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PHILADELPHIA CITY 
PLANNING 
COMMISSION

The Philadelphia City Planning Commission (PCPC) 
is both a nine-member appointed board and a 
dedicated staff of nearly 50, with a diverse portfolio of 
responsibilities, beginning with those established by the 
City’s 1951 Home Rule Charter.
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The GIS Division maintains over 50 layers of 
mapping data for City agencies and the public.

Accepted and adopted in 2015 to the 
Philadelphia2035 Comprehensive Plan.

Across a variety of venues and platforms including 
public meetings, email blasts, Twitter, Facebook, 
and Instagram posts as well as online website 
exercises.

The PCPC staff maintains the City’s database of 
270 Registered Community Organizations.

The Urban Design Division reviews 
façades (along major corridors), neighbor-
hood conservation overlays, sky planes, 
and garage elevations.

Reviewed by the Civic Design Review 
(CDR) Committee in 2015.

The Development Division received 
873 plan review submissions in 2014.

The Development Division provided 
1000 recommendations to the Zoning Board 
of Adjustment in 2015.

PLAN
SUBMISSIONS

Prepare and adopt, from time to time modify, and have custody of a  
comprehensive plan of the City showing its present and planned physical 
development.  The comprehensive plan shall be known as the Physical 
Development Plan.  It may be prepared as a whole or in successive parts 
corresponding to major geographic sections of the City.
Prepare proposed zoning ordinances, which may embody regulations and 
maps.
Prepare and submit to the Mayor a recommended capital program for 
the next ensuing six fiscal years and a recommended capital budget for 
the ensuing fiscal year.
Prepare regulations governing the subdivision of land and approve or 
disapprove plans of streets.
Make recommendations, to be transmitted to the Council on all bills 
originating in the Council which shall in any matter affect any zoning 
ordinance, the Physical Development Plan, or the capital program, or 
which would authorize the acquisition or sale of City real estate.
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ENVISION, 
EDUCATE & ENGAGE, 
IMPLEMENT

Much of the work of the PCPC staff focuses on envisioning the future 
of communities and the city, educating and engaging the public, and 
implementing recommendations set forth in our plans.  The twelve 
calendar pages in this annual update highlight progress made on the 
ten adopted Philadelphia2035 District Plans, the Citizens Planning 
Institute and revisions to the city’s zoning map.
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Philadelphia2035  is the city’s Comprehensive Plan.  Adopted, maintained, 
and updated by the Philadelphia City Planning Commission (PCPC), 
this document serves as a road map to guide physical development 
inclusive and up to the next 25 years and beyond.

Philadelphia2035 is a two-phase effort.  PCPC completed Phase 1 in 
2011 with the adoption of the Citywide Vision.  This document lays out 
broad, far-reaching goals for development organized under three themes 
of THRIVE, CONNECT, RENEW, and nine planning elements including 
neighborhoods, land management, open space, and transportation.  The 
many objectives and strategies identified in the Citywide Vision are 
crafted to contribute to a stronger economy, a healthier population, and 
a smaller environmental footprint for Philadelphia.  The Citywide Vision 
predicts that 100,000 more residents and 40,000 more jobs will come to 
Philadelphia by 2035. 

Phase 2 of Philadelphia2035 is preparation of strategic District Plans.  
These plans apply the long-range goals of the Citywide Vision to 18 
districts across the city.  Ten of the 18 district plans are completed and 
adopted by the Commission.  Many of the recommendations for each 
district plan are progressing; and are highlighted in the calendar pages 
that follow.

Successful graduates completing the 15 required hours of classes receive 
a Certificate of Completion as a Citizen Planner.  To date, 330 participants 
represent 17 of the 18 planning districts in the city.

In 2015, the program tripled its staff with a new Program Associate 
position and a 3-year VISTA position.  A new initiative called “Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors” aims to develop a Citizen’s Toolkit, which along with 
a brand new CPI website, will launch in 2016.

(See the July 2016 page in the calendar for more information.)

In 2015 the Philadelphia City Planning Commission continued its 
efforts to implement Philadelphia2035, the Comprehensive Plan, 
through zoning map updates.  By using the recommendations of district 
plans, zoning map updates have begun all over the city, working with 
partners in council and communities across dozens of neighborhoods.

Of the ten adopted plans, over 8,000 acres have been proposed for 
remapping, of which approximately 50 percent has been remapped or is 
currently in process.  Following in the footsteps of the newly created 
Zoning Code in 2012, the official zoning map of Philadelphia is moving 
rapidly in the direction of best representing both the existing uses, as 
well as aspirational goals for the future of our city.

(See the April 2016 page in the calendar for more information.)
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4,581
acres still to 
come

3,669
acres remapped 
or in progress

44%
56%

The Citizens Planning Institute (CPI) has been offering biannual 
classes since 2010 to educate Philadelphians about city planning and en-
courage residents to learn more about creating a more livable and 
sustainable Philadelphia.  CPI has evolved into a recognized brand 
nationally through its classes, public workshops, and presentations.



Columbus 
Square

New Fire 
Station

Police Station, 
L&I, and more

  

Reed Street

1.1 NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS                                   1.2 HOUSING

2.1 METROPOLITAN & REGIONAL CENTERS             2.2 INDUSTRIAL LAND                                 2.3 INSTITUTIONS        2.4 CULTURAL ECONOMY

3.1 VACANT LAND & STRUCTURES                                   3.2 LAND SUITABILITY                           3.3 MUNICIPAL SUPPORT FACILITIES

4.1 TRANSIT                     4.2 COMPLETE STREETS            4.3 STREETS & HIGHWAYS       4.4 AIRPORTS, SEAPORTS, FREIGHT RAIL

5.1 CONSUMPTION, CAPACITY, & CONDITION                                   5.2 BROADBAND INFRASTRUCTURE

6.1 WATERSHED PARKS & TRAILS                                    6.2 WATERFRONTS        6.3 NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND RECREATION

7.1 AIR QUALITY                     7.2 WATER QUALITY                                7.3 TREE COVER

8.1 CULTURAL, HISTORICAL, & ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES                                  8.2 HERITAGE TOURISM

9.1 DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS                                             9.2 URBAN DESIGN
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Promote strong and well-balanced neighborhood centers

> South District Plan Focus Area: Municipal 
   Complex rendering (South District)

>> JBJ Soul Homes (Central District)

>>>  One Water Street (Central District)

< Comcast Innovation and Technology Center 
   rendering (Central District)

> Temple University Library rendering 
   (Lower North District)

>> Spruce Street Harbor Park - Second Year
      (Central District)

> Divine Lorraine Hotel rehabilitation
   (Central District)

>> Steep slope overlay map (Citywide)

>>> 4601 Market Street (University Southwest  
       District)

<<< Dilworth Park Subway Headhouses  
       (Central District)

<< Indego Bike Share Program (Citywide)

< Vine Street Expressway bridge streetscape 
   improvements (Central District)

> Baxter Drinking Water Treatment Plant  
    (North Delaware District)

>> District plan online engagement tool

< Schuylkill River Boardwalk and South Street  
   Ramp (Central District)

> Discovery Park site (River Wards District)

>> Ralph Brooks Park (South District)

> Pier 68 Park (South District)

>> Tree coverage map (Citywide)

>>> Typical tree-lined street (Citywide)

< Philadelphia Register of Historic Places -
   various addresses along Chestnut Street 
   (Central District)

> Avenue of the Arts - North Broad Street
   Light Masts (Central and Lower North  
   Districts)

> East Callowhill Overlay massing diagram 
   (Central District)

>> Laurel Hill Cemetery Entrance rendering 
     (North and Lower North District)

>>> Rail Park rendering (Central District)

Support the growth of economic centers

Manage and reduce vacancy

Increase the use of transit to reduce
environmental impacts and travel time

Provide environmentally supportive, affordable, and reliable utility service to all customers

Complete, expand, and connect watershed parks and trails in the city and the region

Improve air quality within the city and the region

Support sensitive development that preserves and enhances Philadelphia’s multifaceted past

Enhance and improve the walkable form with buildings and spaces that have appropriately scaled 
heights, massing, and setbacks

Improve the quality and management of 
water and wetland resources

Balance use of roadways to ensure safe
and efficient travel by all modes

Provide a safe and efficient road network
that supports planned land uses

Reinforce access to and use of broadband telecommunications infrastructure as a vital public utility

Create improved access to waterfronts

Increase tree coverage equitably across the city

Expand tourism programs to highlight  cultural and historic heritage and to increase 
spending on heritage tourism

Elevate public demand for good design in the public realm

Expand access to neighborhood parks and recreation

Enhance the city and regional economy
by reinforcing airports, seaports, and freight rail

Protect sensitive land from over development Locate and manage all municipal support 
facilities efficiently

Target industrial land for continued growth and 
development Grow Philadelphia’s strong institutional job sectors Develop tourism and the creative economy

into a leading economic sector

Improve the quality and diversity of new and existing housing

Citywide Vision

PROGRESS

(SOURCE: http://www.nefinc.org/)

(SOURCE: DRWC)

(SOURCE: Philly Magazine)

(SOURCE: Visit Philly) (SOURCE: http://www.spectrumhs.org/)

(SOURCE: http://www.philly.com/)

(SOURCE: PWD)

(SOURCE: http://www.uwishunu.com/)

(SOURCE: http://hiddencityphila.org/) (SOURCE: Studio Bryan Hanes)

Our Comprehensive Plan - Philadelphia2035 - began with the Citywide 
Vision, adopted in 2011, that serves as the overarching framework for 
the 18 district plans.  Below are examples of progress made on the 
Citywide Vision’s goals, organized under three forward-looking themes, 
nine plan elements and 25 specific topics.
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DISTRICT STORY...

... WELL-EDUCATED

COLLEGE GRADUATION RATE (2009)

... WELL-VISITED
ENTERTAINMENT HUB 

... AN ENVIRONMENTAL AND
PARK-RICH DISTRICT

ZONING (WEST PARK VS. CITYWIDE)

... WITH A REBUILDING 
COMMUNITY POPULATION

POPULATION TRENDS
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Philadelphia 
Zoo

WEST PARK

CITYWIDE

Please Touch 
Museum

Mann Center

More Than 1.7 Million Visitors Per Year

Japanese House 
and Garden Hagan Arena 

(Saint Joseph’s 
University)
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IN PROGRESS

STILL TO COME

(IMAGE SOURCES: Tim Haahs; MOTU)

Implement the Centennial District 
Intermodal Transportation Project.

Opened in 2014, the Transportation Center 
includes parking spaces for 683 vehicles, new 
traffic signals, bus pull-off areas and pedestrian 
crosswalks.  An extensive new streetscape 
including green stormwater management 
features and public art complements the 
project. 

Extend the park beyond the 
Centennial District by greening 
streets to neighborhoods.  Link 
the public space proposed at 
52nd and Lancaster with the 
Centennial District with a well 
planted strip along 52nd Street.
Create gateways at major 
entrances to neighborhoods.

Streetscape improvements along 
North 52nd Street were completed 
in 2014.  Funding to design and 
install a neighborhood gateway has 
been secured for the 52nd Street 
overpass.

OTHER
ZONING
51.4%

RECREATION
ZONING
48.6%

RECREATION
ZONING
13.5%

OTHER
ZONING
86.5%

DISTRICT REMAPPING UPDATE     DISTRICT RECOMMENDATIONS UPDATE

COMPLETE OR IN PROGRESS

NOT STARTED

17%

83%

West Fairmount 
Park

Lancaster Avenue

Schuylkill River

Lancaster Avenue

City 
Avenue

Wynnefield     Avenue

N 54th Street

40th Street Bridge rendering

Complete the reconstruction of the 40th Street 
Bridge over Amtrak.

Due to structural deficiencies, the 40th Street Bridge 
was closed to traffic in August 2007.  In December 2010, 
construction work commenced to completely remove 
and replace the existing bridge.  The new bridge opened 
in November 2012, with wider sidewalks to better 
accommodate pedestrians.
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VALENTINE’S DAYASH WEDNESDAYCHINESE NEW YEAR

PRESIDENTS’ DAY

GROUNDHOG DAY
CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE, 
1:00 PM

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION, 
1:00 PM

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

SUN

COMPLETE OR IN PROGRESS

NOT STARTED

The Navy Yard Central Green

1200 Intrepid Avenue at th
e Navy 

Ya
rd

Update the Navy Yard Master 
Plan. Increase public use of 
open spaces at the Navy Yard. 

The Navy Yard has transitioned from 
a U.S. naval base and shipbuilding 
facility to an office and light-
industrial employment center with 
6.5 million square feet of space in a 
campus-like setting.  Implementation 
of the master plan has resulted in 12 
LEED-certified buildings completed 
or under construction and over 20 
acres of public open space. 

Reconfigure the intersection of Penrose Avenue, 20th Street, and 
Moyamensing Avenue to be more pedestrian friendly.

In 2015, the PCPC staff began a project funded by the Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission (DVRPC) to develop alternatives to better organize movement 
around and in the intersection by pedestrians, vehicles and cyclists, and to produce 
plans to enable the City to fund and build the agreed-upon design. 

DISTRICT STORY...

... A REGIONAL EMPLOYMENT 
CENTER

PROPORTION OF RESIDENTS 
TO WORKERS

NUMBER OF PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN THE 
DISTRICT

PERCENT OF HOUSING UNITS 
BUILT AFTER 1990

... A STRENGTHENING JOB HUB

... WITH A GROWING COMMUNITY

... AND A FAVORITE REGIONAL 
ENTERTAINMENT DESTINATION

# OF ATTENDEES AT PHILADELPHIA’S 
SPORTS COMPLEX FACILITIES (2010-2015*)

5,150
Residents 15,000

Workers

20,000
(1990)

10,000
(2000)

CitywideLower South 
District

15,000
(2010)

22,000
(2022)
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STILL TO COME

(IMAGE SOURCES: Bjarke Ingels Group & Luxigon; Mason Halkin; DVRPC)
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
BEGINS

PALM SUNDAY

SPRING BEGINS

ST. PATRICK’S DAY

GOOD  FRIDAY EASTER SUNDAY

EASTER MONDAY

CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE, 
1:00 PM

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION, 
1:00 PM
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SUN

REMAPPED

IN PROGRESS

STILL TO COME

DISTRICT STORY...

... AN INCREASINGLY DIVERSE 
COMMUNITY

POPULATION AND RACIAL 
COMPOSITION

POPULATION CHANGE BY 
CENSUS TRACT (2000-2010)

... A GROWING POPULATION

... DECREASING
HOME OWNERSHIP
HOME OWNERSHIP RATE

... A DIVERSE JOB MARKET

JOB DISTRIBUTION

1990
72.4%

55.8%
2010

Educational 
Services

Retail / Services
16%

18%

Health Care and
Social Assistance

Industrial
23%

Other 
13%

Military and 
Federal Civilian

23%

7%

12.1%–19%
8.1%–12%
0.1%–8%
-5%–0%

(IMAGE SOURCES: MOTU; Merje Design)

REVISIONS

CLIENT / PROJECT

SHEET TITLE

DATE

PROJECT NO.

DRAWN BY:

SHEET NO.

These drawings are meant for DESIGN 
INTENT ONLY and are not for construction. 
Contractor shall verify and be responsible for all 
dimensions and conditions of the job. Contractor 
shall be familiar with the site and conditions 
it presents. This office must be notified of any 
variations from the dimensions and conditions 
shown on this drawing. Shop drawings and 
details must be submitted to this office for 
approval prior to proceeding with fabrication. 
All copy shall be proofread by client and legal 
requirements checked by legal department.

LH
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07/01/2014

09/02/2014 C.1

SPECIFICATIONS

FRANKFORD 
Philadelphia, PA 

Wayfinding and Signage System

120 North Church Street
Suite 208
West Chester, PA 19380
T 484.266.0648
www.merjedesign.com

E N V I R O N M E N T S  &  E X P E R I E N C E S

1.  Fabricator to verify the mounting conditions and provide a detail drawing for each 
mounting situation, prior to fabrication. Fabricator must obtain approval from the 
Designer or Client for placement prior to fabrication. 

2.  Welds: All welds shall be ground smooth, paint all seams.
3.  Hardware: All exposed hardware shall be tamper proof fasteners.
4. All exposed edges painted to match adjacent face. 

NOTES:
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Employ “Transit First” strategies to improve 
the Route 66 trackless trolley. 

Frankford Avenue is one of six commercial corridors 
that has Transit Signal Priority (TSP) equipment to 
improve transit efficiency and traffic flow.  With 
TSP, transit vehicles such as the Route 66 trackless 
trolley, communicate with traffic signals to extend 
green lights so they can continue safely through an 
intersection faster and more efficiently.

White
Black
Asian
Other Race

Latino 
(ethnicity)

13%
23%

11% 16%

6% 8%

23%

46%

89% 60% 30%

1990 2000 2010

Total Population
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93,471

100,232
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Roosevelt Boulevard signal control rendering

Complete an analysis to 
understand the evolving 
travel patterns in Northeast 
Philadelphia and adjacent 
suburbs.  Complete a study 
to determine the best options 
for transforming Roosevelt 
Boulevard into a multi-modal 
corridor.

Roosevelt Boulevard is one of the 
most heavily traveled roads in all of 
Philadelphia, serving the competing 
needs of various users ranging from 
pedestrians to trucks.  Initiated 
in 2015, the Roosevelt Boulevard 
Multi-modal Corridor Program 
is a three-year effort by the City 
to balance those needs through 
creative transportation solutions.

6%
3%
2%
4%

Consolidate commercial development in select areas along 
Frankford Avenue.  Decrease the amount of vacant land in Frankford 
by focusing public resources and policies on projects around 
the El stations, and find new uses for vacant, former industrial 
land and buildings. Prevent further abandonment and vacancy by 
focusing public safety improvements along the Frankford Avenue 
commercial corridor and streets that directly connect to El stations.

“Destination Frankford” (DF) includes several reuse projects including 
Frankford Pause, a new park that will soon be coming to the neighborhood.  
Additionally, new DF signage will soon appear in the neighborhood 
including street signs under the El, signs welcoming residents and visitors 
to the area, and directional signage to help visitors find their way around.



2016

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION

U
N

IV
ER

SI
TY

 S
O

U
TH

W
ES

T
AD

OP
TE

D:
 J

UN
E 

11
, 2

01
3

A
p

ri
l

04

11

18

25

 

05

12

19

26

 

06

13

20

27

07

14

21

28

01

08

15

22

29

02

03

09

16

23

30

10

17

24
PASSOVER BEGINS (EVENING)
EARTH DAY

PASSOVER ENDS (EVENING)

APRIL FOOL’S DAY

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION, 
1:00 PM

CIVIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE, 
1:00 PM

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

SUN

REMAPPED

IN PROGRESS

STILL TO COME

DISTRICT STORY...

... WITH GREAT ACCESS TO PUBLIC 
TRANSIT

... A PART OF THE METROPOLITAN 
CENTER

RESIDENTS COMMUTE TO WORK

STUDENT POPULATION IMPACT

... A GROWING EDUCATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENT

POPULATION CHANGE (2000-2010)

... AN EDS AND MEDS WORKFORCE

EMPLOYMENT BY JOB SECTORS (2010)

Citywide
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University Southwest District

60%

35%
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77%
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Hospitality

Private, Office-
Based Services

Other
Industrial, Industrial-related (4%)

Retail Trade, Other Services (2%)

METROPOLITAN CENTER DIAGRAM

(IMAGE SOURCES: SRDC, Andropogon; westphillyschools.com)

Complete trails as prioritized by the Philadelphia 
Trail Master Plan: Bartram’s Mile. 

Philadelphia Parks and Recreation, working with the Schuylkill 
River Development Corporation and the John Bartram 
Association, is building the Bartram’s Mile Trail.  The trail 
follows the west bank of the Schuylkill River between Grays 
Ferry Avenue and 58th Street, on either side of Bartram’s 
Garden, connecting to Schuylkill Banks to the north. 
Construction is slated to begin by late 2015.

Create open space by transforming 
the schoolyard at Lea Elementary 
into a park.

This year, the West Philly Coalition for 
Neighborhood Schools with several public 
and private financial partners, broke ground 
on the largest phase of their schoolyard 
improvement project:  to transform Lea 
Elementary’s asphalt schoolyard into a 
shady tree grove, lush rain gardens, and a 
new entrance into the play yard at 47th and 
Spruce Streets. 
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University 
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31% of total 
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Create a strategic plan for Mount Moriah 
Cemetery.

2015 saw the creation of a court-ordered receivership 
board, the Mount Moriah Cemetery Preservation 
Corporation, authorized to act on behalf of the cemetery 
and to improve safety and determine its future.  The 
corporation has worked to expand partnerships, 
secured a determination of the cemetery’s eligibility for 
the National Register, received a grant from the City 
to temporarily secure the crumbling gatehouse, and 

applied for funding to prepare a strategic plan. 
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STILL TO 
COME

DISTRICT STORY...

... A COMMUTER’S PARADISE

... AN EDUCATED REGIONAL CENTER

% OF POPULATION WITH 4 OR 
MORE YEARS OF COLLEGE

... A YOUNG AND GROWING 
POPULATION

TOTAL POPULATION SHOWING 
PERCENTAGE OF 21-44 AGE COHORT

... WITH HEALTHY OPTIONS FOR 
COMMUTING

% OF POPULATION WHO WALK OR BIKE 
TO WORK

63.9%
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WIDE

22.0%
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Central District Citywide

100,000
Regional Rail

24,000 
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Surface 
Trolleys

18,000
PATCO

67,000
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BSL

MFL
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% of 
district 
population 
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aged 
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2000 2010

137,000 
2035 

(forecast)
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%

100,188
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6%

30%
8%

2%

AVERAGE DAILY RIDERSHIP WITHIN THE 
CENTRAL DISTRICT

(IMAGE SOURCES: Comcast; Studio Bryan Hanes; Gluck+; Indego; BillyPenn.com)

Complete the Schuylkill River Trail.

In addition to the successful 2,000-foot boardwalk that opened 
in 2014, new trail segments are in the works and include 
portions south of South Street, where Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) is developing 8.4 acres of land along the 
river for clinical research and office space.  Also, One Riverside, 
located at 25th and Locust Streets, is a new residential project 
under construction and the first development to front on the 
river trail.

Focus on Market East and West as locations for large-format retailers.

Over the next two years, the Gallery at Market East will be transformed into the Fashion 
Outlets of Philadelphia bringing new life to East Market Street.  On the south side of the 
street, East Market is now under construction: a new 596,000-square-foot, mixed-use 
project with through-block pedestrian walkways, including retail, office space, 322 
rental apartments, and below-grade parking and loading. 

Indego Bikeshare hit the 
100,000-ride mark just two months 

after its debut with just 
600 bikes and 60 stations.

Indego will expand to 
180 stations and 1,800 bikes

 in the near future.

The Bridge on Race

SLS International

Cianfrani ParkGrays Ferry Triangle

Schuylkill Boardwalk

One Riverside
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Indego Bike Share 
Docking Stations 
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“The opportunity to network 
with people from diverse 

neighborhoods made the course 
invaluable for understanding 

how much we have in common 
despite geographic differences. 

It truly felt like 100 percent 
Philadelphia.”

“This class was great.  It definitely broadened my 
perspective of what is important to residents in 

their neighborhoods and how all these 
neighborhood activities can weave together for 

“city-wide” improvement.”

“I find that CPI remains topical connecting 
us to issues that help in our neighborhood 

building, providing essential reference 
material, and bringing together a citywide 

network of community actors.”    

“I didn’t realize how many resources were available 
and how many questions could be answered with 
a little research. Every night after class I’ve felt so 

excited and empowered and ready to share!”

“I learned so much and can’t wait to apply 
the things I learned in class to my 
neighborhood civic organizations.”

“Eye opening....with much 
information citizens may not be 

aware of…”

“Great way to be a well-rounded 
citizen and gives you a viable primer 
in how to make your neighborhood 

better.”

Mission: The Citizens Planning 
Institute empowers residents 
to be more effective advocates 
in neighborhood and citywide 
planning.

330PARTICIPANTS

900WORKSHOP
PARTICIPANTS:

410+
COMMUNITY

ORGANIZATIONS 
REPRESENTED

120NEIGHBORHOODS
REPRESENTED

99 VOLUNTEER
 INSTRUCTORS

63
CLASSES
OFFERED

*THROUGH 2015

The Citizens Planning Institute (CPI) 
has been offering biannual classes since 
2010 to educate Philadelphians about 
city planning and encourage residents 
to learn more about creating a more 
livable and sustainable Philadelphia.  
CPI has evolved into a recognized brand 
nationally through its classes, public 
workshops, and presentations.

Successful graduates completing the 
15 required hours of classes receive a 
Certificate of Completion as a Citizen 
Planner.  To date, 330 participants 
represent 17 of the 18 planning districts 
in the city.

In 2015, the program tripled its staff 
with a new Program Associate position 
and a 3-year VISTA position.  A new 
initiative called “Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors” aims to develop a Citizen’s 
Toolkit, which along with a brand new 
CPI website, will launch in 2016.

DENSITY OF CPI GRADUATES
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RECOMMENDATION & REVISIONS2

Requests from Community 
& City Council

Plan Recommendations

Meet with City Council Staff &
Neighborhood Representatives

Present to the Community

Bill Introduced in City Council

Planning Commission 
Review

Rules Committee 
Hearing & Approval

City Council Vote & 
Mayoral Action

FORMULATION

BILL INTRODUCTION & REVIEW

LEGISLATIVE ACTION

ZONING MAP AMENDED AND UPDATED

1

3

4

5

A GUIDE TO 

ZONING 
REMAPPING:

In 2015 the Philadelphia City Planning Commission continued 
its efforts to implement Philadelphia2035, the Comprehensive 
Plan, through zoning map updates.  By using the recommendations 
of district plans, zoning map updates have begun all over the city, 
working with partners in council and communities across dozens of 
neighborhoods.

Of the ten adopted plans, over 8,000 acres have been proposed for 
remapping, of which approximately 50 percent has been remapped 
or is currently in process.  Following in the footsteps of the newly 
created Zoning Code in 2012, the official zoning map of Philadelphia 
is moving rapidly in the direction of best representing both the 
existing uses, as well as aspirational goals for the future of our city.

4,581
ACRES STILL 

TO COME* 907
ACRES 

 IN PROGRESS

8,250
PROPOSED 

ACRES TO BE 
REMAPPED*

2,762
ACRES 
REMAPPED

33%

11%

56%
* Zoning implementation 
reflects areas only within 
completed district plans. 
More remapping to come.

2014 to 2015: ZONING UPDATES

1,600 TOTAL ACRES 
ADDED 1,078

ACRES 
REMAPPED
(FINISHED)
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Pennypack
Park

Focus
Area

Proposed trail head

Proposed Lorimer trail head looking north 
from the end of the Fox Chase train line 
across Rhawn Street.

Mid-century modern commercial buildings

... AREAS OF GROWTH

POPULATION CHANGE BY CENSUS TRACT 
(2000-2010)

... A DIVERSE COMMUNITY

% OF FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION

... FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD

TOP FIVE ORIGINS OF FOREIGN-BORN 
POPULATION

... WITH A DIVERSE LOCAL JOB 
MARKET

RESIDENT WORKERS EMPLOYMENT BY 
SECTOR (2010)

8.1%–15.0%

15.1% +

-1.3%–0.0% (decline)
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Enhance commercial corridors 
that include mid-century modern 
architecture.

The PCPC staff published and circulated 
the Central Northeast Mid-Century 
Modern Commercial Corridors 
Guide to help raise awareness and 
appreciation for preserving and restoring 
architecturally-significant buildings and 
commercial blocks.  This publication 
increases momentum towards 
developing detailed guidelines for 
storefront improvements appropriate to 
the distinct style of mid-century modern 
architecture.    

Improve Five Points; establish 
an organization to revitalize the 
commercial corridor.

The Burholme Business Association, 
located in the heart of the Five Points 
area of the district, recently formed as a 
non-profit business association and has 
received assistance for improvements to 
building facades and the streetscape along 
the corridor. 

Complete the Fox Chase Lorimer Trail.

The proposed trail is located across Rhawn Street from the Fox Chase 
train station and will provide an essential link between the City and 
Montgomery County for modes of alternative transportation.  It will improve 
an approximately half-mile portion of a former railroad bed.  Construction is 
slated for 2016.

24%

21%

20%18%

9%

8%

Retail, food 
services, lodging, 

arts, and recreation

Health care 
and social 
assistance

Educational 
Services

Public 
admin. 

services

Business, 
professional, 

admin services

Manufacturing, 
wholesale, 

other industrially- 
related fields
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SUN

... A GROWING STUDENT 
POPULATION

CHANGE IN THE GENERAL AND 
STUDENT POPULATIONS

... PUBLIC TRANSIT FRIENDLY

DISTRICT COMMUTING MODES

... WITH POTENTIAL FOR 
REDEVELOPMENT

3 IN EVERY 10 ROWHOME PROPERTIES 
ARE VACANT LOTS OR STRUCTURES

... A DIVERSE EMPLOYMENT SECTOR

TOP EMPLOYERS AS A PERCENTAGE OF 
TOTAL JOBS
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Corporation
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25%

9%

All Others
52% City & Related 

Agencies
16%

REMAPPED  IN PROGRESS      STILL TO COME

(IMAGE SOURCES: PHA)

Redevelop Blumberg Apartments.

In 2015, the Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) began demolition of two 
high-rise buildings and surrounding low-rise units at 23rd and Oxford Streets.  
The remaining high-rise will be renovated for senior housing.  PHA also 
received approvals to reestablish 23rd and Bucknell Streets, extend Bolton 
Street through the site, as well as to build new townhouses on 24th Street, 
the first of many for residents who lived in the high-rises. 

DISTRICT REMAPPING UPDATE     DISTRICT RECOMMENDATIONS UPDATE

DISTRICT STORY...

COMPLETE OR IN PROGRESS

NOT STARTED

Blumberg apartment rendering
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Build a new Martin Luther 
King Jr. Older Adult Center.

The Philadelphia Redevelopment 
Authority (PRA) completed land 
assembly for this and the adjacent 
Stephen Klein Wellness Center in 
the 2100 block of Cecil B Moore 
Avenue in 2014.  The wellness center 
opened in early 2015.  Philadelphia 
Parks and Recreation has secured 
funding for the older-adult center and 
construction will be starting soon.  

Ge
rm

an
town Avenue streetscape improvements

Invest City resources in 
commercial districts where private 
development is occurring.

The Commerce and Street Departments 
finished a nearly $3 million project to 
replace curbs and sidewalks, install new 
streetlights and paint trolley poles on 
Germantown Avenue between Cumberland 
Street and Somerset Street.  This builds on 
the Philly Painting program, implemented 
by the Mural Arts Program and Commerce 
Department in 2012. 

architects planners historians inc 

* 

Philadelphia Housing Authority 
Building Beyond Expectations 

Rendering - View at 22nd and Jefferson Street 

Sharswood/Norman Blumberg 
Philadelphia, PA 
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COLUMBUS DAY

HALLOWEEN
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SUN

REMAPPED  IN PROGRESS      STILL TO COME

32        Philadelphia2035: Lower Northwest District Plan

The following concept plan has the potential to accommodate approximately 250 new housing units, 
40,000 square feet of commercial space, a 550+ space parking garage, a public open space, and space for 
the proposed Ivy Ridge Trail. New residential construction at Ivy Ridge will reduce development pressure 
in nearby single-family residential areas and encourage transit use.

PLANNING RECOMMENDATIONS > Ivy Ridge
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Build a connection between the Manayunk Bridge Trail 
and the Manayunk Towpath.

The Manayunk Canal is a man-made waterway that once served 
industrial users along its banks.  In 1979, the Manayunk Towpath 
opened alongside the canal, but these are underutilized assets for 
the neighborhood.  The Manayunk Development Corporation recently 
completed a place-making plan to provide a framework for improving the 
canal and towpath as a public promenade through aesthetics, safety, 
and accessibility.  Design work is ongoing. 

Make “place-making” improvements at Ivy Ridge Station.

The Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) initiated a 
multi-modal study, focused on the station itself, the broader SEPTA property 
and access to the station from surrounding areas.  The study will produce a 
detailed plan for park-and-ride facilities; integrated bus, auto, bicycle and 
pedestrian access; and commercial development. 
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Implement streetscape 
improvements on Main Street in 
Manayunk.

A new streetscape project championed 
by the Manayunk Development 
Corporation seeks to improve shoppers’ 
experience along Main Street, and to 
strengthen existing businesses, set the 
stage for new development in areas that 
can transition from former industry to 
mixed-use buildings, and bring outdated 
features up to current standards for 
urban commercial corridors. 
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Improve the area underneath the 
25th Street Viaduct.

CSX announced in early 2015 that it 
would begin a multi-year, multi-phase 
project to restore the 1.2 mile-long 25th 
Street viaduct to its original condition 
and appearance.  The viaduct stands 
approximately 14 feet above South 25th 
Street between Washington Avenue 
and West Passyunk Avenue in South 
Philadelphia. 

Establish wetland parks between Washington and 
Oregon Avenues.

Delaware River Waterfront Corporation’s (DRWC) latest public 
open space addition to the Delaware River waterfront - Pier 
68 - opened in October 2015, in the Pennsport neighborhood of 
South Philadelphia.  The half-acre pier was once a raw-sugar 
warehouse, but now includes an entrance deck, shade trees, 
an aquatic display area that highlights the tidal nature of the 
Delaware River, and a lawn area for lounging and sun-bathing.
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Establish Ralph Brooks 
Park as a priority for 
greening.

Multiple partners and 
agencies joined forces with 
the community to revitalize 
the park, which reopened in 
August 2015.  Features include 
a new basketball court, a rain 
garden, a community garden, 
freshly painted murals, an 
intergenerational gaming 
terrace with seating, and new 
playground equipment for the 
tot lot.
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The same area of the district that is 
experiencing population loss is also 
experiencing a boom of building permits. 
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Create public waterfront parks in Bridesburg.

Philadelphia Parks and Recreation acquired approximately 
10 acres of land, located at the end of Orthodox Street, 
in July 2015 as part of a “land swap” with Philadelphia 
Industrial Development Corporation (PIDC).  The Bridesburg 
community contributed input and ideas at a public forum 
about the future park, as well as for improvements along 
Orthodox Street. This will be the first riverfront park in 
Bridesburg.

Frankford Creek

St. Adalbert’s Church

Complete the Frankford Creek 
Greenway. 

Following the Frankford Greenway 
Feasibility Study (completed in 2014), 
initiatives include connecting the Tacony 
Creek Trail to the North Delaware Trail at 
the Delaware River.  As part of PennDOT’s 
reconstruction of I-95 around the Betsy 
Ross Interchange, the greenway from 
Wheatsheaf Lane to Worrell Street will 
also be built.

Designate landmark Allegheny Avenue churches to the 
Philadelphia Register of Historic Places and preserve 
viewsheds along the corridor.

Preserving cultural history is a significant theme in the River Wards District 
Plan.  Progress is underway to further identify and designate such places of 
worship along Allegheny Avenue including: St. Adalbert’s Church, Nativity 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic Church, and Our Lady Help of Christians 
Church to the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places.   

DISCOVERY PARK


