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CITY OF PHILADELPHIA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD 

 
 
 The meeting of the Air Pollution Control Board was held Thursday, February 7, 2013, 
2:00 pm, at the Municipal Services Building, 1401 John F. Kennedy Boulevard, 16th Floor, 
Room E.    

Eddie R. Battle, Chairman, presided: 
              

ATTENDING: Eddie Battle, Chair of the APCB 
   Nan Feyler, Chief of Staff, Department of Public Health 

Joseph O. Minott, Member, APCB 
   Thomas Edwards, Member, APCB 
   Dr. William Miller, Member, APCB 
   Dr. Arthur L Frank, Member, APCB 
   Dr. Shannon Martinez, APCB 
     
 

STAFF:  Thomas Huynh, Director, Air Management Services (AMS) 
   Edward Braun, Program Manager, AMS 
   Patrick O’Neill, Divisional Deputy Solicitor 
   Dennis Yuen, Deputy City Solicitor    
   Henry Kim, Chief, Program Services, AMS 
   Alison Riley, Voluntary Programs Coordinator, AMS 
   Meyliana Wu, Environmental Engineer II 
   Ramesh Mahadevan, Environmental Engineer II 
   Jiazheng Li, Environmental Engineer II 
   Noelle Helmstetter, Environmental Engineer I 
    
    
    

1.    WELCOME   
 
2.    ACTION ON MINUTES 
 

June 21, 2012 and October 15, 2012 minutes were accepted. 
 

3.    PROGRAM UPDATE 
 
          Tom Huynh reads Program Update (see attached). 
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Mr. Battle:  Any questions? 
 
Dr. Arthur Frank:  Under the Regulatory Services on page 2,  it says that there are roughly 144 
notices of violation resolved and $143,058 collected in fines. It seems it’s roughly a thousand a 
violation, but what is the range? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  It varies.  Some of the violations in the City Code could be $300, and a violation 
under EPA could be up to $25,000. But most the violations we can negotiate, and it depends on 
the nature of the violation and the ability to pay.  So, we cannot go out and penalize really small 
– 
 
Dr. Arthur Frank:  So, most of the fines are really small. 
 
Mr. Huynh:  So, the fine can be anywhere from $100 to $20,000.  There are some really big 
ones like the refinery which could be like 50 or 60 thousand dollars. 
 
Dr. Arthur Frank:  So, that’s why I was thinking simple math and division doesn’t work.  I just 
need to know the range, thank you. 
 
Mr. Huynh:  If the facility is a first time violation sometimes we give them a warning. 
 

Mr. Battle:  Any other questions?  Okay, Joe. 
 
Mr. Minott:  On your air monitoring, you look at three new sites, the one that is at the 
Torresdale train station, is there any industry around there?  What’s around there? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  Normal industry there, but the monitor is on the side next to 95 – less than a 
hundred feet.  Because the PM 2.5 concentration  drops off  rapidly the further away from  the 
traffic.  And Philadelphia is required to have two monitors.  We are still waiting for EPA to give 
us the money for the second monitor. 
 
Mr. Minott:  And the port monitor, down by Walmart, is that -- what other port facilities are 
around there? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  We are mostly monitoring for SIPP and also New Jersey, whatever emission may 
come across the river. On the Jersey side, Camden, they have an  incinerator.  Sometimes you get 
a south wind and you could get some – it depends on the season and time of year. 
 
Mr. Minott:  In terms of the Regulatory Services Activities, anti idling, it says 493 vehicles 
were observed at 18 locations and 10 citations were issued.  Does that mean that 483 vehicles did 
not exceed the idling time or some of those were just given warnings?  
 
Mr. Huynh:  In general, the inspector will issue a citation.  The warning, what happens is a 
citation is issued but that company was not issued a violation before -- then they will issue a 
warning. 
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Dr. Arthur Frank:  And do you get a sense that most companies that move goods and whatever 
are aware of the City’s regulation? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  I believe so.  We are working with SEPTA and meet with their supervisors and go 
around and make sure all the drivers are educated on the idling requirements. 
 
Mr. Minott:  I would also recommend that with the City’s Water Department, a lot of City 
services, their trucks idle a lot. 
 
Mr. Huynh:  I think there is an exception to the rule --- 
 
Ms. Riley:  -- when they are doing work -- when they are actively working. 
 
Mr. Minott:  And where is that exception?  Maybe we should do away with that. 
 
Ms. Feyler:  If there is a problem, maybe we should talk to the Water Department and they could 
do voluntary compliance – I mean I don’t object to that, but we may want to wait. 
 
Mr. Battle:  Any additional questions, comments? 
  
Mr. Miller:  Well, I have two questions.  Under Regulatory Services, the 290 complaints 
involving air pollution – can you generally characterize what that means?  What kind of air 
pollution? 
 
Mr. Huynh:   Mostly odors and things like that. 
 
Mr. Miller:   Do people complain about idling vehicles? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  Yes, we get that too.  Also, people can go to -- 
 
Ms. Riley:  Idle Free Philly. 
 
Dr. William Miller:  And my other question is Title V fees, what’s the destination of those 
fees? 
 
Mr. Huynh:  Those fees are especially required for Air Management and we also get an 
additional $700,000 from the State because the City doesn’t have enough to run the program.  
And that program is supposed to be audited every year. 
 

Mr. Battle:  Yes, Nan. 
 
Ms. Feyler:  Just one comment, which is, once again, to applaud AMS for how well the PERC 
rule has been implemented and I think we may also want to get some press maybe towards the 
end of the year.  I think it is a real success story, and unusual in many of the cities that have 
looked at it.   
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Also, I what to thank everybody, but Alison in particular.  Some of you may know getting the 
retrofit executive order has been implemented, and an arduous, lengthy, frustrating experience 
drenched in opposition from contactors, and I would like to think we are getting very close – it is 
a very important rule, obviously, and I am very excited.  So thank you very much, Alison. 
 
And, my question, Tom – I don’t know if you are prepared to answer this, but is there any update 
on the State budget or the Federal budget impacting AMS?  Or is it too hard to know because 
everything is in a flux? 
 
Mr. Huynh: Federal, the projection, I believe, comes out March 1 and it could be a four percent 
reduction.  It could be two or three hundred thousand dollars less. We are not really sure at this 
time what it is going to be. 
 
The State, last year we got $50,000 cut and this year they still don’t know yet.  They want to see 
the audit first.  Last year they gave us $700,000. 
 
Mr. Battle:  Okay, I just have one question under the Regulatory Services Activities, citizen 
complaints. You mentioned earlier that a citizen can call AMS or there’s a website – do you find 
it easy for people with complaints to use those channels or – 
 
Mr. Huynh:  Yes, it works for everybody.  Sometimes, recently, I got 250 complaints through 
my email about SPC, which is a company that mostly does their work at night.  And they have 
these explosions, which only last about a minute, but we have been having a hard time to catch 
them, and we have been spending a lot of time to catch them so that we can take enforcement 
action.  We are still in the process and working on that. 
 
Ms. Feyler:  What I would say, as a comment, is that we should all know this is really the word 
we want to get out and that is 311, not AMS.  You can call AMS, but for all of government,       
L & I, all of them is to get the message, especially during working hours.  We get reports about 
what calls come in to 311 and it could be interesting.  We keep 311 posted on any changes and 
we advise them should people call.  The goal is that you don’t have to use a specific number or 
website.  So they are then instructed immediately -- then transferred to AMS.   
 
I think what you are also raising is our capacity.  The noise issue is particularly difficult, and we 
ultimately have to spend the money to have people do an all night long surveillance 
investigation.  But, in any case, I think 311 is the goal. 
 
Mr. Battle:  Let’s move on to number 4, Regulations. 
  
 
4. Regulations   
 

Presentation on CSAPR and Mercury MACT given by Meyliana Wu 
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Mr. Battle:  Thank you.  Are there any questions or comments?   
 
6. Regulation X – Complex Source Review 
 
Mr. Battle:  Now, we move to number 5, Regulation X, Complex Source Review.  This requires 
an action on our part. 
 
Does everyone understand – we received materials some time ago – it was reworded for clarity 
and simplicity. 
 
Is there a motion? 
 
Mr. Minott:  I move that we adopt it. 
 
Dr. Arthur Frank:  Second. 
 
Mr. Battle:  The motion carries. 
 
 
6.  Next meeting, Thursday, June 6, 2013, MSB @ 2:00, Room E 
 
 
7.  Meeting Adjourned. 
 
 


