
United Way of Southeastern PA 
Building Self-sufficiency 
for Working Families   
Cynthia Rios, a 27-year-old single mom, works hard but earned less than $25,000 last year.  Cynthia cuts 
costs by driving an old car and living in her mother’s crowded three-bedroom house with her two 
daughters, her mother, an older sister and two rambunctious nephews.  Cynthia’s dream is to move into her 
own home someday – a place where her girls can even have their own rooms.   

Close to one million people in Southeastern Pennsylvania, live, like Cynthia and her family, under 200 
percent of the federal poverty threshold.  Many are working families struggling mightily to make ends 
meet.  With basic costs rising in some parts of the region by as much as 30 percent, dreams like Cynthia’s 
are growing ever harder to reach. 

United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania is focused on supporting adults and families striving to achieve 
self-sufficiency and build assets for the future.  As a key partner in the Campaign for Working Families, 
United Way ensures that more low-income wage earners receive Earned Income Tax Credits (EITCs), child 
care credits, and other tax benefits to which they are entitled.  The EITC and other credits put much-needed 
dollars into the pockets of working families for education and training, savings, improved housing and 
transportation, and living expenses.   Census data show that the EITC lifts more children out of poverty 
than any other single program or category of programs. 

Each year, United Way engages hundreds of volunteers for the Campaign for Working Families and 
participates in training them in tax preparation and the EITC.  This year, teams from Vanguard, Cozen 
O’Connor, Dechert, and Morgan Lewis were among the volunteers.  Over the past three tax seasons, more 
than 100 Vanguard employees have served as volunteer tax preparers. 

The Campaign for Working Families has brought Cynthia Rios closer to her dream of homeownership.  
Having her return completed through the Campaign meant a refund of $4,800 for Cynthia, a portion of 
which she deposited in a special Individual Development Account offered by United Way’s Home Savings 
Plus initiative.  Home Savings Plus provides a 2 for 1 match on the first $2,000 participants save towards a 
down payment – a guaranteed return of 200 percent. Home Savings Plus participants also receive financial 
counseling and education to help them succeed as homeowners. With her down payment in hand, Cynthia 
is now well on her way to purchasing a house.   

Cynthia is just one of the hardworking Southeastern Pennsylvanians benefiting from the Campaign for 
Working Families.  Thanks to our volunteers, more than 12,500 filers obtained $20.5 million in EITC and 
other tax refunds during the 2006 tax season.  In the first four years of the Campaign, volunteer tax 
preparers have generated more than $65 million for working families.  Together, we are achieving results 
that no one of us could accomplish alone.  

United Way  achieves measurable community impact by preparing children to achieve, building 
adult independence and self-sufficient families, and strengthening neighborhoods and 
communities.

To make a gift to United Way of SEPA or their funded agencies, use their code number(s):  
11-00000 United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania/Phila., PA 
11-02528 Accion Comunal Latino Americana de/Norristown, PA 
11-03756 AchieveAbility/Philadelphia, PA 
11-06777 ActionAIDS, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00239 American Cancer Society, Commonwealth Division, Inc., Southeast 

Region/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00003 American Heart Association, Southeastern Pennsylvania/ 

Conshohocken, PA 
11-00002 American Red Cross, Chester-Wallingford Chapter/ 

Chester, PA 



11-00422 American Red Cross,  Southeastern Pennsylvania Chapter/ 
Philadelphia, PA 

11-00005 Arthritis Foundation, Eastern PA Chapter/Philadelphia, PA 
11-02529 Asociacion De Puertorriqueños En Marcha/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00006 Associated Day Care Services, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-02541 Associated Services for the Blind /Philadelphia, PA 
11-00336 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Montgomery County/ 

Norristown, PA 
11-00008 Big Brothers Big Sisters of SEPA/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00012 Boys & Girls Clubs of Philadelphia, /Philadelphia, PA 
11-00035 Caring People Alliance/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00233 Catholic Federation of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
11-01885 Center for the Advocacy for the Rights & Interests of the Elderly 

(CARIE)/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00225 Center in the Park/Philadelphia, PA 
11-03805 Cerebral Palsy Association of Chester County, Inc./Exton, PA 
11-00062 Chester County Cares/West Chester, PA 
11-00022 Child Guidance Resource Centers/Havertown, PA 
11-00119 Children & Adult Disability & Educational Services/ 

Swarthmore, PA 
11-00497 Children’s Aid Society/Norristown, PA 
11-00026 Children’s Service, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00027 College Settlement of Philadelphia/Horsham, PA 
11-00029 Community Health Affiliates Foundation/Radnor, PA 
11-04210 Congreso de Latinos Unidos, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00190 Crime Victims Center of Chester County,/West Chester, PA 
11-00154 Delaware County Women Against Rape/Media, PA 
11-00036 DELCO Early Learning Center/Drexel Hill, PA 
11-00037 Diversified Community Services, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00019 Episcopal Community Services/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00040 Family & Community Service of Delaware County/Media, PA 
11-00041 Family Service of Chester County/West Chester, PA 
11-00042 Family Services (Montgomery County)/Eagleville, PA 
11-00047 Fellowship House of Conshohocken/Conshohocken, PA 
11-00051 Friends Neighborhood Guild/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00054 Germantown Settlement/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00124 Girl Scouts of Southeastern Pennsylvania/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00235 Girls Inc. of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00060 Greater Philadelphia Federation of Settlements/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-08671 Hispanic Association of Contractors & Enterprises, Inc./ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00066 Homemaker Service of the Metropolitan Area, Inc./ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00070 Housing Association of Delaware Valley/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00046 Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia/Philadelphia, PA 
11-02972 Laurel House, Inc./Norristown, PA 
11-00078 Lighthouse (The)/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00079 Lutheran Settlement House/Philadelphia, PA 
11-06427 Maternity Care Coalition/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00082 Mental Health Association of SEPA/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00088 Nationalities Service Center of Philadelphia/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00089 Neighborhood Health Agencies, Inc./West Chester, PA 
11-36053 Nonprofit Finance Fund, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00167 Norris Square Neighborhood Project/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00090 North City Congress/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00091 North Light Community Center/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00094 Pennsylvania Prison Society/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00248 People’s Emergency Center/Philadelphia, PA 
11-04883 Philadelphia Citizens for Children & Youth/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00096 Philadelphia Council for Community Advancement/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-02050 Philadelphia Health Management Corporation/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00095 Philadelphia Senior Center/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00099 Philadelphia Society for Services to Children/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00107 Salvation Army/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00108 Senior Adult Activities Center of Montgomery County/ 

Norristown, PA 
11-01616 Senior Citizens Center of Ardmore/Ardmore, PA 
11-00470 Senior Community Services, Inc./Folsom, PA 
11-00109 Settlement Music School/Philadelphia, PA 



11-06233 Southeast Asian Mutual Assistance Associations Coalition 
(SEAMAAC)/Philadelphia, PA 

11-00112 Southern Home Services Inc. Division of Tabor Services Inc./ 
Philadelphia, PA 

11-00995 The Delaware County Literacy Council, Inc./Chester, PA 
11-00117 Travelers Aid Philadelphia/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00118 United Cerebral Palsy Association of Philadelphia and Vicinity/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00120 United Communities, Southeast Philadelphia/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00122 Urban League of Philadelphia/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00196 Victim Services Center of Montgomery County, Inc./ 

Norristown, PA 
11-00518 Visiting Nurse Association of Greater Philadelphia/ 

Philadelphia, PA 
11-00126 VNA Community Services, Inc./Abington, PA 
11-00129 Wheels of Wellness/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00195 Women Against Abuse/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00533 Women in Transition, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00433 Women’s Center of Montgomery County/Elkins Park, PA 
11-00131 Women’s Christian Alliance/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00132 Woodrock, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 
11-00135 YMCA of Philadelphia & Vicinity/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00134 YMCA of Germantown/Philadelphia, PA 
11-00139 Youth Service, Inc./Philadelphia, PA 

 

Assuring help  
for people in need  
Seven Benjamin Franklin Parkway 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-1294 
Telephone: 215 665-2500 
Fax: 215 665-2578 
E-Mail: uwsepa@uwsepa.org 
Website: www.uwsepa.org 
 


