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Essay Competition Focuses on Students Interested in Law and Journalism
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December 11, 2003---District Attorney Lynne Abraham and American Lawyer Media,
Inc. today announced the first ‘Law or Journalism Career Essay Competition’ for college-
bound high school seniors who attend any of the 47 Philadelphia public high schools or
any of the 11 Archdiocesan high schools within the Philadelphia city limits.

Students will compete for two grand prizes:



1. A $500.00 scholarship to the college of his or her choice and an eight-week
summer legal internship with the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office
2. A $500.00 scholarship to the college of his or her choice and an eight-week
summer journalism internship with American Lawyer Media, Inc., which publishes The

Leqal Intelligencer, Pennsylvania Law Weekly and Delaware Law Weekly.

““There is no better investment than investing in our young people,” said District
Attorney Lynne Abraham. “I want to thank American Lawyer Media for their generosity
in donating $1000 in scholarship money to my Urban Genesis Foundation to make this
competition possible. This is a great opportunity for our students to jump-start their
careers as well as earn money for college.”

Essay topic #1, for those interested in a legal internship at the district attorney’s
office is, “How does the rule of law make a society fair and just?”

Essay topic #2, for those interested in a journalism internship at American
Lawyer Media, Inc. is, “What is the price we pay for freedom of speech?”

Winners will also receive a weekly transpass, plus $10 per day, provided by
American Lawyer Media and the School District of Philadelphia.

“The Legal Intelligencer has been an important presence in the Philadelphia legal
community since 1843 and | am delighted that we can join the District Attorney’s Office,
The School District of Philadelphia and the Philadelphia Archdiocese in creating and
implementing this essay competition and the internships that will provide opportunities
for talented young people from our city,” said Margie Weiner, Publisher, American
Media Lawyer, Inc. “The Philadelphia legal community has been very good to us over
the past 160 years, and it is important to all of us associated with this publication that we
give something of value back.”

The rules are as follows:
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--One entry per contestant. Any contestant who submits more than one essay will
be disqualified.

--The essay must address one of the two specified topics.

--The essay must be typed.

--Word limit: 1000 words maximum, not including title, name, etc.

--All work must be original. All sources must be cited.

--A cover page may be included, but a cover page is not mandatory.

--The contest is open to all Philadelphia college-bound high school seniors, in any

of the eleven Archdiocesan high schools and the 47 public high schools.

--Entries must be submitted to the guidance counselor or other designated person

at each school no later than 3pm February 24, 2004.

A panel of editors from American Media Lawyer, Inc., will judge entries and the decision
of the judges is final. Winners will be announced in April.

“The essay contest affords archdiocesan school students the opportunity to
connect their Catholic faith with the rile of law. Such a perspective will certainly result
in thought that inspires and challenges all of us,” said Louis DeAngelo,

Director of Curriculum and Instruction for the Philadelphia Archdiocese.

“Qur seniors welcome the challenge and opportunity this essay contest provides,”
said Paul Vallas, CEO, School District of Philadelphia. “As a district we are preparing
and encouraging all of our seniors to attend college. We need more scholarships like this
to assist with the financial challenge our students and their parents will face. The school
district is very grateful to American Lawyer Media and District Attorney Lynne Abraham
for offering this wonderful chance to our students.”
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