


Write Yeur name here.

This book is all about
going to court.



Going to Coevurt

Hi! I'm Jesse. My friend
Tanya and I have just Soon, you will be
come from Court. going to Court, too.

Going to Court is an itispertafit job.

When we go to Court, we talk to the Judee.



This is Joeur beek to keep.

You can read it.

Write in it.

Color in it.

DPoedl all you want in it.

It is yours -- you can take it home with you.



Maybe it’s something we saw or heard.
Maybe it’s something that happened to us.

Whatever we say, telling the Judge
makes us witnesses. This is called testifying.
That is another word for "telling the truth."”

At school, we have rules so that work gets
done and no one gets hurt.

Grownups have rules too. They call
their rules laws. The Judge helps make
sure everyone follows them.

The Judge decides if a grownup

followed a law or broke it. This grownup
is called the Defendant. To figure it out,
the Judge needs to find out what happened.



By being a witness, we help the
Judge find out what happened.

So, read this book and do the activities to learn
all about being a witness. We’ll come with you.

Together, we can think of questions to ask to help make your job easier.
We’ll also learn things about Court and the people who work there.



Things To Do Before
You &e To Court

A day in Court can be tiring.
The night before you go to Court, go to bed early and get your rest.

You should also eat some
breakfast before you come to
the Court House.

And bring a book to read or a
stuffed animal if that will make
you feel more comfortable.

Of course, you may bring this
~ book with you.



Going To
The Court House

The first time we went to the
Court House, we were a little
scared. Itis OK if you are a
little scared, too.

But, when we got there, we found that it was
not too scary. Everyone was I¥1¢€ to us.

There is one very important thing that
we learned. At the Court House, you
must always be on your best behavior!

When you go to the Court House, it
is like going to school or to church.

People really want to hear what
is happening, and everyone must
pay attention.




The Court House is a b1g building.
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The Courtroom is where you will tell what happened.



In The Courtroom

Maybe J@U have seen a Courtroom on TV.

o

There will be a high desk where the Judge sits. There will
also be lower desks and chairs for the Judge's helpers.

There will be a table and chair for the Assistant District
Attorney. The Assistant District Attorney’s job is to prove
that the Defendant broke the law.




The Defense Attorney will

sit at another table with the
Diferidafib. The Defense
Attorney’s job is to help

the Defendant.

Attorneys can be men or
women. Another name for
an attorney is a "lawyer."

The Judge is the b@§§ in the Courtroom.
Everyone there has to do what the Judge says.

You will recognize the Judge. A Judge wears a black
robe. No one else in the Courtroom will have a robe.



The Judge may be a WoImar

You are probably wondering,
‘What dogs the Judge de?”

The Judge listeris to everybody, like
the referee or umpire at a ball game.




The Judge really wants to
hear what you have to say.

Remember: You should tell the
Judge if you don’t understand
something.

Before you answer a question,
another of the Judge's helpers will
ask you to make a promise to tell
the truth.

The Judge tries to be fair, and
gives everybody a chance to talk.




Another of the Judge's
helpers has a typewriter
or keyboard. That helper
has to write down every
word that is said in the
Courtroom.

Sometimes, the Judge will ask you questions.
The Judge wants to make sure that you know
what it means to tell the truth.

What will the judge ask me?

‘ When you first sit in the
witness chair, the Judge will
ask you a few questions,
such as:




"How ©ld are you?"

"Where do you go to Schoeol?"
and

"Will you tell the trubh?"
You must answer the

b#st that you can.

In Court, everyone wants to find out the GTUth.

It is very important for you to tell the truth. Before the judge will let you
tell what you know, you have to promise "to tell the truth." The judge has
to make sure that you know what promising "to tell the truth” means.

Most important, the Judge will ask "Do you promise to tell the truth today?”

You mustft'@tﬂi&’ié‘ to do that.



Judges like children. They do not want
children to be afraid of them.

The Judge will look important, but he or
she is really a nice person. Do not be afraid

of the Judge, even if he or she looks big and
important. Just answer the questions the

Judge asks you.

There are also chairs for the people of the
jury. The jury is a group of people who are
there to help the Judge. They usually sit on

one side of the room by themselves.




They really want to hear what you have to
say, so be sure to look at them and speak up
so that they can hear you when you answer

a question.

What is a JUT’(j?

The jury is made up of a bunch of
people (usually 12).

They sit in their special chairs.

They are people who live in Philadelphia,
and they were chosen to listen to this case.
They are people from all backgrounds and
races, and can be men or women. They are
a lot like your neighbors.



When I was in Court, I wondered,
"What does the Jury do?"
Here 1s what I found out.

The jury decides whether the
Defendant broke the law. They
listen to everybody in the courtroom:
the Assistant District Attorney, the
Defense Attorney, the Judge, the
witnesses--and you.

They are not allowed to talk in
the courtroom during the trial.

Jury members really want to hear what
you have to say, so that’s why they will
probably all look at you when you talk.

You may feel weird at first,
but then you’ll get used to it.




Will Other
People Ask Me questioris?

After the Judge has talked to you,
the Judge will let the Assistant
District Attorney talk to you.

The Assistant District Attorney
can be a man or a woman. You
have probably already talked to
the Assistant District Attorney in
his or her office. You have told
him or her what happened.

The Assistant District Attorney will ® 0
ask you lots of questions, such as:

g (

"What is your Fatin€?"

"Where do you liv¢?"

"Who lives with you?"

"How eld are you?"

"Where do you go to school?"

and



"What grade¢ are you in?"

The person sitting with the Defense
Attorney is the Peferidafit. The
Defendant is the person who has been
accused of doing something wrong.

The Defendant will stay seated at the table
while you are in the courtroom. The
Defendant is not allowed to talk to you.

The Defendant’s Attorney will ask you
some questions. Listen to his or her
questions and then answer them truthfully.




Remember, if anyone in the courtroom asks you a
question that you do not
understand, tell the Judge.

What is an obJgcbiori?
Sometimes, one of the lawyers will talk to the Judge

while you are talking. The lan{:ﬂ may say
"Objection."

"Objection” is the word that lawyers and Judges
use when they want to talk to one another.

It is like raising your hand in school.




If one of the lawyers says
"Objection," or if the Judge
wants to talk to the lawyers,
you should just sit quietly
while the Judge and the
lawyers talk. The Judge
will tell you when it is your
turn to talk again.

If the lawyers or the Judge
become excited and talk in
a loud voice, do not be
afraid. They are not mad at
you, they are just excited.
The Judge will never let
anyone hurt you or scare
you in the Courtroom.



What Happens When MY
Job Is Done?

After the lawyers have asked you some questions, the Judge will
excuse you from the Courtroom. That means that you may leave
and go back to school (or home, if it is not a school day).

When you are finished being a
witness, your job at court is done.

The Jury will decide if the
defendant broke the law or
not. They will decide that
after they hear all the evidence.
What you tell them is part

of the €Yid&ick.




If the Judge or Jury find the Defendant did not
break the law, they say that he or she is NOT GUILTY.
The defendant is free to go.

If they say that the Defendant did break the law, they say
that he or she is GUILTY. Then, the Judge has to decide

how to keep the Defendant from breaking the law again.

To do this, the Judge sets rules about what the Defendant
can or cannot do.

Sometimes the Judge makes the Defendant pay money.

This is called a Firie.
Sometimes he sends
the Defendant to jail.

Who can | talk to?

If you have any questions about what the Judge or Jury
decides in the case, you can ask the Assistant District Attorney.



Some kids want to come back and find out what the Court
decided at the end of the case. Some don’t want to know.
Either way is OK.

You can always talk to the Assistant District Attorney
about what you would like to do.

After it’s all over, some kids feel
sad or upset, or a little confused.
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Lots of kids feel this way.

If you feel this way, you should talk to
someone you trust about how you feel.
It is OK to do this.

Whatever happens, you should be proud
of yourself for going to Court and talking
to the Judge.

You did an 11 perbarit job.

By being a witness, you helped the Judge
do his or her job, too.




You also had the chance to l€ari a lot about
courts and what goes on in them.

We hope this book helps you utid€rstarid
what happens when you go to Court.



Glossary

ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY

COURT REPORTER

DEFENSE ATTORNEY

DEFENDANT

EVIDENCE

JUDGE

The lawyer who must prove in court how
the defendant broke the law.

One of the Judge’s helpers in the
courtroom. This helper has a litle
typewriter and writes down everything

you will say. You must speak loudly enough
for the court reporter to hear what you say.

The lawyer who helps the defedant tell
his side of the story in court.

The person accused of breaking the law.

Things used by each of the attorneys to
help tell their sides of the story. Evidence
can be things, such as a picture or a broken
window, or it can be someone’s testimony.
Your testimony (what you will tell the
Judge and the Jury) is evidence.

The person in charge in the courtroom.
The Judge makes sure that the law is
followed. You must speak loudly enough
for the Judge to hear what you say.



JURY

LAW

OATH

TESTIMONY

WITNESS

WITNESS STAND

The people (usually 12) who listen to
all the evidence and then help the Judge
decide if the defendant broke the law. You

must speak loudly enough for the Jury to
hear what you say.

The rules that all citizens must obey.

A promise to tell the truth. Before
you can tell the Judge and the Jury
what you know, you must take an
Oath to tell the truth.

Spoken evidence. What you tell the
Judge and Jury is called Testimony.

A person who comes to court to
answer questions and tell the truth
about what they know. When you
come to court, you will be a witness.

The place where you will sit when
you tell the court what you know.



Activities
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MY QUESTIONS

If you have questions you think of that you want
to ask the District Attorney, write them here (or
have a grown up do it for you).
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