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Background 

 East Kensington lies 
between Kensington 
and Fishtown 

 Neighborhood in 
transition with potential 

 East Kensington 
Neighborhood 
Association (EKNA) 
determined sidewalks to 
be an important issue 

 Many sidewalks 
damaged and neglected 



Project Goals 

Quantify damage of 
sidewalks identified by EKNA 

 Calculate cost of replacing 
sidewalks 

 Prioritize sidewalks by both 
damage and proximity to key 
community services 



Importance of Sidewalks 

 Nice sidewalks vital for transition 

 Important for accessibility, 
presentation, desirability 

 Children can play outside more 

 Ability to maneuver the 
neighborhood 

 Foot traffic for businesses 

 Enhancement of public sphere 



What We Did 

 Surveyed sidewalks in East 
Kensington 

 Used hand-rollers to take 
different measurements 

 Focus points: cracks, tree 
pits, holes, missing, 
rising/sinking, vegetation, 
debris, etc 



Methodology 

 Came up with a system to rank sidewalks 

 3 broad groups of categorical variables 

 Point system for quantitative variables 

 Raw score on scale of 0-10 

 Correlation coefficient: .86 



Severity of 
Damage Among 
Community-
Identified 
Sidewalks 



Sidewalk 
Replacement 
Priority 
Scores 



Cost Analysis 

 Replacement cost: 
$103/square yard 

 Cost estimate to 
install/replace: 
 25% highest priority 

sidewalks: $228,300 
 50% highest priority : 

$557,600 
 All damage: $833,300 
 Only missing: $84,300 

   Goal: to improve the neighborhood and the lives of its residents 



Recommendations / Next Steps 

 Obtain funding 

 Address highest priority sidewalks first: impact 
greatest number of people 

 Take measures to protect repaired sidewalks 
 Pollards 
 Tree planters 
 Curbs 
 Better enforcement 
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