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   My name is Dr. Renee Fennell Dempsey, and I practice general dentistry in Philadelphia. I 

am currently a member of the Board of Governors of the Philadelphia County Dental Society 

and have been designated as its representative to the Board of Health in order to submit 

testimony on this issue. I am also a past president of the New Era Dental Society.  

   Philadelphia dentists welcome the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the 

Dental Fillings Information Sheet. In January 2013, as requested by the Board of Health, we 

submitted to the Board five reports and peer-reviewed scientific articles from the American 

Dental Association (ADA) and other experts with conclusive findings which, we believe, bore 

out our opinion that the portions of the Information Sheet that related to amalgam filling are 

unnecessary at best. The FDA reviewed all of the scientific literature on this topic, and 

concluded that “the scientific evidence adequately demonstrates the absence of unreasonable 

risk of illness or injury associated with the intended use of dental amalgam.” As currently 

written, the fact sheet does not reflect the conclusions so carefully reached by the FDA. 
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   With regard to the section on composite fillings, we are attaching to this testimony the 

following:  

1. A statement from the ADA Council on Scientific Affairs on Bisphenol A and Dental 

Materials, published in April of 2013, which concludes, “. . . the ADA supports ongoing 

research on the safety of existing dental materials and in the development of new materials. 

Based on current research, the Association agrees with the authoritative government agencies 

that the low-level of BPA exposure that may result from dental sealants and composites poses no 

known health threat.”  

2. An article that was published by the ADA in the March 2013 publication, “ADA 

Professional Product Review,” entitled Update: Bisphenol A in Dental Materials that states, “. . . 

Despite an absence of documented adverse health risks related to these dental materials, some patients 

may be concerned. Nevertheless, the benefits of composite resin materials for restoring oral health and 

preventing caries is well established, while any health risks from their use is not. In 2007, the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services stated that, ‘Dental sealant exposure to bisphenol A occurs 

primarily with the use of dental sealants [containing] bisphenol A dimethacrylate. This exposure is 

considered an acute and infrequent event with little relevance to estimating general population 

exposures. Furthermore, the medical community continues to support the use of resin-based dental 

materials based on their proven benefits and brevity of BPA exposure.’ ”  

3. A copy of the letter that was e-mailed on December 5 to Deputy Mayor and Commissioner of 

Health, Dr. Donald F. Schwarz from R. Donald Hoffman, D.M.D., Ph.D., president of the 

Pennsylvania Dental Association, containing PDA’s comments on the Information Sheet. 

Also attached to this testimony is a copy of our suggested revisions to the proposed 

Information Sheet. 
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   The residents of Philadelphia deserve to be educated with valid, peer-reviewed scientific 

information about options for restoration of cavities.  

   We thank you for the opportunity to participate in these deliberations and look forward to 

working with the Board of Health in its efforts on behalf of our patients, the citizens of 

Pennsylvania. 
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