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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH  

 
Thursday, February 10, 2011 

 
A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, February 10, 2011, 
in the Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, Room 1450  
 
Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; MD; Marla J. Gold, MD; Shannon P. 
Marquez, MEng.PhD; Susan Schewel, CRNP, PhD; Donald F. Schwarz, MD, MPH; 
Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc 
 
Attendees:  Lenore Asbel, MD; Jane Baker; Kathleen Brady; Marcello Fernandez-Vina;  
Kay Graham; Giridhar Mallya, MD, MSHP; Jeff Moran; Ann Ricksecker; Melinda 
Salmon; Don Sapatkin; Elaine M. Strunk; Coleman Terrell; Kevin Vaughan 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS   
 
Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called this special meeting of 
the Board to order at 5:45 PM, for the purpose of discussing a draft of a plan to reduce 
the risk of sexually transmitted disease among adolescent.  He introduced Dr. Caroline 
Johnson, director of the Division of Disease Control to present the plan. 
 
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH  
 
Dr. Johnson provided the Board with copies of the finalist entries in department’s 
condom design contest (Attachment A), encouraging all to vote for a winning design at 
http://www.stdphilly.org.  
 
She also distributed a copy of the Plan for the Reduction of Adolescent Sexually 
Transmitted Disease and a timeline for the plan (Attachment B).  She reviewed with the 
Board the topic areas outlined in the plan and answered questions. 
 
Dr. Johnson noted that some regulatory changes suggested in the plan might require 
action by the state legislature, and are not necessarily measures that could be promulgated 
by the Board of Health. 
 
She presented the Board with data indicating that teens with multiple STD’s are at higher 
risk for HIV infection (Attachment C), and information about the “Sister to Sister” 
intervention strategy targeting African-American females (Attachment D). 
 
Dr. Johnson said that the first elements of the plan would be launched a news conference 
in April during Public Health Week. 
 
Dr. Sharrar asked if the department is in discussions with the School District.  Dr. 
Schwarz reported that informal discussions are taking place at a high level. 
 
Dr. Schwarz thanked the Board. He adjourned the meeting at 6:55 PM.  


