
 

 

Philadelphia Board of Ethics 

ADVISORY ALERT 

Online Filing for Lobbying Expense Reports  

Available on Monday, April 28, 2014 

 

The purpose of this Alert is to announce that the Expense Report function of the Philadelphia 

Lobbying Information System (PLIS), the online electronic filing system, will become available at 

noon on Monday, April 28, 2014, at http://plis.cloudapp.net/ for filing quarterly lobbying expense 

reports and that Expense Reports for the first quarter of calendar year 2014 will be due on or before 

May 28, 2014.   

 

All Expense Reports for the first quarter of calendar year 2014 must be filed electronically, and no 

paper Expense Reports will be accepted. 

 

Section 20-1200 of the Philadelphia Code, the Lobbying Code, mandates registration and expense 

reporting requirements for individuals and entities that engage in legislative and administrative 

lobbying in Philadelphia.  The Lobbying Code further requires that Expense Reports for the first 

quarter of calendar year 2014, which disclose lobbying activity during the period of time from January 

1, 2014 through March 31, 2014, shall be filed no later than April 30, 2014. 

 

However, Section 20-1203 of the Lobbying Code anticipates that each principal will have a 30-day 

period of time during which to prepare and electronically file a quarterly expense report.  The Board of 

Ethics acknowledges that a 30-day period is a reasonable and necessary length of time to prepare and 

file a quarterly expense report using the electronic filing system mandated by the Lobbying Code. 

 

Therefore, although Section 20-1203 of the Lobbying Code provides that the Expense Report for the 

first quarter of calendar year 2014 shall be filed no later than April 30, 2014, because the online 

Expense Report function will first become available on April 28, 2014, the Board will consider as 

timely filed an Expense Report for the First Quarter of 2014 that is filed on or before May 28, 2014.  

That date is 30 days after the Expense Report software will become available to receive a 2014 first 

quarter Expense Report. 

 

Section 20-1207 of the Lobbying Code provides that civil monetary penalties may be imposed for 

violations of that Code, including penalties for late filing of an Expense Report.  However, the Board 

will not impose a civil monetary penalty for lateness of a 2014 first quarter Expense Report if that 

report is filed on or before May 28, 2014. 

 

In all other respects, the Lobbying Code and Board Regulation No. 9, Lobbying, remain in effect. 
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