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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

 
 The meeting of the Air Pollution Control Board was held Thursday, October 18, 2012,            
            at the Municipal Services Building, 1401 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, 16th Floor, Room X.   
             

Eddie R. Battle, Chairman, presided: 
              

ATTENDING: Eddie Battle, Chair of the APCB 
   Eric Thumma, Member, APCB 
   Nan Feyler, Public Health Department Chief of Staff and Member, APCB 
     
 

STAFF:  Thomas Huynh, Director, Air Management Services (AMS) 
   Edward Braun, Program Manager, AMS 
   Henry Kim, Chief, Program Services, AMS 
   Roger Fey, Chief of Facility Compliance, AMS 
   Edward Wiener, Chief, Source Registration, AMS 
   Thomas Barsley, Engineering Supervisor, Facility Compliance, AMS 
   Alison Riley, Voluntary Programs Coordinator, AMS 
   Patrick O’Neill, Counsel for the City of Philadelphia 
   Dennis Yuen, Counsel for the City of Philadelphia 

 
  

    
    

1.    WELCOME   
       (Whereupon, the proceedings commenced at approximately 2:10p.m.) 
 
 
Chairman Battle convened the meeting but noted that in the absence of a quorum, the Board 
would be unable to conduct any votes at this time. 
 
  

2.    ACTION ON MINUTES 
 
         In absence of a quorum, the Board was unable to approve meeting minutes. 

 

3.    PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
         Tom Huynh gives update (see attached) 
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Questions and Comments 
 
 
Ms. Feyler:   Congratulations to the agency on the successful implementation of its regulation 
limiting Perchloroethylene in dry cleaning facilities. At some point AMS should research the 
impact of the program or hold a press event to raise awareness. When will co-residential 
facilities be phasing out? 
 
 
  
Mr. Huynh:  By the end of 2013 there will be no facilities using Perchloroethylene in co-
residential facilities. Currently there are four. They will convert to Hydrocarbon or drop-off. 
 
 
 
Ms. Feyler:  I have a question about the announcement on page two of the Program Update. 
Regarding the EPA’s new sulfur standard of lowering the maximum allowable sulfur content, 
what are the implications for air quality in Philadelphia?  
 
 
 
 Mr. Huynh: Right now the state proposes a rule that will make Philadelphia law become less 
stringent, if that happens then we will need to amend the Philadelphia code to match it.   
 
  
 
Ms Feyler:  Please alert the Board and the Health Commissioner with advance notice in the 
event that any state or Federal rule requires the Board to change the code.  
 
 
 
Mr. Thumma:  Getting back to the dry cleaning issue, I agree with Ms. Feyler. I think it’s a 
pretty remarkable accomplishments. We started out with about 120 facilities and it looks like we 
have had some close. Is that correct? 
 
 
Mr. Huynh: Yes, there have been some closures but there is financial assistance available to the 
dry cleaning facilities through Clean Air Council (CAC) to help with the conversion. 
 
 
 
Mr. Thumma: Have there been complaints about closures of dry cleaners in wake of the 
Perchloroethylene  program? 
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Mr. Huynh:  No, and under Federal law residential had to shut down anyway. Federal law will 
ban Perchloroethylene altogether in 2020. Most facilities are converting to drop off locations or 
switching to another facility.  
 
 
Chairman Battle: Are there any further observations or comments that the board should be 
aware of? 
 
 
 
Mr. Kim:  Due to technical difficulties and the absence of several board members I suggest we 
postpone the PowerPoint presentation until the next meeting. 
 
 
 
Ms. Feyler:  Is there a problem to delay the Regulation X vote until February?  
 
 
 
Mr. O’Neill: We did promulgate the guidelines that had been missing previously so the current 
Regulation X is being enforced but AMS can use its enforcement discretion to implement it close 
to what the change will be.  
 
 
 

4.     OLD BUSINESS 
 
        No old business was addressed.  
 

5.     NEW BUSINESS  
  
        No new business was addressed. 
   

6.     ADJOURN  
 
         The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:30 PM. 

 
 


