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Justice for Victims. Justice for All. – Victims Rights Week April 13-19, 2008  
 

The District Attorney’s Office and the other member organizations of the Philadelphia Coalition for Victim 
Advocacy (PCVA) will be joining with victims, advocates, and local officials to mark National Crime Victims' 
Rights Week, April 13-19, 2008. “Justice for Victims. Justice for All.” is this year’s theme. PCVA will host events 
that honor victims, their families, and those who serve them.   
 

Prior to the week’s start, PCVA’s will hold its annual Candle Lighting Vigil on Friday, April 11, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the First Unitarian Church of Philadelphia at 2120 Chestnut Street. This event honors crime victims and 
survivors of violence, and takes a stand against crime in our communities. On Monday, April 14, 2008, PCVA will 
sponsor a bus to Harrisburg, PA to join victims, advocates, and officials from across the state for a victims’ rights 
rally inside the Capital building. Victims Rights Week will conclude on April 18 with an awards luncheon at the 
Cystal Tea Room in the Wanamaker Building, recognizing those who have provided exceptional service to 
victims and the community.  
 

Additionally, PCVA will launch a public service campaign with posters displayed on SEPTA bus routes 
throughout the city during the month of April as part of the outreach effort to crime victims. A hotline number, 
215-567-5000, has been set up for the period during the campaign. Victims will be able to call and receive 
information regarding their rights and services available to them. 
 

Please visit the Victim Assistance pages of the DA’s Office website for more information about our victim 
services. 
 

Assistant District Attorney File Markings  
 

Anthony Klampfer, 57, a career criminal, was convicted after a trial of ethnic intimidation, institutional vandalism 
and related offenses for defacing the doors of St. John Cantius Catholic Church in Port Richmond. He was 
sentenced on February 29, 2008 to three to seven years in state prison. He was prosecuted by ADA Caroline 
Keating.  
 

Dominick Peoples, 23, was convicted on February 29, 2008 of first degree murder for the July 2005 murder of 
19 year old Lamar Canada in North Philadelphia. Peoples had chased the victim, wounded him and then shot 
into Canada's open mouth as he lay disabled on the ground. Peoples will spend the remainder of his life in 
prison. The prosecutor was ADA Mike Barry. 
 

Jose Colon, 40, was convicted following a bench trial of sexual assault, unlawful contact with a minor and 
related offenses. The defendant met the twelve year old victim on a chat line, arranged a meeting and took her to 
his home where he sexually assaulted her. He was sentenced on March 5, 2008 to 11 to 22 years incarceration, 
followed by an additional five years of reporting sex offender probation. The prosecutor was ADA Gwenn 
Cujdik.  
 

Priscilla Pope, 58, shot two unarmed acquaintances, one in the back and one in the chest and stomach, during 
an argument on August 1, 1986 in Strawberry Mansion. In 1987, the defendant failed to appear for court and was 
a fugitive for 17 years until she was arrested in Massachusetts under an assumed name. At trial, the defendant 
was convicted of two counts of aggravated assault and weapons offenses. On March 6, 2008, she was 
sentenced to 5 to 10 years incarceration and 5 years consecutive probation. ADA Carol Sweeney prosecuted 
this case. 
 

http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw2008/welcome.html
http://ovc.ncjrs.gov/ncvrw2008/welcome.html
http://www.pcvainfo.org/
http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney


Andre Lewis, 36, was convicted of unlawful possession of a handgun. A citizen alerted police that a man 
walking down the street had just fired a gun into the air. Police stopped Lewis and recovered a loaded handgun 
from him. On March 11, 2008, he was sentenced to 4.5 years to 9 years in state prison. ADA Andrew 
Notaristefano was the prosecutor in Gun Court.  
 

Simeon Bozic, 29, and a codefendant brutally beat and stabbed to death 21 year old student Asia Adams, then 
set fire to her body in an attempt to destroy evidence. ADA Carlos Vega obtained a first degree murder 
conviction from a jury against Bozic on March 12, 2008.  ADA Vega obtained a first degree murder conviction 
against codefendant Thomas Strobe, 28, in 2007. Both defendants were sentenced to life in prison.   
 

Jerry Best, 36, was sentenced March 13, 2008 to 45 to 90 years incarceration after a jury convicted him of six 
counts of robbery and one count of burglary. Best targeted women in Germantown on their way home from work, 
robbing them at point of sawed-off shotgun. The burglary was of a neighbor's home. He was prosecuted by ADA 
Lauren Baraldi.  
 

Tracy McIntosh, 54, a professor at the University of Pennsylvania, sexually assaulted an incoming student in his 
campus office. After pleading no contest and being found guilty of sexual assault, he received an unreasonably 
lenient sentence. The District Attorney successfully appealed and got the sentence vacated. Defendant again 
pleaded no contest and was found guilty of sexual assault, and was sentenced to 3.5 to 7 years in state prison.   
ADA Richard DeSipio, ADA Catherine Thurston and ADA Bill Young prosecuted the case.        
 

The Tough Cookie Broadcasts on the Big Talker  
 

District Attorney Lynne Abraham recently launched her new talk radio show with local on-air personality Dom 
Giordano. The DA’s show is broadcast live on WPHT, 1210 AM and on-line at www.thebigtalker1210.com 
the second Monday of each month at 9:00 p.m. The DA and Giordano will discuss local and national crime 
issues and field calls from listeners. The next show will air live on Monday, April 14, 2008. 
 

Teen Finds Loaded Gun on Bus, Turns It Into Police  
Gun Owner Arrested & Charged 
 

The District Attorney’s Office, the Philadelphia Police Department and the Philadelphia Fire Department recently 
thanked and praised Randall Watson, 15, for his actions as a good citizen. 
 

On February 29, 2008, while traveling home from school on a SEPTA bus, Randall found a navy blue backpack 
on the seat in the rear of the bus. Randall, a 9th grade student, looked inside the backpack and found a fully 
loaded 9mm Beretta handgun inside. When Randall got off the bus to go home, he turned the backpack and the 
weapon into the Fire Station located at 44th St. and Belmont Ave., where he waited until police came to recover 
the weapon. 
 

“I am very proud of Randall,” said District Attorney Lynne Abraham. “His actions as a responsible young man and 
a good citizen directly resulted in an arrest and the confiscation of a dangerous weapon. There is no telling what 
might have happened had the backpack and gun fallen into the wrong hands. I am delighted to certify Randall an 
Honorary Law Enforcement Officer.” The DA also presented Randall with a $100 check card from her non-profit 
Urban Genesis, an autographed boxing glove from Philadelphia fighting legend Bernard Hopkins and an offer to 
join the Office as a summer intern. Deputy Police Commissioner Richard Ross also heaped praise and tokens of 
appreciation from the Philadelphia Police Department upon the teenager. 
 

As a result of Randall’s actions, the Gun Violence Task Force conducted an investigation and arrested Robert 
Freeman the gun’s owner. Freeman faces multiple Violation of Uniform Firearms Act charges. Assistant District 
Attorney Pat Link will prosecute the case.    
 

Randall is the eldest of six children, four brothers and one sister, all of whom are being raised by his father, 
Charles Watson.  
 

Philadelphia Gets a New DA – For a Day 
 

Nadira Tarboro, 17, was sworn-in as the District Attorney of Philadelphia on February 25, 2008 as a part of the 
Police Athletic League (PAL) Day at City Hall. DA Tarboro and 26 other PAL youths, recognized for academics 
and community service, were selected to be sworn-in and shadow assorted Philadelphia government officials for 
the day. Each student was given the opportunity to learn more about the daily operations of their assigned 
department and how it impacts the citizens of Philadelphia. The day is made possible by the support of sponsors 
Lockheed Martin and Charming Shoppes. 
 

http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/multimedia/ToughCookieBigTalker.html
http://www.thebigtalker1210.com/
http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/multimedia/RandallWatson.html
http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/crimePrevention/urbanGenesis.html
http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/gunRemovalProgram.html
http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/communityRelations/daDay.html
http://www.phillypal.com/


DA Tarboro has been a member of the Cozen PAL center, under the direction of Police Office Vanessa 
Jennings, for the last seven years. She is set to graduate from Central High School in June and wishes to attend 
law school after graduating from college. DA Tarboro is involved in many extra curricular activities including, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, pep squad, fashion club, gospel choir and other church activities. She has four years of 
work experience at Cozen O'Connor serving as a file clerk and feels the number one problem in Philadelphia is 
the accessibility to guns and drugs. The District Attorney’s Office would like thank Nadira Tarboro for her one day 
of leadership. 
 

Drug Forfeiture Auction Set for April 17, 2008  
 

The Philadelphia District Attorney's Office holds Forfeiture Real Estate Auctions for forfeited properties twice a 
year. The next auction is Thursday, April 17, 2008. Auction proceeds assist with the Office’s commitment to 
making our communities and neighborhoods safer through anti drug initiatives. The Office complies with the 
mandate of the Controlled Substance Forfeiture Act (42 Pa. C.S.A.–6801) requiring that forfeiture funds be used 
for “enforcement of the Drug Act.”   
 

A partial list of properties for the next Forfeiture Real Estate Auction can be found here. Pictures are available for 
the underlined properties. Please check back often leading up to the auction date for additional properties and 
complete information regarding the time and location for the next auction. 
 

Gun Violence Task Force Charges Nine with the Illegal Transfer of 28 Guns 
 

The Gun Violence Task Force of the District Attorney’s Office recently charged nine more individuals with the 
illegal transfer of 28 handguns. Since it began in December 2006, the Task Force has opened over 500 
investigations involving the illegal transfer of firearms, made 121 arrests, and seized 240 firearms. In addition, 
the Task Force has assisted Philadelphia police in solving numerous shootings, burglaries, and at least one 
homicide. 
 

In December 2006, with funding from the State Legislature and spearheaded by State Senator Vincent Fumo, 
District Attorney Lynne Abraham and Attorney General Tom Corbett launched the Gun Violence Task Force to 
attack the proliferation of illegal guns on city streets. Composed of veteran investigators and seasoned 
prosecutors, and working in close coordination with the Philadelphia Police Department, the Task Force began 
operations in Southwest Philadelphia and has since expanded into all six of the city’s police divisions.  
 

Under Pennsylvania law, a convicted felon is prohibited from purchasing a firearm. Licensed gun dealers require 
proof of identity and perform a record check prior to making a sale. Unable to purchase firearms from a licensed 
dealer, felons illegally purchase weapons “on the street” or hire “Straws”, citizens with no criminal record, to 
purchase guns for them. The “Straw”, after buying the gun and delivering it to the felon, frequently reports the 
gun as stolen in an attempt to avoid criminal responsibility when the gun is later used in a crime.  
 

Employees Donate More Than $30k to Local & National Charities 
 

The employees of the District Attorney’s Office have generously contributed $30,858 to an array of charities 
through the City of Philadelphia Employees’ Combined Campaign. Every neighborhood in the city has been 
positively impacted by generosity of campaign donors. This year the DA’s Office staff eclipsed the 2007 
campaign contributions by more than $8,000 and employee participation increased by 14%. 2008 marks the 
silver anniversary of the city’s charitable campaign.   

 
 

This e-mail was delivered to you by the Philadelphia District Attorney's Office.    
You can be removed from this email list by sending us a message. 

 

http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/communityRelations/auctions.html
http://www.phila.gov/districtattorney/gunRemovalProgram.html
mailto:PhilaDA.Newsletter@phila.gov?subject=Unsubscribe__

