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Proposed Regulation of the Board of Health Concerning:   
Outdoor Feeding 

 
 SECTION 1.  No person, group, or organization shall engage in Outdoor Feeding, except 
as provided in Sections 2 and 3.  For purposes of this regulation, “Outdoor Feeding” means the 
distribution of food free of charge to the public, in groups of three or more people, on any public 
highway, on any public sidewalk, or in any outdoor public place; except that “Outdoor Feeding” 
shall not include the distribution of food as part of a special event recognized by the Managing 
Director’s Office pursuant to the Mayor’s Special Event Policy or a permit of the Department of 
Parks and Recreation; a special event sponsored by a City agency; or the distribution of pre-
packaged food as part of a time-limited promotional campaign by a commercial entity.   
 

SECTION 2.  Any person, group, or organization engaging in outdoor feeding is 
required to obtain an annual Outdoor Feeding Permit in advance from the Department of 
Public Health.  The Department shall issue a permit to any person, group, or organization 
who submits all of the following on a form acceptable to the Department: 

 
 (a) The name, address, phone number and (if available) e-mail address of the 

applicant and a contact person. 
 
 (b)  The place (identified by street and cross-street), day(s) and time(s) at 

which the applicant will distribute food to the public, and the menu items to be distributed.  
Issuance of the permit shall not constitute approval of the location by the Department. 

 
 (c) The name of a person who will be on-site during any feeding and who has 

been certified by the Department as having completed an approved food handling course. 
 
 (d) The name and address of an approved facility where the food will be 

prepared.  A facility shall be considered approved if it has been determined by the 
Department to be in compliance with Sections 46.501 to 46.731 of Department’s Regulations 
Governing Food Establishments or has been determined by another county’s public health 
officials to be in compliance with comparable food safety regulations. 

 
SECTION 3.  No person, group, or organization shall engage in outdoor feeding 

unless: 
 
 (a) The person, group or organization responsible for the operation posts 

prominently at the feeding site during all hours of operation an Outdoor Feeding Permit 
provided by the Department. 

 
 (b) The feeding activity takes place at a day, time and place identified 

pursuant to Section 2(b) above, the location is not otherwise a prohibited location under 
applicable law, and food distribution is limited to the menu items identified therewith. 
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 (c) The person identified pursuant to Section 2(c) above is on-site at all times 
during feeding activity and has completed the Department-approved food handling course. 

 
 (d) All food is prepared at the facility identified pursuant to Section 2(d) 

above and such facility retains its Public Health approval. 
 

  (e) No person involved in the preparation, serving or distribution of food 
engages in any bare hand contact with any ready-to-eat food. 
 
  (f) Temporary hand washing is available at the feeding site, except that, where 
only pre-packaged food is handled or distributed, hand wipes or hand sanitizer shall be 
sufficient. 
. 
  (g) All persons involved in the preparation, serving or distribution of food 
properly washes their hands prior to food handling and between glove changes. 
 
  (h) All foods are completely protected from contamination during 
transportation,  preparation, display, and service.  
 
  (i) All food is transported and served at the proper temperature. 
 

SECTION 3.  This regulation shall be effective upon declaration by the Health 
Commissioner, posted on the Department’s website, that the necessary training classes and 
approval processes have been available for a reasonably sufficient time to allow compliance. 
 
 
Dated:  _______________________  Approved:  __________________________ 
        President, Board of Health 
 
 
 
 
 
 


