Get Healthy Philly Initiative: Tobacco Smoking Ban in

Department of Public Health

City-Owned Outdoor Areas of Recreational Facilities
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The Philadelphia Department of Public Health (PDPH) recently launched the Get Healthy Philly Initiative
to improve the health and well-being of Philadelphians through policy, systems and environmental
change. Immediate action is necessary to address the increasingly dangerous public health threat and
environmental side effects caused by cigarette use. Through this initiative, Philadelphia will extend the
Clean Indoor Air smoking ban to City-owned recreational facilities. This ban will reduce the prevalence
of smoking in our community and the harms of secondhand and third hand smoke inflicted on youth and
adults who play and use these areas. The Philadelphia Department of Public Health (PDPH), through the
Get Healthy Philly Initiative, will work with the Mayor and the Department of Parks and Recreation to
implement this ban. Banning smoking in recreational facilities will help create a smoke-free environment
in the City.

The Challenge
% Outdoor smoking is a public nuisance, and it is both an acute and chronic health hazard to some
individuals.

++» During smoking, outdoor tobacco smoke exposure levels may be as high as secondhand smoke
indoors, especially for those who are near smokers.™

Smoking in public recreational facilities is a costly public nuisance. Itis a common habit of
smokers to discard cigarette butts and packages on City streets, sidewalks, parks, and other
public areas. The City does not have the resources to remove the excessive amount of litter
created by smokers.

The Action Plan
A smoking ban will be enacted by Executive Order for all City-owned outdoor areas of
recreational facilities.

PDPH will work with the Mayor and Parks and Recreation to determine the precise language of
the ban (including any applicable fines or penalties) and to determine how to implement and
enforce an outdoor ban.

PDPH is consulting with other large cities that have already adopted a similar ban (e.g., San
Francisco, City and County of Los Angeles, San Diego) to learn how these cities have
implemented and enforced their bans.

PDPH has reviewed the laws and regulations in other cities to assist in drafting an outdoor ban
specific to Philadelphia.
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