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A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, September 13, 
2012, in the Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, 14th Floor, Room 
1450  
 
Board Members Present: Jose A. Benitez, MSW; Marla J. Gold, MD; Shannon P. 
Marquez, MEng, PhD; Scott McNeal, DO; Susan Schewel, NP, PhD; Donald F. Schwarz, 
MD, MPH; Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc; Yolanda A. Slaughter, DDS, MPH.  
 
Attendees: Caroline Johnson, MD; Maggie Eisen ; Nan Feyler; Giridhar Mallya, MD, 
MPH; Jeff Moran; Don Sapatkin;  Elaine M. Strunk; Kevin Vaughan  
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS    
 
Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called this meeting of the 
Board to order at 5:40 PM. The Commissioner asked the Board to review the minutes. A 
correction was made to reflect that one of the proposed changes to the Report of the 
Board of Health on the Hearing on the Proposed Outdoor Food Service Regulation had 
not been approved. Approval of the minutes as corrected was moved and seconded. 
Motion passed.  
 
UPDATE ON OUTDOOR SERVING OF FOOD 
 
Dr. Schwarz updated the Board on the enforcement of the Department of Public Health 
regulation concerning outdoor serving of food. Within the next month the Department 
will begin a Train the Trainer program to aid in implementing the regulation. Dr. Gold 
asked if the health regulation remains distinct from ongoing controversy surrounding the 
location of public feeding. Dr. Schwarz reported that while the two issues had been 
linked by the legal challenge to both City regulations, the Court upheld the public health 
regulation, but implementation of the Department of Parks and Recreation regulation was 
halted.  
 
The Board requested copies of the court decision. 
  
HPV VACCINATION IN PHILADELPHIA  
 
Dr. Caroline Johnson, Director of the Department of Public Health Division of Disease 
Control reported on the Status of HPV Vaccination in Philadelphia Adolescents 
(Attachment A). The 2011 CDC National Immunization Survey reports that of the 62 
survey areas Philadelphia ranks second in female adolescents immunized with a single 



dose. Male vaccination rates are also high in comparison to other cities Dr. Johnson 
attributed the State of Rhode Island's number one rank to its unusual vaccine financing 
structure, and attributed Philadelphia's strong rates to vaccine financing; provider 
acceptance, vaccine availability; relationships between providers, insurers, and the 
Department; lack of organized opposition; and access augmented through use of non-
traditional venues. Dr. Johnson said that the data indicates the Philadelphia providers are 
missing fewer opportunities to immunize than providers in other cities. 
 
Dr. Schwarz said that immunization is provided for young people through the City's 
Youth Study Center and other Children and Youth programs. 
 
Dr. Johnson observed that those few jurisdictions that have mandated school vaccination 
have not been especially successful, and in some instances have contributed to the rate at 
which parents opt out of providing their children with other vaccines,  
 
The Department requires Philadelphia providers in the Vaccines for Children program to 
immunize; but it cannot hold providers outside the network, covered by private insurance, 
to the same standard. As a consequence, immunization rates are higher among low-
income groups; although, completion rates are lower in this group. 
 
Dr. Gold asked if access to care is the issue that accounts for the lower completion rate 
among the lower income groups. Dr. Johnson said that might be the case as patient or 
provider resistance to use of the vaccine are not factors. Dr. Schwarz said the use of 
reminder notices by practices might play a role. Dr. Johnson said that the program has 
been working with providers to promote the use of reminders. 
 
The Division of Disease Control is also working to promote the vaccine directly to young 
people through a social media campaign that encourages them to take responsibility for 
their own health and directs them to clinic services. Two clinic sites are currently being 
used for this pilot project. 
 
Dr. Gold asked what significant change the advent of health care reform will bring to 
vaccination programs and vaccine distribution systems. Dr. Johnson said that changes are 
already being felt and much of what is being done currently may be in jeopardy. Effective 
October 1, the Division of Disease Control will no longer be able to provide vaccine to 
any insured adult including those on medical assistance. Dr. Schwarz said that many 
questions are raised and that discussions to address them at the state and federal level will   
take place in the coming months.  
 
Scott McNeal expressed interest in establishing an additional adolescent clinic site. Dr. 
Johnson said that she would contact him to discuss. 
 
DENTAL COMPOSITE RESIN  
 
Dr. Mallya distributed and summarized for the Board an article entitled Dental 
Composite Restorations and Psychosocial Functions in Children, Pediatrics 



2012;130;e328 (Attachment B). The study focused on determining if greater exposure to 
dental composites is associated with psychosocial problems in children. It was offered to 
the Board for review and future discussion, and as an example of continuing 
developments in the evaluation of the use of dental resins and amalgams.  
  
Dr. Schwarz said that the Board had agreed that it would annually consider any new data 
available concerning the use of amalgam in dental fillings for the purpose of updating the 
fact sheet it provided in 2009 for dentists to distribute.  He asked if there was a sense 
among the Board as to whether new information should once again be reviewed, and the 
three stakeholder organizations designated by City Council contacted to submit relevant 
new materials. The Board agreed that new information should be requested and reviewed. 
   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Dr. Schwarz said that federal and state budget issues are likely to constrain public health 
budgets over the next twelve months. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7 PM. 
 
  
 


