of the cultural, retall, and smal! business opportunitles tied to theatre traffic have
left. We want to change thisl

ARCWheelar's plans for the project represent a new approach to mixed use
development for Pennsylvania that marries the region’s economic interests with
preservationist ideals. Development of the hotel, theater and restaurants will
revitalize the nelghborhood by creating exciting cultural, entertainment, dining
and-retait opportunities. ARCWheeler's plan will create an entirely unigue
éntertainment venue in Philadeiphla that complements both the proposed
expansion of the Convention Center and current entertainment options along the
Avenue of the Arts. The project’s thoughtful deslgn will create a synergy between
the hotel and theatre which will fit seamlessly with its surroundings on Chestnut
Street.

As you may know, ARCWheeler’'s plans have received unanimous support from the
Phifadeiphia Planning Commilssion, Phitadeiphia Historical Cormmission,
Phitadelphia Zoning Board, and,Center City Residents Association. In addition, the
project has been halled by local preservation groups including Friends of the Boyd
and the Preservation Alliance, ARCWheeIer's non-proﬂt partner.

- CCPA would {ike to include our. woiae in support ot this project. We request
that you take action and approve the much needed public RACP ﬂnanclng for the
Boyd Theatre rehabilitation and hote! development project. :

Sincerely,

Benjamin Frank - .o :
Executlve Dlrector . . . Doati

cc. . . . - .t . . - .l‘.__.,,,':"
Harold Wheeler, ARCWheeler L. IR

1528 Walnut Street, Suite 910 = Philadelphia, PA 19102
215.545.7766, tel » 215.545.3634,fax « www.cantercityproprietors.org

WORKING THE CITY

ASSOCIATION

Emcative Dirgctor
Frank

i
z



PRESERVATION
ALLIANCE

for greater philadelphia

March 23, 2009

State Representative Dwight Evans
512-E3 Main Capitol Building

Box 202203

Harrisburg PA 17120-2203

Dear Representative Evans,

I am writing to ask for your assistance in preserving the historic Boyd Theater in
Philadelphia. | am sure you are aware of the efforts that have been underway for the past
seven years to save the Boyd, the last of Philadelphia’s great movie palaces. Thisisthe
historic preservation issue that has engendered the greatest public Interest in recent years,
Thousands of people have expressed support for its preservation, attended demonstrations
and fundraising film-showings, written letters and attended public meetings.

Preservation of the Boyd Theater is now within reach. ARC Wheeler has presented an
imaginative plan that combines the restored theater with a film-themed hotel. Funding for
the restoration of the theater portion of the project is in place with the exception of a
commitment of state Redevelopment Capital Assistance Program funds necessary to
complete project financing, Mayor Nutter has pledged support from the City’s allocation of
these funds, as has the Governor, but these pledges are dependent on some funding from
the House portion of the RCAP funds. We need your support to secure those funds.

Historic preservation in Philadelphia is a significant economic contributor to the
Commonwealth. According to a report prepared for us by Econsult Corporation, historic
preséivation in Philadelphia has resulted in $240 Million of tax revenue to the state
over the past ten years. it would be appropriate for some of that to be remveshed in
historic preservation in Philadelphia.

The restoration of the Boyd Theater can go forward this year if state funding is provided.
Time is of the essence. | hope we can look forward to your support.

Sincerely,

John Andrew Gallery

Executive Director

1616 Walnur Street, Suite 1620, Philedelphia, Pennsybvania 19103

phone: 215.546.1146 fax: 215.546.1180 email: info@preservationalliance.com
www.preservationslliance.com




( PRESERVATION
ALLIANCE
Jor greater philadelpkia
March 4, 2009
The Honorable Edward G. Rendell

Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg PA 17120

Dear Governor Rendell,

I know that several people have contacted you regarding the preservation of the
Boyd Theater and the need for support from the Redevelopment Assistance Capital
Program. Therefore, I will be brief,

1 simply want to make three points. First, the Boyd Theater has been the .
‘ preservation issue that has engendered the greatest public concern in the past five
. or six years. Thousands of people have expressed support for Its preservation,
attended demonstrations and fundraising film-showings, written letters etc. It is
probably the most significant historic building in need of rehabilitation in Center

City.

Second, historic preservation in Philadelphia is a significant economic contributor to
the Commonwealth. According to a report prepared for us by Stephen Mullin at
Econsult Corporation, historie preservation in Philadelphia has resulted in
$240 Million of tax revenue to the state over the past ten years. (1 enclosed a
confidential summary of Econsult’s report to us, which we will release later this
month.) It would be appropriate for some of that to be remvested in historic
preservation in Philadelphiz. -

Third, the project cannot go forward without state support If you commit funds to
the project you will be the one to get credit for saving this important treasure,

Time is of the essence. I hope we can Jook forward to your support to preserve the
Boyd Theater.

Sincerely,

Iohh Andrew Gallery
Executive Director

o

1616 Walnur Street, Suire 1620, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103

phone: 215.546.1146 fax: 215.546.1180 email: info@preservationalliznce.com
wwwpreservationsilience.com )

EEEEEEE———




AIA Philadelphia

A Chapter of The Americen institute of Architacts

20 March 2009

The Honorable Edward G. Rendell
Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Buliding

Haerishurg PA 17120

Re:  Boyd Thestre, Philadelphis
Dear Govarnor Rendetl,

The Historic Preservation Committee of AIA Philadelphia respectfully requests that you support. Comménwealth
funding for the restoration of Philadelphia’s Boyd Theaire. . '

We have workad closely with the Friends of the Boyd, the Preservation Alliance for Greater Phifadelphia, and
previous and prospective owners of the buflding over the last seven years to provide pro-hono architectural and
planning advice. We have ressarched the bullding’s history and participatad in public programs on the social
significance of Phlladelphla’s movie palaces, of which the Boyd is the sole survivor, .

This spectacisiar buflding has captured the public’s imagination and sparked tha lowdlest outery of any preservation
controversy in racent memory. Yet this project is about much-more than a sentimental desire for an oid butlding.
The restoration effort as currently proposed Is but one component of a much larger development featuring a
unigue hotel 2nd meeting facility. The construction of this project will be a significant economic engine, further
driving development of this area of Chestnut Strest which has languished for too long. Substantin! tax revenues
will be generated through wages of thosa employed in its construction and operation as well from the
expenditures of thosa staying at the hotel and attending its shows and performances.

The Boyd Is & shovel-ready project desarving of Commonwaealth funding. Generations of Pennsylvanians will be
grateful. We hope that you will support this important project.

Robert Hotes, AlA Shawn Evans, AIA
Committee Co-Chair Committee Co-Chair

Sincerely,

ce John Claypool, Executive Director AJA Philadelphia
Preservation Alliance for Greatar Philadelphia
Friends of the Boyd, inc.

1218 Arch Strest
19107

Tel. 215.569.3186
Chepter Fax 216.569.9226
www_glaphiia.ong
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March 23, 2009 A Richard Moe
PRESIDENT

The Honorable Edward Rendell

Governor

225 Main Capitol Building

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Dear Ect

I am writing to you to ask your assistance in prese?ving the historic Boyd Theater in
Phlladelphia at a moment when your assistance could make a critical difference In
the preservation of this significant historic property.

The Naticnal Trust for Historic Preservation receives hundreds of nominations for our
list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. We selected the Boyd Theater
to include on this list in 2008 because we felt that its preservation was of natiohal
importance. Not only is the Boyd Theater the last of the many great movie palaces
that were once in Philadelphla, but its distinctive Art Deco desugn is rare among
presewed movie palaces in the United States.

Since its Inclusion on our list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places,
positive things have happened. A developer, ARC Wheeler, has developed an
imaginative plan for the development of a film-themed hotel in conjunction with the
restoration of the theater. This plan involves use of the theater for small
performances, conferences and other events that will not compete with other
Philadelphia venues for Broadway shows or similar events., Restoration of the theater
wilt inctude financing from historic tax credits and a buyer has already been Identified
for those credits. The National Trust's Community Investment Corporation is now
working to put together a coalition of participants to provide New Market Tax
Credits, including New Market Credits from our own Nationat Trust allocation.

The financing and plans are in place that would atlow the Boyd Theater restoration to
be under construction this year. The one critical component that is needed to make
this happen is a commitment of funds from Pennsylvania’s Redeveiopment Capital
Assistance Program.

Historic preservation in Philadelphia has had a sighificant economic impact on the
clty, as { am sure you know from your time as Mayor of Philadelphia. But, as a recent
report for the Preservation Alllance shows, those historic preservation activities also
provide significant economic¢ benefits to the state in terms of jobs and tax revenues,
| am sure that the economic benefits of the Boyd Theater will, in the long run, far
outweigh the state funding that Is necessary to make this project feasible.

1785 Massachusetts Avenue, NW  Washington, DC 20036
»202.5BB.6105 r 2025886082 www.PreservationNation.org




The Honorable Edward Rendel!
March 23, 2009
Page Two

| respectfully urge you to provide the funding that will make the critical difference in
the preservation of the Boyd Theater and allow us to announce nationally that it is no
longer on our list of America’s 11 Most Endangered Historic Places. Your decision can
make all the difference for Philadelphia and Pennsylvania. Thank youl

Warmest regards.

Sincerely,

*

L
Richard Moe

RMijg -
cc: Mayor Michael Nutter
i’ John Gallery, Praservation Alliance of Greater Philadelphia




( | Friends of the Boyd, inc.

P.O, Box 30628
Phiadelphia, PA 10103

Telephone (215) 567-2870
www.FriendsOfTheBoyd.org

March 18, 2009

Tha Honorable Edward G. Rendetl
Governor, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Building

Hariisburg PA 17120

Re: Boyd Theatre, Philadeiphia
Dear Governor Rendell,

The Friends of the Boyd, Inc. ask that you provide support from the
Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program so that the Boyd Theatre can be restored
) te its original Art Deco glamour and reopened. As citizen activists, in 2002 we
organized to pravent the demeolition of Center City’s sole surviving movie palace. Since
then, thousands of our supporters have participated in sidewalk demonstrations,
petitions, film fund raising events, and other activities 1o ensure that the Boyd survives.

Starting In the 1930s, supporters of our cause fondly recall traveling to the Boyd
for the mavies *Wizard of Oz" and “Gone with the Wind.” Jeannetie MacDonaid,
Chariton Heston, Grace Kelly, and many Holliywood stars attended movie premieres at
the Boyd. You attended red carpet premieres at the Boyd (then known as the Sameric)
including the 1993 movie “Philadelphia” with Tom Hanks and Denzel Washington.

We believe that the Commonwealth should fund the Boyd for the same reasons

_that almost every US city and state has heiped fund the restoration of at least one
movie palace, They do 86 1o présarve history, createjobs and-promote tourism: The -
Boyd wouid help revitalize Chestnut Street. Suburbanites and tourists would visit
Philadeiphia to experience events at the Boyd. If you glance at fravel books, almost
every city has an entry “1920s movie palace, saved from demolition, gorgecusly
restored to its original beauty and now hosts many functions.” Thank you for your
assistance. _

Sincerely,

£,

rd B. Haas, Esq.
President, Frisnds of the Boyd, .inc,

b BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Howard B. Haas, Esq., Chair & President — John Andrew Gallery, Vice Chalr & Vice President
: Wiliam J. D. Jordan, Tressurer— J. Matthew Wolfe, Eeq, Sacretary
Adrian Sectt Fine — Laura Henrich — Charlens Noften — Lisa Rosen

E




%, AIA Philadelphia

A Chapter of The Amerlcan instine of Architacis

26 March 2009

State Representative Dwight Evans
512-E Main Capitol Buiiding

PC Box 202203 : '
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2203

Re; Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia
Dear Representative Evans:

The Historic Preservation Committee of AJA Philadelphia respectfully recuests that you support
Commonwealth funding for the restoration of Philadelphia‘s Boyd Theatre,

We have worked closely with the Friends of the Boyd, the Preservation Afliance for Greater Philadeiphia, and
previous and prospective owners of the building over the last seven years to provide pro-bono architectural
and planning advice. We have researched the building's history and partidpated in public programs on the
social significance of Philadelphia’s maovie palaces, of which the Boyd is the soke survivor.

This spectacular building has captured the public’s imagination and sparked the loudest outcry of any
presarvation controversy in recent memoty. Yet this project is about much more than a sentimental desire for
an old bullding. The restoration effort as currently proposed is but one component of a much larger
developrnent featuring a unigue hotel and meeting facifity. The construction of this project will be 2
significant economic engine, further driving developiment of this area of Chestnut Street which has
languished for too jong. Substantial tax revenues will be generated through wages of those emiployed in its
construction and operation as well from the expenditures of those staying at the hotel and attending its

shows and performances. .

The Boyd is a shovel-ready project deserving of Commonwealth funding. Generations of Pennsylvanians will
be grateful, We hope that you will support this important project. :

Sincerely,
Robert Hotes, AIA Shawn Evans, AlA
Committee Co-Chair Committee Co-Chair

€ John Claypool, Executive Director AlA Phitadelphia
Preservation Alfliance for Greater Philadelphia
Friends of the Boyd, inc.

1218 Arch Street

Philadelphia, Pennuyivania 19107
Chepter Tel.  215.560.3185 ,
Chapter Fax  215,569.9226
wywy.aiaphila.org




Friends of the Boyc'l, inc.

P.O. Box 30628
Phitadelphia, PA 19103

Telephone (215) 587-2070
www.FriendsOf TheBoyd.org

March 24, 2008

State Representative Dwight Evans
512-E Main Capitol Bullding
PO Box 202203 _
Harrisburg, PA 17120
Re: Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia

Dear Representative Evans:

The Friends of the Boyd, Inc. ask that you provide support from the
Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program so that the Boyd Theatre can be restored
to its original Art Deco glamour and reopenad. As citizen activists, in 2002 we
organized to prevent the demoiition of Center City's sole surviving movie palace. Since
then, thousands of our supporters have participated in sidewalk demonstrations,
petitions, film fund raising events, and other activities to ensure that the Boyd survives,

Starting in the 1930s, supporters of our cause fondly recall traveling to the Boyd
for the movies "Wizard of Oz" and "Gone with the Wind.” Jeannette MacDonald,
Charlton Heston, Grace Kelly, and many Hollywood stars aitended movie premieres at
the Boyd. The last world pretniere at the Boyd (then known as the Sameric) was for the
1993 movie “Philadelphia® with Tom Hanks and Denze! Washington.

We believe that the Commonwealith shouid fund the Boyd for the same reasons
_.that alimost every US city and state has helped fund the restoration of at least one
movie palace. They do so t6 préserve History, create jobs and promote-tourism. The
Boyd would heip revitalize Chestnut Street. Suburbanites and tourists would visit |
Phitadelphia to experience svents at the Boyd. If you glance at travel books, almost
 every city has an entry “1920s movie palace, saved from demolition, gorgeously
restored to its original beauty and now hosts many functions.” Thank you for your

assistance.

Sincerely, :

Howard B. Haas, Esq. :
President, Friands of the Boyd, Inc.

.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS :
Howard B. Haas, Esq.; Chalr & President — John Andrew Galery, Vice Chair & Vice Presidant
Willlar J. D. Jordan, Treasurer-— J. Matthew Walls, Esq., Secrstary - '
Adrlan Scoft Fine — Laura Hentich — Charlene Nolten — Lisa Roserr




Philadelphia Building and Constraction
_ Trades Council — AFL-CIO

2761 SOUTHAMPTON ROAD, SUITE 100 » PHILADELPHIA, PA 18154 « (215} 677-8500 » FAX {245) 677-7815

PATRICK B. GBLLESPIE
Businsse Mamagor
PATRICK J. BHOING
SetiretanyTroasurer

March 25, 2009

The Honorable Edward G, Rendell
Governor of Pennsyhvania -

225 Main Capitol Building
Hazrrisburg, P, 20

On behalf of the Philadelphis Building and Construction Trades Couneil, we ask for your support in
granting RACP fimding for ARC Whesler's Boyd Theatre Rehabilitztion and Hote] development praject.

As you are wel) aware, the credit crisis hes impacted now mized-use consirustion projects acrosé the
region. In Philadelphia alone, 1,100 construction jobs were lost from January 2008 to January 2009, according
1o the most recént U.S. Labor Department fgur=s. H you include the Penmsylvanis subwbs, the total jmrps to
b staggering 9,100 jobs lost. ARC Wheeler's plans for the Boyd Theatrs represerit a new “shovel ready” projest
that will creats hundreds of construcfion jebs and generate millions of dollars in tax revenues for the mgion
ARC Wheeler has 4 long track reeerd of working with Philadeiphia’s censtruction unions, resulting in expanded
job growth, new development and coonomic vitelity for the region.

"The Convention Center expansion has created added pressure to develop more hotels and enertsinment
venues around fhe city, Philadelphia convention officialy, holeliers and hospitality experts have toutod o néed
for up to 2500 neww hoted rooms 1o support the spring 2011 rollout of the expanded Convention Center. Due to
the credit crisis, maoy proposed projects have been stalled, resultiog in 8 shortfhll of approximately 2000 rooms
and hundreds of lost job opportunities. ARC Wheeler's plans o create & 250-roorn hotel with restaurants and
retaf) comneeted 1o the Boyd Theatre will increase the supply for néw hotel rooms in Philadelphia and crente 2
one-of-Kind destination for ourcity.

" ARC Whieler’s -propossl - for the-Boyd. Theaire -will - create. much-needed -jobs -and - development .. ..
opporfunities for fiie region end needs your support. The Philadelphia Building and Construction Trades
Council proudly supports this projeot and respectfully requests your approval for ARC Whiceler’s RACP prant

request,
.@ﬁy’
P’A’gi. GILLESPIE
Busiriess Munager
PBO/en
opaiu #32
afl-cia
JAMES BARFORD DERMNIS CREAN MIKEFERA BAKE O'MALLEY JOSEPH SELLERS, IR
: MARTIN CAMPEELL JOHN DOUGHERTY: TOM GALLO, : JOHN PHILLIPS HARRY WILLIAMS

EDWARD CORYELL JOBEPH DOUGHERTY ROBERT HEENAN JOSERH RAPINE, Jft.




PHILADELPHA

wow PitiedolphisliShdrovel
March 26, 2009

‘The Honorable BEdward G. Rendell
Govemnor of Pennsylvania

225 :Main Capitol Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Ed:

The Philadelphia Convention eand Visitors Bureau respectfully requests your support for
ARCWheeler's proposel for RACP ﬁnancmg of the Boyd Theatre Rehabilitation and Hotel
development project.

The restoration of The Boyd Theatre and the development of en adjoining hotel will stimylate
tourism by creating exciting cultursl, entertainment, dining and retail opportunities for
Philedeiphia. The project will also belp revitalize West Chestnut Street and create hundreds of
construction, retail and service jobs and generate millions of dollars in tax revenues for the
‘region. When the Boyd was in its prime, the theatre gamered national publicity and attracted
thousands of tourists who traveled far and wide to experience one of the last standing movie
palaces in the United States. Today, ARCWheeler's proposal to rehsbilitate the theatre and
develop a boutique hotel will create a unique tourist sttraction for the region that will
complement the City’s current cultural and hospitality offerings.

In addition, the Boyd Theatre project will complement the current Convention Center expansion
by creating additional hospitality, entertainment and smaller corporate meeting spaces for
businesses bosting their conventions in Philadelphia. The proposed expansion will create
approximately 2,000 new hospitality-related jobs that will generate more than $150 million and
280,000 additional room nights that will result in $140 million annually To accommodate
travelers, it 1s prOJected the Convention Center will necessitate approximately 2,500 new hotel

destination for conference attendees and tourists alike.

The approval of State funding for The Boyd Theatre is necessary for this important project to
move forward. 'On behalf of the Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau, we support
ARCWheeler's proposal for RACP grant funding and respectfully request your consideration.

Sincerely,

.....

' Tom Muldoon
President :
‘ff‘ﬂﬁn 1700 MarketSiree
§' Suite 300
; Philodeigtic, Ph 1910
‘s% o 215363

- Fox: 215-636-332
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RITTENHOUSE ROW
March 27, 2009 |
The Honorable Edward G. Rende:!l
Governor of Pennsylvania

200 Scuth Broad Street, 11th Floor
Philadelphia PA 19202

Dear Govermor Renueil-

| am wwriting to you on behalf of Rmmhousa Row. As you ¥now, we répresent more then 200
member businesses including thq hotels, restaurants and retali In the area surraunding
Rittanhouse SQuare. .

Rittenhouse Row cnthusiastmlly offers this letter of support for RACP funding for the Boyd

. Theater. The Boyil has been In its heytlay and hopefully will be in the future an important part
of the Philadelphia fabric and most importantly & potantial source of business gene-rat;on inthe
Erester Rntenhouse Square community

Singe the Boyd has been closed, the west end of Chestnut Street has nevar enjoyad the growth
that othér perts of Canter City have experienced. A vibrant theater and hote! project would be
exactly what is needed 1o stlmulm growth in that part of the City, ‘The fact that thls projectis
*shovel ready” in these difficult ﬂmes makes the ‘mvestrn ent aven more sppropriate.

Rittanhousa Row strangly su pports RACP funding for this very dynamic project.

Shoukd you raguire further information from Rittenhouss Row, pham fee! free to contact our
‘ va Director Corie Moskowiat 215.518.5526, S

Joanne Davidaw
Rittenhouse Row
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
' . March 31, 20609
Manuel N, Stamatxids, Chatrman
Founder and CEQ
G NSRS EUSPS®  The Honorable Edward G. Rendell
RobertAsher  (Governor of Pennsylvania '
Harrisburg, PA 17120
David G, Benton
““““n?;“‘m""‘"’“m Dear Governor Rendeil:
Condominiim Resldences
rovertw.Bogie  The Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation is pleased to provide this Jetter
Prsidentand CEO  of support for ARCWheeler's gramt request for RACP funding of the Boyd Theatre
The Phiseiphia Tibure  preservation/rehabilitation and Kimpton Monaco Hotel development project.
Rhonda R. Cohen, Esquire
The Philadelphia tourism market is a tremendous driver of the regional -economy,
Hicholas Deenee  accounting for more than $9 billion in speading, $1.3 billion in federal, state and local
AquaAmenca. e taxes, end more than 88,000 regional jobs anmually. In the past decade, the number of
Honorable Nelsona py | OVETTEHE leisure visitors has increased from 6.5 million to 10.6 million - 4 million more
ofcuses  people hiave stayed overnight - représenting an increase of almost 63 percent.
Cozen O'Conngy
john . Extey, Esquire 1 008Y; urban growth and prosperity are closely tied to the perception of a city as a
pater  culturally rich place to live. Philadelphia’s vast collection of museums, galleries, cultural
ot 11, 87oUPS, and performing arts vennes are just one of the reasons visitors choose to come
here. Plans to preserve the historic Boyd Theatre, as part of a boutique hote] complex,
Pavid L Wm":;' 5;:";; and create 8 muhti-purpose entertainment venue that cen accommodate movie premieres,

Kielnbard Bell 5 Brecker, LLP

David Newhart
General Marger
The Inp at Penn

Honorable johathan H, Rewman

... Chaican and CEQ. .

Hewman Wine and Spirits
Honorable Michasl A. Nutter
hayor

Clty of Philedelphia

Marcha R, Perelman

Pregident

Wwoodforde Energy, Inc.

Fred Shabei, Chairman Emeritus

Vice Chalmman
Comcas) Specacor

Mentlevitz
Presicentand CEO
GPTMC

film screenings and headline acts would enhance Philadelphia’s reputation as a vibrant,
cultaral destination and feature new offerings for tourists and residents alike. :

On behalf of the Greater Philadelphia Tourism Marketing Corporation, I encourage
support of this project which promises to preserve an important landmark and build
excitement with cxpanded hospitality, entertainment, retril and dining options.

Roger Friedman, ARCWheeler
GPTMC Executive Staff

PROMOTING PHILADELPHIA AND THE COUNTRYSIDE®

gophila.com

30 5. 175 Street, Suile 1710 < Phitadelphia, PA19103
phones (715) 599.0776 - fax: (115)599-0773
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TH EATRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY of AMERICA

Sociely Office: Presidant's Address:

152 N York Road , : 147 High Strset

Elmhurst, dinols 80126 Ganeva, New York 14458

§30-782-1800 www.historictheatras,org 315-788-6158 Ebersantani@aol.com
_ , : March 26, 2009

State Representative Dwight Evans

512-E Main Capitol Building

POBox 202203

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2203
Re: Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia -
Dear Representative Evans:

On behalf of the Directors and Members of Theatre Historical Society of America, | write to ask for your support of
ihe Boyd Theatre's request for rehabilitation funds from the Commonwealth of Pennsyivania’s Redevelopment
Capital Assistance Program.

All across America, in cities both large and small, historic movie palaces have recsived state redevelopment aid
for their restoration, and have succassfully revitalized their communities. A faithfully restored theater building
bécomes the economic engine that spurs other ancillary businesses to spring up. ThEIT customers bring fresh
dollars and. renewedenefgy info !he praviously dechmng business district.

As part of our yeany week-long theater tour, THS members visit pumerous such historlc theaters restored with
govemment funding and see first hand the remarkable changes that occur when investment dollars revialize a
dormant theater. This summer THS will hold their theater tour In and around Philadelphia and the Boyd Theater
is the one fandmark that most of our attendees expressed an interest in seeing. It's décor and elegance are
legendary and a clamoring public is eager to experience it again as a restored, functioning public space.

| have personally visited the Boyd Theater and seen for mys@if the magnificent architecfure hidden behind those
locked doors. It would be a crime to allow the interior to be gutted rather than restored to iis original splendor.

In every large city across the United States, an hisforic movie theater has been restored and reopened o great
success. It is shocking that Philadelphia, a city thatonce boasted so many masterpiecas, has not done the
same. The opportunity éxists within the walls of the Boyd Theater.

Again, | reiterate our wholehearted support for the Bbyd Theatre to receive rehabilitation funds from the
Commonwealth of Permisylvanla’s Redevelopment Capitat Assistance Program. Please feelfree to call on me if
can offer addstional assistance fo this request orif THS can be of assnstanoe in any way.

Withi best regards A

4‘{%&%’5‘ Y “’W‘"

Karen Colizzl Noonan, President




THEATRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY Of AMERICA

Soclety Office: .o Presldenl's Address:

152 N York Road . 147 High Street

Elmhiirst, inois 60126 ) Geneva, New York 14456

B30-782-1800 www.hiskricthealres.org ‘ 315.788-61568 Ebersonian1@aol.com
March 26, 2009 '

The Hororable Edward G. Rendell
Govemor, Commonweatth of Pennsylvania
225 Main Capitol Bulding

Harrisburg PA 17120

Re: Boyd Theatre, Philadelphia

Dear Governor Rendel!:

On behalf of the Dirsctors and Members of Theatre Historical Soclety of America, | write o ask for your support of
the Boyd Theatre’s request for rehabilitation funds from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's Redevelopment

Capital Assistance Program,

All across America, in cities both large and small, historic movie palaces have received state redevelopment aid
for their restoration, and have successhully revitalized their communities. A faithfully restored theater building
becomes the economic engine that spurs other ancillary businesses o spring up. Their customers bring fresh
doflars and renewad energy into the previously declining business district.

As part of our yearly week-long theater four, THS members visit numerous such historic thealers resfored with
govemment funding and see first hand the remarkable changes that occur when investment dollars revitalize a
dormant theater. This summer THS will hold thelr theater tour in and around Philadelphiz and the Boyd Thealer
is the one landmark that most of our atiendess expressed an interest in seeing. |¥'s décor and elegance are
legendary and a clamoring public is eager to experience it again as a restored, functioning public space.

-V have personally visited the Boyd Theater and seen for myself the magnificent architecture hiddan behind those -
locked doors. it would be-a crime 1o allow the inferior to be gutted rather than restored fo its original splendor.

in gvery large city across the United States, an historic movie theater has been restored and reopened fo great
success. Itis shocking that Philadelphia, a city that once boasted so many masterpieces, hasnotdone the
same. The opportunity exists within the walls of the Boyd Theater.

Again, | relterate our wholehearted support for the Boyd Theatre to receive rehabilitation funds from the
Commonwealih of Pennsylvania's Redevelopment Capiial Assistance Program. Please feel free o call on me if |
can offer additionai assistance to this request or f THS can be of assistance in any way.

With best regards,

Karen Colizzi Noonan, President




Dde:

T am adding my support for ARCWheeler's grant request for RACP funding of the Boyd
Theatre rehabilitation and Kimpton Monaco Hotel development project.

The Boyd Theatre was once & vital neighbor of Rittenhouse Square. The 2500 seat Art
Deco movie house was home to many first-run movies and film premieres, atiracting
thousands of tourists, stars, cinema fans and businesses to the area. Just one block from
Rittenhouse Square, in the 1900 block of Chestnut Street, the now-shuttered theatre :
serves as a sad reminder of the block’s decline. ARCWheeler's plans to revitalize the
theaueandexpmdmeb%ockmlladdbustlmgreta;Lrestauramsandbmnesseszoﬁh
Chestnut Street,

The project will entail 2 historic rehabilitation of the theatre, development of a Kimpton
Hotel that allows for a variety of business and entertainment options, and the
development of two restaurants, The consiruction and eventual completion of the Boyd
Theatre project will breathe new life into the neighborhood by creating exciting cultural,
cnmnmcn!,dmmgmdshoppmgoppomuﬁues. The project will create hundreds of
jobs in the construction, retail and service sectors, and generate millions of dollars in tax
revenues for the region. ARCWheeler's plan will create an entirely unique entertainment
venue in Philadelphia that complements both the proposed sxpansion of the Convention
Cenfer and current entertainment options along the Avenue of the Arts,

The benefits of ARCWheeler's plan are obvious, The proposal has already received
unanimous support from the Phitadelphia Planning Commission, Philadelphia Historical
Commission, Philadeiphia Zoning Board, and Center City Residents Association.
Preservation groups such as the Friends of the Boyd and the Preservation Alliance,
ARCWheeler's non-profit partner, have also expressed their support of the Boyd

proposal.

1 urge you to approve the much needed public RACP financing for the Boyd Theatre
rehabilitation and hotel development project.

Sincerely,

Wendy Rosan,fé

President

Friends of Rittenhouse Square
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April 3, 2009
Dwight Evana, MnjontyChmr
House Appropriations Committes
Main Capitol Building
Herrisborg, PA 17120
Dear Representative Evans:

~ The Boyd Theater is Philadelphia's last remaining movie palace, a unique Art Deco theater that still

retains its original historic character in spite of years of vacancy.

An imaginative plan has been developed by ARC Wheeler to restore the theater as an entertainment
facility linked to 8 film-themed oriented hotel. The first phase of the project will be the restoration of the
thester, an spproximately $37 million project.

Financing for the theater restoration is nearly complete with funding from historic preservation tax
credits, New Market Tax Credits, a wion pension fimd loan and other sources. However the restotation
of the theater is not feasible without some level of public finding. Mayor Nutter bas agreed to the
allocation of Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program finds to the project, as has Governor Rendell,
Approximately $2 million is needed from the House allocation of RACP funds,

We need your help if this exciting and innovative project is to succeed. Pleass include the Boyd Theater

;. in your recommendations for RACP spending. Iwill be awey from Aptil 7th muti] April 20th. After that

I would be most happy to speak to you about this important project at your copvenience,

Rabette Josephs

cc; John Gallery, Executive Director of the Preservation Society
Howard Hass, President, Friends of the Boyd, Inc.
Hal Wheeler, ARC Wheeler
Vivian Seltzer, CCRA President
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