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A meeting of the Philadelphia Board of Health was held on Thursday, March 10, 2011, in 
the Municipal Services Building, 1401 J.F.K. Boulevard, Room 1450  
 
Board Members Present: Marla J. Gold, MD; Scott McNeal, DO; Susan Schewel, 
CRNP, PhD; Donald F. Schwarz, MD, MPH; Robert G. Sharrar, MD, MSc 
 
Attendees:  Marcello Fernandez-Vina; Nan Feyler; Sam Gulino, MD; Karla Hill; 
Caroline Johnson, MD; Giridhar Mallya, MD, MSHP; Jeff Moran; Don Sapatkin ; 
Jennifer Sears  
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Board President Donald F. Schwarz, Health Commissioner, called the meeting to order at 
5:45 PM., and welcomed members of the Board and guests. He introduced health 
department Director of Policy and Planning, Giridhar Mallya, MD, MSHP, to provide 
and update on the Get Healthy Philadelphia Initiative. 
 
Get Healthy Philadelphia Initiative Update 
 
Both the smoke-free media campaign (‘Quit with help. Quit for good.’) and healthy 
nutrition media campaign (‘Do you know what your kids are drinking?’) launched in 
mid-January. 
 
On April 6, the Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Drexel University and the 
Clean Air Council will host a free symposium entitled "Smoke-Free Campuses."  The 
half-day symposium will bring together leaders, staff, and students from Philadelphia 
universities, colleges, and other large workplaces to discuss how to implement smoke-
free policies on their campuses. 
 
Currently, at least 2,615 hospitals, 466 colleges and universities, and many large 
businesses in the U.S. have 100% tobacco-free campus policies.  However, no campus in 
Philadelphia has a tobacco-free campus policy.  Get Healthy Philly is working to change 
that. 
 
Dr. Mallya said that 100% tobacco-free policy bans smoking and the use of other tobacco 
products in both indoor and outdoor spaces and prohibits the sale of tobacco products. 
Tobacco-free policies help protect students, employees, and visitors from the harmful 
effects of secondhand smoke, and create an environment that motivates smokers to quit.    
  
As part of the symposium, representatives from Widener University and City University 
of New York (CUNY), which have both recently adopted comprehensive smoke-free 
policies, will share their successes and challenges and offer guidance to campus leaders 
in Philadelphia.   
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gdi6bzdab&et=1104633757999&s=-1&e=001nhBJDyf1lv1svNFEi7TKFnrALxZnFLG-7Gdpv0EUCxxEII4m75S4qo2G3hxU256Z95a6rBXQZ6vO8ja2eqotvZnOt7rblF_ezezn_zFwcmE=_blank_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gdi6bzdab&et=1104633757999&s=-1&e=001nhBJDyf1lv3bK988sztzr53zRcrqCkDuaeNzFZi9EGbBkNK_nBNfGsaABmDayZakRJWT0fWFRNJGQQZ8E6rFH1xBDIh8pBbe_blank_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=gdi6bzdab&et=1104633757999&s=-1&e=001nhBJDyf1lv1ml6gBQdWoY__ZBmNq6iVyaTzhHrUpN5uR-6Z9sFLnQp1gUzdiyLuSwWBsJb0ktxgFcjySJFQDFC5W_FaS7SWu_blank_


250 City of Philadelphia vending machines over the next nine months will undergo 
changes to promote healthier products, Two thirds of the products will be water, 100% 
juice, or non-caloric drinks. Beverage size and price have been reduced. Calories content 
will be labeled. And, the wrap exterior of the machine will promote water rather than a 
sugar sweetened beverage. The department will track how these changes affect 
consumer-purchasing behaviors, 
 
The Board expressed concern that the campaign will promote bottled water rather than 
fluoridated tap water. Dr. Mallya said that the campaign is intended to promote water 
drinking in general, and that many bottlers are now producing fluoridated products. 
  
Review of Minutes 
 
Dr. Schwarz asked the Board to review the minutes for meetings held in January and 
February. He asked for a motion to approve the minutes for the meeting of January 10, 
2011.  It was moved and seconded. Motion passed. He asked for a motion to approve the 
minutes for the meeting of February 13, 2011.  It was moved and seconded. Motion 
passed.  
 
Update - HIV/STD Plan and Youth 
 
Dr. Caroline Johnson, Director of the Division of Disease Control, reported that the 
campaign to reduce sexually transmitted disease among teens would launch in the first 
week of April during Public Health Week. April is also Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Prevention Month. At that time, the Mayor will announce the winner of the condom 
contest, branded logo condoms will be available for distribution, and a new website will 
be completed. The website will include educational and resource materials and an online 
ordering application, as well as an Ipod application for download to a phone. Condoms 
will be mailed to teens who place orders. 
 
Dr. Gold inquired about the source of funding for the program. Dr. Johnson said that the 
funding is federal. 
 
Dr. O’Neal asked if there are a sufficient number of distribution sites and if they are well 
located to meet demand.  Dr. Johnson said that the City provides free condoms to 
approximately 110 sites, and other programs support additional sites. She said that the 
department has recently studied the sites to determine which sites are being used by the 
greatest number of teens. The department plans to direct teens to the sites teens prefer, 
including City health centers, and adolescent and recreation programs. 
 
Dr. Schwarz said that in discussion with other jurisdictions about their condom giveaway 
programs, the department has been advised that advertising condoms is not enough. 
Follow-up and contact tracing among those who have contracted a sexually transmitted 
disease is also needed. He said that this is another avenue through which the department 
hopes to reduce teen infection rates. 
 
Dr. Sharrar asked if condoms are being distributed as yet in the schools. Dr. Schwarz said 
that they are not but that meetings to discuss this option continue. 
 
 

 



HPV Vaccination 
 

Dr. Johnson distributed “Status of HPV Vaccination in Philadelphia Adolescents” 
(Attachment A) to the Board for discussion at the May 2011 meeting.  
 
 
Plan for Health Care Provider Complaints 
 
As a result of the grand jury investigation of the Women’s Medical Society, the 
department is reviewing its performance and creating a plan for response to future 
complaints about health or medical care providers. 
 
Commissioner Schwarz said that the department has reviewed the actions of those in the 
department who were involved in the investigation or in handling of complaints against 
the Women’s Medical Society.  
 
Following interviews with individuals to explore the reason for their involvement and any 
actions taken, no one is being dismissed from the Department of Public Health.  
 
The department has worked to improve public access to complaint referral by providing 
information on its website that clarifies which agencies should receive particular 
complaints or reports. This information has also been provided to City Hall 311 operators 
who can now refer callers to the appropriate state agency. 
 
Department staff has been surveyed in order to create a list of suspected problematic 
providers that can be forwarded to the State for inspection or investigation. The Health 
Commissioner will support this effort through follow-up discussion with the Secretary of 
Health. Thus far, among the facilities suspected of employing bad practices, none have 
been identified as dangerous. 
 
The department has created a list of abortion providers in the city and circulated this list 
among its divisions to review files to determine if there are concerns about any other 
abortion provider. No additional facilities were identified. 
 
The Commissioner has communicated about measures undertaken by the department with 
the Secretaries of Health and State, as well as the leadership of State Senate and State 
House Committees that are overseeing investigations of the matter. 
 
The Commissioner has also established, within the department, a reporting structure that 
will refer complaints to the appropriate state agency with copies of the referral provided 
to the Commissioner for follow-up. 
 
Dr. Schwarz said that these changes have been instituted as a matter of policy and asked 
the Board to consider if there is a need for a Regulation that requires the department to 
refer such complaints to the State agency responsible for oversight. 
 
Dr. Schewel asked if there are other areas in which reports to an appropriate State 
Secretary are mandated by regulation. Dr. Schwarz said that in other areas there is usually 
follow-up from the state or the department is delegated authority to take action. 
 



The State has no duty to inspect individual medical provider offices. These are 
historically regulated as small businesses. Dr. Schwarz said the question becomes 
whether or not there is a special way in which these medical providers should be treated 
or some way in which the public’s concerns can be addressed. Feedback from legislators, 
he said, is that mandated regular inspections of every office would not be practical or 
useful and that a complaint driven system would be preferable. 
 
Dr. Sharrar asked about the role of the State Board of Professional Licensure. The State 
Board follows-up on complaints of practice but does not routinely inspect. 
 
Currently, complaints that come to the department are acted upon when the department 
has the authority to do so; other complaints are referred to the State. The revised policy 
ensures that there is follow-up on these referrals. The Board discussed the merits of 
codifying the policy change in the form of a regulation. 

 
Board members requested a briefing, at the next meeting, on the impact of both State and 
City budgets. 
 
Dr. Schwarz thanked the Board. He adjourned the meeting at 7:00 PM.  
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