
CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

MEETING OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH 
Thursday, August 15, 2013 

 A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, August 15, 2013, 
in the Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, Room 1450. 

Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; Scott McNeal, DO; Donald F. 
Schwarz. MD. MPH; Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc; Yolanda A. Slaughter, DDS, MPH 

Attendees: Giridhar Mallya, MD; Jeff Moran; Leah Roman; Kevin Vaughan 

Review of Minutes: Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called 
the meeting to order at 5:40 PM. He asked for additions or corrections to the minutes of 
the meeting of February 14, 2013.  It was moved that the minutes be approved as 
submitted. The motion was seconded. Motion passed. 

Welcome: Dr. Schwarz welcomed Members of the Board, and guests. 

Community Health Data Report 

Dr. Schwarz introduced the subject of the meeting, departmental accreditation, and the 
Community Health Data Report undertaken as a part of accreditation requirements. He 
said that the effort to establish an accreditation process for state and local health 
departments was initiated by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the American 
Public Health Association, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and the National 
Association of County and City Health Officials. He said that the CDC has indicated that 
official accreditation may become a prerequisite for funding in the future. 

The accreditation process, administered by the Public Health Accreditation Board, has 
been underway since last September, with fourteen health departments across the 
country accredited to date.  

Dr. Schwarz introduced Dr. Giridhar Mallya, Philadelphia Department of Public Health 
Director for Policy and Planning, to provide an overview of the accreditation process 
and present selected portions of the Community Health Data Report to the Board. The 
210 slide report is available in its entirety on the Department of Public Health website at: 
http://www.phila.gov/health/pdfs/CHA%20slides_72513.pdf.  

Questions about the report and feedback from the Board were noted for use in 
preparation of materials for submission of application for accreditation.  

 
  Questions, Feedback, and Discussion 



Dr. Scott McNeal asked about breakdowns of the data by gender. Dr. Mallya said 
that the data includes gender breakdowns for some, not all, indicators 

Dr. McNeal suggested that HIV diagnosis would be an important section in which 
to include gender information. Dr. Schwarz suggested that it should also be 
included in homicide mortality. 

Dr. Schwarz observed that data should be available at the city level but that data 
are generally only available at the county level, reflecting political decision-
making.  

Dr. Sharrar noted data for the question “in your last sexual encounter, did you 
use a condom,” and asked if there are data on average condom use?  Dr. 
Schwarz said that the measure of average use is very unreliable. 

Dr. McNeal identified an apparently contradictory set of findings that includes  
reduced condom use, reduced teen birth, and increased Chlamydia and 
gonorrhea rates. 

Dr. Schwarz noted that sexual behaviors and sex-related health outcomes are 
complex. For example, reduced condom use may increase STD rates, but, at the 
same time, teens may be using more non-condom contraception. 

Dr. McNeal asked if the term “uninsured” includes uninsurable and 
undocumented individuals. Dr. Mallya said that the available data does not 
include this information. 

Corrections were noted for the slide about violent crime: title date should be 2010 
not 2012, and the department should define “violent crime.” Dr. Sharrar asked 
why is Philly so much higher than other cities. 

Dr. Schwarz noted that Philadelphia County data does not include the city’s 
surrounding suburbs, as is the case with most other large cities which occupy the 
same county as neighboring suburban townships. 

Dr. Schwarz provided the Board with homicide data from the Philadelphia Police 
Department.  He stated that policing makes a big difference, and cited academic 
literature that adequate public safety is the most important intervention. 

Dr. Sharrar said that a common perception is that homicide is related to drug 
use. Dr. Schwarz reported that there is actually an inverse relationship between 
the two, with homicides decreasing when drug use rises. 

Dr. McNeal asked why 20 years-of-age had been chosen as a cut-off for data 
pertaining to firearms. He said that other data sources often use age 25 or 26 



and below as a category. He also noted the importance of gender in firearms 
data. 

  
Additional suggested health topics, populations, and data sources 

Dr. Sharrar said that high school graduation rates are an important indicator of 
poverty and therefore social determinants of health. 

Dr. McNeal suggested other possible sources of data including the federally 
qualified health centers’ Uniform Data Set (UDS), and payer data. Dr. Mallya said 
that the department has started to work with Medicaid to look at chronic illness, 
though this is problematic because it only includes people who get care. 

Dr. Schwarz noted that behavioral health data and oral health data are not 
included currently but that they may be included based on feedback. 

Dr. McNeal observed that more specific information is needed about various 
"Black" neighborhoods, because different groups, West Indians for example, 
have different health outcomes.  

Suggested audiences and stakeholder groups 

 
Dr. Schwarz asked the Board for suggestions regarding potential audiences for 
presentation of this data. He said that having the data presented in this way has 
been consistently surprising and informative to stakeholder groups. 

Dr. McNeal said that this is important information for philanthropic organizations 
to have. The need to know the priority health issues to address them through 
funded programs. 

Jose Benitez suggested sharing this information with the Department of Public 
Welfare. He noted big geographic disparities in access to insurance.  

Dr. Sharrar said that the information should be shared with the academic 
community, and particularly public health schools. 

Dr. McNeal recommended that the information be shared with political leaders. 
  

Dr. Schwarz thanked the Board. He adjourned the meeting at 7:05 PM.  

 


