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I. Policy

This program provides the minimum safety requirements for protecting [Enter Department Name Here] employees from ocular hazards within the workplace and provides the requirements for the performance, use, installation, testing procedures, maintenance and training of emergency eyewash equipment.

This program shall apply to all [Enter Department Name Here] employees and to contractors during work that may disturb materials that would require the use of protective eyewear. This may include mechanics, engineering staff, maintenance, and custodial workers.

II. References

· OSHA 29 CFR 1910.133 – Eye and Face Protection
· OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c) – Medical and First Aid
· ANSI Z87.1-1989 – Eye and Face Protection

· ANSI Z358.1-2004 – Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment
III. Definitions

Drench Hose – A supplemental device consisting of a flexible hose connected to a flushing fluid supply and used to provide fluid to irrigate and flush face and body areas.

Eyewash – A device used to provide fluid to irrigate and flush the eyes.
Face-shield - A protective device commonly intended to shield the wearer’s face, or portions thereof, in addition to the eyes, from certain hazards.  Face-shields are secondary protectors and shall be used only with primary protectors.

Flow Pressure – The pressure in the water supply pipe near the water outlet while the faucet or outlet is fully open and flowing.

Flow Regulator – A mechanical device to control the flow of flushing fluid through pipes.

Flushing Fluid – Potable water, preserved water, preserved buffered saline solution or other medically acceptable solution manufactured and labeled in accordance with applicable government regulations.

Goggles - A protective device intended to fit the face immediately surrounding the eyes in order to shield the eyes from a variety of hazards. 

Indirect Vented Goggle - A protective device intended to fit the face immediately surrounding the eyes in order to shield the eyes from splash and impact.

Lens - The transparent part of a protective device through which the wear sees.

Lens, prescription (RX) - A lens manufactured to the wearer’s individual corrective prescription.

Non-vented Goggles - A protective device intended to fit the face immediately surrounding the eyes in order to shield the eyes from fumes.

Potable Water – Water that is suitable for drinking.

Primary Protector - A device, which may be worn alone or in conjunction with secondary protector.

Secondary Protector - A device, which shall be worn only in conjunction with primary protectors.

Sideshield - A device, commonly attached to spectacles, that provides side exposure protection to the eye.

Stay-Open Valve – A valve that, once activated, must be closed manually by the user.

Tepid – Moderately warm; lukewarm.
Vented Goggles - A protective device intended to fit the face immediately surrounding the eyes in order to shield the eyes from impact only.

Welding Helmet - A protective device intended to shield the eyes and face from optical radiation and impact.  Welding helmets are secondary protectors and shall be used in conjunction with primary protectors.

IV. Protective Eyewear Program

A. General Requirements

Initial hazard assessments shall be conducted by [Enter Dept. Name Here] for all job tasks and processes requiring the use of personal protective eyewear using the form included in Appendix A. Hazard assessments shall be updated if any job task and/or process has changed and/or annually at a minimum. 

1. Eye and Face Protection

The [Enter Dept. Name Here] shall ensure that each affected employee uses appropriate eye or face protection when exposed to eye or face hazards from flying objects, molten metal, liquid chemicals, acids or caustic liquids, chemical gases or vapors, or potentially injurious light radiation.

2.
Side Protectors
Safety glasses shall have permanent side protectors.  Additionally, any prescription lenses subsidized by the [Enter Dept. Name Here] must include permanent side shields.

3.
Prescription Lenses

Each employee who wears prescription lenses shall wear protection that incorporates the prescription or protection that can be worn over the prescription lenses, when involved in a potential eye hazard situation.  Prescription lenses subsidized by the [Enter Department Name Here] must include permanent side shields.

- [Enter Depart Procedures here for obtaining prescription Safety Glasses]

4.
Contact Lenses

Contact lenses are not a form of eye protection nor considered personal protective equipment.  The wearing of contact lenses in the workplace shall be allowed within these limitations.

· With the use of appropriate safety glasses or safety goggles, when such PPE is required.

· If non-vented safety goggles are used where chemical vapors are presented.

· If non-vented safety goggles are used in the presence of particulates or dusty atmospheres.

· Not in conjunction with welding operations or UV emitting sources.

· [List others]

[Delete section if not applicable]

· The wearing of contact lenses in the workplace should be avoided:

· When working in laboratories (CFR 1910.1450).  (Note:  Employees who wear contact lenses should inform their supervisor in order that appropriate care can be given in the event of an emergency.)

5.   Disposal of Defective and Damaged Equipment

Defective or damaged Eye and Face Protection (EFP) shall not be used.  Each employee is responsible for inspecting all EFP prior to its use to ensure that the equipment is in good working condition.  EFP inspection guidelines are outlined in Appendix B.  Defective or damaged EFP shall be marked/tagged as defective or damaged (if applicable) and return to the supervisor or disposed of in trashcans, if so instructed.

Employees may request non-disposal (e.g, safety glasses, goggles, face shields, etc.) EFP by filling out Appendix D and submitting it to their supervisor.  Disposable EFP shall be located (enter where disposable EFP will be stocked.)
6.    PPE Distribution and Replacement
The [Enter Department Name Here] has selected and provided the appropriate EFP for its employees and visitors.  Visitors must return non-disposable EFP at the end of their visit.  The [Enter Department Name Here] will provide required EFP at no charge to employees at the initial assignment to the department and in the event their EFP needs to be replaced due to damage or wear.  Exceptions:

[Delete following section if not applicable to your Dept.]

· At the time of employment and every (enter number of years) years thereafter, there will be a [$   ] reimbursement for prescription safety glasses meeting ANSI Z87.1-1989 requirements.  Subsidized prescription safety glasses will only be made available to those employees required to wear safety glasses for a particular task or as a minimum PPE requirement.  Prescription safety glasses must have permanent side shields.

B.
Minimum Requirements
(Departments should customize based on actual workplace hazard assessments performed.)

Safety glasses or goggles (depending on the task) shall be worn by personnel in the following divisions/units:

[List where safety glasses or goggles are required]

Protective eye and face protection for welding operations shall be used for all welding operations.  Filter lenses for protection against radiant energy shall be used in accordance with CFR 1910.133 and Appendix C.
C.  Personal Protective Eyewear Inspection Guidelines 

All personal protective eyewear shall be inspected before use.  Inspection guidelines are outlined in Appendix B.  

D.  Protection Against Radiant Energy Guidelines

Information on filter lenses for protection against radiant energy are provided in Appendix C.
V. Emergency Eyewash Program

A.
General Requirements

1.

Installation and Design

Installation and design of eyewash equipment shall be conducted according to the manufacture’s instructions and in compliance with OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c) and ANSI Z358.1-2004.  


2.
Inspection, Maintenance and Testing

Plumbed Emergency Eyewash

· Frequency of equipment inspection and testing shall be conducted according to the manufacture’s instructions and in compliance with OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c) and ANSI Z358.1-2004. 

· The equipment shall be activated at least weekly for a period long enough to verify operation and assure that flushing fluid is available. 

· A means shall be provided to ensure that a controlled flow of flushing fluid is provided to both eyes simultaneously at a velocity low enough to be non-injurious to the user.

· All units shall be inspected annually to assure conformance with ANSI Z358.1 – 2004.

Self-Contained Emergency Eyewash Stations



· Frequency of equipment inspection and testing shall be conducted according to the manufacture’s instructions and in compliance with OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c) and ANSI Z358.1-2004. 

· The equipment shall be visibly checked to determine if flushing fluid needs to be changed or supplemented.  

· All units shall be inspected annually to assure conformance with ANSI Z358.1 – 2004.

3. Eyewash Inspection Tags

· Inspection tags shall be located at all eyewash stations and filled out during equipment inspection and testing

· Frequency of equipment inspection and testing shall be conducted according to the manufacture’s instructions and in compliance with OSHA 29 CFR 1910.151(c) and ANSI Z358.1-2004. 

· Below is a sample copy of the eyewash station inspection tag.  
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B. Responsibilities

1. The [Enter Dept. Name Here] is responsible for ensuring that the procedure is working effectively and for reviewing the procedure on an annual basis and making any necessary changes.

2. The [Enter Dept. Name Here] is responsible for implementing and enforcing the information outlined in this procedure and supplying all contractors the Emergency Eyewash Procedure and the locations of all emergency eyewash and shower equipment within their work area.

3. The [Enter Department Name Here] has identified the following personnel responsible for maintenance, testing, and training of eyewash and shower equipment as outlined in this procedure: 
· Maintenance -  [insert personnel here]

· Testing - [insert personnel here]

· Training - [insert personnel here]
4. The [Enter Dept. Name Here] is responsible to ensure that all employees are trained on the Vision Conservation Program and the locations of all emergency eyewash and shower equipment within their work area.

5. All [Enter Dept. Name Here] employees are responsible for the content of the Vision Conservation Procedure and to follow the procedure outlined in this program.

VI. Appendices
Appendix A – Personal Protective Eyewear Hazard Assessment Survey Form

Appendix B – Personal Protective Eyewear Inspection Guidelines
Appendix C – Filter Lenses for Protection against Radiant Energy

Appendix D – Personal Protective Equipment request Form
Appendix A


Personal Protective Eyewear
Hazard Assessment Survey Form
	Evaluation Completed by:
	
	
	Phone Number:
	

	Supervisor Signature:
	
	
	Date:
	

	Supervisor Title:
	
	
	
	


	Building/Street Location:
	Specific Location at Site:
	Division/Unit:

	Procedure(s) being assessed:

	
	

	Are personnel exposed to
	Eye and Face Protection

	hazards from:
	No
	Yes
	Procedure/Activity
	PPE Require/Provided

	Flying Particles
	
	
	
	

	Molten Metal
	
	
	
	

	Liquid Chemicals
	
	
	
	

	Acids
	
	
	
	

	Caustic Liquids
	
	
	
	

	Chemical Gases/Vapors
	
	
	
	

	Injurious Light Radiation
	
	
	
	

	Other:


	
	
	
	

	
	


Appendix B
Personal Protective Eyewear Inspection Guidelines
Any of the following conditions would result in PPE being considered defective and require either repair or replacement.

Safety Glasses

Inspect lenses for:

· Scratches.

· Severe chips or cracks.

· Haziness or impaired vision.

Inspect side-shields for:

· Broken or missing side shield.  (Note, if your safety glasses obtain side shields that are clip-on or detachable, replace only the broken or missing side-shield).

Inspect temples for:

· Damage, such as distortion or disfiguring.

· Any other defects that adversely affects the fit.

Safety Goggles

Inspect lenses for:

· Scratches.

· Severe chips or cracks.

· Haziness or impaired vision.

Inspect band for:

· Elasticity frays or tears.

Face Shield

Inspect the faceshield (window) for:

· Scratches.

· Severe chips or cracks.

· Haziness or impaired vision.

Inspect the suspension for:

· Adjustability.

· Cracks.

· The existence of the browguard and sweatband.

· Any other defects that adversely affects the fit.

Appendix C
Filter Lenses for Protection Against Radiant Energy

	Operations
	Electrode Size 1/32 in.
	Arc Current
	Minimum (*)

Protective Shade

	Shielded metal
	
	
	

	  Arc welding
	Less than 3
	Less than 60
	7

	
	3 – 5 
	60 – 160
	8

	
	5 – 8
	160 – 250
	10

	
	More than 8
	250 – 550
	11

	
	
	
	

	Gas metal arc welding and flux cored are welding
	
	Less than 60
	7

	
	
	60 – 160
	10

	
	
	160 – 250
	10

	
	
	250 – 500
	10

	Gas tungsten
	
	
	

	  Arc welding 
	
	Less than 50
	8

	
	
	50 – 150
	8

	
	
	150 – 500
	10

	Air carbon
	(Light)
	Less than 500
	10

	Arc cutting
	(Heavy)
	500 – 1000
	11

	Plasma arc welding
	
	Less than 20
	6

	
	
	20 – 100
	8

	
	
	100 – 400
	10

	
	
	400 – 800
	11

	Plasma arc
	(Light) (**)
	Less than 300
	8

	  Cutting
	(Medium) (**)
	300 – 400
	9

	
	(Heavy) (**)
	400 – 800
	10

	Torch brazing
	
	
	3

	Torch soldering
	
	
	2

	Carbon arc welding
	
	
	14

	
	
	
	


Appendix C
Filter Lenses for Protection Against Radiant Energy

	Operations
	Plate thickness – inches
	Plate thickness - mm
	Minimum (*)

Protective Shade

	Gas welding
	
	
	

	  Light
	Under 1/8
	Under 3.2
	4

	  Medium
	1/8 to ½
	3.2 to 12.7
	5

	  Heavy
	Over ½
	Over 12.7
	6

	
	
	
	

	Oxygen cutting
	
	
	

	  Light
	Under 1
	Under 25
	3

	  Medium
	1 to 6
	25 to 150
	4

	  Heavy 
	Over 6
	Over 150
	5

	
	
	
	


Footnote (*) As a rule of thumb, start with a shade that is too dark to see the weld zone.  Then go to a lighter shade that gives sufficient view of the weld zone without going below the minimum.  In oxy-fuel gas welding or cutting where the torch produces a high yellow light, it is desirable to use a filter lens that absorbs the yellow or sodium line in the visible light of the (spectrum) operation.

These values apply where the actual arc is clearly seen.  Experience has shown that lighter filters may be used when the arc is hidden by the work-piece.

Appendix D

Personal Protective Equipment Request Form

	Employee Name:

	
	Division/Unit:
	

	Supervisor:

	
	Date of Request:
	


Please provide me with the following personal protective equipment:

Eyes and Face Protection


Head Protection
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Safety glasses



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hard hat

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Safety goggles



 FORMCHECKBOX 

Bump cap

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Face shield

Foot Protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Chemical resistant boots

Hand Protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Anti-vibration

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Leather

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cotton Gloves

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Nitrile

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Neoprene

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Cut resistant (e.g., Kevlar)

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Thermal

Body Protection
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Fire retardant clothing

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Chemical resistant apron

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Chemical resistant suit (e.g., Tyvek)

	Other (please list)
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