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Thursday, October 10, 2013 

 
A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, October 10, 2013, in the 
Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, Room 1450. 
       
Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; Scott McNeal, DO; Susan Schewel, NP, 
PhD; Donald F. Schwarz. MD, MPH; Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc; Yolanda A. Slaughter, DDS, 
MPH 
 
Attendees: Giridhar Mallya, MD; Jeff Moran  
 
Welcome and Review of Minutes 
 
Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called the meeting to order at  
5:35 PM. He welcomed the members of the Board and asked for additions or corrections to the 
minutes of the meeting of August 15, 2013. It was moved that the minutes be approved as 
submitted. The motion was seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Dr. Schwarz said that the meeting’s agenda comprises proposed changes to four areas where 
regulations have become outdated. This is the first of a group of changes that will be bought to 
the Board as part of a comprehensive review of all of the regulations adopted by the Board since 
its inception in 1952. When the review is completed, a list of all active regulations will be made 
available to the public on the department’s website. 
 
Repeal of Regulations of the Former Philadelphia General Hospital (Attachment A) 
The proposed changes remove from active regulation outdated rules pertaining to the operation 
of the former Philadelphia General Hospital. It was moved that the regulations be repealed. The 
motion was seconded. Motion passed. 

 
Repeal of Certain Regulations Relating to Dairy Products (Attachment B) 
The proposed changes call for the removal of regulations from the 1950’s and 60’s governing 
milk and other dairy products. These regulations are outdated and no longer enforced. Dairy 
products are currently entirely regulated through the provisions of the Pennsylvania Milk 
Sanitation Law. The Philadelphia regulations have been subsumed under the Commonwealth 
statute.  It was moved that the local regulations be repealed. The motion was seconded. Motion 
passed. 

 
Adoption of State Public Bathing Law (Attachment C) 
Philadelphia’s Regulations Governing Bacteriological Quality and Disinfection of Water in 
Swimming Places have in practice been replaced by the State Public Bathing Law. It was 



proposed that the local regulation be repealed and the State standards be officially adopted. It 
was so moved. The motion was seconded. Motion passed. 

 
Adoption of State Barber and Beauty Shop Laws and Regulations (Attachment D) 
Barber and Beauty shops are currently inspected by the department in accordance with State law 
pertaining to Barber Shops and Beauty Culture. It was proposed that the outdated local 
regulations be repealed and the State standards be officially adopted. It was so moved. The 
motion was seconded. Motion passed. 
 
     
Announcements 
 
The department continues to work on preparations for submission of an application for official 
public health department accreditation. Many meetings are being held with groups that partner 
with the department, and the department will hold a large meeting with representatives of these 
groups in December to establish priorities. It is reviewing all of the standards required for 
accreditation and planning universal training of the workforce in areas such as confidentiality 
and bioterrorism preparedness. 
 
The City does not have a specific role in implementing health care reform but will have five 
‘navigators’ in health centers working to assist the public along with trained benefits counseling 
staff. The administration is working with Enroll America and enlisted the aid of selected City 
departments and agencies to provide the public with information and assistance. These include: 
the Office of Housing and Community Development, Department of Records, the Mayor’s 
Office of Community Empowerment and Opportunity, the Mayor’s Commission on Aging, and 
The Free Library of Philadelphia. 
 
An arbitration panel cut the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s share of the 1998 tobacco 
settlement that had been supporting many programs. The arbitrators said the companies could cut 
their annual payments to the commonwealth by $180 million. This will result in a reduction in 
funding for tobacco cessation programs and a reduction in funding for uncompensated care 
provided by hospitals. 
 
Dr. Schwarz adjourned the meeting at 6:05 PM. 
 


