
                                               PUBLIC HEALTH LABORATORY
                       WORK FLOW AND TURN-AROUND-TIME FOR LABORATORY TESTING
             (Note:   Test list is not comprehensive.  Occasionally turn-around-time may vary due to unusual circumstances.)

CHEMISTRY

General 
Chemistry

Special 
Chemistry

     CLINICAL
  MICROSCOPY

Hematology
  

Urinalysis
Coagulation

MICROBIOLOGY IMMUNOLOGY

Cultures

Rabies, Rubella,
Syph, serology

Day 1 
Receive

Process Stats Recd. 
By 3:00 pm

Day 2

Process all 
samples. 

Results available 
from day 2.

Day 1 

Specimens received

Day 2 
Process samples.

A1C testing 
performed every 

other day.

Lead testing 
performed every 

other day

Results available  
from day 2 to day 3.

Day 1
Process all samples 

Day 2
Perform Manual diffs.

Report all results

Results available on 
day 2.

Day 1

Perform all 
testing. 

Results available  
on day 1.

STAT/HYPER CRITICALS:           ARE PRINTED/FAXED & CALLED 
CRITICAL REPORTS:                    ARE PRINTED/FAXED

Day 1
Plate and/or incubate all 

cultures.

Day 2
Read all cultures.  

Set up sensitivities on 
positive cultures.

Day 3
Final reports on most 

routine cultures, 

TB & Mycology may take 2 
to 6 weeks.

Depending upon the result 
most reports should be 

available from day 2 to 3.

Day 1
Log specimens.

 Day 2
Perform testing

Day 3 - 5:  
Confirmatory 

Testing


