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GUN VIOLENCE TASK FORCE CHARGES 14 MORE WITH ILLEGAL GUN
TRAFFICKING

Task Force Has Opened 674 Investigations, Arrested 195 People and Seized 312
Firearms

July 29, 2008----District Attorney Lynne Abraham, Attorney General Tom Corbett and
Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey today announced that the Gun Violence Task
Force has arrested/obtained arrest warrants for 14 more individuals charging them with
the illegal transfer or theft of handguns. Since it began in December 2006, the Task
Force has opened 674 investigations involving the illegal transfer of firearms, made 195
arrests, and seized 312 firearms. In addition, the Task Force has assisted Philadelphia
police in solving numerous shootings, burglaries, and homicides.

“We will be relentless in tracking and tracing all guns used in any crime in Philadelphia,
and we will arrest and prosecute any and all straw purchasers and those for whom they
have bought these lethal weapons,” said District Attorney Lynne Abraham. “The latest
results of our investigative reach should convince everybody that if you straw purchase a
firearm for another, both of you will be prosecuted. That record will be with you for the
rest of your life.”

“With nearly 200 arrests, the task force is making an impact on reducing violence in
Philadelphia.” said Attorney General Tom Corbett.

In December 2006, with funding from the State Legislature and spearheaded by State
Sen. Vincent Fumo, District Attorney Lynne Abraham and Attorney General Tom
Corbett launched the Gun Violence Task Force to attack the proliferation of illegal guns
on city streets. Composed of veteran investigators and seasoned prosecutors, and
working in close coordination with the Philadelphia Police Department, the Task Force
began operations in Southwest Philadelphia and has since expanded into all six of the
city’s police Divisions.



Under Pennsylvania law, a convicted felon is prohibited from purchasing a firearm.
Licensed gun dealers require proof of identity and perform a record check prior to
making a sale. Unable to legally purchase firearms from a licensed dealer, felons use
false identification or hire “Straws”, citizens with no criminal record, to purchase guns
for them. The “Straw”, after buying the gun and delivering it to the felon, frequently
reports the gun as stolen in an attempt to avoid criminal responsibility when the gun is
later used in a crime. Felons also illegally purchase weapons “on the street” - most often
guns stolen in burglaries.

It was announced today that the following have been arrested:

Michael Grant, 28, of the 6000 block of Kingsessing Avenue. It is alleged that Grant
who has previously been arrested and is awaiting trial on charges of shooting at police
during a gunpoint carjacking, used a straw purchaser to obtain four handguns for him:
two 9mm’s, one .40 caliber, and one ,223 caliber machine pistol. The loaded .40 caliber
was later recovered by Philadelphia police from Muneer Simmons outside 6002
Kingsessing Avenue when Simmons was arrested for drug and weapon offenses. Grant is
charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2nd
degree; 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6106,
Firearms not to be Carried without a License, a felony of the 3 degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108,
Carrying a Firearm on a Public Street, a misdemeanor of the 1% degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4911,
Tampering with Public Records, a felony of the 3" degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 4904,
Unsworn Falsification, a misdemeanor of the 2" degree.

Paul Smith, 65, of the 2600 block of Sears Street and Robert Howard, 59, of the 1300
block of South Dover Street. It is alleged that Smith stole a .45 caliber handgun from a
residence and traded it on the street to Howard for cash. The firearm was subsequently
used in a shooting in the area of 2400 Morris Street. Both Smith and Howard are charged
with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6106, Firearms not to be Carried without a License, a felony of
the 3" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a Firearm on a Public Street, a misdemeanor of
the 1% degree; 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6111,
lllegal Transfer of a Firearm, a misdemeanor of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6115,
Prohibited Giving of Firearms, a misdemeanor of the 1* degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 3925,
Theft by Receiving Stolen Property, a felony of the 2™ degree. Smith is also charged
with violating 18 PA.C.S. 3921, Theft by Unlawful Taking, a felony of the 2™ degree.

Khalid Barnhill, 30, of the 5700 block of N. Howard Street and Walter Barnhill, 26, of
the unit block of Melbourne Lane, Willingboro, New Jersey. It is alleged that Khalid
Barnhill illegally transferred a .38 caliber handgun to his cousin Walter Barnhill in the
summer of 2007. In October, 2007, the handgun was recovered from Jameel Adams who
was arrested by Philadelphia police in the 4800 block of Wayne Avenue on outstanding
warrants. Both Barnhills are charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, Illegal Transfer of
a Firearm, a misdemeanor of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a Firearm on a
Public Street, a misdemeanor of the 1 degree; 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of
the 2" degree;

Deshaun Milburn, 26, of the 1300 block of Fillmore Street. It is alleged that Milburn, a
convicted felon, used false identification to purchase a .40 caliber handgun from a gun
shop. Milburn was subsequently arrested and separately charged after he shot another
man with the firearm. In that incident, Milburn chased the victim down the street, firing
the handgun seven times, striking not only the victim but a stop sign and two vehicles.
Milburn is charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony
of the 3rd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4911, Tampering with Public Records, a felony of the 3™



degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn Falsification, a misdemeanor of the 2" degree; and
18 PA.C.S. 6105, Person not to Possess Firearm, a felony of the 2" degree.

Mark Givigliano, 19, of Claymont, Delaware; Milton Lauer, 27, of Crum Lynn,
Pennsylvania; and Jessica Barrett, 20, of Essington, Pennsylvania. It is alleged that
Givigliano and Barrett burglarized a residence in Essington, PA and stole, among other
things, two handguns, one .357 magnum and one .45 caliber. It is further alleged that all
three defendants then conspired to sell the handguns to a drug dealer in Philadelphia.
Neither of the guns has been recovered. All three are charged with violating 18 PA.C.S.
6111, Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 903,
Conspiracy, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6106, Firearms not to be Carried
without a License, a felony of the 3" degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a Firearm
on a Public Street, a misdemeanor of the 1% degree. Givigliano and Barrett have also
been charged in Delaware County for the burglary.

In addition to the above arrests, warrants have been issued for the following:

Michael Turner, 28, of the 800 block of East Thayer Street and Tyrone Prunty, 20, of
the 4900 block of Roosevelt Boulevard. It is alleged that Prunty illegally purchased a
9mm handgun from Turner, a co-worker, for $200. Prunty was subsequently arrested by
Philadelphia police in possession of the handgun in the 5100 block of Germantown
Avenue. Both are charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal Transfer of Firearms,
a felony of the 3rd degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 3" degree.
Prunty is also charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6106, Firearms not to be Carried
without a License, a felony of the 3" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a Firearm on a
Public Street, a misdemeanor of the 1* degree.

Shari Taylor, 24, of the 2100 block of Disston Street. It is alleged that Taylor straw
purchased two 9mm handguns from a Philadelphia gun shop. One of the purchases was
observed by a Philadelphia police detective. Both guns have been recovered by the
Philadelphia police Major Crimes Unit. Taylor is charged with violating 18 PA.C.S.
6111, lllegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4911,
Tampering with Public Records, a felony of the 3™ degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn
Falsification, a misdemeanor of the 2" degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony
of the 2" degree.

B.L., a juvenile, of Philadelphia. It is alleged that B.L. illegally sold three stolen
handguns on the street, a .22 caliber, a .357 caliber, and a .41 caliber. B.L. is charged
with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, Illegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony of the 2nd degree;
18 PA.C.S. 903, Conspiracy, a felony of the 2nd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6106, Firearms not
to be Carried without a License, a felony of the 3" degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6108, Carrying a
Firearm on a Public Street, a misdemeanor of the 1* degree; 18 PA.C.S. 6105, Person not
to Possess Firearm, a felony of the 2™ degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 6110-1, Possession of
Firearm by Minor, a misdemeanor of the 1% degree.

Kerium Lamar Garrick, 27, of the 6400 block of Greene Street. It is alleged that
Garrick, who has two outstanding protection from abuse orders entered against him,
attempted to purchase a .357 caliber handgun at a gun store by falsifying the paperwork.
Garrick is charged with violating 18 PA.C.S. 6111, lllegal Transfer of Firearms, a felony
of the 3rd degree; 18 PA.C.S. 4911, Tampering with Public Records, a felony of the 3"
degree; and 18 PA.C.S. 4904, Unsworn Falsification, a misdemeanor of the 2™ degree.



Felonies of the 2" degree are punishable by up to 10 years imprisonment and a $25,000
fine. Felonies of the 3" degree are punishable by up to 7 years imprisonment and a
$15,000 fine. Misdemeanors of the 1% degree are punishable by up to 5 years
imprisonment and a $10,000 fine. Conviction of more than one count of 18 PA.C.S.A
6111 is a felony of the 2" degree and carries a mandatory sentence of five to 10 years
imprisonment and a $25,000 fine.



