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What is WalkSafePHL?  
 WalkSafePHL is a program 

run by Town Watch 
Integrated Services (TWIS) 

 
 WalkSafePHL is an 

expansion of Safe Corridors 
 
 WalkSafePHL is a 

collaboration with many 
other city agencies, the 
School District of 
Philadelphia, and 
community partners 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WalkSafe PHL and the number of school closures. That the program was created as a reaction to those closures. 
Town Watch is actually a city agency, and is the lead city agency in organizing the project. 
TWIS trains volunteers to identify safe walking routes for children walking to and from school




How WalkSafePHL Began…  
 This year more than 20 

schools are closing and there 
are about 50 receiving 
schools 
 

 Students will be entering new 
schools in unfamiliar 
communities 
 

 Student safety is a major 
concern for parents, teachers, 
and community members 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
the program “tried our best to figure out what schools would be receiving the most students and prioritized those safe routes”



Potential Havens 

 Businesses 
 Faith centers 
 Community centers 
 Police stations 
 Fire stations 
 Libraries 
 Schools 



 
Potential Concerns 

 
 Vacant lots 
 Abandoned buildings 
 Parks 
 Bars 
 Dangerous intersections 
 Large groups of people 
 Poor street lights 
 Construction areas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Example picture of a closed down school—abandoned, takes up the whole block



Map of All 
Routes 



Example Route: West 
Philly & Lea SC 

1. CVS—Safe Haven 
2. Forman Mills—Safe 

Haven 
3. Children’s Hospital of 

Philadelphia branch 
4. Renewal Presbyterian 

Church 
 

A. Closed school 
B. Abandoned factory 
C. Auto shop 
D. Abandoned lot 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mechanic-cars on sidewalk



Patterns with Safe Havens 
 Multiple grocery or corner stores 

were identified as Safe Havens 
 

 Business owners were 
enthusiastic and willing to sign 
up to help make community 
safer  
 

 Business owners were 
concerned that their stores 
would become “hang out” spots 

 



Problems in Identifying 
 Safe Havens 

 Language barrier with shop owners 
 

 Long stretches of residential neighborhoods 
 

 Maps did not always link two schools 
 

 Insufficient knowledge of area 
 
 



Results 
 30 routes walked and analyzed 
 68 Safe Havens identified 
 Enthusiastic Safe Haven volunteers 
 Added “official” classification to something 

that community volunteers/businesses 
naturally do 

 Increased morale and built a sense of 
community among businesses 



Next Steps 
 Expand social media 

 
 Distribute signs to identified Safe Havens 

 
 Create information pamphlets for receiving school 

distribution to parents 
 

 Create system to monitor the effectiveness of Safe 
Haven locations and routes  
 

 Adapt system for continuing school closures 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Facebook, Twitter, launching the website
Press Coneference in the future



WalkSafePHL.org 



Questions? 
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