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American Street Empowerment Zone  
Scholarship Program 
City of Philadelphia, Department of Commerce 

ABOUT THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
This  scholarship assists ASEZ residents to support their 
pursuit of higher education or vocational training.  The 
purpose of the scholarship is to assist individuals and 
families with the costs of higher education or post-
secondary training. The scholarship will cover expenses 
related to educational endeavors.  
 
 The $2,500 scholarships will cover direct costs that 

include tuition, fees, room and/or board. 
 
 Scholarships will be allocated on a semester basis, up 

to $1250 Fall and $1250 Spring for up to 2 years, 
contingent on continued academic performance. 

 
 Up to 10 Scholarships will be awarded. 
 
APPLICATION PROCESS 
Step One – Who can apply?  

1. An individual planning to attend a secondary 
instution whos primary residence is within the 
American Street Empowerment Zone (map on 
page 3) who is a: 

 High school student or recent graduate with a 
GPA of 2.5 or higher  

 Adult going back to school  (including reentering 
citizens) 

2.   Contact Sara Lepori, ASEZ Neighborhood 
Manager if you have any questions about 
eligibility.  She can be reached by phone at 215-
683-2045 or by email at sara.lepori@phila.gov.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Two – Apply  

1. Once you are ready to apply you will need 

 An application cover sheet (Page 2) 
 Resume 
 For current students or recent graduates, official 

transcript from their high school or accredited 
institution of higher learning, demonstrating a 2.5 
cumulative GPA or for adults returning to school or 
reentering citizens a recommendation letter from a 
previous employer, mentor or spiritual leader. 

 A 500-600 word essay 
2. Send your application and required 

documentation by email to 
Sara.Lepori@phila.gov or by mail to: Sara Lepori, 
Commerce Department, 1515 Arch Street, 12th 
floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102.  

3. Application will be evaluated on completeness, 
applicants commitment to higher learning and 
essay evaulation. 

4. Final Applicants may be invited to interview. 

 

Step Four – Receive funds 

1. Submit a copy of committed enrollment to the 
institution in the form of a tuition or bursar bill. 

2. Allow 2-4 weeks for your scholarship to arrive 
and be processed by your institution 

3. Resubmit copies of bursar or tuition bills for each 
semester for up to 4 semesters. In order to 
receive scholarship funds in the second year, 
student must provide a copy of official transcript 
to show that a 2.5 GPA or higher was maintained 
in the first year. 

Department of Commerce, 1515 Arch Street, 12th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102  

215-683-2025  Sara.Lepori@phila.gov     
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American Street Empowerment Zone  
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City of Philadelphia, Department of Commerce 

 
AMERICAN STREET EMPOWERMENT ZONE 
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION COVER PAGE 

 
 
Due date: April 30, 2016 at 5pm EST. 
 
Background: The American Street Empowerment Zone (ASEZ) is pleased to offer $2,500 in scholarship funds for awardees 
to put towards direct costs (tuition, room and board) of post-secondary education (college, vocational, or technical 
training) for the academic year starting in Fall 2016. Only ASEZ residents may apply. If you are not sure if you are a Zone 
resident, a map is provided on the other side of this sheet. Scholarship funds will be disbursed directly to the school, 
pending an official letter of acceptance from an accredited institution. 
 
Applicant name: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home address: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:_______________________________ Email:__________________________________________________ 
 
School:______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Expected graduation date:  _____________________________________  GPA:  __________________________________ 
 
 
Checklist (please submit all of the following documents with your application): 
 
☐ Cover Sheet 
☐ Copy of official transcript high school or accredited institution of higher learning, demonstrating a 2.5 or higher 

cumulative GPA or recommendation letter (see page 1) 
☐ Resume 
☐ Proof of address if not listed on transcript (a bill, copy of drivers license/state id, etc.) 
☐ Completed Essay: Describe an experience from your life and explain how it influenced your decision to pursue post-
secondary education. (500-600 words) 
 
 
Applications materials must be mailed to: 

 Sara Lepori 
 Commerce Department 

1515 Arch Street, 12th Floor 
 Philadelphia, PA 19102 
 

Or emailed to: Sara Lepori at Sara.Lepori@phila.gov with subject line: ASEZ Scholarship 

Department of Commerce, 1515 Arch Street, 12th Floor, Philadelphia, PA 19102  

215-683-2025  Sara.Lepori@phila.gov     
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Map of the American Street Empowerment Zone boundaries: 
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