
West Philadelphia 
Promise Zone 

Vacancy and Land 
Use Survey 

Mayor’s Internship Program  
City of Philadelphia 
Summer 2014 



West Philadelphia Promise Zone 
 
 

● 11 neighborhoods 
 
● 11,344 parcels, 

43,250,845 sq ft 
 
● 35,315 residents  
 
● >50% poverty rate 

 
 



Vacancy in the Promise Zone 

Vacant land: 

• 2,380 parcels (21%) 

• >3 million sq ft (9%) 
  

Vacant buildings: 

• 749 parcels (7%) 

• >2 million sq ft (5%) 
 
 

Vacant Land 
21% 

Vacant  
Buildings 

7% 



• 6 potential sites 
for an urban 
farm  

 
• Identified areas 

of contiguous 
vacancy 

Potential Proposal to Address Vacancy 



Access to Assets  

 
● Walkable healthy 

food options  
 
● Corner stores 
 



Proposal 
 
 
● Urban farms 
 
● Local access to healthy food 
 
● Economic sustainability  
 
 



Urban Farms 
 
● Utilize vacant land 

 
● Provide affordable access to fresh 

produce  
 
● Various distribution options 

 
● Opportunity for community 

engagement  
 
 



● Connecting produce to residents and businesses 
 
● Evidence-based work 
 
● Utilize existing networks 

 
● Engage community to build resident support 

Connecting 



Local Access to Food 
 
● Philadelphia Healthy Corner Store Network 
 
● Utilizes colorful signs that  

provide easy-to-use nutrition  
information” 

 

 



Economic Sustainability  

● Balance between community benefit and 
profitable distribution 

 
● Goal of selling product at farmer’s markets,corner 

stores, and local restaurants 

 
 



Economic Sustainability 

 
● Generate revenue from sales (corner stores and 

farmers markets) 
 

● Explore public-private partnership model 
  
● Apply for grant funding from various sources 



Examples of Success  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Challenges 
 
● Community engagement need to determine 

interest, structure of organization and site 
selection 
 

● Further analysis needed (e.g. ownership, land 
quality, zoning) 
 

● Partnerships with existing institutions and 
organizations (e.g. Drexel, Mill Creek, PHS) 

 
 



Questions? 
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