CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING

MINUTES
Thursday, March 19, 2009

A special meeting open to the public of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on
Thursday, March 19, 2009, in the Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K., Room 1450.

Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; Marla J. Gold, MD; Shannon P.
Marquez, MEng, PhD; Scott McNeal, DO; Susan Schewel, CRNP, PhD; Donald F.
Schwarz, MD, MPH; Robert G. Sharrar MD; Yolanda F. Slaughter, DDS, MPH

Attendees: Nan Feyler, Kay Graham, Carmen Lemmo, Giridhar Mallya, MD, MHPS,
Jeff Moran, Don Sapatkin, Kevin E. Vaughan

Welcome and Introductions

Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called the meeting to order at
5:05 PM. He welcomed the members of the Board and provided the Board with a brief
overview of the Mayor’s proposed budget which calls for new revenue generating
measures but calls for no health center closures and no funding cuts for public health. He
announced that this special meeting of the Board of Health has been called to consider a
Regulation (attachment A) to adopt the Dental Amalgam Fact Sheet (Attachment B)
revised by the Board at the meeting of the Board of Health held on Thursday, February
23, 20009.

Regulation to Adopt Dental Amalgam Fact Sheet

Dr. Schwarz reviewed the requirements of the City Council Ordinance, presented the
Regulation prepared by the Law department, and explained that on adoption of the
Regulation, the fact sheet would be presented to City Council for approval in the form of
a City Council Ordinance. City Council the options of approving, rejecting or editing the
fact sheet.

He asked the Board review the Regulation and entertained a motion to adopt it. Dr.
Sharrar moved for adoption of the Regulation. Dr. Gold seconded the motion. Motion
passed.

Other Business

Dr. Schwarz asked if the Board had any additional comments or would like to raise any
other issues before adjournment of the meeting.



Dr. Sharrar said that he would like to see the Board become more active in identifying
major public health issues in the city of Philadelphia. He said that he would like to see
public awareness of these issues promoted with periodic public updates.

Dr. Gold said that in addition to promoting awareness, which is difficult to measure, she
would like to see the Board focus on outcomes that can be measured and fostered through
partnerships with City Council and academic institutions.

Dr. Schwarz said that he hopes to see the department and the Board identify key public
health issues that could become the focus of well publicized public meetings at which
testimony could be heard and action steps identified, and monitored with appropriate
follow-up discussion.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 PM.



