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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                           

 
Insurance Fraud Mastermind Wallace “Pops” Morris, Sr. 42, charged with  

187 counts of Insurance Fraud, Bribery, Conspiracy and 45 counts of False Reports 
In connection with the January 2008 arrest of Police Officer Deshane Riggins 

 
District Attorney Lynne Abraham and Linda Perkins, Chief, Insurance Fraud Unit, 

announce the arrest of Wallace “Pops” Morris, Sr. of the 5700 block of Hatfield Street, 

Philadelphia, in connection with a 2 year scheme to defraud over 10 different insurance 

companies using staged accidents to claim personal injury losses in excess of $1 million.   

On January 30, 2008, the District Attorney and Ms. Perkins announced the arrest of 

Philadelphia Police Officer Deshane Riggins, age 28, badge number 3290, by detectives assigned 

to the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Insurance Fraud Unit.  Officer Riggins was charged with 

19 counts of Insurance Fraud (F3), 19 counts of Tampering with Public Records (F3), Bribery 

(F3) and Criminal Conspiracy (F3).  It was alleged that on 19 separate occasions, Officer Riggins 

prepared fictitious accident reports, which were then used by others in pursuit of fraudulent 

insurance claims.  It was further alleged that in each case Officer Riggins knew that the 

subsequent insurance claim was a hoax and that his police report pertaining to the purported 

accident was false.   At the time of Riggins’ arrest, the District Attorney’s Office released only 

limited information due to the ongoing nature of the investigation. With the announcement of 

Morris’ arrest, the District Attorney may now offer in full a description of Riggins’ and Morris’ 

involvement in a criminal conspiracy forged to create fraudulent insurance claims using staged 

automobile accidents and phony personal injury claims.   



Prior to his arrest and in the weeks since his arrest, Officer Riggins has cooperated fully 

with this investigation and with the law enforcement officers tasked with sorting through over 

250 suspicious insurance claims and 590 accident reports.  With the cooperation of Officer 

Riggins and others, our investigators were able to establish that from 2004 through 2006 Wallace 

“Pops” Morris, in concert with 268 friends, family and associates, defrauded over 10 insurance 

companies, which paid in excess of $1 million to medical providers and claimants based on 45 

fictitious auto accident reports and 187 fraudulent insurance claims filed for non-existent 

injuries.  Accordingly, Morris is charged as follows: 

 

Insurance Fraud (F-3) (187 Counts)   18 Pa.C.S.A. §4117   
Perjury (F-3)        18 Pa.C.S.A. §4902 
False Swearing (F-3)     18 Pa.C.S.A. §4903 
Theft by Deception (F-3) (184 Counts)   18 Pa.C.S.A. §3922 
Attempted Theft by Deception (F-3) (3 Counts) 18 Pa.C.S.A. §3922 
Bribery (F-3)      18 Pa.C.S.A. §4701   
Conspiracy (F-3)      18 Pa.C.S.A. §903         
False Reports to Law Enforcement Authorities  

    (M-2)(45 Counts)  18 Pa.C.S.A. §4906 
 

In substance, his scheme was simple.  It is alleged that Morris staged dozens of fake 

accidents purportedly occurring in Philadelphia by enlisting the cooperation of his friends and 

associates who would then claim bodily injury based on the fake accident.  Morris secured 

fraudulent police reports prepared by Officer Riggins, which were necessary to support the 

fraudulent insurance claims.  Morris provided the details and Riggins prepared the reports as 

instructed by Morris.  Next, Morris introduced the confederate claimants to doctors and lawyers 

with whom he had an understanding and practice of being paid for each person signed up as a 

patient or claimant.  In most cases, the “claimants” pursued quick cash settlements with 

companies that insured vehicles owned by at least one of the co-conspirators.  In several cases, 

the “claimants” entered into car rental agreements with local car rental companies and later filed 

accident claims with the company insuring the car rental agency, again securing quick cash 

settlements.   Investigators have established that Morris operated his accident/claim swindle for 

at least 2 years and received at least $500.00 to $800.00 for each of the 187 claimants he 

produced for consultation with an attorney or “treatment” at a medical facility.  Morris also 

demanded a portion of each individual insurance settlement resulting from the phony claims.   

It is further alleged that Morris knowingly and intentionally induced Officer Riggins to 

manufacture false police reports in exchange for payment in USC in order to secure necessary 
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official documentation to support the fraudulent insurance claims and bogus personal injury 

lawsuits, constituting bribery of a public servant or official.  Morris agreed to pay Officer 

Riggins $400.00 to $500.00 for each false police report he prepared for him. 

Our investigation also revealed that the “accidents” were staged to maximize claim and 

settlement potential.  Each accident was set up to include 2 vehicles, each with 1 driver and 2 

passengers for a total of 6 “claimants” per “accident”. The majority of these phony claims were 

submitted to major insurance companies doing business in Pennsylvania such as AIG, Allstate, 

American Independent, Cambridge, Erie, GEICO, Liberty Mutual, Nationwide, Progressive, and 

State Farm.    The “claimants” and “patients” were subsequently directed to specific attorneys 

and doctors with whom Morris had a history of referring clients and patients in exchange for 

payment.  Our investigation is ongoing as to the possible criminal involvement of the doctors and 

attorneys in Morris’ insurance fraud scheme. 

To date, 38 persons have been arrested and charged with Insurance Fraud and related 

crimes in connection with Morris’ staged accidents.  Many of those arrested and charged have 

agreed to cooperate with the ongoing investigation and have agreed to testify against Morris.  We 

are in the process of obtaining additional arrest warrants for persons involved in the conspiracy.    

On May 5, 2008, Officer Riggins entered an open guilty plea to 19 counts of Insurance 

Fraud and all related charges.  The Honorable Leon W. Tucker, Philadelphia Court of Common 

Pleas, accepted the plea and scheduled the matter for sentencing on June 23, 2008, pending 

Riggins’ continued cooperation with the investigation. 

              

 

Penalties: 

• Felonies of the first degree (F1) are punishable by a maximum of twenty (20) years in 
prison for each count and fine not to exceed $25,000 each count. 

• Felonies of the second degree (F2) are punishable by a maximum of ten (10) years in 
prison for each count and fine not to exceed $25,000 each count. 

• Felonies of the third degree (F3) are punishable by a maximum of seven (7) years in prison 
for each count and fine not to exceed $15,000 each count. 

• Misdemeanors of the first degree (M1) are punishable by a maximum of five (5) years in 
prison for each count and fine not to exceed $7,500 each count. 

• Misdemeanors of the second degree (M2) are punishable by a maximum of two (2) years in 
prison for each count and fine not to exceed $5,000 each count. 

• Misdemeanors of the third degree (M3) are punishable by a maximum of one (1) years in 
prison for each count and fine not to exceed $2,500 each count. 
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