
2014 Results 



• For 8 weeks, our group surveyed over 300 people receiving 
free meals in Philadelphia 

• Each week, each person surveyed 5 different people at 
different meal sites 

• We surveyed at a variety of indoor and outdoor meal sites  
• Respondents received 2 SEPTA tokens for successfully 

completing the survey 
• Respondents remained anonymous   



• High Poverty Rate 
• Lack of adequate public 

supports and/or earned 
benefits 

• Lack of affordable 
transportation 

• Lack of affordable housing 
and inadequate housing 
assistance 

• Lack of affordable health 
care 

• Domestic violence 
• Inadequate support for 

mental health and substance 
use challenges 
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Sources: HUD Homelessness Assistance Program reports and ACS data. 
Rate is homeless households as share of all households. 

 



Ethnicity  N=323 

African American 69.35% (224) 

Caucasian 12.38% (40) 

Mixed/ Multiple 9.29% (30) 

Other 6.50% (21) 

 
Asian/ Pacific Islander 

 

 
0.62% (2) 

Native American 0.31% (1) 

Refused 1.55% (5) 

Gender N=323 

Female 29.10% (94) 

Male 70.59 (228) 

Median Age: 50-54 



• Outdoors 
• Family Court = 169 
• 16th and Parkway = 20 

• Indoors 
• Sunday Breakfast = 10 
• St John’s = 20 
• Resurrection Baptist = 18 
• Salvation Army = 19 
• Blessed Sarnelli = 22 
• Bethel Presbyterian = 13 
• Bright Hope = 17 
• Mercy Hospice = 10 
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Mental Health Self-Assessment 
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Top Additional Services Requested  
(N = 261) 

Additional Services Requested - 
Three per respondent (N=261) 
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Housing 
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Social worker 
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Mail 
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Nothing 
Other 



 • In 2013, surveyed PFAC 
providers: 
• Served 597,800 meals 
• Fed 40,470 unique guests 

(est.) 
• At 23 sites in Center City 
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