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D. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION METHODS

Hazard identification methodology includes procedures used for the identification and the implementation of control recommendations for occupational safety and health hazards. 

The primary method in identifying workplace hazards is to perform walk-thru surveys to detect and eliminate potential safety and health hazards. The preferred tool used during a walk-thru survey is an inspection checklist, which assists the Safety Officer or designees in conducting thorough safety and health inspections of their areas of responsibility. (See the attached safety inspection checklist). Walk-thru surveys should be completed periodically with all occupied buildings inspected at least annually. Once the safety and health inspection checklists are completed, one copy is provided to the supervisor(s) at the area of the inspection, a second copy is maintained by the Safety Officer. Inspection checklists should be kept for a period of at least three years. 

Following an inspection, notes should be reviewed against reference sources to determine if any hazards exist. Any research on control recommendations should include consultation with the City of Philadelphia’s Risk Management’s Safety and Loss Prevention Division and based on the site conditions, operational needs nature of the hazard and other factors, control recommendations should be formulated.  

Reports including recommendations should present options and methods for controlling hazards and mitigating dangerous conditions. Managers responsible for the operations surveyed will be responsible for responding to the recommendations in the reports.  
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