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A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, December, 12, 2013, in 
the Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, 14th Floor, Room 1450  
 
Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; Scott McNeal, DO; Susan Schewel, NP, PhD; 
Donald F. Schwarz, MD, MPH: Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc; Yolanda A. Slaughter, DDS, 
MPH.  
 
Attendees: Renee Dempsey; Nan Feyler; Jeff Moran; David T. Regne; Don Sapatkin; David 
Tecosky; Kevin Vaughan  
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS    
 
Health Commissioner and Board President Donald F. Schwarz, MD, MPH, called the meeting 
to order at 5:35 PM. He welcomed representatives of the dental groups and associations 
scheduled to offer presentations to the Board during the meeting. The Commissioner asked the 
Board to review the minutes of the meeting of October 10, 2013. It was moved that the minutes 
be approved as submitted. Motion seconded. Motion passed.  
 
DENTAL FILLING FACT SHEET 
 
Dr. Schwarz outlined the history of the Dental Filling Fact Sheet that is currently under review 
before the Board. 
 
In 2009, at the direction of City Council, the Board of Health was charged with the creation of a 
fact sheet on the health issues associated with the use of amalgam fillings and alternative dental 
fillings. Three organizations -- Consumers for Dental Choice, the New Era Dental Society, and 
the Philadelphia County Dental Society -- were specified by ordinance to work with the Board 
to provide information for the fact sheet. The Department of Public Health distributed the 
completed fact sheet to Philadelphia dentists through the mail, online, and via professional 
organizations. 
 
When the Board voted to approve the fact sheet, Board members indicated that they would 
periodically ask the three advisory groups to provide any new scientific information and 
literature that might be used to revise and update the document created in 2009. In early 2013, 
the Board asked the three stakeholder organizations to provide new scientific submissions 
published between 2010 and 2013, and the Board also reviewed additional information 
identified and provided by the Department of Public Health.  
 



In the summer of 2013, the Department met with the stakeholder groups to discuss possible 
revisions to the fact sheet. In November of 2013, the Department circulated a draft revised fact 
sheet among the stakeholders and the members of the Board. 
 
Representatives of the stakeholder groups were asked to speak for three minutes at the 
December meeting to present informational testimony concerning the revisions and answer 
questions from the Board. The Board will vote upon the revisions at a later date.  
 
Dr. Schwarz called upon Charlie Brown of Consumers for Dental Choice who addressed the 
Board and submitted written testimony. (Attachment A)  
 
Drs. Schewel and Sharrar asked for clarification regarding an international treaty cited by Mr. 
Brown in his testimony that calls for the "phasing down" of the use of dental amalgam. Mr. 
Brown said that the United Nations treaty deals with all major uses of mercury including dental 
amalgam. It was ratified and signed for the United States by a representative of the State 
Department on November 6th, he said.   
 
Dr. Schwarz asked Mr. Brown to recommend a researcher the Board might speak with to better 
understand the issues raised by an article published in Pediatrics concerning composites. 
(Maserejian NN, Trachtenberg FL, Hauser R, McKinlay S, Shrader P, Tavares M, Bellinger DC. Dental 
composite restorations and psychosocial function in children.  Pediatrics. 2012 Aug;130(2):e328-38.)  
Mr. Brown recommended that the Board speak with Dr. Mark Mitchell, the former Health 
Commissioner for the City of Hartford. 
 
Dr. Schwarz called upon Dr. Renee Dempsey of the New Era Dental Society and the 
Philadelphia County Dental Association who addressed the Board representing both groups. 
She submitted written testimony. (Attachment B)  
 
Dr. Schwarz asked Dr. Dempsey what she would use to treat a five year-old child with caries. 
She said that it would depend upon the situation and the child. The depth of the caries and the 
activity level of the child would both need to be considered. Composite technology has not 
developed enough for use in larger restorations. She said that behavior and activity are a 
concern in treating a child, but are not really a concern with an older patient.  
 
Dr. Slaughter asked Dr. Dempsey if many patients ask her about which type of restoration she 
thinks is better. She said that the fact sheet gives the dentist an opportunity to have this 
conversation, but that the information is written in a way that is almost biased against the use of 
amalgam and puts an unnecessary burden on the patient who needs an amalgam restoration. 
Many low income patients cannot afford composite. 
 
Dr. Schwarz asked Dr. Dempsey what she would recommend if money were not an issue. She 
said that composite technology is "not there yet." 
 
Dr. Schwarz asked Dr. Dempsey which expert she would recommend the Board speak with to 
better understand the American Dental Association's reaction to the previously mentioned 

http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2012/07/11/peds.2011-3374.abstract
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2012/07/11/peds.2011-3374.abstract


article that has been published in Pediatrics concerning composite resin. She said that she 
would get back to the Board with a recommendation. 
 
Dr. Schewel asked how coverage of these dental procedures would be affected by health care 
reform. They would not be covered by exchanges. Dr. Dempsey said that those who not insured 
and are not eligible for Medicaid fall through the cracks. She said that when a patient can be 
treated with either composite or amalgam, she tells the patient that amalgam may last longer 
and is covered by insurance, and that composites may have to be replaced more often and may 
require a larger co-pay. If the patient’s diagnoses indicate that one would be better than the 
other, she recommends the type of restoration that suits the diagnoses. If a patent is very much 
opposed to the use of amalgam, she uses a composite. 
 
Freya Koss of the Pennsylvania Coalition for Mercury Free Dentistry was delayed by the 
weather and was unable to deliver her presentation to the Board. She submitted written 
testimony. (Attachment C) 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Dr. Schwarz said that the Governor has published his draft Healthy Pennsylvania plan, his 
proposal for Medicaid expansion for the state. The Commissioner said that he would happy to 
provide the Board with a link to the document. The State has not announced a date as yet for 
hearings on the plan. 
 
The plan does not include any dental benefit for the expansion population. It is structured so 
that existing categories continue under Medicaid. In the plan, people with an income level 
above 50% of the poverty level will put be put into the exchanges and will be asked to pay a 
premium. The Governor is asking for a waiver of Medicaid rules to allow the imposition of 
certain penalties to help move people out of Medicaid.    
 
Dr. Schwarz encouraged Board members and other interested parties to review the plan and 
offer public comment. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 PM. 
 
  


