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COMMISSION ON PARKS AND RECREATION
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION MEETING

SEPTEMBER 22, 2010

A meeting of the Commission on Parks and Recreation was held at the Central Library at 6:00 P.M.

PRESENT: Commissioner Nancy Goldenberg, Chair
Commissioner Bernie Brunwasser
Commissioner Barbara Capozzi
Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis
Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein
Commissioner Jeffrey Hackett
Commissioner Pete Hoskins
Commissioner Carol Rice
Commissioner Carlos Rodriquez
Commissioner Sarah Clark Stuart

ABSENT: Commissioner Alan Greenberger
Commissioner Anthony Langford
Commissioner Leslie Anne Miller
Commissioner Joan Schlotterbeck
Commissioner Clarena Tolson

ALSO PRESENT: Executive Director Mark Focht, Fairmount Park
Carol Roache, Administrative Assistant

Commission Chair Nancy Goldenberg called the meeting to order and wished Commissioner Anthony Langford
best wishes and a speedy recovery from his recent illness. Commissioner Goldenberg announced a change in
the agenda and stated the presentation of the proposed Land Protection Ordinance would be first. She thanked
numerous people from the Law Department, City Council, the Mayor’s Office and the Commission in helping to
formulate this ordinance. Commissioner Goldenberg reminded the public of the importance of this legislation, as
there are currently no written standards, guidelines or policies in place regarding the conveyance or acquisition of
park land.

Commissioner Debra Wolf Goldstein presented a brief 12-image power point, outlining the key elements of the
proposed ordinance. Commissioner Goldstein stated that the ordinance covered outdoor park and recreation
land owned by the City of Philadelphia, under the jurisdiction of the Department of Parks and Recreation.
Buildings and other structures are not addressed in this particular ordinance. Also, properties under the
jurisdiction of other City departments are not covered by this ordinance. The ordinance is triggered by any kind
of land transfer, conversion, or change that requires City Council approval. This ordinance was available to
everyone at the meeting and will be posted on the Commission’s website and comments will be taken. A written
recommendation will be made to the Mayor and City Council, and City Council will hold a hearing on the bill

Cynthia Kishinchand requested that the proposed ordinance be distributed to neighborhood papers. Another
member of the audience requested that future updated versions of the ordinance be released to the public..

Commissioner Pete Hoskins reported that the Revenue Enhancement Committee is embarking on a revenue
generation study in concert with the Department of Parks and Recreation and the Fairmount Park Conservancy,
funded by a generous grant from the William Penn Foundation.
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Commissioner Carol Rice stated that the Communications Committee is busy at work. The Commission’s e-mail
and blog are both up and running. The Committee is working with the Pa. Horticultural Society and hoping to
hold free community workshops in the near future.

Commissioner Michael DiBerardinis updated everyone on the merger process and the Department’s work on the
Greenworks goals. Work is completed on the organizational flowchart and in November, the Department will fully
operationalize both the flowchart and the management units, By February 2011, all operations will be moved into
a single one-department operation.

This summer, the Department opened 70 of 72 swimming pools. They had nearly 1.1 million visits from all over
the City and neighborhoods, which is up from 600,000 from last year. Almost 9,000 children and youth
participated in our summer camps at 169 sites in the City. 800 adults and over 1,000 young people were
employed in summer jobs. 8,000 breakfasts, 29,000 lunches and 22,000 snacks were served daily throughout
the City through the Parks and Recreation Department. The Department, working with Philadelphia Youth
Rowing and the School District, extended the rowing camp and had competitive high school teams on the river.
The Department has adopted three of the Mayor’'s Greenworks goals, 300,000 new trees, 500 new acres of
public land a whole set of urban agriculture goals. A Food Palicy Council (a public / private advisory group to the
Mayor) will be announced shortly. Also, the Department is beginning to establish youth development in urban
agriculture programs.

Commissioner Goldenberg asked for any questions from the audience. A member of the audience questioned
Commissioner DiBerardinis about the urban agriculture policy relating to Manatawna Farm. Commissioner
DiBerardinis stated that Manatawna Farm is an existing farm that has been used for agriculture purposes for
hundreds of years, and the Department will continue dialogue with interested parties regarding agricultural uses
in the future. Cynthia Kishinchand stated that Arthur Ashe Tennis took 7 acres of open space to build a new
recreation center at Gustine Lake and asked if the Penn Praxis study will take into account what has happened
during the last 10 years in Philadelphia. Commissioner DiBerardinis responded that the study will look at the
current existing public green and recreational space and existing vacant land.

Regarding current events. Commissioner Goldenberg stated that she attended a press conference (with the
Mayor and Commissioner DiBerardinis) that launched a new Urban Baseball Academy at the Marian Anderson
Recreation Center. Commissioner Goldenberg also informed the public that recently there have been three
major events at Hunting Park (a groundbreaking of the ballfields, a Philadelphia Day of Caring and a new
playground dedication ). On Sept. 21%, there was a celebration of a partnership between the Department and the
Independence Visitors Center as they join forces at the Visitors Center at Love Park. On October 1%, the
Department, Fairmount Park Art Assn. and Friends of EImwood Park are dedicating a piece of art called “The
Labor Movement: Philadelphia’s Tribute to the American Worker” at EImwood Park. Finally, on October 17”‘, the
Friends of McMichael Park and the East Falls Tree Tenders are hosting an anniversary celebration at McMichael
Park.

Commissioner Goldenberg then asked for public comments. A member of the audience spoke on behalf of the
Philadelphia Advocates for the Deer. She stated that in Spring 2010, the Phila. Advocates for the Deer was
formed, committed to respecting the park’s indigenous animals and preserving the ecological health of the Park.
Their mission is to advocate for the interests of animals to live freely on their own terms. Brochures regarding the
group were passed out to the Commissioners.

Commissioner Goldenberg adjourned the meeting at 7:10PM. A special meeting of the Commission on Parks
and Recreation will be held on Wednesday, October 27th at 6:00PM at the Central Branch of the Free Library,
Skyline Room.. The purpose of this meeting is to hear public comments, questions, suggestions and criticism /
praise on the proposed ordinance.

Respectfully submitted,

Carol J. Roache,
Administrative Assistant



