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The Philadelphia Immunization Program 
is pleased to announce the launch of 
the new web-based KIDS Immunization 
Registry.  This new and improved registry, 
KIDS 1.0, is now available for providers to 
access on the Internet through a secure 
web page. The KIDS Registry staff will be 
contacting all KIDS-enrolled providers to 
set up a KIDS 1.0 training session, user-
names, and passwords.

The Kids Immunization Database/Track-
ing System (KIDS) was designed to con-
tain accurate and complete immuniza-
tion histories for all preschool children 
in Philadelphia, regardless of where they 
receive medical care.  The Registry offers a 
mechanism for providers to easily deter-
mine which vaccinations are due based 
upon the most current recommended 
schedule and the patient’s immunization 
history.

Over 40 percent of children in Philadel-
phia receive care from more than one 
provider before they are 2 years old.  How 
many times has a child come into your of-
fice for the first time with no record of their 
immunization history? KIDS 1.0 can help 
you find immunization histories for your 
new patients as well as current patients 
who may have received shots elsewhere.

The KIDS Registry is populated with birth 
data received from the Pennsylvania State 
Office of Vital Statistics.  All children with 
an address in Philadelphia are entered 
into the registry within, approximately, 4 
weeks of their birth.  

By order of the Philadelphia Board of 
Health, Section 6-210, all immunizations 
administered to children zero through six 
years of age must be reported to the KIDS 
Registry.  The Immunization Program en-
courages providers to report to the KIDS 
Registry at least once a month.  See page 
2 for more on reporting to KIDS.

KIDS 1.0 Security
KIDS 1.0 is protected through SSL en-
cryption, and only authorized users are 
given access to the system. SSL stands 
for Secure Sockets Layer, a protocol devel-
oped by Netscape for transmitting private 
documents over the Internet.  SSL uses a 
cryptographic system that uses two keys 
to encrypt data – a public key known to 
everyone, and a private, or secret key 
known only to the recipient of the mes-
sage.  Both Netscape Navigator® and In-
ternet Explorer® support SSL, and many 
websites use SSL to obtain confidential 
user information such as credit cards 
numbers.  Web addresses that require SSL 
typically begin with https instead of http.

KIDS 1.0 is 100% HIPAA compliant
The KIDS Registry has developed a com-
prehensive confidentiality policy that 
must be adhered to by ALL authorized 
users.  Everyone who requests access to 
KIDS 1.0 must read, agree to, and sign the 
KIDS Registry confidentiality statement 
which specifies how personal health in-
formation may be used by providers.  
Access to information for children not 
assigned to your practice will be limited.  
Immunization histories may be viewed 
for all patients, but personal information 
(addresses, phone numbers, insurance in-
formation, etc) will be unavailable for pa-
tients assigned to other providers.

Providers across Philadelphia can now access more than 4 million 
immunizations for over 380,000 children in the KIDS Registry

KIDS 1.0 Highlights
Access to the new web-based KIDS 
Registry will offer a rich set of useful 
tools for improving immunization 
practices in your office:

Search for patient immunization 
histories using multiple criteria 
and intelligent matching

Built-in recommendations to show 
which immunizations are due

Printable school immunization 
records

Printable vaccine history records

Online access to the recom-
mended childhood immunization 
schedule 

Quick access to patient-specific 
adverse reactions and vaccine 
contraindications

Printable VAERS forms

Reminder/Recall functions to im-
prove patient compliance and UTD 
rates Coming soon!

Up-to-date reports that calculate 
immunization coverage rates for 
your practice Coming soon!

Missing immunization lists, mail-
ing labels, and postcards to iden-
tify and contact children who are 
behind in their immunizations
Coming soon!

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8

8



   
Philadelphia Department of Public Health   -   Division of Disease Control   -   Immunization Program
                   500 South Broad Street,   Philadelphia  PA  19146             

Using the Registry At Patient Encounter:
The KIDS Registry can help all providers prevent missed opportunities, avoid over 
vaccination, and keep their patients UTD.  Whether you have access to the internet or 
not, there is a way to integrate the KIDS Registry into your practice.

If your practice has internet access:  When pulling a patient’s chart prior to the visit, 
make sure to print out the KIDS Registry routing slip for that child and place it in their 
chart for quick and easy reference.  The slip contains the patient’s name, KIDS ID# and 
medical record # (if included in data reported to the registry), a complete immuniza-
tion history, as well as a list of all immunizations that are due and could be given that 
day.  Also included on the routing slip are any known adverse events, risk factors, and 
exemptions.

If your practice has internet access in the exam room: Search for the patient in 
KIDS 1.0  during the encounter and pull up a complete immunization history.  Along 
with the history will be a complete list of recommended immunizations that can be 
given that day.

If your practice does not have internet access: Request complete patient immuni-
zation histories over the phone or via fax  by contacting the KIDS Helpline at 215-685-
6784, Monday-Friday: 8:30 am to 5pm.
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KIDS Reporting: 
Where does the data come from?
Almost all immunizations reported to the 
KIDS Registry are submitted in an elec-
tronic format.  Providers send flat text files, 
database files, or MSAccess® files, and the 
KIDS Registry interprets the data and im-
ports it into the Registry quickly and easily.  
Unfortunately, only 30 percent of Philadel-
phia providers submit data electronically.  
The remaining 70 percent of providers 
either send encounter forms, or complete 
KIDS Reporting Logs, which are mailed to 
the Registry and manually keyed by data 
entry staff.  This process is not only slower 
and more labor intensive, it is also subject 
to human error and, therefore, may result 
in incorrect information in the Registry.

Electronic Reporting
Whether your practice uses a patient 
management system, billing system, or 
any form of computing system (includ-
ing spreadsheets or MSAccess®), the KIDS 
Registry staff can work with you to set up 
a monthly download of required immuni-
zation information for submission.  Along 
with KIDS 1.0, we are also introducing a 
new Web File Repository where you can 
transfer files over a secure connection 
right to the registry.  It has never been 
easier to submit data to the KIDS Reg-
istry and we are eager to work with you 
to make the reporting process as easy as 
possible.  

Paper Reporting
NEW KIDS REPORTING FORMS
If your practice is unable to transition to 
an electronic reporting system, paper 
forms can be submitted using the new 
KIDS Reporting Form.  This form has been 
designed to scan immunization data di-
rectly into an electronic database man-
aged by the Immunization Program.  This 
new scanning technology will decrease 
the time needed to get immunizations 
entered into the Registry and improve the 
accuracy of the information in KIDS.  

Beginning in October 2006, we will tran-
sition to this new form in select provider 
offices.  After the scannable form has 
been fully implemented, encounter forms 
will not be accepted.  If you would like to 
begin using this new form in your prac-
tice now, or if you would like assistance 
to begin reporting electronically, please 
contact Lanre Akinola at 215-685-6830 or 
send an email to KidsRegistry@phila.gov.

Missed opportunities to ask about and provide 
immunizations can account for as much as 60 percent 
of underimmunization
By checking the KIDS Registry before each patient encounter,  providers can 
prevent missed opportunities for vaccination

Opting Out of KIDS
Parents have the option to refuse to 
share their children’s information with 
the KIDS Registry.  While we encourage 
registry participation, we understand 
that some parents may be unwilling 
to share their child’s immunization his-
tory.  

The Immunization Program sends a 
“Welcome Baby” postcard to all parents 
upon receiving information about their 
child’s birth.  The postcard reminds par-
ents about the importance of immuni-
zations and explains the KIDS Registry 
program.

The postcard encourages parents to 
call the KIDS Registry staff if they have 
questions about the Registry or want 
to remove their child’s immunization 
history from the database. Parents are 
made aware that we must maintain a 
child record in order to comply with 
their request, but the child’s informa-
tion will not be shared with providers 
or schools.  

More on the NEW KIDS Immunization Registry

It’s Flu Season: Please 
report flu shots to KIDS
All flu doses administered to children 
< 7 years of age must be reported to 
the KIDS Registry.  During this year’s flu 
season, a prompt for flu vaccination will 
show in the Registry’s recommendation 
box for patients 6-59 months in accor-
dance with the ACIP recommendation. 
KIDS will not recommend vaccination for 
high-risk children >59 months as there is 
no information in the registry to identify a 
high-risk child.  Providers are encouraged 
to review the patient’s chart to determine 
if the patient is at high risk for influenza.

The ACIP recommends that children <9 
years of age with no history of flu vacci-
nation receive 2 doses of flu vaccine this  
season.  KIDS will recommend 2 doses of 
flu vaccine for any child with no history 
of flu vaccination. If your site has not re-
ported flu shots in the past, the recom-
mendation may be incorrect this season.  
To ensure this recommendation is correct 
in future flu seasons, please make sure all 
flu doses administered are reported.
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FLU Vaccine

VFC NEWS
The Philadelphia Vaccines For Children 
(VFC) Program issued a Special Delivery 
on August 14, 2006 with important an-
nouncements on Rotavirus vaccine avail-
ability, Tdap eligibility expansion, and 
Hepatitis A eligibility expansion. Please 
refer to the Special Delivery for complete 
information on these updates.  A copy 
of the Special Delivery can be found at:  
www.phila.gov/health/units/ddc/VFC_
Program.html

VFC Supplied Vaccine Chart
The VFC Program has developed the 
“Philadelphia VFC Supplied Vaccine” chart 
for all VFC providers. This chart lists all 
vaccines supplied by the Philadelphia 
VFC Program, including a detailed list of 
VFC covered children and corresponding 
conditions or criteria that should be con-
sidered when determining who should 
receive VFC vaccines. The VFC Supplied 
Vaccine chart was designed to serve as 
a tool for providers. Providers should re-
fer to the chart when determining how 
much vaccine to order. The VFC Program 
will update the chart as new vaccines 
and/or new vaccine recommendations 
are introduced to the VFC Program.  If you 
need a copy of the VFC chart, please send 
an email to veronica.alvarez@phila.gov .

2nd Dose Varicella/MMRV
On June 29, 2006, the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (ACIP) voted 
to recommend a routine second dose of 
varicella (chickenpox) vaccine for children 
aged 4 to 6 years. In response to ACIP’s 
recommendation for a second dose of 
Varicella, the Philadelphia VFC Program is 
releasing MMRV vaccine (Measles, Mumps, 
Rubella, and Varicella) in late fall 2006.  

The Philadelphia VFC Program will offer 
MMRV in place of MMR and Varicella for 
routine vaccination of Measles, Mumps, 
Rubella, and Varicella at 12-18 months for 
dose 1 and 4-6 years for dose 2. Providers 
will be able to order small quantities of 
MMR vaccine and Varicella vaccine until 
the routine use of MMRV is in place for all 
children. Detailed information about the 
MMRV, MMR, and Varicella recommenda-
tions and instructions for ordering will be 
sent to providers in late fall.

ProQuad® (Merck), the only available 
MMRV vaccine is a frozen vaccine and 
should be stored frozen at an average 
temperature of 5°F (-15°C) or colder. Any 
freezer (eg, chest, frost-free) that reliably 
maintains an average temperature of 5°F 
or colder and has a separate sealed freezer 
door is acceptable for storing ProQuad®.

The MMRV vaccine will replace the 
Varivax® stock that is currently kept in 
your freezer, however the recommenda-
tion for a second dose of Varicella will re-
quire that the vaccine stock in your freez-
er double. VFC would like to know if there 
are providers who will not be able to ac-
commodate the transition to MMRV due 
to limited freezer space. If you are such a 
provider, please notify Donovan Robinson 
at 215-685-6838.

HPV Vaccine Recommended
On June 29, 2006, the ACIP voted to rec-
ommend a 3-dose series of human pap-
illomavirus (HPV) vaccine be routinely 
given to 11 and 12 year old girls. Accord-
ing to the recommendations, the vaccine 
series may be given to girls as young as 
9 years, and may also be administered to 
girls and women up to 26 years of age. The 
ACIP passed a VFC resolution, adding HPV 
vaccine to the VFC program.  The Philadel-
phia VFC program plans to release HPV 
vaccine to providers in late 2006/early 
2007. Eligibility criteria for the VFC vaccine 
will be established at that time.

For more information on the new HPV 
vaccine, and the new HPV VIS statement, 
visit the CDC’s HPV page: 
www.cdc.gov/nip/vaccine/hpv/

VFC Updates

The Philadelphia VFC Program is prepar-
ing for Flu Season 06-07!  According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC),  flu vaccine manufacturers 
are operating on target for this year’s flu 
supply.  As of the printing of this newslet-
ter, vaccine production is on schedule. 

How and when to order Flu vaccine?
The Philadelphia VFC Program sent out a 
Health Advisory/Special Delivery in mid-
September with a copy of the NEW Influ-
enza Order Form and exact instructions 
on how to submit your order.  

Which flu vaccines are available?
For the 06-07 flu season, the Philadelphia 
VFC Program has ordered flu vaccine from 
the pharmaceutical companies shown in 
Table 1.

This year, the Philadelphia VFC Program is 
making FluMist®, the nasal spray vaccine, 
available for the following groups: 

Manufacturer Vaccine Formulation Thimerosal 
Preservative

Age 
Indication

Sanofi Pasteur, 
Inc.

Fluzone® 
Inactivated TIV

Multi-dose vial Yes >6 months

Single-dose 
pre-filled .25mL 
syringe

None 6-35 months

MedImmune 
Vaccines, Inc.

FluMist® LAIV Single-dose 
sprayer

None 5-49 years (healthy 
persons only)

Healthy children and adolescents 5-18 
years who are household contacts of 
children 0-59 months and/or persons 
at high risk for complications from 
influenza.*

Other healthy children and adoles-
cents 5-18 years who wish to reduce 
the likelihood of becoming ill with 
influenza.*

*Household contacts of severely immu-
nocompromised individuals (e.g., patients 
with hematopoietic stem cell transplants) 
should not be vaccinated with FluMist®, 
but should receive inactivated influenza 
vaccine if age > 6 months.

If your office is interested in ordering 
FluMist® for eligible VFC children, please  
complete the Flu Order Form (enclosed) 
and provide an estimate of how many 
doses of FluMist® your office would like to 
order this season.   

Other Flu Season Tips:
- Update your flu VIS statements; the most 
recent versions are dated 6/30/06!

-  For VIS statements in languages other 
than English, visit: www.immunize.org

- Visit the CDC’s Flu Gallery for posters and 
patient education materials: www.cdc.
gov/flu/professionals/flugallery/

Table 1
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Immunization Program 
Contacts:

Immunization Program Manager:
Andrew Chilkatowsky  (215) 685-6835

Medical Director: 
Dr. Barbara Watson (215) 685-6842

VFC Coordinator: 
Veronica Alvarez (215) 685-6498

VFC-AFIX Visits: 
Lisa Morgan (215) 685-6872

KIDS Registry Coordinator:  
Michael Eberhart (215) 685-6784

KIDS Registry Helpline:  (215) 685-6784

Adult Immunization Program: 
Jim Sweeney, BSN (215) 685-6466

Immunization Outreach Programs: 
Abbey Mahady (215) 685-6854

Perinatal Hepatitis B Program:
Bruce Barlow, RN (215) 685-6853
 
Varicella Surveillance Project: 
Mia Renwick (215) 685-6833

For general information on the 
Immunization Program, please call:
(215) 685-6748
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The Immunization Program hosted the 
inaugural meeting of the Philadelphia Im-
munization Provider Work Group (IPWG) 
on July 19, 2006.   The Work Group was as-
sembled to serve as an advisory body for 
the Immunization Program.

The Immunization Provider Work Group 
consists of office and clinical staff from 
both small and large VFC provider offices.  
Members have committed to a two-year 
term on the Work Group and will partici-
pate in quarterly meetings with Immuni-
zation Program staff.

At the first meeting, the Work Group par-
ticipants discussed:

•    The new web-based KIDS Registry
•    The accelerated immunization      
     schedule
•    VFC ordering procedures
•    Flu Vaccine
•    New immunization education
     opportunities for providers and   
     medical assistants

Current members of the Work Group 
include: 

•    Barbara Black, RN, Einstein Pediatrics

•    Cheryl Hausman, MD, CHOP University City

•    Louise Holmes, Pizzica Pediatrics

•    Peggy Laigaie, RN, CHOP University City

•    Lynn McLeary, RN, Premier Pediatrics

•    Tracey Speers-Keller, RN, Health Center 10

•    Pamela Thomas, RN, St. Chris Ambulatory

•    Karen Yang, Covenant House Health Center

If you are a Philadelphia VFC Provider and 
are interested in participating on the Im-
munization Program Work Group, please 
call Veronica Alvarez, VFC Coordinator, at 
215-685-6498.

Immunization Program Hosts First 
Immunization Provider Work Group Meeting

Teenu Cherian has joined the Immuni-
zation Program as a Research Assistant 
for the Varicella Active Surveillance 
(VASP) Program.  Teenu has a BA in An-
thropology and interned with the Im-
munization Program this summer.

WELCOME...

Up To Date Rates: VFC Registry Assessments

The Philadelphia VFC Program integrates 
a calculation of immunization coverage 
levels into each provider’s annual VFC vis-
it.  Most providers overestimate the per-
centage of children in their practice who 
are up-to-date (UTD) for immunizations.  
By calculating practice-level coverage 
rates for each provider, the VFC Program 
can help identify barriers to high  immu-
nization coverage and work with provid-
ers on improvement options.

What is VFC looking for?
When conducting UTD assessments, the 
VFC Program looks at UTD status at 24 
months for active patients 24-35 months 
of age.  VFC looks for the following vac-
cines: 4 doses of DTaP, 3 doses of IPV, 1 
dose of MMR, 3 doses of HIB, 2 doses of 
Hepatitis B (birth dose is assumed), and 1 
dose of Varicella.

Active patients are defined as children 
who have more than one immunization 
visit reported to the KIDS registry by the 
provider being assessed. Children who 
have moved or gone elsewhere, are lost to 
follow-up, have exemptions as reported 
to the KIDS registry or by the provider are 
excluded from the registry assessment. 

Providers with less than 10 active patients 
will not receive a coverage rate, but a VFC 
representative will discuss the UTD status 
of individual patients 24-35 months.

In 2006, the VFC Program began utiliz-
ing the KIDS Registry to calculate cov-
erage rates, opposed to chart reviews.  
For providers with ≥ 10 active patients 
24-35 months of age, an annual registry 
assessments is conducted.   

Is the Registry data accurate?
The data in the KIDS Registry undergoes 
numerous quality checks, however it is 
only as good as the data that is reported 
by the provider.  The Immunization Pro-
gram manages a Provider-Based Outreach 
(PBO) initiative to assess charts of children 
who, according to the KIDS registry, are 
not up-to-date for their age-appropriate 
immunizations.  PBO is conducted on a 
regular basis at VFC sites serving large 
patient populations to ensure the data 
in the registry is accurate and complete.  
Registry assessments are only conducted 
immediately following a PBO visit or a 
missing immunization list review.

Providers who do not receive ongoing 
chart review visits will have the op-
portunity to review the list of patients 
who, according to the registry, are miss-
ing immunizations prior to the assess-
ment. Providers can then send the VFC 
representative an updated immuniza-
tion history for these patients and the 
assessment will be performed with the 
updated data.  

The new web-based KIDS Registry 
will allow providers to generate their 
own immunization coverage level re-
ports.  This new feature allows provid-
ers to track their increases in immuniza-
tion coverage rates by running a simple 
report.  The Registry will also allow pro-
viders to generate a list of  patients who 
are not up to date for their age-appro-
priate immunizations.

DID YOU  KNOW?
The Philadelphia KIDS 
Registry is one of the largest 
and most complete immuniza-
tion registries in the country.


