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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

 
 
 The meeting of the Air Pollution Control Board was held Thursday, June 6, 2013, 2:05 
pm, at the Municipal Services Building, 1401 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, 16th Floor, 
Room X.    
                                    Joseph O. Minott, Chairman, presided: 
              

ATTENDING: Joseph O. Minott, Chair of the APCB 
Thomas Edwards, Member, APCB 

   Dr. Arthur L Frank, Member, APCB 
   Dr. Shannon Marquez, APCB 
     
 

STAFF:  Thomas Huynh, Director, Air Management Services (AMS) 
   Edward Braun, Program Manager, AMS 
   Patrick O’Neill, Divisional Deputy Solicitor 
   Dennis Yuen, Deputy City Solicitor    
   Henry Kim, Chief, Program Services, AMS 
   Alison Riley, Voluntary Programs Coordinator, AMS 
   Roger Fey,  
   Ed Wiener, 
   Ramesh Mahadevan, Environmental Engineer II 
   Jiazheng Li, Environmental Engineer II 
  
    
    
    

1.    WELCOME   
 
2.    ACTION ON MINUTES 
 

February 7, 2013 minutes were set aside, due to lack of quorum. 
 

3.    PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
 
          Tom Huynh reads Program Update (see attached). 
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Mr. Minott: I have a couple of small ones....So I noticed in the "Regulatory Services Activity", 
Air Management Services observed 407 vehicles in 15 locations but only issued 2 citations, is 
that because they are not issuing citations for 1st time offenders or is it that the people see the 
city vehicle? It just seems low to me. 
 
Mr. Huynh:  I do not believe they do not issue to 1st time offenders..umm, when it's really cold 
we cannot issue citations because the exemption on the rule. So for this period that's why, but 
then people call and complain. but last time last April and May we may have it. But people may 
see the inspector and turn it off. 
 
Mr. Minott: I guess that's good that they are turning it off.... 
Obviously since we have a new Regulation 10 we have to make sure we use it on a regular basis 
so we don't run into the same problem we had before. I still have a plea out to anyone that knows 
a dry cleaner that is operating. We have money that is burning a hole in my pocket. Clean Air 
Council would like to spend that money. And I think it would be nice if we could ask EPA 
maybe for the next Air Pollution Control Board to do maybe a briefing on their progress report in 
implementing the Environmental Justice Plan. I think it would be interesting. And I think that's it 
for me. Thank you for your help. 
 
Dr. Frank: Yes, I have a question....In the section on page 2 where you talk about the violations, 
I would just be curious where you talk about issuing 119 new notices of violations and resolving 
a bunch. Is it possible to break that  down t for how many were air pollution violations and how 
many were asbestos violations? 
 
Mr. Huynh: Yes we can. I cannot do it now. 
 
Dr. Frank: I understand, I have some interest in that, I'd be curious to see how regularly that 
was part of the  violation picture here in the city. 
 
Mr. Huynh: The asbestos violations in general we access in average about 1- $3,000. 
 
Dr. Frank: It's not even ...it's the number that I'm more curious about then the amount. 
 
Mr. Huynh: The number of asbestos violations and the amount. We can do that. 
 
Mr. Minott: For the asbestos violations, are they mostly that they didn't let the city know they 
were doing the work or is it that they are doing it wrong? Do you know? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  I think mostly they don't notify or sometimes they.... we caught them, they didn't 
notify and we caught them doing the wrong thing.... we get a complaint and go out. If they 
really...I think we have one or two cases where they put the person in jail. 
 
Mr. Yuen:  That was umm....Cornell Smith and Clarence Cole were convicted for violations of 
the Clean Air Act - Illegal Asbestos Removal at a property on Stenton Avenue, Clarence Cole 
was sentenced on Monday, he got 2 years in prison. 
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Dr. Frank: I have been involved with the department of Justice, not here in Philadelphia, but 
elsewhere with violations where people either have been convicted or pleaded guilty to violating 
the rules. In one case using high school students in a work study program to rip out asbestos, for 
weeks. And they kept getting asked "Is this Asbestos?, No, no just keep working.... That's why 
I'm curious. 
 
Mr. O'Neill: We get a whole range some are failure to notify. 
 
Dr. Frank: That's a little different. 
 
Mr. O'Neill: Right but we have places where people are doing it wrong, without proper 
containment areas. 
 
Dr. Frank: they don't give workers respirators, they don't give them shower areas, you know? 
 
Mr. O'Neill: right 
 
Dr. Frank: And those people, if word got out, that the city was being fairly hard-nosed about 
that  and word got out to the community there would be less of that. Because one of the things 
that we know is that it doesn't take much exposure to put people at a significant increased risk for 
disease later one. 
 
Mr. O'Neill: The asbestos contractors know...... 
 
Dr. Frank: Both of the cases I have been involved in was like 20 year long asbestos contractors 
that had people ripping stuff out. And it's not like they don't know 
 
Mr. O'Neill:  A couple of these criminal cases, 1st of all, we work with a client, Environmental 
Enforcement Task Force. And these are the ones where we found the problems and referred them 
to the DEP, EPA, and they get the DOJ involved. 
 
Dr. Frank: Yeah but if word got out that we were being hard-nosed on this it would be less of 
this. 
 
Mr. Yuen: I think they know we are pretty hard. 
 
Mr. Huynh: I think we have inspectors riding around looking in dumpsters, and one of the 
things on the 22nd and Market....2 weeks before that we cited the demolition people because we 
found asbestos in their dumpster. We sealed the dumpster, so we don' know.....we went to the 
site, all asbestos had been remediated, we couldn't find any, but then we found asbestos in the 
dumpster. We're not really sure.....we cited them a violation. 
 
Mr. Minott: So there was proof that asbestos had been remediated from the buildings that they 
had torn down but you still found asbestos. 
 
Mr. Yuen: I don't think, there was no permanent code for inspectors. 
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 Mr. Huynh: We haven't had anything say......we don't know. But then we had a complaint, we 
go to the dumpster, we found asbestos. 
 
Mr. O'Neill: You have a dumpster not on the property that had asbestos in it. 
 
Dr. Frank: So you can't prove it came from those buildings. 
 
Mr. Huynh: Right. 
 
Mr. Yuen: Because in a follow-up inspection of those buildings, there was nothing in them... no 
asbestos material that needed to be removed prior to demolition. 
 
Dr. Frank: What age were the buildings 
 
Mr. Yuen: You would have to ask the inspectors. 
 
Dr. Frank: Either it had been removed before you got there, or it really didn't have any and 
someone else put it in there. 
 
Mr. Minott: Could you do testing then, inside? 
 
Mr. Huynh: - No, It had already been demolished. 
 
Mr. Minott: Oh yeah, at that point it was probably to late. 
Do you get tips from people and then you can see the asbestos is gone, do you do testing and that 
type of thing. 
 
Mr. Huynh:  yes, the inspectors  do that, when they see it they collect dust sample. 
 
Mr. Minott: Ok Any other questions, thank you very much.  
 
Mr. Huynh: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Minott: So I think we will go right into the Tier 3 presentation. 
 
 

4. Tier 3 Presentation  
 
(presented by Ramesh Mahadevan & Jiazheng Li) 
 
 
Mr. Minott: Questions, comments....thank you. 
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No old business 
 
No new business 
 
 

 
5. Next Meeting:  Thursday, October 10, 2013 
       16th Floor, Room Z 
    Municipal Services Building 
    1401 JFK Blvd 
    Philadelphia, PA 19101 
 
 
 
 
6.  Adjourn: Meeting was adjourned at  2:35pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


