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Let's get to know Nicetown CDC and NAC

Nicetown CDC and OHCD... Working
together to put the “Nice” back in
Nicetown

The future of Nicetown is looking up, thanks
to the comprehensive revitalization strategy
of the Nicetown CDC (NTCDQ).

Since 2002, NTCDC has sponsored a
Neighborhood Advisory Committee
program (NAC) to provide needed services,
and inform and empower residents in
the Nicetown community. This program is
funded by OHCD.

Today, this program serves all of Nicetown
and portions of five other neighborhoods:
Hunting Park, Logan, Olney, Somerville and
West Oak Lane. Sixty-seven percent of the
residents in these neighborhoods are low
or moderate income.

Here’s how Nicetown CDC and
Neighborhood Advisory Committee
(NTCDC/NAC) are making a difference:

Residents of Nicetown

Community Empowerment/Education

*  NTCDC/NAC coffice is a “one-stop-shop”
for requests concerning assistance
with food, utility bills, resume writing,
neighborhood clean-up coordination,
reporting crime, finding youth programs
for families and much more.

e NTCDC/NAC partners with the SHARE
program to run a food cupboard that
distributes food to families in need. In
recent years, NTCDC/NAC served over
1,200 needy families annually with
food and personal care items through
a partnership with Feed The Children.

* The office houses a computer lab
that provides free computer literacy
classes, internet access for those looking
for employment, and resources for
students with academic assignments.

Community Engagement

e NTCDC/NAC staff performs block-by-
block outreach to conduct surveys, offers
foreclosure prevention
assistance, and distributes
helpful information.

* The officeis ameeting place
formany local organizations
such as the Block Captain
Committee of Nicetown
and the Nicetown Business
Association.

e NTCDC/NAC partners
with faith and community
organizations, schools,
businesses, and Block
Captains to get the word
out about services,
trainings, community
meetings, and special
events.

(Continued on page 2)
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2014 HTF Report Now
Available!

Expanding Housing Opportunities

&Revitalizing Neighborhoods

Philadelphia Housing Trust Fund
e y >

The Philadelphia Housing Trust Fund
(HTF) provides support to revitalize and
strengthen communities across the City.
The HTF gives much-needed financing
for affordable rental and homeownership
opportunities, for preservation of existing
housing, and for homelessness prevention.

Since it began in 2005, the Housing Trust
Fund has supported more than 20,000
households through:

e Production of 1,464 new homes
* Major repairs to 2,135 homes

* Improved accessibility for 1,293
households that include a person with
a disability

* Repair of 9,293 heaters

* Homelessness prevention for 2,548
households

* Utility assistance for 4,170 Philadelphia
families

The HTF report can be found at
www.phila.gov/ohcd.
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PACDC Recognizes
Deborah McColloch
for “Lifetime
Achicvement” Award

A big congratulations goes to Deborah
McColloch, Director of OHCD! She received
a “Lifetime Achievement Award” from the
Philadelphia Association of Community
Development Corporations (PACDC) at
its 23rd Anniversary Gala and Awards
Ceremony on Thursday, April 23.

Deborah received the Lifetime Achievement
Award for her career advocating for
affordable housing and investment in low-
income communities, and for empowering
and providing funding for the work of CDCs
in Philadelphia.

“l have always been dedicated to public
service,” said Deborah McColloch. “My
parents instilled that in me, and it has
been my life’s work. It was a great honor
to receive this award, and | am thankful
to PACDC for not only honoring me, but
also for the work it does to help improve
communities.”

Way to go Deborah! Check out what
Mayor Nutter had to say about Deborah’s
accomplishments on the OHCD website at

Deborah McColloch and family

*
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Land and Lots

e NTCDC/NAC reports
vacant lots and short-
dumping to the NTCDC
Land Care Team, an
OHCD-funded program.
This team maintains more
than 200 vacant lots in
Northwest Philadelphia.
The staff also works with
local residents to help
establish and maintain
local parks and community

gardens.
e NTCDC/NAC educates
and assists the

community with vacant
land/property inquiries,
including maintenance
and disposition. If there
is development coming to Nicetown,
NTCDC/NAC works directly with local
Registered Community Organizations
(RCO) to inform the community.

In 2071 NTCDC became a developer
to provide quality, energy efficient, and
atheistically pleasing affordable housing in
Nicetown. With funding from OHCD, NTCDC
developed award-winning Nicetown Court |,
Nicetown Court Il, and scattered site housing
redevelopment in the area.

“Our goal is to improve our community on
both the outside and the inside as well,” said
NTCDC/NAC Executive Director Majeedah
Rashid. “We develop affordable homes,
preserve existing housing, and provide
housing resources for our residents. We
participate in cleaning and greening vacant
land, and other things that improve the
physical appearance of our community.”

“We also believe that neighborhood
transformation includes the people, as well
as structures and land. We have programs
that are geared to empowering our residents

Nicetown Court

to be the best they can be as individuals,
and that is what changes communities,”
said Rashid.

What's on the horizon? Currently, the
Nicetown CDC is partnering with YouthBuild
on a two-unit homeownership development
adjacent to the Wayne Junction train station.
Plans for a sports court and business arts
and culture center and much more are in
the works.

“The work done by NTCDC/NAC is a great
example of how passion, commitment,
and City funding can help change
neighborhoods,” said Detboorah McColloch,
Director of OHCD. “OHCD and Nicetown
CDC are partners in community investment,
and | look forward to what it will do next!”

The overarching goal of NTCDC/NAC is to
reduce poverty and encourase self-reliance.
It does this in partnership with the City, as
well as community groups and residents, all
working together to put the “Nice” back in
Nicetown.



Coming Soon: Workforce Housing

The Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority
(PRA), Office of Housing and Community
Development (OHCD), Philadelohia Housing
Development Corporation (PHDC), and City
Council are working together to provide
homes for working families.

“Workforce housing” is housing affordable
to middle-income households who earn
between 80% and 120% of the area median
income. For a family of three, this would be an
income of between $58,450 and $87,600.

Workforce Housing goals include:

* Ensure equitable growth in developing
neighborhoods

* Keep middle-income families in
Philadelphia

* Accelerate development and return to
vacant, publicly owned land to tax rolls

* Increase opportunities for Philadelphians
to live near public transportation, good
public schools and bustling commercial
corridors

PRA issued the first round of workforce
housing request for proposals (RFPs) for
property owned by PRA, PHDC, and the
City. Developers were selected to build
properties on publicly owned parcels in Point
Breeze, Grays Ferry, East Poplar and Francisville.

Bouvier and Colorado scattered sites conceptual rendering

Construction on three of the projects has
begun.

“Workforce Housing is part of PRA and the
City’s focus to revitalize neighborhoods,
and help maintain stable neighborhoods,”
said Brian Abernathy, Executive Director of
PRA. “Even in areas of the City where rapid
development is taking place, PRA and the
City are determined to create opportunities
to ensure that working families in Philadelphia
can have access to quality and affordable
housing.”

Under the Workforce Housing Initiative, RFPs
will be issued for publicly-owned land to
produce affordable homes for the middle
class in neighborhoods where home values
are rapidly rising.

“Cities across the country are grappling with
affordable housing shortages spurred in
part by stagnant wages that have not kept
pace with rising costs,” City Council President
Darrell L. Clarke (5th District) said at a ceremony
announcing the first development. “When
working people are forced to pour too large
a share of income into housing, the entire
economy suffers. | believe cities across the
country will be looking to Philadelphia as
a model for how targeted deployment of
public resources to meet housing shortages
can help transform neighborhoods and urtban
economies.”

“Itis imperative for Philadelphia and other major
Cities across this country to strengthen middle
class families,” said Alan Greenberger, Deputy
Mayor for Economic Development and
Director of Commerce. “Workforce housing
gives middle income families the chance to
live and invest in quality affordable housing.
We are strategically placing the homes in
communities where private funds have been
invested to develop neighborhoods, and
these families will support and further the
growth and sustainability of these areas.”

Stay tuned for more workforce housing
updates!
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2015 Housing Resource
Guide Now Available!

The OHCD Housing
Resource Guide

provides information on

housing and community
Housing development resources
and programs in the
Resource e

newest edition is on
the OHCD welbsite at
www.phila.gov/ohcd.

Guide

February
2015

@OHCDPhilq J
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PRA Lends a Hand in Point Breeze!

On June 4, the Philadelphia Redevelopment
Authority (PRA) held its first Day of Service on
the 1600 block of South 20th Street. More than
twenty employees signed up to clean vacant
lots and prepare them for a new community
garden.

The lots that were cleaned are owned by PRA
and the City and slated for disposition to Urtban
Roots. Urban Roots works with communities
to plan and implement urban redevelopment
projects with a focus on youth mentoring,
community engagement, public recreation
and the arts with the belief that community-
based revitalization projects have the ability to
positively transform neighborhoods.

PRA worked with Urtban Roots, Make the World
Better, and the Mural Arts Guild Program to
accomplish:

e General clean-up of the lots and
surrounding sidewalk and streets

e Building raised flower beds (including
hauling diirt, and filling the beds with soil)

e Completing rail and post fencing
e laying woodchips, and doing plantings

“The great work completed by the PRA
volunteers allowed us to take our community
garden plan from concept to implementation,”
said Claire Laver, Director of Strategic
Partnerships and Projects for Urtban Roots and
Make The World Better. “Since the completion
of the workday, we have provided raised
beds to interested and passionate community
members and now have over 25 people as
members of the new garden.”

A local church donated tables and chairs, and
some of the residents gave cleaning supplies to
help with the efforts. “The Day of Service was a
success!” said Melvis Dunbar, PRAs Director of
Real Estate and Relocation, who coordinated
the Day of Service. “PRAs Rewards and
Recognition committee had this idea, and it
was amazing to see it come to fruition. The
employees were excited, our partners were
happy, and the community was pleased. Can't
wait to do it again!”

“This Day of Service was important because
at the heart of what we do in public service,
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PRA Employees and Urban Roots
our gaal is to work with the community to
make a difference in the community,” said
Brian Abernathy, Executive Director of PRA.
“We had phenomenal participation from the
staff, and everyone was enthusiastic to work!
| am proud of PRA, and the impact we had in
that neightborhood.”

In July, PRA is taking their time and talents to
North Philadelphia for the next Day of Service,
where they will be working with Habitat for
Humanity to build a home!

Council OKs OHCD FY16 Consolidated Plan

It's Consolidated Plan time! Each May OHCD
suomits its Proposed Consolidated Plan to City
Council for consideration. Council approved
the Plan in June, and OHCD will suomit the Plan
tothe U.S. Department of Housing and Urtban
Development (HUD) by the end of June.

The Plan details how OHCD will utilize
approximately $114 million in federal, state,
and local funds for housing, community and
economic development. The Plan has four key
strategic objectives:

*  Prevent homelessness by keeping people
in their homes

* Increase affordable housing options

o Strengthen communities, eliminate blight
and support neighborhood planning

* (Create jobs by attracting and retaining
businesses

These key objectives help keep the
City’s commitment to providing decent
affordable housing that creates suitable living
environments, while creating economic
opportunity for Philadelphia residents.

The Plan explains how OHCD will use funding
from four federal programs: the Community

Development Block Grant (CDBG), the HOME
Investment partnership (HOME), Housing
Opportunities for Persons with AIDS (HOPWA),
and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG).
The Plan also describes programs supported
by federal, state, and local resources,
including funding from the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia Housing
Trust Fund (HTF).

The Plan is available at www.phila.gov/ohcd.

Year 41
Consolidated Plan

Action Plan - fiscal Year 9016




