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Healthy Communities Model

Adopt plans and 
policies affecting 

the built 
environment

Create 
opportunities for 

living healthy

People become 
more physically 

active, eat 
healthier

Decrease rates 
of chronic 

disease; reduce 
health 

disparities 
across 

geographies 
and 

demographics

PCPC – develop plans, oversee 
implementation

Get Healthy Philly – inform 
plan development



Presentation Outline

• Philadelphia City Planning Commission (PCPC)

• PCPC Staff (Planning Department)

• PCPC Tools
– Comp Plan, Capital Budget, Zoning Code

• Plan Implementation

• Healthy Communities



Planning Commission
Mission and Tools

– Comprehensive Plan

– Recommended Capital Budget

– Proposed zoning ordinances, maps, and amendments

– Approval of plans for streets and regulations for subdivisions

– Recommendations to the Mayor and City Council concerning 
acquisition and disposition of real estate

Mission:  “Guide the orderly growth and development of the 
City of Philadelphia”, with . . . 



Planning Commission 
Sample meeting agenda

• 1. Approval of the Minutes of the January 20, 2015 meeting.

• 2. Executive Director's Update.

• 3.  Staff Presentation: Philadelphia2035 River Wards District Plan Update

• 4.  Action Item: ZBA construction of a 113 residential unit, mixed-use development at 2401 Washington 
Avenue 

• 5.  Institutional (SP-INS) Master Plan Amendments

• 6.  University of Pennsylvania: To construct two additions to the “Mellon Building,” at 133 South 36th 
Street 

• 7.  Temple University: To add the former William Penn High School, Edberg Olson Hall, and a proposed 
new library the campus Master Plan.

• 8.  Action Item: Zoning Bill. Amend the Zoning Code to add an “Urban Experiential Display Overlay Control 
District (Introduced by Councilmember Squilla)

• 9.  Action Item: Zoning Bill. …remapping an area …

• 10. Action Item: Zoning Bill … remapping an area …

• 11. Action Item: Zoning Bill … amend the Philadelphia Admin Code to exempt mobile food vendors from 
zoning permit requirements when operating on private property (Introduced by Councilmember Squilla)

• 12. Action Item: Streets Bill …authorizing the University of Pennsylvania to construct . . . a temporary 
pedestrian bridge. . . 



PCPC Staff
Organization

Some Key Programs and Initiatives:  transportation planning, zoning 
legislation, Citizens Planning Institute,  Land Bank Strategic Plan, 
Registering Community Organizations, Healthy Communities

Community Planning

Development Planning

Policy & Analysis

Urban Design

GIS

Alan Greenberger, 
Deputy Mayor of Economic Development



PCPC Tools
Philadelphia2035 (Comprehensive Plan)

• Citywide Vision 
– A 25-year vision for the City’s physical growth

– Communicated through a set of goals, objectives, and general 
strategies

• 18 District Plans
– Individual, 10 – 15 year plans for each geographic District

– Consider the strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities in the District 
to implement the plan locally and advance the Citywide Vision









PCPC Tools 
Capital Budget

Departments Requesting Funds

• Art Museum

• Aviation

• Commerce

• Finance 

• Fire

• Fleet Mgmt

• Free Library

• Health

• Human Services

• Managing Director’s Office 

• Office of Supportive Housing 

• Office of innovation and Technology

• Parks and Rec

• Police 

• Prisons

• Public Property

Example: FY2011

•Records
•Streets
•Transit
•Water
•Zoological Gardens



Healthy Communities Model

• Challenges –
– Implementation

– Addressing health disparities

Plans & Policies Access & 
Opportunities Healthy Behaviors Health 

Outcomes / 
Health equity 



Philadelphia2035
Objectives

• 1.1.4. “Provide convenient access to healthy food for all residents” 

a.   Maximize multimodal access to fresh food by encouraging grocery stores, healthy corner stores, and 
outdoor markets at key transit nodes and within transit-oriented development zones

- Coordinate efforts between the Food Trust, PDPH, MOTU, SEPTA and PCPC to open farmers’ markets at the 
busiest stations

- ID opportunities to incorporate open spaces suitable for new farmers’ markets into development projects, 
such as the Piazza at Schmidts

- Farmers’ markets provide excellent access to local, fresh food, but their seasonal availability makes access to 
year-round healthy food at corner stores and supermarkets a priority

b.   Support agriculture and food distribution programs at recreation centers, schools, and other public 
facilities located in key neighborhood centers

c.   Establish farmers’ markets along commercial corridors within neighborhood centers

d.   Increase local food production through zoning designations that permit urban agriculture as-of-right 
in strategic locations and allow for roof-top gardening

e.   Develop standards and guidelines for community gardens and urban agriculture sites on public lands 
to ensure transparency, continuity of use, and community benefit

f.   Work with supermarket developers to create site designs that respond to neighborhood context and 
allow access for seniors, children, and other transit-dependent and mobility-limited populations.
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PCPC Tools 
Health-Promoting Zoning Code Policy

• To promote pedestrian-friendly 
neighborhoods, a new suite of zoning 
codes (i.e., CMX 1-5, IRMX, ICMX)

• To support  age friendly 
neighborhoods and aging-in-place, 
density-triggered development 
regulations (i.e., “visitable”)

• To encourage active transportation 
and physical activity, design 
standards and density bonuses for 
development near transit stations 
(e.g., active ground floor uses, 
Transit-Oriented Development 
Standards

• To reduce auto-dependency and 
discourage multiple car-ownership, 
development regulations  for 
parking maximums and more 
carshare spaces

• To improve access to healthy, whole 
foods, urban agriculture and 
community gardens “as of right” in 
most res and com neighborhoods.  
Also, to incentivize fresh food 
markets, density privileges (e.g., 
FARs, building heights, parking 
bonuses)

• To ensure continuity of the bike and 
ped grid, and multi-modal safety,  a 
complete streets review as part of 
Civic Design Review now required 
for certain development proposals



Poor to no access to healthy foods + low socio-economic status 
(2012)

Improved access to healthy foods + low socio-economic status 
(2010-2012)

South District, 2012



District Plan 
Recommendations

• GOAL: Ensure all South District residents have sufficient access to healthy foods       

• Maximize multimodal access to fresh food in lower Gray’s Ferry by improving bike and pedestrian 
connectivity beneath and across the 25th St viaduct.

• Reduce healthy food deserts (refer to Healthy Food Access map in Health Profile for locations) by 
incentivizing the development of a supermarket in the area of lower Gray’s Ferry using the zoning 
code’s Fresh Food Market incentive (14-603.7).

• Improve the visitability of healthy corner stores for low mobility populations like seniors and 
families. Work with the Health Department to ramp or otherwise reduce the barriers to entering 
healthy corner stores with “1-step” entrances. 

• Continue to support the Health Department’s Healthy Corner Stores Initiative through re-zoning and the 
identification of potential sites based on analysis of need and available resources. 

– Implementing agencies: Streets, Commerce, Public Property, MOTU, PCPC  | CW Objective: 1.1.4



Get Involved

• Be heard at District Plan public 
meetings (3 per District). Tell us 
what your barriers to healthy 
living are. Check the calendar 
here: 
http://www.phila.gov/CityPlannin
g/meetingsandevents/Pages/Cale
ndar.aspx

• Register your community 
organization (place or issue-
based)

• Contact your local RCO
• Upcoming meetings: River Wards 

Public meeting, 3/30 @ The 
Hackett Elementary



Thank you

Keith Davis
Healthy Communities Coordinator
Philadelphia City Planning Commission
City of Philadelphia
1515 Arch St, 13th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19102

p. (215) 683-4622
f.  (215) 683-4630
e.  Keith.F.Davis@phila.gov
www.phila.gov/cityplanning
www.phila.gov/gethealthyphilly
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